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“ Introduction

Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States (ABEGS), the vanguard
e of joint work in the Gulf, is a regional organisation for education, research,
L and development. Founded by the ministers of education in 23/10/1975 to
"Hiﬂiﬂg. promote cooperation between the Member States, ABEGS has a clear vision

L1 ]
i 1 R — with specific objectives, and a practical methodological approach.
il TH B
l_ ABEGS mission is to operate within the GCC members to serve

—
— educational, scientific and cultural goals specified in ABEGS’s Articles
of Association and other laws and regulations issued by the General
Conference. It seeks to achieve coordination, integration and unification as



well as encouraging cooperation between the Member Oolaid) puo aloly s gy JolSCdlg G| Gudd oy
States: 0¥ 9 e liac¥ Joat (yo

- United Arab Emirates Buoml| Ayl | Ol yle i Al g —

- Kingdom of Bahrain O aslen -
- Republic of Yemen Aol yggent) —
- State of Kuwait CogSI Alga -

- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

a0 | des gt | ASLal | —
- Sultanate of Oman 2392l Ayt

- State of Qatar =
Sadatgs -
ABEGS is now a legal entity that is financially and Lgirasmd Lgd domds A4S dadg S| JoSClul o8y

administratively independent under the auspices
of its supreme authority, the General Conference
and Executive Board having its Articles of
Association ratified by the high authorities. |

Hence the Articles of Association are =
considered an international document 8

whose text has objectives and basic

principles of joint educational work
by the Member States.
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Bureau’s mission:

Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States
has many functions ranging between research,
coordination, cooperation, communication and
participation in:

1- Adopting appropriate measures to enable the
implementation and follow-up of the General
Conference’s resolutions in the Member States.

2- Coordination of education development operations
toreflect the Islamic nature of the region, to promote
unity among its citizens and set educational plans
based on modern scientific foundations.

Undertake educational, cultural and scientific
projects of regional significance.

The set up of joint educational organisations,
institutions and centres within the Member
States.

Promoting scientific and educational
research, as well as developing a highly
skilled workforce in educational and
scientific fields in the Member States.
Encouraging educational, cultural and
scientific cooperation via :

Lisgll glag

=t Joud 2! Aoyt LaSe tLYa.«A:'
Oglaidly Gy Cemd! Lgicnr paamn Buaiie plgar
:‘“_,'5 plell ola aaly e lle Wy as)Lid g JlaiWig

05 Olyl B Datn ALASYS Oile a1 3L L
giasling sliac¥| Joatl 2 alatl

il dcad Olilas Gowid e Jooadl .Y
adlaild) duadd Hlgbly LetlasStiuly Lo ymglaty
299 cLgad Busg ey dadlu | A pall
S8 drele puul e A ydly pulaidf dalas
.3 puolal| Ol yglatdf

Adladly dcedailly Auga,dl anldd) e LY
J9t @mgd dredd) AtV Led A Arelally
LCOSE 5 s LacY

Cr AS,5E8) Aaga il 381,89 Olacwdll eLasy) .t
.sLsZm.;YlJ‘g..\J!

e Joally (92-ly odall Sl pundl L0
Zialall OYLRLS L8 Baasitl Ole LSt dcels
celac¥l Jout) LB Aags, 1y

‘:,SLE."JB G9!t Oolald! aemdd e Jeaall 1
13l (pe L alariily elally




a- Scientific, cultural and educational centres in the

Member States.
Organizing visits of academic, cultural and
technical experts, and organizing forums,
educational, scientific and cultural meetings.
Exchange of experts, information, and
educational, cultural and scientific experiences
as well as technical services.
Facilitating communication with Arab and
international educational organizations and
institutions, as well as representing ABEGS.
Strengthening ties with specialised regional
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and international organizations in the same area
of activity of the Bureau, as well as coordinating
different aspects of joint activities.

7- Emphasis placed on Arab and Islamic cultural
and contemporary thought through programs and
cultural activities throughout various education
stages.

8- Coordination and integration in the field of higher
education and research institutions in the Member
States, exchange of expertise and knowledge, and
standardisation of accreditation of degrees.




To achieve such objectives, the Bureau has implemented a number
of ambitious plans:

- Four medium term plans.

- The future of the education process.

- The joint plan of curricula development.

- Education development project.

- An integrated mathematics and sciences development project.
- Improvement of Arabic language standards in schools.
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The Bureau published hundreds of books in a variety of cultural and
educational fields, as well as books for children and youth in addition to
a quarterly magazine concerned with education research. The Bureau
also awards a prize for the best research or education methods. A library
was set up to serve researchers in all fields of education.
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The Bureau’s programs
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- Developing scientific awareness




The Bureau established the following specialized centres:

The Arab Centre for Educational research in Kuwait:

The Arab Centre for Educational Research of the Gulf States was
established by a resolution issued by the second general conference in
1977. Based in Kuwait, this specialized institution within The Arab Bureau
of Education for the Gulf States, aims to contribute to the development of
curricula, educational research, and assessments in the Member States.
The centre has a Board of Trustees which convenes every six months.
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The Bureau established the following specialized centres: )
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Arabian Gulf University in the Kingdom of Bahrain: Lelsaly Sl puhia -

- Future schools

The fourth general conference approved the establishment of the
Arabian Gulf University in 1979 to be based in the Kingdom of Bahrain. It
stands as a remarkable joint effort by the Member States to modernise
higher education in order to promote rare areas of specializations in line
with the latest international developments as well as with the needs of the
Gulf States.
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The Arab Centre for educational training in the Gulf
States in Qatar:

This centre was established by a resolution approved by the fifth
general conference of the Bureau in 1999. The centre is based in Doha-
Qatar. The stated objective of the centre is to contribute to the development
of educational leaders’ performance based on modern, educational and
scientific foundations and to provide them with the latest in education and
modern technology to enhance professional development. The Centre has
a Board of Trustees who convene every six months.
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- Development of independent
thinking among students




The Bureau established the following specialized centres:
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The Educational Centre for Arabic Language -UAE

The idea of establishing the
Educational Centre for Arabic Language
in the Gulf States embodies the interest
of the Leaders of the Member States
in school curriculum development in
general with special emphasis on the
Arabic language, in line with modern
methods to preserve the status and
significance of the Arabic language
.The idea of establishing the centre was
translated into a reality embodied in the
final approval by the Bureau’s general
conference in its 19" round in January
2007 to establish the centre in UAE.
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Projects and Programs:

ABEGS’s projects and programs are carried
out to meet the needs of the Member States in
accordance with directives of the leaders of ABEGS
Member States and the resolutions passed by the
general conference and the executive council. cgiole )9 (rsa gt CBLATS| -

The programs are designed and implemented - Identifying and nurturing the gifted

through research, studies, workshops,
consultation and cooperation with the experts.
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factor because it is a specialized centre in
the area of research and was established
concurrently with the Arab Bureau of
Education for the Gulf States. This
plan provides a general framework
for the Bureau’s programs and
for its educational projects
throughout the plan’s
period. It includes 68
projects andeach project
comprises a number
of programs according
to the project’s nature
and objectives (a total of
242 programs) aimed at
promotingjointeducation
activities.

This five-year plan was the
Bureau’s first effort in formulating its
future plans and programs.

Before the drawing up of this plan, the
Bureau conducted a study with the objective
of identifying the educational problems

- Children are talking




Second medium -term Plan 1986-1991

In drawing up this plan, the Bureau relied upon many factors such as: ﬂqul = 1901 G.Ul.l." ls;_a_" qb.u,g_l_o ahall

the Bureau’s mission, proposals, forums, meeting recommendations, the
results of studies and research conducted by the Bureau, proposals of
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The second plan includes five sections. The first one is about the
current cultural, scientific and educational situation, as well as the higher
education in the Gulf States. The second section is about an abstract
and assessment of the first medium-term plan’s performance. The third
section is dedicated to the second medium —-term plan’s strategy in
terms of objectives, methodology, future trends, parameters and goals.
The fourth section discusses the member States’s views on the plan.
Finally, the fifth section deals with the plan programs according to axis
which are divided into three financial cycles. The plan has 18 axis 237
programs carried out by Bureau.
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- Developing the school Management
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The Third medium-term Plan 1992-1997

The Bureau drew up the third medium-term plan according to the
following factors:

- The Arab and Muslim dimension which shapes the values and culture
of the Arabian Gulf societies.

- The developed world to which the people of the region aspire and try
to adopt from it the most appropriate to them.

- The challenges facing the Gulf region.

- Coping with changes sweeping the region, the extent of influence and
susceptibility to the influence of such changes, and how to respond
to them.

This plan adopted innovation in line with the modern educational
trends, and the needs of the Bureau’s Member States, with emphasis
on enriching and upgrading the unified state-of-the-art curricula, and
enhancing their role in developing students’ knowledge as well as
training them for the future.

The plan includes a number of parts derived from the plan’s
objectives in a way which is consistent with the fields, and key issues of
the education during this period. This plan comprised 225 programs.
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- Investing in education
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Exploring the future of education in the Member
States:

The Bureau issued a document about the future of education in
the Member States. The document includes ten areas for educational
development:

1- Pres-school education

2- Primary education

3- Secondary education

4- Literacy

5- Curriculum Development

6- Resources and information technology

7- Educational Establishment

8- Professional development of teachers

9- Educational financing

10- Joint educational cooperation between the Member States
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This document is considered as a valuable reference for the
Bureau’s plans and projects in the future starting from the Bureau’s
fourth medium term plan. This plan coincides with the growing
interest and attention given by leaders of the Gulf Cooperation
Council as well as the supreme council’s resolution ratifying the
joint plan designed to develop Member States curricula. This has
motivated the Bureau to intensify its efforts to implement projects
and programs of both plans; the fourth medium —term plan and the
joint plan for the development of education.
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- Cooperation between universities
and businesses
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- Educational leadership training

The fourth medium-term plan of the Bureau
2001-2006:

This plan is distinguished by the fact that it has been drawn up big
a large number of education experts from the Arab world along with
a group of thinkers, economists, educationists, and representatives of
regional, Arab and international organizations.

This plan witnessed the launch of: the Arab centre for educational
training in the Gulf States. It aims to improve the performance of
educational leaders based on modern, scientific and educational
foundations.
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The plan’s programs have focussed on:

- Objectives

- Improve policies and the educational decision making environment
- Developing education stages, and moving towards integration

- Curriculum development

- Human resources development

Furthermore, the plan also focuses on making use of information
technologyineducation, anditincluded 49 major programs encompassing
a number of various activities designed to fulfil its objectives.
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- Developing secondary education
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- Standard of

achievement tests

The joint plan for the development of
curricula in the member States:

The fifth general conference (Abu Dhabi, April 1999) adopted
a joint plan for the development of curricula, and the plan was
approved by the supreme council of The Gulf Cooperation Council
in its 21st session (Manama, December 2000).

The plan is considered one of the most important resources of
the Bureau’s projects in curricula development and it consists of
three areas including a number of items such as:

- The scope of objectives and general plans in education
- The scope of curricula, and teaching plans

And other fields such as:

- Teacher aptitude
- Attainment level tests
- Teaching facilities

The joint plan included 20 programs
addressing such key educational issues.
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Education development project among the Member
States

This project complements the plans which are designed to achieve more
cohesion between member states in accordance with the requirements of
development needs of individuals and societies in the region amid contemporary,
political, social and economic variables. The project was ordered by ministers
of education during the general conference of The Arab Bureau of Education for
the Gulf States to establish a unified plan of programs and appropriate projects
to implement the recommendations of the comprehensive development study of
education. The views set forth by king Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, the Custodian of
the two Holy Mosques, proposals of the Member States, views of the advisory
board of the cooperation council and the ongoing assessment of the joint plan
for the development of education curricula are also included in the project.

The Bureau cooperated with the general secretariat of The Gulf Cooperation
Councilin planning the project with contribution from experts and representatives
of the Member States, the General Secretariat of the Council, advisors and other
experts. The key feature of this project is that its programs are based on a
number of parameters and benchmarks to ensure its success and achieve its
objectives such as:
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- What do educationists
want from the media?
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- Inclusion of all elements of educational system
- Integration of programs with the previous and existing projects.
- The needs of the region, its potential and priorities in opting for
and implementing appropriate programs.

The project is based on a scientific approach, taking into
consideration quality control measures before, during and
after the implementation of each program. The project
and its programs focus on education and represent

a common vision by the Bureau’s Member
States in responding to the requirements of
development, and changes in the world

Ll today. This project has been
approved by the leaders
of the GCC.
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Translation and Publishing:

The Bureau published hundreds
of books and translations in various
educational, scientific and cultural areas.
The publications received considerable
interest and growing appreciation among
people as avaluable resource of educational
Arab thought in particular, and some
publications won international prizes.
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Risalat ul-khaleej Al-Arabi magazine :

From the beginning the Bureau sought to document its various
activities and published a newsletter in 1979 called “The educational
documentation in the Gulf States”. Later on in 1981 “Risalat al-khaleej
Al-Arabi” magazine was published as a periodical with the objective to:

- enrich the educational thought

- revive the spirit of Islamic educational heritage

- publish the issues pertaining to education

- address education’s problems

- review the world educational experiences.

- publish topics about the educational thought and teacher training,
student behaviour, assessment and other subjects related to the
educational field.
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Arabic for Speakers of Other Languages:

Much attention has been paid by the Bureau to programs about
teaching Arabic for foreigners. A series of forums and meetings were
held in coordination with educational and the media in the region. These
efforts resulted in producing the Arabic series “l love Arabic”. This was
the first methodological and integrated effort for teaching Arabic to non-
Arabic speaking children. The series became part of Arabic courses for
non-Arabs in a number of countries.
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The Bureau’s prize: _{@ -

The Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States (ABEGS) allotted a
biennial prize of SR 100.000.00 (hundred thousand Saudi Riyals) awarded
to outstanding educational research in areas specified by the Bureau.
The research is subject to conditions and requirements set by a panel of
experts to select the winner.
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- Learning difficulties

Documentary library:

A specialized documentary library equipped with references, books,

periodicals, research journals, magazines, and tapes is now open in the ool M N A o8 b 5,k 8 iSY Lasi
Bureaus’ main office in Riyadh. Researchers, postgraduate students, N i
as well as the locals are using this service. The library documents and
records lectures, studies, and activities carried out by the Bureau.
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E-gate

Coping with the latest developments in information explosion, as well as
keeping abreast of advances in technology, the Bureau uses modern technology
to reach various sectors of education, particularly teachers, by providing an
interactive educational environment in an attempt to enhance professional and
vocational development of teachers. It also facilitates effective communication
among them, and highlights their pioneering initiatives and circulates
knowledge within the controls set forth by the Bureau. Moreover, it helps in
recognising distinguished teachers in order to benefit from their potential and
enhance their distinction.

An electronic portal was established for this purpose using the latest
in technology to bring about a new shift in the Bureau’s activities and
orientations.

dgig syl dlgy

‘",...EJMMG z‘_',J”LA}\.ﬂ.UJL‘?..&."}“ Oluaide pog uandl Oluodiws peo Ledidd
Ll I Jawosld Lousd) Acal Oldass (o salaiw| gomd S| dagd ((JAlgd!
Ao al Baga,d Al pudsh lelally Opelall mgienie By G50yl paiantl puilyd
ool AT gl e i A Bl ] e S gl 0393 s
doaslgds 9 (2 Lgs A0 yall ety 8aidl egilialin (o adSdlg Juolgd! @gd iy
eilons oy Lol LS LS (e (6900 Ol ey (o (JLandl 18 (B CISA Lgaiias
OB a9 (eIl al (o B3N 19 (paieait) Cytalall (pe CALS (e AUYS dddos Lo

ACGE Olamiiuwe G Lgid Clalhg 409 ,nsd) Algy (ol 1igd uewi B9
cddlgagig CaS Ol Lacy Bunas 4lah ClL G d




Future Plans:

The GCC’s long-term comprehensive development strategy (2000-2025),
approved by the supreme council of The GCC in its 19" session in December 1999,
aims to achieve a sustainable development process in all fields in the Member
States. It also strives to improve the quality of life by meeting development
needs in each country and ensuring better coordination in terms of national
development plans and adapting them for challenges in the future. This shows the
importance of education in the plans and programs of comprehensive integrated
and sustainable development. Education is a basis for human development
and therefore, part of the comprehensive economic and social process. Efforts
should be intensified to develop the educational systems, and its institutions
with an emphasis on rectifying any discrepancies or weaknesses in areas such
as curricula, teaching strategies, teacher training, and the use of technology in
education.
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Curricula
development programs have
been given priority and became
the core of the Bureau’s programs. The
focus has been on implementing the joint
plan for the development of curricula in the
Member States. The project also encompassed a
number of specific programs designed to develop
curricula, but the reality of the educational field
in the Member States is facing problems limiting
and restricting the fulfilment of the objectives of
development. This means that reconsideration is
needed in terms of priorities, with an emphasis on
removing obstacles in the way of the development
process as well as creating a suitable environment
for education so as to produce results. Making
use of modern technology to reach various levels
in the education sector in the Member States
and improving the schools’ performance and
productivity are just some examples of such
benefits. Priority is given to professional
development and accumulated
knowledge amongst supervisors,
school principals and
teachers.




Bureau’s World Ranking

The Bureau provides an educational and
intellectual environment which attracts
educationists and intellectuals from inside
and outside the region. Cooperation
between the Bureau, experts and
intellectuals is growing and the Bureau 1
is now able to convey its message - . 54
as well as exercising its functions
effectively and swiftly.
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- Behavioural values

The Bureau has established
strong ties with the regional and
international organizations and there
is cooperation in implementing joint
programs which will fulfil the Bureau’s
objectives.

The Bureau has been awarded a badge of
honour by the UNESCO in 1993 for the Bureau’s
achievements in education. Many agreements of
cooperation, coordination, and implementation of joint programs
have been signed with a number of organizations, institutions
and know-how firms.
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Diplomatic Quarter - Riyadh
P.0.Box: 94693, Riyadh 11614

Operator: 0096614800555
Fax: 0096614802839

Web Site: www.abegs.org
Email: abegs@abegs.org



