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VINEYARD
Our Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Vineyards 
consist of four separate blocks planted to 
varying sun exposures at several elevations.  
Growing low-yielding clones that are 
vertically trellised and carefully manicured, 
the vines are tended with every effort aimed 
at developing concentration of ripe flavor 
and fruit character.

HARVEST
Imperative in the crafting of top-level reds, 
our late-ripening Cabernet Sauvignon is 
hand-picked at optimal levels of sugar and 
acidity. Fermentation for this wine takes 
place in five to ten ton lots, with regular 
punch-downs to fully extract the color and 
tannin elements from the skins.  Shortly after 
dryness is achieved in the must, the vats are 
drained, with free-run wine racked directly 
to barrel, and skins just lightly pressed.

AGING
Barrel selection for our Cabernet Sauvignon 
consists of a mix of both French and American 
oak, with the bulk of our cooperage made of highly 
perfumed, fine-grain, thin-stave wood.  periodic 
racking allows the aging wine to develop natural 
clarity. Warm toast and vanilla accents imparted 
by the barrel bring about the development of 
richly complex flavor nuances in the wine.

FINISHING
Our Cabernet Sauvignon was assembled from 
the various vineyard and barrel lots in winter of 
2007, and was bottled by in spring of 2008 after 
twenty-two months in oak. Minimally handled to 
provide full expression of flavors and aromas, the 
wine was bottled absent any fining or filtration.

WINEMAKER’S ASSESSMENT
As with our successful 2005 vintage, the 2006 is a solid addition to our portfolio, and will show that 
we can produce consistent flavors and improved intensity of character in these wines over time.  We 
now show stronger fruit depth, lush tannins, and wines that evolve more gracefully.  This wine will 
be true to character with our best Cabernet efforts.

-- Dan Kleck

STATISTICS
Final
14.6% Alcohol  /  812 Cases produced

Blend
87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc, 2% petit Verdot, 2% Malbec

Donati Family Vineyard is a family-run 
vineyard and winery, growing grapes 
since 1998 in paicines, CA.


