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�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�"��
This indicator identifies guidance to support teachers as they plan to employ the instructional materials for their 
students.  Instructional materials can be used with efficacy (and efficiency) when teachers have a comprehensive and 
accurate representation of the text complexity of anchor texts, text sets, and other work within a year’s worth of 
materials. Also, for teachers who may choose to use materials out of recommended sequence, a clear and accurate 
analysis of grade level/complexity is crucial to ensure students grow their literacy skills.  

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�U���&�R�P�P�R�Q���&�R�U�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
“The Standards presume that all three elements [quantitative, qualitative, and reader & task] will come into play when 
text complexity and appropriateness are determined” (Appendix A, p. 5). 

�(�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H����

● Review the ��Appendix A ��of the CCSS ELA, focusing on the research and guidance around text complexity.
● Review the ��Supplemental Information for Appendix A: New Research on Text Complexity��.

�,�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G����
● Look in the front matter of texts, prefatory/informational materials, appendices and indexes, and for any

stand-alone rationales that outline text complexity metrics and methodology used for the materials.
● Look within the Teacher Edition (and possibly the Student Edition), and professional learning/development

components to identify points in the instruction that show complexity analyses.
● All three components (quantitative, qualitative, and reader & task) should be identified as part of the rationale.

Note that different quantitative measures may be used, as well as different wording regarding qualitative
measures and reader/task considerations. Qualitative measures include levels of meaning (literary texts) or
purpose (informational text), structure, language conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands (See
QUALITATIVE�� rubrics).

● Look for the presence of rationale suggested use and possible professional learning supports.
�7�H�D�P���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q����
�3�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�²�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�V�N���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I����

● Is there an analysis of anchor texts, series of texts, and text sets for the year long grade level materials?
● Does the analysis use the appropriate metrics for the grade level? (quantitative, qualitative, and reader/task

consideration)
● Considering text complexity and increasing rigor (1c, 1d) does the analysis reflect that?
● Is the analysis and support useful to teachers in planning?
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● Does the analysis include reference to research- and evidence-based best practices for increasing students’
reading skills?

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q����
● Identify evidence of analysis and rationale.
● Does the analysis/rationale provided coherently and comprehensively explain how texts were chosen for the

grade level and students?
● Is any information missing or weak?
● Do the tools and research components identified in the analysis/rationale reflect the standards?
● Calibrate and assign score.

�6�F�R�U�L�Q�J����
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1o. Materials, questions, and tasks directly teach foundational skills to build reading acquisition by 
providing systematic and explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, letter-sound relationships, phonemic 
awareness, and phonological awareness (K-1), and phonics (K-2) that demonstrate a transparent and research-based 
progression for application both in and out of context. 
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�,�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G����
�” �(�[�D�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���7�H�D�F�K�H�U���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���I�R�U���D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V

�D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���H�D�F�K���J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O�����(�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H����
�| �7�D�E�O�H���R�I���&�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�I�D�W�R�U�\���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H���I�R�U���K�R�Z���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G����
�| �,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�D�V�N�V���L�Q���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�I�D�W�R�U�\���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���W�R

�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H���K�R�Z���Z�H�O�O���W�K�L�V���L�V���G�R�Q�H��
�” �7�H�D�F�K�H�U���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�U�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���S�K�R�Q�H�P�L�F���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���S�K�R�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O

�D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�����.���������V�X�F�K���D�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J���U�K�\�P�L�Q�J�����R�Q�V�H�W�V�����F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����E�O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V��
�V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����D�Q�G���P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V��

�” �7�H�D�F�K�H�U���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�G���E�D�V�H�G���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���S�K�R�Q�L�F�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���.������

�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1o. Materials, questions, and tasks directly teach foundational skills to build reading acquisition by 
providing systematic and explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, letter-sound relationships, phonemic 
awareness, and phonological awareness (K-1), and phonics (K-2) that demonstrate a transparent and research-based 
progression for application both in and out of context. 

�.�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�� �*�U�D�G�H������

�3�K�R�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V��

���� �'�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���V�S�R�N�H�Q���Z�R�U�G�V��
�V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V����
�D�� �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���U�K�\�P�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G�V��
�E�� �&�R�X�Q�W�����S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�����E�O�H�Q�G�����D�Q�G���V�H�J�P�H�Q�W

�V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���L�Q���V�S�R�N�H�Q���Z�R�U�G�V��
�F�� �%�O�H�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�H�J�P�H�Q�W���R�Q�V�H�W�V���D�Q�G���U�L�P�H�V���R�I

�V�L�Q�J�O�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H���V�S�R�N�H�Q���Z�R�U�G�V��
�G�� �,�V�R�O�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�����P�H�G�L�D�O

�Y�R�Z�H�O�����D�Q�G���I�L�Q�D�O���V�R�X�Q�G�V�����S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V�����L�Q
�W�K�U�H�H���S�K�R�Q�H�P�H
���F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W���Y�R�Z�H�O���F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W�����R�U���&�9�&��
�Z�R�U�G�V����������7�K�L�V���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���&�9�&�V��

�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�����O���������U�������R�U�����[������
�H�� �$�G�G���R�U���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�R�X�Q�G�V

���S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V�����L�Q���V�L�P�S�O�H�����R�Q�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�G�V���W�R
�P�D�N�H���Q�H�Z���Z�R�U�G�V��

���� �'�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I
�V�S�R�N�H�Q���Z�R�U�G�V�����V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V�����D�Q�G
�V�R�X�Q�G�V�����S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V����
�D�� �'�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���O�R�Q�J���I�U�R�P���V�K�R�U�W

�Y�R�Z�H�O���V�R�X�Q�G�V���L�Q���V�S�R�N�H�Q
�V�L�Q�J�O�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�G�V��

�E�� �2�U�D�O�O�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���V�L�Q�J�O�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H
�Z�R�U�G�V���E�\���E�O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�V
���S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V�������L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J
�F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W���E�O�H�Q�G�V��

�F�� �,�V�R�O�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O��
�P�H�G�L�D�O���Y�R�Z�H�O�����D�Q�G���I�L�Q�D�O���V�R�X�Q�G�V
���S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V�����L�Q���V�S�R�N�H�Q
�V�L�Q�J�O�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�G�V��

�G�� �6�H�J�P�H�Q�W���V�S�R�N�H�Q���V�L�Q�J�O�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H
�Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H
�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�R�X�Q�G�V
���S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V����

�.�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q�� �*�U�D�G�H������ �*�U�D�G�H������

�3�K�R�Q�L�F�V���D�Q�G��
�:�R�U�G��

�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��

���� �.�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�\
�J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O���S�K�R�Q�L�F�V
�D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V
�V�N�L�O�O�V���L�Q���G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J
�Z�R�U�G�V��
�D�� �'�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H

�E�D�V�L�F
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I
�R�Q�H���W�R���R�Q�H
�O�H�W�W�H�U���V�R�X�Q�G
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H
�V���E�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J
�W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\
�V�R�X�Q�G�V���R�U���P�D�Q�\
�R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W
�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���V�R�X�Q�G�V
�I�R�U���H�D�F�K
�F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W��

�E�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�H
�O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�K�R�U�W
�V�R�X�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K

���� �.�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�\���J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O
�S�K�R�Q�L�F�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V
�V�N�L�O�O�V���L�Q���G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G�V��
�D�� �.�Q�R�Z���W�K�H

�V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�V���I�R�U
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���F�R�Q�V�R�Q�D�Q�W
�G�L�J�U�D�S�K�V��

�E�� �'�H�F�R�G�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\
�V�S�H�O�O�H�G���R�Q�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H
�Z�R�U�G�V��

�F�� �.�Q�R�Z���I�L�Q�D�O�����H���D�Q�G
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���Y�R�Z�H�O���W�H�D�P
�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���O�R�Q�J���Y�R�Z�H�O
�V�R�X�Q�G�V��

�G�� �8�V�H���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W
�H�Y�H�U�\���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H���P�X�V�W
�K�D�Y�H���D���Y�R�Z�H�O���V�R�X�Q�G���W�R
�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U
�R�I���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���L�Q���D���S�U�L�Q�W�H�G

���� �.�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�\
�J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O���S�K�R�Q�L�F�V���D�Q�G
�Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���V�N�L�O�O�V���L�Q
�G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G�V�����E�R�W�K
�D�� �'�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G

�V�K�R�U�W���Y�R�Z�H�O�V���Z�K�H�Q
�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\
�V�S�H�O�O�H�G���R�Q�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H
�Z�R�U�G�V��

�E�� �.�Q�R�Z���V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�V���I�R�U
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�R�Q
�Y�R�Z�H�O���W�H�D�P�V��

�F�� �'�H�F�R�G�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\
�V�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�Z�R���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H
�Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Q�J
�Y�R�Z�H�O�V��

�G�� �'�H�F�R�G�H���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�U�H�I�L�[�H�V���D�Q�G
�V�X�I�I�L�[�H�V��

�H�� �,�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1o. Materials, questions, and tasks directly teach foundational skills to build reading acquisition by 
providing systematic and explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, letter-sound relationships, phonemic 
awareness, and phonological awareness (K-1), and phonics (K-2) that demonstrate a transparent and research-based 
progression for application both in and out of context. 

�F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V��
���J�U�D�S�K�H�P�H�V�����I�R�U��
�W�K�H���I�L�Y�H���P�D�M�R�U��
�Y�R�Z�H�O�V������

�F�� �5�H�D�G���F�R�P�P�R�Q
�K�L�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\
�Z�R�U�G�V���E�\���V�L�J�K�W
���H���J���������W�K�H�����R�I�����W�R��
�\�R�X�����V�K�H�����P�\��
�L�V�����D�U�H�����G�R��
�G�R�H�V������

�G�� �'�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q
�V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���V�S�H�O�O�H�G
�Z�R�U�G�V���E�\
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H
�V�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H
�O�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W
�G�L�I�I�H�U��

�Z�R�U�G����
�H�� �'�H�F�R�G�H���W�Z�R���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H

�Z�R�U�G�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���E�D�V�L�F
�S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���E�\���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q�W�R���V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V��

�I�� �5�H�D�G���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K
�L�Q�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��

�J�� �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�G
�J�U�D�G�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H
�L�U�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�S�H�O�O�H�G
�Z�R�U�G�V��

�L�Q�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���E�X�W��
�F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�V�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G��
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�V����

�I�� �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�G
�J�U�D�G�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H
�L�U�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�S�H�O�O�H�G
�Z�R�U�G�V��

�7�H�D�P���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q����
�3�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�²�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�V�N���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I����

�” �:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���W�L�P�H���D�O�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�����O�H�W�W�H�U���V�R�X�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�����S�K�R�Q�H�P�L�F
�D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�����S�K�R�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�����S�K�R�Q�L�F�V�����R�I���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�"

�” �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�N�L�O�O�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�D�V�N�V�����S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�L�W�K�����R�Y�H�U���D���X�Q�L�W�����V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�����\�H�D�U�����D�Q�G��
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1o. Materials, questions, and tasks directly teach foundational skills to build reading acquisition by 
providing systematic and explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, letter-sound relationships, phonemic 
awareness, and phonological awareness (K-1), and phonics (K-2) that demonstrate a transparent and research-based 
progression for application both in and out of context. 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1o. Materials, questions, and tasks directly teach foundational skills to build reading acquisition by 
providing systematic and explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, letter-sound relationships, phonemic 
awareness, and phonological awareness (K-1), and phonics (K-2) that demonstrate a transparent and research-based 
progression for application both in and out of context. 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1p. ��Materials, questions, and tasks provide explicit instruction for and regular practice to address the 
acquisition of print concepts, including alphabetic knowledge, directionality, and function (K-1), structures and 
features of text (1-2). 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1p. ��Materials, questions, and tasks provide explicit instruction for and regular practice to address the 
acquisition of print concepts, including alphabetic knowledge, directionality, and function (K-1), structures and 
features of text (1-2). 
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�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���W�L�P�H���V�S�H�Q�W�"���$�U�H���W�K�H���V�N�L�O�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�"
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1p. ��Materials, questions, and tasks provide explicit instruction for and regular practice to address the 
acquisition of print concepts, including alphabetic knowledge, directionality, and function (K-1), structures and 
features of text (1-2). 
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�I�R�O�O�R�Z���Z�R�U�G�V���O�H�I�W���W�R���U�L�J�K�W�����V�S�R�N�H�Q���Z�R�U�G�V���F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���O�H�W�W�H�U�V�����O�H�W�W�H�U���V�S�D�F�L�Q�J�����X�S�S�H�U�����D�Q�G���O�R�Z�H�U�F�D�V�H��
�O�H�W�W�H�U�V������

�����S�R�L�Q�W�V�����0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���'�2���1�2�7���P�H�H�W���$�1�<���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U����
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are aligned to the standards.  

Indicator 1p. ��Materials, questions, and tasks provide explicit instruction for and regular practice to address the 
acquisition of print concepts, including alphabetic knowledge, directionality, and function (K-1), structures and 
features of text (1-2). 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are 
aligned to the standards. �ï

Indicator 1r.���ï��Materials, questions, and tasks provide systematic and explicit instruction in and practice 
of word recognition and analysis skills in a research-based progression in connected text and tasks. 

�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�"��
�7�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V�����R�������S�������T�������V�����D�Q�G�����W�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\��
�I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�N�L�O�O�V���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I���D�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���S�U�R�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���U�H�D�G�H�U�V��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���W�H�[�W�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�\�S�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�V�N�L�O�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H�\���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���D�W���J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O������

�7�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���R�I���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�����X�V�H�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�\���Z�R�U�G��
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���V�N�L�O�O�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W�V�����'�H�F�R�G�D�E�O�H���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
�V�N�L�O�O�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���G�H�F�R�G�D�E�O�H�V���D�U�H���S�K�R�Q�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�����2�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W�V�����L���H�����V�R�Q�J�V�����U�K�\�P�H�V�����S�R�H�P�V�����F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G��
�W�R���K�H�O�S���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���V�N�L�O�O�V�����:�K�H�Q���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�R�Z���W�R���U�H�D�G�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
�Q�H�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���P�D�Q�\���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���W�D�X�J�K�W���I�R�U���G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G�V�����/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G���S�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V���K�H�O�S�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W������

�,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���������0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���E�D�V�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K��
���V�F�R�S�H���D�Q�G���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�����W�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V����
�5�H�D�G�H�U�V���Q�H�H�G���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���W�R���K�R�Z���W�R���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���O�H�W�W�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�R���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�R�X�Q�G�V���W�R���E�O�H�Q�G��
�S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W�V�����0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�P�S�O�H��
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�L�W�K���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���W�H�[�W������

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�U���&�R�P�P�R�Q���&�R�U�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�³�7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���V�H�W���R�X�W���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���H�Y�H�U�\���O�H�W�W�H�U���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���Z�R�U�G���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���P�D�N�H���L�W�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�U�\���W�R���V�S�H�O�O���E�\���V�R�X�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�H��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���O�H�D�U�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���µ�Z�D�O�N���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�¶���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���V�H�Q�V�L�E�O�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G�����S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�����D�Q�G��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�����Z�L�O�O���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���O�H�D�U�Q���W�R���V�S�H�O�O���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�´�����+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�����������������S��������������

�:�R�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���V�R�X�Q�G���R�X�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�U���S�K�R�Q�L�F�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���E�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�V���Z�K�R�O�H��
�X�Q�L�W�V���D�I�W�H�U���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H�P���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\���L�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W�����7�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�H�D�G���O�R�W�V��
�R�I���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W���D�W���D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���O�H�Y�H�O���W�R���V�R�O�L�G�L�I�\���W�K�H�L�U���:�R�U�G���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���D�Q�G���:�R�U�G���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�²�W�R���P�R�Y�H���I�U�R�P��
�V�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�X�W���Z�R�U�G�V���W�R���U�D�S�L�G���:�R�U�G���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�´�������K�W�W�S�V�������O�L�Q�F�V���H�G���J�R�Y���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�S�U�R�I�L�O�H�V���0�&�B�:�R�U�G�B�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���K�W�P��������

�(�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H����

�” �5�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���&�&�6�6���(�/�$���Z�L�W�K���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H�����5�H�D�G�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�N�L�O�O�V�����.����������
�” �5�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H�����$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[���$�����R�I���W�K�H���&�&�6�6���(�/�$�����I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���P�R�U�S�K�R�O�R�J�\�����S������������

�,�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G����
�” �(�[�D�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���7�H�D�F�K�H�U���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���I�R�U���D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V

�D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���H�D�F�K���J�U�D�G�H���O�H�Y�H�O�����(�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H����
�| �7�D�E�O�H���R�I���&�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�I�D�W�R�U�\���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H���I�R�U���K�R�Z���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G����
�| �,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�D�V�N�V���L�Q���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�I�D�W�R�U�\���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���W�R

�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H���K�R�Z���Z�H�O�O���W�K�L�V���L�V���G�R�Q�H����
�| �:�H�H�N�O�\���R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�H�[�W���D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�H

�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W��
�| �/�H�V�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�R�O�H���S�D�U�W���Z�K�R�O�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���Z�R�U�G�V�����K�L�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���Z�R�U�G�V

�W�D�X�J�K�W���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���V�W�R�U�\���W�H�[�W���S�R�H�P���U�K�\�P�H���V�R�Q�J��
�| �/�H�V�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���S�D�U�W���Z�K�R�O�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���Z�R�U�G�V�����K�L�J�K���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���Z�R�U�G�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���S�U�L�R�U

�W�R���V�H�H�L�Q�J���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���W�H�[�W���S�R�H�P���U�K�\�P�H���V�R�Q�J��
�| �'�D�L�O�\���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�H�[�W�����F�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q���D���E�L�J

�E�R�R�N�����V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�H�[�W�����S�R�H�P�����U�K�\�P�H�����V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V����

Indicator 1r   ��www.edreports.org��   ���� 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are 
aligned to the standards. �ï

Indicator 1r.���ï��Materials, questions, and tasks provide systematic and explicit instruction in and practice 
of word recognition and analysis skills in a research-based progression in connected text and tasks. 

�| �'�H�F�R�G�D�E�O�H�V�����G�H�F�R�G�D�E�O�H���W�H�[�W�V���D�U�H���S�K�R�Q�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G��
�| �$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���Z�R�U�G���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W��

�” �(�[�D�P�L�Q�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���Z�R�U�G���V�W�X�G�\���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���R�I���V�\�O�O�D�E�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�U�H�I�L�[�H�V�����V�X�I�I�L�[�H�V�����D�I�I�L�[�H�V�����F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���Z�R�U�G�V����
�.�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are 
aligned to the standards. �ï

Indicator 1r.���ï��Materials, questions, and tasks provide systematic and explicit instruction in and practice 
of word recognition and analysis skills in a research-based progression in connected text and tasks. 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are 
aligned to the standards. �ï

Indicator 1r.���ï��Materials, questions, and tasks provide systematic and explicit instruction in and practice 
of word recognition and analysis skills in a research-based progression in connected text and tasks. 
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Criterion: Tasks and Questions: Foundational Skills Development (Grades K-2): Materials in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language targeted to support foundational reading development are 
aligned to the standards. �ï

Indicator 1r.���ï��Materials, questions, and tasks provide systematic and explicit instruction in and practice 
of word recognition and analysis skills in a research-based progression in connected text and tasks. 
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�: �K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�"��

This indicator identifies sequences of questions and tasks that support students’ development in skills around how to 
analyze the components of texts so they may navigate the content and be able to draw conclusions and articulate their 
evidence-based opinions.  
��
This indicator identifies directions for students to attend to language, key ideas, details, craft, and structures of texts. 
Students need to demonstrate ability to integrate multiple skills to attend to these standards and grow their skills in 
English Language Arts.  
 
Analysis of language, key ideas, details, craft, and structure of texts at the Kindergarten level may require prompting 
and support to retell and identify key details about the author, the illustrator, books as well as similarities and 
differences. Students in Grade 1 are expected to retell stories and identify key details, reasons, and similarities and 
differences. In Grade 2, students are expected to recount stories, identify main topics, describe reasons and overall 
structure, and compare and contrast versions of a story. 
��
�( �Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�)�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H����

● Review ��CCSS Reading Standards Anchor Standard��s for Grades K-2. 
● Review ��CCSS Reading Standards�� 1-9 for Grades K-2 noting the progression of expectations (pgs 10-14).  

 
�,�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G����

● Look at front matter of materials and read publisher directions and introduction to the design of teaching 
students how to navigate these textual components.  

● Look at materials directions for scope and sequence/ curriculum mapping/etc. that highlights vertical 
articulation among grades (e.g. how are “key ideas” attended to in each grade? Which elements of craft are the 
foci of each grade?)  

● Look at unit organization for a coherent “through line” of tasks and questions that focus on this type of analysis. 
(e.g. some chapter/unit questions are organized in this manner, often aligned with Depth of Knowledge-DOK, 
etc.) 

● Review student writing and speaking and research tasks for evidence of students’ need to perform analysis of 
parts to complete quality cumulative assignments and tasks. 

● Look at assessment components, such as checks for proficiency (ongoing comprehension questions in 
Teacher Edition and sets of questions throughout student work).  

● key ideas and details, craft and structure, and integration of knowledge and ideas. 
 ��
�7�H�D�P���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q����
�3�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�² �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�V�N���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I����

● For most texts, are students given opportunities to analyze words/phrase and authors’ word choices? (e.g. 
Kindergarten-ask and answer questions about unknown words, Grade 1-identify words and phrases, Grade 
2-describe words and phrases). 

● For most texts (especially read-aloud texts), are students given opportunities to identify key ideas and details? 
● For most texts (especially read-aloud texts), are students given opportunities to analyze structure and craft? 
● Are the tasks associated with language, key ideas, details, craft, and structure logically sequenced and 

appropriate in their increasing complexity? 
● Over the course of a whole year set of instructional materials, are identified elements moved from being 

directly taught to embedded in student work at the end of the year?  
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● How does the teacher know from student work (questions and tasks) if students understand the definitions and 
concepts of the components identified in each unit? (e.g. compare and contrast stories or texts; identifying the 
use of illustrations within a text). 

��
�' �X�U�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q����

● Share and discuss all evidence found in Teacher Edition, Student Edition, and introductory and assessment/ 
curriculum map materials.  

● Discuss any evidence of progression of the skills within standards as they are laid out across the year’s worth 
of instructional materials (and, if applicable, how the standard grows students’ knowledge and skills across 
grades). 

● Discuss all applicable questions from above. 
● Look for consensus about which indicators were met fully and partially. 
● Agree on final ratings. 
● Determine evidence to be included in the final report. 

 
�6�F�R�U�L�Q�J����
�����S�R�L�Q�W�V�����0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���P�H�H�W���$�/�/ ���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U����

● For most texts (read-aloud texts K-1 and anchor texts in Grade 2), students are asked to analyze 
words/phrases and or author’s word choice (according to grade level standards). 

● For most texts (read-aloud texts K-1 and anchor texts Grade 2), students analyze key ideas and details, 
structure, and craft (according to grade level standards) 

● By the end of the year, these components (language, word choice, key ideas, details, structure, craft) are 
embedded in students’ work rather than taught directly. 

● The teacher will know from student work (questions and tasks) if students understand the definitions and 
concepts of the components identified in each unit (e.g. compare and contrast stories or texts; identifying the 
use of illustrations within a text). 
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● For most texts (read-aloud in K-1 and anchor texts in Grade 2), students are asked to analyze words/phrases 
and or author’s word choice (according to grade level standards). 

● For most texts (read-aloud in K-1 and anchor texts in Grade 2), students analyze key ideas and details, 
structure, and craft (according to grade level standards) 

● By the end of the year, these components (language, word choice, key ideas, details, structure, craft) are 
embedded in students’ work rather than taught directly. 

● The teacher will know from student work (questions and tasks) if students understand the definitions and 
concepts of the components identified in each unit (e.g. compare and contrast stories or texts; identifying the 
use of illustrations within a text). 
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● For most texts (read-aloud in K-1 and anchor texts in Grade 2), students are asked to analyze words/phrases 
and or author’s word choice (according to grade level standards). 

● For most texts (read-aloud in K-1 and anchor texts in Grade 2), students analyze key ideas and details, 
structure, and craft (according to grade level standards) 

● By the end of the year, these components (language, word choice, key ideas, details, structure, craft) are 
embedded in students’ work rather than taught directly. 

● The teacher will know from student work (questions and tasks) if students understand the definitions and 
concepts of the components identified in each unit (e.g. compare and contrast stories or texts; identifying the 
use of illustrations within a text). 
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Indicators 3a -3e:  
3a. Materials are well-designed and take into account effective lesson structure and pacing. 
3b. The teacher and student can reasonably complete the content within a regular school 
year, and the pacing allows for maximum student understanding. 
3c. The student resources include ample review and practice resources, clear directions and 
explanation, and correct labeling of reference aids (e.g., visuals, maps, etc.). 
3d. Materials include publisher-produced alignment documentation of the standards 
addressed by specific questions, tasks, and assessment items. 
3e. The visual design (whether in print or digital) is not distracting or chaotic, but supports 
students in engaging thoughtfully with the subject. 
 

Evidence collection:  
Finding the evidence:  
3a and 3b  

¥! Review the table of contents, any pacing guides, and scope and sequence provided 
by the publisher 

o!  Consider the days spent on lessons/activities versus assessments. 
o! Examine the number of days recommended for re-teaching or extensions. 
o! Are some lessons marked as optional or supplementary? 

¥! Review lessons, student practice pages, and homework assignments. 
¥! Review any teacher information provided on lesson purpose. 
¥! Consider if there is too much or too little material. Students should be able to master 

ALL the grade-level standards by the end of the course.  
¥! Use the questions below to gather evidence to inform the rating of these indicators: 

o! Do the materials within the lesson allow students to learn at an appropriate 
pace for the given materials? 

o! Are there any instances where the sequencing of assignments is haphazard in 
development? 

o! Do the requirements of the lessons seem practical for teachers and students 
to complete in the suggested amount of time? 

3c 
¥! Review student, teacher, digital, and additional materials. 
¥! Use the questions below to gather evidence to inform the rating of this indicator. 

o! Do the student materials provide ample review and practice resources? 
o! Are directions and explanations in student resources clear? 

3d 
¥! Review the table of contents, any pacing guides, and scope and sequence provided 

by the publisher. 
¥! Review lessons, assessments, student practice pages, and homework assignments. 
¥! Use the questions below to gather evidence to inform the rating of this indicator. 

o! Is the alignment of each question, task, and assessment item provided? 
o! Where is the alignment of each question, task, and assessment item found? 

3e 
¥! Examine the visual design and layout of teacher and student materials. 
¥! Focus on the materials' visual appearance and ability to support student engagement. 

 
 



Guidance for Indicators 3a -3e: Use and Design Facilitate Student Learning   
Criterion: Materials are well-designed and take into account effective lesson structure and 
pacing. 

!

Team discussion:  
Preparing for discussion Ñ questions to ask yourself:  
3a 

¥! How are the lessons structured? How are the lessons sequenced? 
¥! How much time is designated for each lesson? 

3b 
¥! This metric requires qualitative judgment; there is no exact number of days that is 

specified by the standards (e.g., every book does not need 180 lessons). 
¥! Keep in mind that in a normal school year, instruction will not take place on each day 

due to re-teaching, assessment, field trips, etc. 
¥! Consider if there is too much material or too little. Students should be able to master 

ALL the grade level standards by the end of the course. 
¥! Be prepared to explain and justify your conclusion. 
¥! Was there any information that you learned from the publisherÕs orientation that was 

valuable for this indicator? If so, include this information in the report. 
3c 

¥! What are the different types of review and practice resources? 
¥! Do the student resources include directions and explanations? 

3d 
¥! Is documentation of the standards addressed by specific questions, tasks, and 

assessment items provided by the publisher? 
3e 

¥! What visual designs crate student engagement? What visual designs distract 
students? 

 
During discussion:  
3a 

¥! Discuss the structure of the lessons and the amount of time dedicated to activities and 
assessments. 

¥! Note any instances of unnatural sequencing within student assignments. 
3b 

¥! Consider if there is too much material or too little. Students should be able to master 
ALL the grade level standards by the end of the course. 

3c 
¥! Discuss the types of review and practice resources provided in the student materials. 
¥! Note any instances of unclear directions or explanations. 

3d 
¥! Discuss the documentation of standards provided by the publisher. Is documentation 

provided for all questions, tasks, and assessment items? 
3e 

¥! Discuss whether the visual design has a consistent layout in both the teacher and 
student materials. Note if the design is distracting or chaotic. 

Scoring:  
2 points: Materials meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
3a 

¥! Materials are well-designed, and lessons are effectively structured. 
¥! The pacing of individual lessons is appropriate. 



Guidance for Indicators 3a -3e: Use and Design Facilitate Student Learning   
Criterion: Materials are well-designed and take into account effective lesson structure and 
pacing. 

!

3b 
¥! The suggested amount of time and expectations for teachers and students of the 

materials are viable for one school year as written and would not require significant 
modifications. For those materials on the borderline (e.g., approximately 130 or 200 
days), evidence should clearly explain how students would be able to master ALL the 
grade level standards within one school year. 

3c 
¥! Student materials include ample review and practice resources. 
¥! Student materials include clear directions and explanations, and reference aids are 

correctly labeled. 
3d 

¥! Alignment documentation is provided for all questions, tasks, and assessment items. 
3e 

¥! NOT SCORED 
 
1 points: Materials DO NOT meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing AT LEAST 1 of the following:  
3a 

¥! Materials are well-designed, and lessons are effectively structured. 
¥! The pacing of individual lessons is appropriate. 

3b 
¥! The suggested amount of time and expectations for teachers and students of the 

materials are viable for one school year as written and would not require significant 
modifications. For those materials on the borderline (e.g., approximately 130 or 200 
days), evidence should clearly explain how students would be able to master ALL the 
grade level standards within one school year. 

3c 
¥! Student materials include ample review and practice resources. 
¥! Student materials include clear directions and explanations, and reference aids are 

correctly labeled. 
3d 

¥! Alignment documentation is provided for all questions, tasks, and assessment items. 
3e 

¥! NOT SCORED 
 
0 points: Materials DO NOT meet ANY of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing ALL of the following:  
3a 

¥! Materials are well-designed, and lessons are effectively structured. 
¥! The pacing of individual lessons is appropriate. 

3b 
¥! The suggested amount of time and expectations for teachers and students of the 

materials are viable for one school year as written and would not require significant 
modifications. For those materials on the borderline (e.g., approximately 130 or 200 
days), evidence should clearly explain how students would be able to master ALL the 
grade level standards within one school year. 

3c 
¥! Student materials include ample review and practice resources. 



Guidance for Indicators 3a -3e: Use and Design Facilitate Student Learning   
Criterion: Materials are well-designed and take into account effective lesson structure and 
pacing. 

!

¥! Student materials include clear directions and explanations, and reference aids are 
correctly labeled. 

3d 
¥! Alignment documentation is provided for all questions, tasks, and assessment items. 

3e 
¥! NOT SCORED   



Guidance for Indicators 3f -3j: Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

Indicators 3f -3j:  
3f. Materials contain a teacherÕs edition with ample and useful annotations and suggestions 
on how to present the content in the student edition and in the ancillary materials. Where 
applicable, materials include teacher guidance for the use of embedded technology to 
support and enhance student learning. 
3g. Materials contain a teacherÕs edition that contains full, adult-level explanations and 
examples of the more advanced literacy concepts so that teachers can improve their own 
knowledge of the subject, as necessary. 
3h. Materials contain a teacherÕs edition that explains the role of the specific ELA/literacy 
standards in the context of the overall curriculum. 
3i. Materials contain explanations of the instructional approaches of the program and 
identification of the research-based strategies. 
3j. Materials contain strategies for informing all stakeholders, including students, parents, or 
caregivers about the ELA/literacy program and suggestions for how they can help support 
student progress and achievement. 
 

Evidence collection:  
Look at both print and digital (if accessible) teacherÕs materials for:  
3f 

¥! any overview sections and/or annotations that contain narrative information about the 
content and/or ancillary documents that will assist the teacher in presenting the 
student material. Also look for embedded technology links that will enhance the 
learning for all students. 

3g 
¥! annotations on how to present the information in the student editions to assist in full 

understanding of the standards and other supports that will assist a teacher in 
developing their own understanding allowing for seamless transitions of that 
knowledge to student learning. 

3h 
¥! chapter or lesson overviews that explain the progression of the content and how this 

specific course connects to pervious and upcoming courses. 
3i 

¥! beginning sections of the entire book, unit, chapter, lesson that contains overview 
sections, teacher instruction pages, or ancillary supports that contain teacher 
instruction pages for any identified research-based strategies. 

3j 
¥! beginning sections of the entire book, unit, chapter, lesson that contains overview 

sections, teacher instruction pages, or ancillary supports that contain a narrative 
explanation of the content in each topic paying attention to key instruction that will 
inform others that may be assisting the child in their progress at school. 

 
After you have located the needed materials in the teacherÕs and/or di gital materials:  
3f 

¥! If technology support is embedded, it is overarching and accessible to most. 
¥! Knowledge of content that is included is accurate and understandable and gives true 

assistance to all educators using the materials. 
 
3h 



Guidance for Indicators 3f -3j: Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

¥! There is information given to allow for coherence, not just a single course above or 
below, but there are multiple course levels, if applicable, to allow a teacher to make 
prior connections and teacher for connections to future content. 

 
Team discussion:  

¥! Discuss the ease of finding the needed resources and the time commitment it would 
require to gather these resources to ensure that they would be useful.  

¥! Discuss the level of support needed in questioning, timeline, content assistance, etc. 
to ensure the teacher has the needed material to prepare students for the upcoming 
course. 

Scoring:  
2 points: Materials meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
3f 

¥! Content knowledge is included, where needed, and is accurate, understandable, and 
gives true assistance to all educators using the text. 

¥! When applicable and would enhance student learning, technology support is 
embedded, overarching and accessible to most. If technology support is never 
included, this indicator cannot get full points. 

3g 
¥! More advanced concepts are consistently explained and will improve a teacherÕs 

deeper understanding of the content. 
¥! Explanations are accessible to all educators. 

3h 
¥! Explanations of the role of the specific course-level content in the context of the 

overall materials are offered, at a minimum, in each unit/module. 
¥! Explanations are not always given as just one course level below or above but give 

connections among multiple course levels. 
3i 

¥! Explanations of the instructional approaches and research-based strategies of the 
program are provided. 

3j 
¥! NOT SCORED 

 
1 points: Materials DO NOT meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing AT LEAST 1 of the following:  

¥! Content knowledge is included, where needed, and is accurate, understandable, and 
gives true assistance to all educators using the text. 

¥! When applicable and would enhance student learning, technology support is 
embedded, overarching and accessible to most. If technology support is never 
included, this indicator cannot get full points. 

3g 
¥! More advanced concepts are consistently explained and will improve a teacherÕs 

deeper understanding of the content. 
¥! Explanations are accessible to all educators. 

3h 
¥! Explanations of the role of the specific course-level content in the context of the 

overall materials are offered, at a minimum, in each unit/module. 



Guidance for Indicators 3f -3j: Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

¥! Explanations are not always given as just one course level below or above but give 
connections among multiple course levels. 

3i 
¥! Explanations of the instructional approaches and research-based strategies of the 

program are provided. 
3j 

¥! NOT SCORED 
 
 
0 points: Materials DO NOT meet ANY of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing ALL of the following:  

¥! Content knowledge is included, where needed, and is accurate, understandable, and 
gives true assistance to all educators using the text. 

¥! When applicable and would enhance student learning, technology support is 
embedded, overarching and accessible to most. If technology support is never 
included, this indicator cannot get full points. 

3g 
¥! More advanced concepts are consistently explained and will improve a teacherÕs 

deeper understanding of the content. 
¥! Explanations are accessible to all educators. 

3h 
¥! Explanations of the role of the specific course-level content in the context of the 

overall materials are offered, at a minimum, in each unit/module. 
¥! Explanations are not always given as just one course level below or above but give 

connections among multiple course levels. 
3i 

¥! Explanations of the instructional approaches and research-based strategies of the 
program are provided. 

3j 
¥! NOT SCORED  



Guidance for Indicators 3k -3n:  Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

Indicators 3k -3n:  
3k. Materials regularly and systematically offer assessment opportunities that genuinely 
measure student progress. 
3l. Materials offer ongoing formative and summative assessments. 

3l.i Assessments clearly denote which standards are being emphasized. 
3l.ii Assessments provide sufficient guidance to teachers for interpreting student 
performance and suggestions for follow-up. 

3m. Materials should include routines and guidance that point out opportunities to monitor 
student progress. 
3n. Materials indicate how students are accountable for independent reading based on 
student choice and interest to build stamina, confidence, and motivation. 
 

What is the purpose of these indicators?  
Evidence collection:  
Look at both print and  digital (if accessible) teacherÕs materials for:  
3k 

¥! Review the materials to see if they provide a clear path to assess and monitor 
studentsÕ progress. 

3li  
¥! Review materials to see if they clearly denote which standards are being assessed. 

3lii  
¥! Review materials to see if rubrics and scoring guides can be used to assess the full 

meaning of the standards being assessed. 
¥! Review materials to see if they provide enough information for the teacher to fully 

interpret the studentsÕ performance. 
¥! Review materials to see if they provide follow-up steps/suggestions for the teacher. 
¥! Review materials to see if rubrics and scoring guides are easily understood. 

3m 
¥! Review materials to see if they provide for ongoing review, practice, and feedback. 
¥! Review materials to see if the amount of ongoing review and practice is reasonable. 
¥! Review materials to see if there are there multiple strategies for providing feedback. 

3n 
¥! Review the materials to see if they provide a clear path to assess and monitor 

studentsÕ independent. 
reading. 
 
Team discussion:  
Preparing for discussion Ñ questions to ask yourself:  
3k 

¥! What types of assessments are included in the materials? 
¥! Do the assessments genuinely measure student progress? 

3li  
¥! Does each assessment clearly indicate which standards are being emphasized? 

3lii  
¥! Do the assessments include teacher guidance? 
¥! Do the assessments include suggestions for follow-up? 

3m 



Guidance for Indicators 3k -3n:  Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

¥! Do the materials include routines and guidance that point out opportunities to monitor 
student progress? 

3n 
¥! Where did the materials indicate how students are held accountable for independent 

reading? 
 
During discussion:  

¥! Explain the strategy/reasoning used as you collected evidence for these indicators. 
Share any generalizations that you noted as you looked at materials over the course 
of the series, with specific examples to support the generalizations. 

Scoring:  
2 points: Materials meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
3k 
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¥! NOT SCORED 
1 points: Materials DO NOT meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing AT LEAST 1 of the following:  
3k 
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Guidance for Indicators 3k -3n:  Teacher Planning and Learning for Success with CCSS   
Criterion: Materials support teacher learning and understanding of the Standards. 

!

¥! NOT SCORED 
 
0 points: Materials DO NOT meet ANY of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing ALL of the following:  
3k 
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Guidance for Indicators 3o -3r: Differentiated Instruction  
Criterion: Materials provide teachers with strategies for meeting the needs of a range of 
learners so that they demonstrate independent ability with grade-level standards. 

!

Indicators 3o -3r:  
3o. Materials provide teachers with strategies for meeting the needs of a range of 
learners so that they  
demonstrate independent ability with grade -level standards.  
3p. Materials regularly provide all students, including those who read, write, speak, or 
listen below grade  
level, or in a language other than English, with extensive opportunities to  work with 
grade level text and  
meet or exceed grade -level standards.  
3q. Materials regularly include extensions and/or more advanced opportunities for 
students who read,  write, speak, or listen above grade level.  
3r. Materials provide opportunities for te achers to use a variety of grouping strategies.  
 

What is the purpose of these indicators?  
Evidence collection:  
Look at both print and digital (if accessible) teacherÕs materials for:  
3o 

¥! Be specific about strategies or materials provided for differentiated instruction. There 
must be more than a statement at the beginning of the chapter or lesson that is 
generic or states that the same strategy could be used with every lesson. 

¥! Variance in presenting the lessons is noted as it would apply to meeting the needs of 
a range of learners. 

3p 
¥! Include evidence of differentiation for all special populations (ELL, other special 

populations). 
¥! Materials should include specific strategies for support, accommodations or 

modifications within the lessons or the assignments. 
¥! Vocabulary or concepts may include scaffolding for teachers to present the materials 

3q 
¥! Collect examples of advanced students working at a greater depth with a standard. 
¥! Note any areas in the lessons or tasks where advanced work is substituted for the on-

grade level work (where advanced students are not doing more tasksÑ but tasks with 
greater depth) 

3r 
¥! Provide examples of the grouping strategies and ways the materials provide for 

interaction among students. 
Team discussion:  
Preparing for and during discussion:  
3o 

¥! What is differentiated instruction, and what does it look like in lessons or in 
assignments? 

¥! Review teacherÕs guide, assessments, and other materials to find all possible places 
for noted instructional supports. 

¥! What is different between provided materials that are specific for differentiated 
instruction or the materials that are general notes about what Òcould beÓ 
implemented? 

3p 



Guidance for Indicators 3o -3r: Differentiated Instruction  
Criterion: Materials provide teachers with strategies for meeting the needs of a range of 
learners so that they demonstrate independent ability with grade-level standards. 

!

¥! What are the needs of special populations? How can tasks be modified to ensure 
work is on grade level but accessible to special populations of students? 

¥! What materials would help teachers provide lessons and concepts to help support 
these students? 

3q 
¥! What are the needs of advanced populations of students? 
¥! How can on-grade-level concepts be investigated at a greater depth? 

3r 
¥! What group strategies might you find in instructional materials? 

 
Scoring:  
2 points: Materials meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
3o 
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1 points: Materials DO NOT meet ALL of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing AT LEAST 1 of the following:  
3o 
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Guidance for Indicators 3o -3r: Differentiated Instruction  
Criterion: Materials provide teachers with strategies for meeting the needs of a range of 
learners so that they demonstrate independent ability with grade-level standards. 
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0 points: Materials DO NOT meet ANY of the requirements of this indicator.  
The materials are missing ALL of the following:  
3o 
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Guidance for Indicators 3s -3v: Effective Technology Use  
Criterion: Materials support effective use of technology to enhance student learning. Digital 
materials are accessible and available in multiple platforms. 

!

Indicators 3s -3v:  
3s. Digital materials (either included as a supplementary to a textbook or as part of a 
digital curriculum) are  web-based, compatible with multiple internet browsers (e.g., 
Internet Explorer, Firefox, Google Chrome,  etc.), Òplatform neutralÓ (i.e., are com patible 
with multiple operating systems such as Windows and Apple  and are not proprietary 
to any single platform), follow universal programming style, and allow the use of  
tablets and mobile devices.  
3t. Materials support effective use of technology to enh ance student learning, drawing 
attention to  evidence and texts as appropriate.  
3u. Materials can be easily customized for individual learners.  
3u.i Digital materials include opportunities for teachers to personalize learning for all 
students,  
using adaptiv e or other technological innovations.  
3u.ii Materials can be easily customized for local use.  
3v. Materials include or reference technology that provides opportunities for teachers 
and/or students to  collaborate with each other (e.g., websites, discussion groups, 
webinars, etc.).  
 

What is the purpose of these indicators?  
Evidence collection:  

¥! Review all instructional materials in the core grade-level program, including the 
Teacher Edition/ Guide(s), assessments, and any supplemental materials to find all 
integrations of instructional technology. 

¥! Review both professional resources for teachers and resources and materials for 
students. 

¥! Consider how technology is integrated with program materials to enhance student 
learning. 

¥! Use the questions below to gather evidence to inform the rating of these indicators: 
3s 

¥! Are any instructional technology resources web-based and compatible with multiple 
internet browsers (e.g., Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer, Firefox)?  

¥! Are materials accessible on both Windows and Apple platforms? 
¥! Do student resources (including assistive technology for students with disabilities) 

work on tablets and other mobile devices as well as laptops or desktop computers? 
3t 

¥! Do digital materials enhance student learning? Do digital materials draw attention to 
evidence and texts when appropriate? 

3ui  
¥! Are teachers able to manipulate or construct learning experiences for students? 
¥! Can digital materials be differentiated based on individual studentsÕ needs? 

3uii  
¥! Are teachers able to customize digital materials for local use (student and/or 

community interests)? 
3v 

¥! Do the digital materials provide opportunities for online collaboration? Is this 
collaboration between teacher and student? Or student to student? (e.g., discussion 
groups, webinars, e-mail messaging) 



Guidance for Indicators 3s -3v: Effective Technology Use  
Criterion: Materials support effective use of technology to enhance student learning. Digital 
materials are accessible and available in multiple platforms. 

!

Team discussion:  
¥! Be able to explain the strategy/reasoning used as you collected evidence for this 

indicator.  
¥! Be able to share any generalizations formulated while reviewing grade-level materials, 

with specific examples to support the generalizations 
Scoring:  

Note: None of these indicators are scored. Only qualitative evidence is provided.  
!
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