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On the other side of livelihood are recorded in Sangam literature  

���� �.����� | Dr.A.Chandran1 
 

Abstract: Like day and night, happiness and 
sadness, rich and poor, love and velour 
are the important contrasting disciplines of 
ancient Tamilans pleasure and pain in any 
man's life comes and goes. History didn't 
record people who only enjoyed pleasure 
as both pleasure and pain are the important 
aspects of human life. Between love and 
velour, ancient Tamilans preferred love as 
an important aspects of their personal life. 
Those who read sangam literature knows 
the importance of courtly life of Tamilans. 
This paper is an attempt 
to find the geniuses of 
love. It also questions 
whether they loved with 
caste and material 
consciousness. 

Keywords:   Sangam Literature, Tamilans, 
Like day and night, happiness and sadness, 
rich and poor, love and velour, �h! 
-,./
h!i, E!�+�	� 3A<.!h!i, 

+j0 
+j0 
+� �/
4�+. 

*** 

<GlK ��m6� �+�	
� nA!o+� 
!+�� x q�0 (E!0 x =s0) u�<�� 
�� v*<W !+�4, �w0. !+�� u�<W 
E! �+��j0 q�0 u�<W =s 
�+��j0 wS.w0. “xK� E�<+� 
xF�y0 xFK�jh nV/�s !+,KWT 
zs��”1 -�� E! x{.!0 ���T 
<G<+|}� El
+o3+~T 4<+*sT 
<V0 JsT<. �!+GVioW. -W �h! 
-,./
K� �+JK� E��F.w0 
��6�� x�A. -�� x{.!�1S �h! 
                                                           
1 2�	T4<�+J6
�, ���KWs, �
�1��. !��6 (���+|J), �FT<K��, 4���, 09344495413, 
chandran@shctpt.edu  

!+,K�� �G �<G -l4
 E�z� 
���� u�s 4!+|<+|}� nsT<V�W 
4<+� 3|V0�+� 2io�+? E�,W 
E�*w 3+s+� ���T<+V!i <+l�!�� 
�|<3+!. nsT<|Vio��+? E. 
!+,K�� -F <+��K��F0 x4� 
	�3+! 2G3jl��+� !+��K 
�+�!o+? !+��K� z��� �+�, 
�<+Fo+�+�0 ��,+� ��+�W !+��h 
!�.!+!. !+�,. !	|l�*!+� 
wST=!i ��+�W 2io��+? <Gl. 
!+,� �C!0 !+�, u��+A 

u��41+./
W? !+��� 
3A<.!0 u�A 
nsK�.!� u�A -�y0 
4�A u�4
y0 2Gl+? 
u�<� 4<+�s 4!i	 
!�.!+� 	l4�V0 
JA �
*J
 

43*�!+i/sW -. !|V�.  

!+�� �+�	� ��6�� �!0 

<Gl.!+,K�� !+�� 4�+*s0 �! 
-
�<+! 1l�<*s x�s+!� 
JK�6./�s� �h! -,./
h!i. 


+j0 
+j0 
+� �/
4�+ 
u��j0 ���j0 u0�s. 4!�� 

+y0 �j0 u��� ESW0 
 ��0=,T �<
��� 4<+, 
E�=l �1��0 �+0 !,���4�”  

(wA.40) 
E�+�W, !+�,>� �+j0 !+��D� 
�+j0 xF�� xF�� ��z� 
ES
+���!i. EW4<+� E��!�l
 
���
F0 2s	��!i -�,. 
uT<}4
+ 2s	��!o+! ��+�!i. 
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E�� 2s� ��03G v,K�� �<~� 
3m�� 4<+� x�A !,��W.  
-��+A u�	� �1F.!}j0, 
u��<+�T=0 -�,+3� -
�<+~K 
4�+�A0 !+�,+�W,  

“v,K�y0 �<64� �+>y0 2
����A  
�6y0 �� Eo	�4s ….” (wA.3)  

u�A �~3
+��+!�0, 
2
��+��+!�0, v!�*sW3+!�0 
2ioW. EKWl�, !+�� z6� 
�*S�3+! ��AKWT  =s��io�0 
��~/sW.   

“�-lT <}y0 
+GV !����� 
��2s 3!�S� =���J 4<+,T 
z6�E6W �/
 �Gl+. !+3�3+V 
2l�2D� 4<+w!��, !l�ES�W  
-F4�0 �/
  2,!KW  
xF4�0 �/
 =�3 1+0 2
*4!” 

 (wA.57) 
E�+�W, J, v�l z64� <, j!3+~ 
3+A/�sW. !+�,�!�.w 2l��+� 
-�GV. ��+� 2D� x�A�+�. 
-��+A 4�+�A0 !+�,+�W,  

“!+,j0 <!�0 !
A 3+,j0  
��W�� 
+3�0 	}
�0 u�A-T  
�<+{W -l��6D� �<+~4
 !+30”

  

(wA.32) 
u�. !+, -l���!o. !l���+! 
2ioW. !+�,+? !l3
+? u�s+� 
!+�4, �<6W u�<W E.!+,K��6� 
3�v,
+! -F�WioW.  

“�|l+� JsTz� <|}�0 �<Sy0 
�+6F0 n��� �
h/m x�
 
�+4�� �+�
 �1�4�” (<|}.218-20) 

u�A �<+Fi4�l� ���, 	F0z
 
�,�� �� 3�	
T z6
 
3���SK �� ��,	�. !	V�W0 
2GV. -T<}K ��yl
 �,	
T 
z6
 3s.! -
,+3� ��yl
 
	�
. (�<+Fi4�l� ������) 
!	|l v, <*S
 <��!i vs
 
2io�. -� E.!+,K �,�� 
�,	 43� �!+Gl E�z� El 

+oh!o+! 2io�.  

-��+s+!K 4�+�A0 !+�� �F3�K�� 
�}�l/�sW. �F3�0 �<*4s+� 
�03�KWl� (J, 4�, 3l4,A��) 
E�,W �03���S 2l�4<+./� 
(�+�s+!: E!0. 55, 65, 105 ���
�) 
1l�<*AioW.  

E��+A 3�0 �}K���!i 
3/��Jjl� �+��Wio��. E�*w� 
�+�s+~T z��F0 wA���+!T 
<+l,. ns,+0. “1�s+!. !+~�J
 
<+, 2s �*ST �<*s �*S
 
�D�, !+��i 3,�T 4<+�s �3��
 
	��!o+� z��W w�o
T 4<�s 
3jGl !G!�� �+�Tz�W =! 
�1Fh/T<l� ->
 =�T=� �� 
jl
 wm0z�K �,	, �+4� 
Wm+	� �3K��i. E{.w*s 
E�	��!oK �+� 2VK�DF�� �
 
�lD� WlK��i. E��+� 
E{.4!S
 E��l
K W�
+3� 
2VK�. �!+Gl�i. �+� �3K� 
2�	�. !��� 2Gl*!G, ‘->W’ 
u�A =!��W nS
 Eo	�, xi�
 
�1*S
jl
 E�i �!0 
<D�s+��ST zs� ES
+�G�0 
�G��+! 3/���+i.”2  

43�0 �F3�K�*wT zsw, 

“ 3S -lT <VK� 3+�z� 4<+, 
=���� 1V��� �!” (�h.401)  

u�A w|}3+� -lD4, �!+Gl 
�G, �<G 3+�!oT 4<+, �<*s 
3!� 1V	� /lK�K �,�y0 
�,	j0 ->W 2sh/��. 

=���* !�-
 �+~=s0 �
h/ 
1�-�� ���� /l.!” (�h.402)  

�,	 3!�K �{	.�!+GV <VK 
�F.!, �,�4�+ �,	D� �W!K 
�{	.�!+GV <VK�F��+i. “�,�� 
x��.! �1*S �!+Gl �� -o0 
3�	 �� 3!y.w �, |l�0, 
�+� E�oW �W/� =sK4� �{	. 
/l����”3  !+��� =����4<+W !Gl 
-�<K�. !+|}�0 3!�. !+¡0 
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4�|! -F�F.w0 �<6�+! 2ioW. 
“�,�� �� E�z*w6
 !+��
K 
�{	, <+��!i, ->3 �w3+A, 
-�D,.!�K4�+V -��W ���T 
<VK�
 -�D� <
�K 4���W0 �� 
-�,+�o+V n}. !+���<K� 
�!��W0 �+�/s+�”4.  

-��+A -�,s �+�.!D�0 ��+l��W 
-�<3+! E3/sW. EW wm��T 
4<*S*wT zsw !��� 3�	.w 
-lD,+� E�< -�y0 �1F.!3+! 
3+*SjioW. �Fh!.nS� <GlK 
��m6� !+�� �+��+�W -
�<+!K 
4�+�S, �o��W, �F3�0, wm��T 
4<A u�s !+, -l���D� -�y0 
EW E�!6KW�!+G4l ���AioW.  

-��
�,+0 E.!+,. !+�� <*S
 
����!T <+��. �F0<K �F0<T 
<}KW 3/m -l3�T<�.  

!+�� �+�	� 3s�!0 

-W�� 1+0 �h! -,./
h!�� 
!+��� ����!K�, E�� Em!T 
<+�K4�+0. -�*S*w 3+s+� 2i�!T 
<+��j0 <+l�!�� 2io�. Em!+� 
�!K�*wi x��W�!+GVio 3s�! 
E�J
� <*S
 ->� �F.!3+!T 
<+�.!,+0. E���� E�J
�? E!K�� 
x��W�!+GVio E�J
�? u�A 
4!|!K 4�+�A0. E!T<+l�!i 
u�,+�0 E�z� Em! 3|V43 <�� 
��~
	�,. 3+s+! E�z� u�� 
	�j0 <+l�!�� -lDl4
 J, 
-lh!�� <�� ��~Wio�. �|<3+� 
�+JTz��� !+�� u�s Em/yi 
3s�W /l.w0 2i�!K� / 3s 
�!K� E�� E�J
,T <*S ES�W 
�!+io,+0.  

!+�,� !+��
. !	V��  

�h!!+,0 �<+*!+,0. E.!+,K�� 
!+�� ���KW �o��WioW u�<W u�� 
Eo	*w 2G34
+ E�� Eo	*w 
-�,�
�s+�0 �3!+,K�� �C!K�� 
v,��W 4<+, !+�� u�y0 �<
6� 
�3+*sh!�0 <Gl. !+,K�� v!�� 

Wio�� �h!T<+l�!i <�� 

��~Wio�. EKWl�, E��+A 
�3+*A0 1<�!�.wK �Gl� 
E�.w0 �m.!0 nl -F�WioW u�s 
wST< E!1+¢*AT <+l� (256) 
����+! 	o.w/sW. “!i£� u�y0 
�� Emw �h!T�<*sW;  <m3� 
JsT=l� =!� �.!W; <,�!
+� 
�.!i vs�� �
�!oj0, v,KW.w 
Emw �F0 !F0=K 4�+|lh!oj0 
2l
W; EK�!
  �6�!G �1S 
��S
 Es�� xF��, -o0�<G 
xFK�D� Em/
 �<G3 1,K��. 
!���W 2Gl+�; z��� E�o 
ES4
� u�A Es4�+� ���� 
Es3*s �<+~�¥�0 2�K�+�; E�� 
�0 4��.!
 ES����+~. 4!|lS�� 
E�
K�+�, E�� ��~� El+� 
��
, 2G3�
�K ��6�W, ���!i 
�!+Gl �<6
 3�K�� !��K� /oD� 
E�� -A!. !|} �KW, E�� 
�,D� �*S�T �<~���.”5 -T<+l� 
!+�� u�s �<
6� �<G!o �3+*A�W 
<Gl.!+,K�� -F�WioW u�<� 
���T<l
+!4� nA/�sW. 

-W -��+SF.! -�y0 J, <+l� 
!�� �,	 E�,W 4�+�D� 
n*A.!i !+��� �<
�+� �3+*sT<|l 
�<G!i <*S
 ��~�!oK �F/�s�. 
�+�s+! 1*S� 45 �0 <+l,. 
ns,+0.  

v��+* !+��.!T<V0 -�i�+�, 
“!l*!�� 4�+,D� 2io Em/
 
JAw}D�!G4� -F.w0, �, 
vsK�jl
 �<6
 !l�0 !,hw3+A 
E��43* ���A �,qJ ¦�T 
z}./�s <���� 3!i ��+i. �4
+, 
�1}
 �!+}!i !+*s+� E��W, 
�lhw0 !lK ��F.!o. �!+Gl 
<m
 �6�!G 2io !V3
+� 
��,� �.! 4�� 2l
 ����0  
�!+Gl�>� E�=.w6
 3!�.  u0 
w,KW.w � �<+F�W�+~ E�,.  
43�0 v�K� 2l
 �s+¦� 
EAKW. !+
 �K�� 4�G}, E� 
��D�* !+j04<+W n|l3+~K ���0 
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<s�!o 1+h!i 	�|V0 ��+�4,0. 
uh!�.w 2
�� u�� 4�G}jioW? 
x�A0 4�Gl+. u0 2l0�<�,+0 
=,+� 1+*s0 q�/�sW; u�4� u0 
EF/� �q� ��4�Gl+. !l� �� 
	o�
,+!. �!+i�/�s u3W JS
 
1�, �+�.!
+�W �03T 4<+�s 
2
��l
��A; uh!i <���� w}D� 
203T 4<+�s ����3.!�0 
2io��.”6  

-T<+l�� �F0  

“!V�4��� ����� !+�� 3!4� 
………………………………………………..  
�<F�� 	oji u0JA 1��+�.! 
�043+V =��4�+ E�A 
u034�+6� ��03�0 2lK4�”  

(E!0. 45:5-11) 
�/
 E}!�� x�.w0 “�,�� 
��� 2
�����+~ v���3
� 
�|} -!{0 wST=”7 3*A0 “u0 
2l0�<�,+0 =,+� 1+*s0 q�/�sW; 
u�4� u0 EF/� �q� �� 4�Gl+. 
!l� �� 	o�
,+!. �!+i�/�s 
u3W JS
 1�, �+�.!
+�W �03T 
4<+�s 2
��l
��A; uh!i <���� 
w}D� 203T 4<+�s ����3.!�0 
2io��”8

 u�<��0 !+��K� �G �+� 
D� �*sK�+�� !+��3+!. !+��K� 
�<G�. !	|Vio+� u�<� 
2��KW/�s�. <+l�� -lD� 
x�.w0 !���+��D� w��� C,0 
-�K ����+! ES�W�!+io �} 
/�sW. EKWl�, E�� �3+*sK�K 
�+h/.�!+GV E��F�W ¦GV�F0 
����l
�o+~ ET<+l�� �|lT 
<V0 �<G -FT<�j0 103+� !�>.! 
�}/�sW.  

-W -��+A -F.! J, <+l�!�� 
!+�,�+� �3+*sT<|l wST=!i 
3|V43 /l./�s�. ET<}T<|l 
wST<. �!+Gl <+l�!�� x�s+! 
1*S� 36�0 <+l,� �|l,+0.  

“wA3
+� ���h!+�!ojl
, 
�!+�,��, �<6
 �G=� �<+�� 
�.! �1*S
jl
 !6
 �<G
+� 

=,0=3+A ��*s E!�s !+|}�!G 
�<6
 !�*s. �!+��0; EK�w 
!+|}lK�+/
 3, �<+F��
 1+|}� 
�+/
 �,�� ‘2��T z6
 
3+|4l�' u�A nS
 ��+�, 2G3 
u�. �!+GV 1+0 10 1,K� 
-m�W	|4l+0. <��*A0 ��+*!o 
jl
 ��T�<G!i 3s�+!T 4<�0 
�3+�4
+V 4�� -�§F0 43�3
*s 
���	
 �3+�!o. nA��*w 
4�G}
 2�!oT �<+F��
W. �! 
-�§� Eo	� Elh!+� <��3+�
T 
�<*sW. u�4� -W�0 u��T 4<+� 
-�	� WD,+W �D*A. -�§� 
u��T4<+, u�� -m��W -h¨�0 
�h!+W �D*A?”9  

-T<+l�� xF �<G �+� �3+*sT 
<|l�T <*S. nA0 !���+�� 
E�*!+� !+��h!i <*S
 wST=!i 
u�j0 ��	�,. E4� 41�0, 

“!�,! ��*<� ��+��� 4�S 

+0u0 1,� -m���43 
+3KW 
E,��+~T �<G}� E0<�,+V x�S 
=�D� "�3+� <D*S
 2�uVKW 
��+. �!©�KW �! 
�+�u� -m��W -�E{h!� �4�”  

(1*.36) 

u�s <+l� E}!�� ���T<V0 !� 
��+��D� w��, ��� !>�+� 

��+�,. 4!|VT �<G ��� 
-m���+!. nA0, ��+� u� -m�� 
�+� -�� �6� 2io��!i ET 
�<G�T <�KW. nA/�s��? u�s 
	�+�j0 u{Tz� ����/�sW. 
43�0, 

“!�A0 2G�+W !,K�y0 <l+W 
 …………………………………………… 
 ………….. 3+3. !	4�” (wA.27) 
 3*A0  

“�|V4�� �!+� �+.w4�� �!+� 
 ………………………………………. 

2m�41+~ ES
+W W��0 ��.4!” 

(wA.28) 
u�s <+l�!�� �|lT<V0 �<G!�� 
z6�KW
�!�� -F�W 3+s+�W 

1*S�T <l� 36-� nsT<V0 
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�<G�� z6�KW
� u�<W 
���T<l
+!K ��6/sW.  

EKWl�, -T<+l�� u{T<T<V0 	�+ 
�! �./
3+� x�s+!K 4�+�A/�sW. 
�<+W�+! E!T<+l�� �,��T 
z6�� �,	D� 3��FK�0 (�F3�0 
41+./
 u��<+�Tz� -F��+�0) 
��yl
 3�4��� ��+6� E,� 
u�s v,!�� E3j0. ��+� 
-T<+l��,  

E,��+~T �<G}� E0<�,+V x�S 
=�D� "�3+� <D*S
 2� (1*.6,7)  

E�+�W, <+l,}!�� E,��+~T 
�<G}� 2�!�l� "�3+�j0 !,�W 
�F/�sW u�s !���+��D� n*A 
!�>.! 4�G}
W. EKWl�, �G 
Jh!3+�W �<G
+� �FK�0 
Elj3+A �G 
+�
. �!+��0 
1+|l���+� �,�� u�<�j0 
-�KWT <+�.!  4�G}jioW. 

-�*s�
�,+0 -�KWT <+�.! xF 
�G3!�+� �3+*sT<|l �<G�� 
E�,K�j0 E�oW W�<K� 43�0 
E�!6.!� ��~
 �
�0 �C!K�� 
-�v,
j0 -T<+l�� wST=!i 
1�w =,T<VKW/�s� u�<�K 
����+! ES
�}/�sW. -� 4<+, 
<, <+l�!�� �G!o+� �3+*sT<|l 
�<G!�� W
�h!i <����~
T 
<|Vio�. -� <Gl.!+, 3.!�� 
�+�	� 3s�!h!�� u�J v*!. 
n}
 <��!o+w0. -�*sT <*S 
	6�+! ��+
 4�GV0. 

!+��� �<G!�.!+� !|VT<+V 

<Gl. !+,K�� �<G!�.!+� 
!|VT<+V!i ��+o3+! -F�Wio�. 
E�*S� !+��� ��+�,T<V0 
!|VT<+V �!�0 !�>.!T<l 4�G}
 
x�A. E�� �./
3+�W �G!i 
uT<} 4�GV3+�+�0 -F.!,+0. 
��+� �<G!i -T<}K�+� -F.! 
4�GV0 u�s �C!. !|l3T<+w0. 
-��. !|VT<+V -�A�� 3+s+3� 
-FT<W 4���
+�, 4�}.!
+� 

x�A. -�*!+� !+�� !+6
h!i 
wSKWT �<+WK�oK�� 	6�+� 
	�+�h!i E�J
0. -W xF=s�F.! 
<Gl. !+,K�� -�� v,3 
u��+SF��W? �C!0 �<G!�.!+� 
!|l3T< u��+A �wK�F��W 
u�<�*w� �+�A <!���+~ 2ioW 
1*S� 32�0 <+l�.  

“4�+ª; �+��+
+!! ‘3+4
+�T 4<+�s 
�<6
 3,T<.!0. Ehw E�y.w 
��zs�� !G��+~ E��6K� �<+{W 
E�y.w ��zs�� ��io 
vsK���+� <,4���T 4<+�A 
��G3
+~ 	ohw0 EF	!i, 
EK�!
 3,.w6
 �,�� 
1+i4�+A0 10 =�K�� <.!K4� ��W 
103 	F0z �F���+�’ u�A nA0 
u�W 2G3
+� 2�
 � 
����W�!+Gl+~ -�,. u��. 
4!|<� 	VKW, �j0 E�� 
41+.w�Wl� 2�>lKW E�= �!+Gl 
4�+�
4�+V0  ��+~�W ES
K�.!W 
-W��� ES�W z�= Eo�o+�!. 
E�� n*A 3AT<�*/�,. ES��.! 
�+�4s+� �043+V 1|=.�!+io 
	F0z
��!�� w�h!o ���� 
��+~�W <+�KW 1|=. �!+i��. 1|=. 
�!+Gl zsw E���0 w�h!o 
��+
 3+|l+�. � E��+A 
3,./m�>lKW 1|=. �!+io 
	�,. ���� 1|=� ��~W -T4<+W 
��AK�� �!+W u�<� ES!.”10  

1�,�� x �!|l�� u�<�T <+�KW. 
!+��.! 4�GV0. xF4�o 
!+��K��� �!|l��+! -FT<�T 
zsw ES�W�!+Gl+�0 !+��K� E�� 
�¡l� �+� E�i �F3�0 
1l�<s4�GV0 u�s E�s
 
�C!K�� v,T<+|lT 
<����~WioW 43*!Gl <+l�.  

-��+A �h!!+,K��, 

• -.!+,K�� v,��W 4<+, 
�G!i !+��KW	|VT z��� 
!	V�W. 
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• �+� E�,W �<+Fo+�+�0 
E�,W 4�A <, !+��h!o+� 
�<G!�� !+�� 4�+*AT4<+�W. 

• !+��K��� uT<}T<|l��+! 
-F��+�0 E�yl� 4���W 
�+m� �C!0 �*=AKW�W  

u� E!�+�	� 3A<.!h!i <, 
-F�Wio� ES�W�!+io �}/�sW. 
-��+s+� 4!+�K�� �h!T<+l�!i 
�{3
j0 	6�+! ��+~��+� 
-�y0 <, =�
 2G3!o 1+0 
ES
�}j0. 

�+��sG 	o.!0 

1. ��+�!+Tz
0 - �<+Fo�!+�0 
(2��o0) E!K��D
�, 
<.12. 

2. wA���+! C,�0 2�j0, 
<.167. 

3. �hwA C,�0 2�j0, <.886. 
4.  43,W, <.890  
5. E!1+¢A C,�0 2�j0, <.. 

768,69. 
6. 43,W, <.79 
7. 43,W <.80 
8. 43,W <.79. 
9. 1*S� C,�0 2�j0, <.63. 
10. 43,W <.56. 
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