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Interrogative Nouns: Grammarian’s Perspectives and Observations 

����� �.�+(� ,���
 * 
X�	9 $���"#
�, ���$�%���=� �+(9���(
 Z�[ 
��*��9 ��(��?(\(%, ��#�� �8�(%, ��*�� - 5 

krksankaraatamil@gmail.com 

Abstract: This Paper attempts to examine the perspectives and observations of 
Tamil  traditional grammarians in regard to the Interrogative Nouns and to trace on the 
development of their views Chronologically, i.e. right from Tolkappiyam  The Modern Literary 
corpus will also be used to find out whether there are any Significant development are 
noticeable in the use of Interrogative Nouns. 

Keywords: Tolkappiyam, Literary corpus, 	��9 ��
�, ��?(l 

	��9 ��
�(m* ���(, n��9/ ��[(& @o
� ��?(l(m* 
�����(�8p% ��q(�8p% r=
Z��9���( �?(�=�� n���*[Z.  

����(�9s
% ��  nt9��u0� ��
�(�8 !*[�(9 s#?�*[Z. 
n��
���, 

1. X
��� 9 ��
� 
 2. nxo� 9 ��
�  
3. z0� �� ?@% {�*� X#��
 (	�q9 ��
�) 

 ����(�9s
% (����.162-165), n�*, ��*, X�*, n�&, ��&, X�&, n��, 
���, X��, 
�*, 
�%, ,�%, 
��*, 
��&, 
��� r*�% ��
�(�%, z���
=
� 
�(* r*�% �8	 (z��(*), �����
=
�  �(& r*�% �8	 (����(&), 
�����
=
� �(� �-� (���u��t), ,% ��7Z��% �(��% �(���% (,%s, 
,+�(), ��[9��
� ��u� �(*, �(&, ��7��, �?(& r*�% ��
�%, z�X, 
�(�X9 ��
�, ���u�
�� ����( X�u
 n*�% z�% (n*�*, n*��*), 
���u�
�� ����( X�u
 ����u* �8	 (n*�&, n*��&), �9���= ��% 
�8	 ((� *�*), r����%, r���%, �����
=
� �(* r*�% �8	 
(����(*), 2�9��
� (�Z��
�*), @�9��
� (�+(
��*), @t9��
� ($��*), 
	��9��
� (���*), X�u9��
� (���*�*), ��/�(�& ��
� ((#
*), ��$���? 
@o
� ��[9��
� (��
�, �7��
�), ��$��� @o
� "��9��
� (@�u�, ��	u�), 
��$��� @o;
� �� 9��
� ($��=��), �t��% �\?�* zt
� ��
� 
(����l
�, ��&8l
�), r�l
>��
� (��*��) r*[ X
��� 9 ��
�(�8? 
@o9s=�*[Z. 


PL�EL9�-H� 
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n�* ��* X���� ��X% ��
�% 
n�& ��* X��8� ��X% ��
�% 
n�� ��� X���� ��X% ��
�% 

�*
�% ,���� ��X% ��
�% 

��* 
��& 
�� ��*�% 
z�0* !*$[�= n9�� ��7Z% 
���o �7� X
��� 9 ��
$�” (����.����.162) 

“
�Z
� 
��� �
*�% ��
�%” (����.����.167) 

 ����(�9s
% (����.167-171), nZ, �Z, XZ, n��, ���, X��, nxZ, �xZ, 
XxZ, n�, ��, X�, 
�Z, 
�, 
��� r*�% ��
�(�%, ���, ��, "�, X&8, 
���, 	��
��� p% ��
� (X��Z), ��/9 ��
� ((#
Z), ���
Z r�? 
�8?@% r��?@o9��
� (z0�% �7��*), �9s* z�
 ��
�2�� ((� 
$��*[Z) z�
 nxo� 9 ��
�(�8? @o9s=�*[Z.  

	�q9��
�(8�(
 ����(�9s
� (����.174-179), �
>��
�, "��9��
�, 
"����>��
�, ��[9��
�, ��%, ��*, r���%, �0�, � r*���>�[? 
@o9s=�*[��. $��%, 

�
>��
� -  ����� �
>��
�, z��� �
>��
�, �*�� �
>��
�, ���� 
�
>��
� 

"��9��
� -  ����� "��9��
�, z���� "��9��
�, �*��� "��9��
�, 
�����"��9��
� 

"����>��
� - ����� ��t
 "����>��
�, z��� ��t
 "����>��
�, 
�*�� ��t
   "����>��
�, ���� ��t
 "����>��
� 

��[9��
� - ����� ��[9��
�, z��� ��[9��
� 

$,�,��% ($,�.55), r�*, r�&, r��, 
��*, 
��& r*[ X
���  
	��9��
�(�8p%, rZ, r��, 
�Z, 
���, ��� ���
 nxo�  
	��9��
�(�8p% @o9s=�*[Z ($,�.57). 

 ,*��, r�*, ��*, 
��* r*���>�[ z���� 	��9��
�(8�(q% 
(,*.276), r�&, ��&, 
��& r*���>�[9 ������ 	��9��
�(8�(q% (,*.277), 
r��, 
��� r*���>�[9 ������ 	��9��
�(8�(q% (,*.278), rZ, �Z, 
�Z 
r*���>�[ nxo�  �*[*��� 	��9��
�(8�(q% (,*.279), r��, ���, 
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��� r*���>�[ nxo�  ��	*��� ��
�(8�(q% (,*.280) ,*�� 
��=�*[Z. 

 ��?(  	8?(% (��.	.177), r�*, ��*, 
��* r*�% X
���  
	��9��
�(�8p%, rZ, �Z, 
�Z, r��, ���, 
��� r*�% nxo�  
	��9��
�(�8p% (��.	.180-181) @o9s=�*[Z. 

 ���*�� 	8?(% (���.	.65), rZ, �Z, 
�Z r*[ X(� �>- 
	��9��
�(�8� ��=���9 s*��% ;>�� 	8?@�*[Z. 

“r 
� ���% z { �>-% 
� �� ��p% 	�� z@%$� 
r�* r* 	�� 	��? @o9/ �� �����” (���.	.����.102) 

  ����,��% (���.	.39), r�*, 
�Z r*�% 	����
�(�8? @o9s=�*[Z. 

�
Z�#
%, r�*, 
��* r*�% z���� 	��9��
�(�8p% (�.�.477), 
r�&, 
��& r*�% ������ 	��9��
�(�8p% (�.�.479), r��, 
��� r*�% 
	��9��
�(�8p% (�.�.481), 
�Z r*�% �*[*��� 	��9��
��p% (;.482) 
@o9s=�*[Z. ���;� (���.54), r�& r*�% 	��9��
#�� ��=% ��=�*[Z. 

��*�� (��*.86,88), X
��� 9 ��
#� 	�����
Z?(& r*- 
@o9s=�[$� �	�, r7� r�
Z?(& r*���� ��u	���. nxo� 9��
#� rZ, 

��� r*���>�[? @o9s=�*[Z. 

���? (�9/ �
% (�.(�.�.97-100), 
��*, 
��&, 
���, 
�Z, 
��� z�
 
�7Z% ��[$
 z����, ������, ������, �*[*���, ��	*���?@ X#
 
	�����
��@% r*�[Z. $�>�o
 �7�* ��	
 2��
�( r�*, r�&, r��, 
rZ, r�� r*���>�[? @o9s=�*[Z. �*, r+$( r*�% ���= ��
�(�% 
�%��� !	u
�>@% X#
���@% r*�[Z. 

Who r*�% 	��9��
� X
��� ?@% what r*�% 	��9��
� 
nxo� ?@% X#
���( �\?�� ���
�[ ���
9��t�?�[Z r*-% �.�. 
��=�[�� (2003:53). 

$��%, 
��� r*���� 
�� r*- @-�
 �t	� ������ �\+@����, 
�
>"? ��?(
$��= (��� "?(��% z0>- r*�[�� �
����* (�.�.,2003:223).  

�>(��
 ���� 	��9 ��
�(& 

�=9�Z rZ?  
r��p% ���u����� ��7� �u
�$�$
 ,�* ��9���(q% n�
�����. 
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�* �����( n��
 $��=%?  
n� r9�t z� 
(t���, (t�% r��
��� X0�u* ��?( $��t
Z rZ?  

�� 
�� r7��7� n8+(�?@9 $��( $��=%  

�� r*� �(�=?( $���[��(&? 

�� 
��?@ nt��uZ? 
rZ?@ n�$�  
r
���  
r*� ��#
��?  

 	��9 ��
�(m� rZ, r��, �*, r9�t, 
��, 
��, rZ?@, r
���, r*� 
$��*[ 	��9 ��
�(m* ���( ��[(& �>(��
 ���� n�(��(9 
�
*�=
�9�=�*[�. 	��9��
�(�8 ��?(l(& X
��� , nxo�  r*[ 
s#��(q%, z����, ������, ������, �*[*���, ��	*��� r*[ s#��(q% 
s#
Z ��?( % �@
Z&8���
 no
�t�*[Z. �>(��
 ���* ����2��, �� 
/�
 ��?(  ��>[+(�8p%, �8��" 2��(�8p% �(��= �(��$��=, /�
 
��?( ? �-(�8? �(��= n���Z% (�4?(
�?(Z. ��?(  X��� 
����2��0� �>�=% ����( ��>[+(&, �8��"(&, /�
 $��?@(& 
$������>�[? ���u�7Z (���Z, ��q ����Z s>(��
�� ����z�q(�?@9 
��#Z% �
*�=%. 

Z� 2*[ ;>(& 

� n\$(�* �., (X.z.), 2003, ,*�� ������(��%, �����9�(%, �
Z?@t. 
� …, (�.z.), 2008, ����(�9s
%, �����9�(%, �
Z?@t. 
� z-�( ,����, 1939, ��?( � ��?(%, 	

�  ���� n��(%, ��*��. 
� …, 1971, ,*�� - (��t�(p��, 	

�  ���� n��(%, ��*��. 
� �8%¡� � (X.z.), 1963, ����(�9s
% - ������(��%, (\( ��m¢=, 

��*��. 
� �8��� $���. (�.z.), 1990, ,*�� - 	�
�p��, n� ����9 

��(��?(\(%, n� ���� ,(�. 
� (����* �., 1998, ���
��� ������?( %, (����* ��9�(%, ,7�* (�=, 

���
���u%. 
� (����* �., 2005, ���? (�9/ �
%, (����* ��9�(%, ,7�* (�=, 

���
���u%. 
� @ �� ��t��, 1956, $,�,��%, ���"
��7� ;>��9/? (\(%, 

���,�$��. 
� $(�����
� �.$�.(�.z.), 1990, ��?( ? �(�
Z, ����� �(�� ;�(%, 

�3��£�. 



 ���: ����	
 ���
� ��������   ISSN : 2455-0531  � ��! 2018  #$!:4    ���:15   68 

inam:International E_Journal of Tamil Studies  UAN.TN03D0061112            ISSN : 2455-0531 

November 2018, Issue:15 www.inamtamil.com                         

� $(�	7���� ���
�� (�.��.(@.X.), 1973, $,�,��%, (\( ��m¢=, ��*��. 
� �+(� ,��"��
� (X.z.), 1991, ,*�� - 	�
�p��, X.$�.��.;� 2��
%, 

��*��. 
� ���(% ��.��.(�.z.&X.z.),1975, ����,��%, ����0
� Z�[ ��m¢=, 

n� ����9 ��(��?(\(%, n� ����,(�. 
� ��� 
��\* �., 1996, ���;�, ��\* ��9��(%, �
>[��9 �0>[(%, 

������. 
� �7�� !�
�,@ (�.z.), 1972, �
Z�#
%, ���"
��7� ;>��9/? (\(%, 

���,�$��. 
� �9s��l
% �.$�., 1978(z), ���*�� 	8?(%, ���9 ��9�(%, n�u
�-, 

��*��. 
� $������
� (X.z.)1997, ����(�9s
% - ������(��%, (\( ��m¢=, 

��*��. 
� ��u��l����(&, 1990, �\���?( %, ¡��.(�
�  �7�����
�� 

��9/,�7Z �
�1(� 
7�� ����, �3��£�. 
� ��u��l����(&, 1991, n-��( ��?( %, ���9 ��(��?(\( ��m¢=, 

�3��£�. 
� ��\� �, 2006, ����(�9s
% ������(��%, �l���(� ��9�(%, ��*��. 
� ��\* �.�., 1996, ���;�, ��\* ��9�(%, ������. 
� ��$����% s&�8 (�.z.), 2008, ��$���
%, X�(
 ��\�����" 2-��%, 

��*��. 
� �����"��
�� (X.z.), 1962, ����(�9s
% - ������(��%, (\( ��m¢=, 

��*��. 
� ,�(���* �.��.(�.z., X.z.), 1991, n-��( ��?( %, ���9 

��(��?(\(%, �3��£�. 
� ����7��% �., 1991, ��*��, ����� ��m¢�u(%, �3��£�. 
� �.�., 2003, ���� ����-, ���"
��7� ;>��9/ (\(%, ���,�$��. 

  


