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Ethnography records and pastoral cultural traditions in Mullaippattu 
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Abstract: This article examines the internal life styles of sheperd’s in Mullaippattu. It difine 
that Mullaippattu is included the ethnic life of sheperds. It has a collection of practices, 
rituals, war patterns, economical backrounds and the culture of the sheperds. These are 
the ethnic concepts of their life. The study of this article concludes the following concepts. 
1.The Oman of Mullaipattu is shown as the main ritual Sheperd’s culture. 2.Most often of 
rituals and the omens are act as diverision of women's suffering andworries. 3.Shepherds 
are separated the main cause of the war and economic sectors. But they obviosusly 
returned home in rainy season. 4.Women who are adored are constructed by the social 
structures of the chastity. 5.In the sheperd’s culture, the women are constructed as a 
second gender. 

Keywords: Mullaippattu, practices, rituals, war patterns, economical backrounds, w@x��-�, 
��., �-�	
�, ��-�@ �-�b *4@U, �yd 	%�b?z, A�	
�, *%?-& ^b{?z. 

“|W� }&~/, ��yd
-���~/ ��D�BP ���d/ �?-�Wa 
*�� A&Dd-/ �y�4-?W�-� A+��-�. $�-�, $�, 4-� 
�4�@����-, �� ��-WaM4
B �?-Dd-�, �-� ���dW%� 
*4��a �?-D�, ��D, A&Dd-/ �y�4-?W �z�	yd-�. 
*��/ Pb�b ��
-4� ��-� 	yda. ��.@ 5M	� 
*��BP A�� *�. �.
 �F��W%
a. $D ���VF 
���T ^,�|/ ��-W�|/ �/�-%W�-�. ��D�,- }y� 
��.?�B ?�X@�a/, �4
� ����a/, *�z ��.?z 
*�Wa/ $�BP *�4@�y�+@�a4-VFT.” (�.�9.�?. 
�.57) 

?-	M@ x/�y��Wa@ ��-� �J?�-� 4?�-� w@x��-� ��%
 
��.@�-y� ��� �a �-d@�yda ���a *�
@�d	�.. $V~/, 
A�	.BC
Waz $
� ��?@ �D�-y�@ �%{?z, ��. �.W�.�� �.	
M� 
�-�	
�, ��-�B?�W%� ��4, ��-�@ �-�b *4@U, �-a?-�.�?�� 

K�$b%$+�)�c 
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��4?z, *&� *4@U?�� �yd 	%�b?z, *%?-& ^b{?z, �-a?-BP/ 
�b4?z, �FT����� ��4?z, ?-. �.?�� ���, U	���� ��.-� �. 
A�	
��-� �&{?�BP Ad4�Wa, Aa �� A��&	
� A.BC
4-?W %?�Cba. 
“A.BC
/ �D�-y�� �+ �P%
-?W %?�/ ��-a, *@�D�-� �F�
 
A��&	
�B?-� $�-&�?�� ��b-? *�	.BC
�/ *4�a	�Cba” 
($.�����
�, 	�/U �. 4B?z ��B?-T?z, �.12) ����. *���?V� 
��.@�-y� A.BC
�/ $
� A� 4B?�� �-�B?�b?� 	�BP��-? 
*4���-� %,�-� ��D�M� A+@U �.
|/ U.@��WaC�ba. P�@�-?, 
$
M� *?�-��-C
 ��.�. ��?.-T?�/, Ub�-��-C
 ���a	� 
��-�.|/ ̂ ,�W% *��./ �-��� A��&	
� �%�-? ���@�y�z�a. A�~z 
*?/�-� �D�-�?z A�P 	�B?/ ��TC�b�. 

��. �.	
�/ A��&	
�/ 

      ?-�/ ?-��-��� Ad�4-C
 ��. �./ $�&?� �4�W�FPM
 
�.@�&@�-? *4�%+��a. A��.@�&@5� �-�����?z �.����B�?Fb ?-. 
�.?�B ?,BCy� �-�����?�-?B ?-,@��C�b��. �DdW ���M� ��� - 
?+ - ^M@��-+z �?-y�-y�� �-�d4-C
 �./ ���4
-� ��F��-+�-?{/ 
*��./ �-��a *4�� ?-. �.
-C
 ��-�a ��F��-+�� a,@ 
��-+�-?{/ ?yd@�y�+��a. �./�-� ��B?�?�@ �-�/ U.��?z *�� 
��-�a?�� ���
|/ ���Wa� ���b��. A���, w@x��-� ��.@�-y�, 
��.�.@ ��+/��-��-C
 ?-�?-.W%�|/ _T��-��-C
 4-.
|/ 
�-d�� ��-dB?W%�.�
 P�Wa	�C�b-�. 

“�-�A�� �XB?d� �+C�.� ��U 
�?-� �?-D�d��� �?-�� ��.{��X 
��+/��
� ��-��� _TU� 4-.” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 4-6) 

��@ �-� ��+/ ��-��-C
 ?-��+�W%� ��4
|/, *B?-� �+�Waz 
��-�T/ _T��-��-C
 U�4-.
|/ P�BC�b-�. a,
@ 5M�a 
�XW%+BP/ ��. �.4?��BP 4-.@ ��-�����a U�4
-C
 �w-� �+�a 
����@ �-�/ A�� 4�V� _b@�@ �-��FP, ?+@��-+�z �.W ����4-C
 
%+4-�� *��-&� _b@� �4-�C�b-�. ���M� ��? A.BC
�?�� �.	d�?�� 
_b@5Wa@ �-d@���a %+4-�� ���/ Pb�� ���/ $P/. A����W%� 
�XW��4
 4� �4?�?�� �4�.F�@ �-�����, �D, ^�4, ��� 
^�4 �~/ *JV.B?,�?��; ��4
 ���@��W%	�C�b-�. ��DJb 
�4?/ ?d� �� �?�a ?+�%&z �4?4-C
 ?-y_
 ���?-.W %+4-� *��-&� 
_b@Ud� A,WaB ?-y�C�b-�. %+4-� ��DJb �-4�@ �-�@�� (Pb��) 
���/ �?-D� 4-��Vd/ ��� 4D ��D�� ���T, *��-� �-& �-�B?@�yd 
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�� ?
 *d��{d� %M	BC&4�-?B ?+�4X �?-D� ^
����-�C
 �.BP 
4�
 ^�4
-BPC�b-�. A��, 

“w���. ^.?/ ��A �w��
-� 
�./UM ��-�W� 4-�-�P �dB? 
����. ����� 4-*� ��-.” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 1-3) 

��@ �-�C�b-�. �?@ ��4
-� ���4-� A+BP ���W%� ?-,@��/ %+4-�� 
��&�
-+ ���4-C
 �-4� ���W�� �FT����� ��4�
-� ��-+W%B?-y� 
4-�
-X� _b@�|/ 4�B ?-.W%� ��4, �4�4?�@ U.@��W%	�C�b-�. 
A�� ?-��+� �+,�
W %yd�y�@ �d@��� �w-B?W�, 

“�-4� ���/ ��-.@ �-��BPB ?-4/ _�
 �+ ��-+z ��-.W 
��-���-�/ ^D4V� *a ��.-�Fb|/ ^y�?-z�/ $Fb� 
�-���a” (?.���-�?/, ��?-�?/ ?y�&?z ��-P% -2, �.38).  

��B P�@5���. ?-��+�W%� �+? �.�X� 5M{ �~/ A&D�� �-B?W�-� 
*�W�@��/ �.	V� $Fb-4 4-��V� ��4 ���P����-� ^z��-��C 
*�4�W%� ��C@ ��-��-?{/ ?+� AW��-d�?z Ad4�BC�b�. ��. �.W 
�.	VdW�� ?-,@�d ��D�
 ^M@��-+�-C
 $F�V+W�. 	�BP�FP/ 
A��?�{ *&D ���BCba. ��-�?-@5
� �&
TBP/ ��� ?+ ^M@��-+z ��b 
��b� ��4
|/ A� U.@��W% 	�C�b�. ��-�?-@5
M� AB�?-y�-yd 
A��&	
� �%�-? 	�BP/ 9���,  

“A/��T/ ?-./, Ad/, 4B?z $C
 �T?�� A
�U?�|/ 
��?.-T?�|/ ^z�dBC
�. %, ��b ��-� A.B?, 	% 
�-���a ���� 	d �D�-y� 4&�� �-���a” (9���, 
��-�?-@5
�/ A��&	
� ?	�V
�/, �.8) 

��� �y���. ��.�.W �.	V� $Fb-4
 �BP/ ?��?�-?{/ 
$F�V+W��B?-� �-.�?�-?{/ ��.�.B ?+@��-+y?� w@x��-� �dWaB 
?-y�
4|/ $
� ��?W%� �D�-y� 4&U?�� �&{W ��-P@U?�-? *4C�b�.  

$
� ��?@ �D�-�?z  

     ^.C� ��-WaM4 *&_
�� $�&?�@ ��BC
�~/ *�Fb 
*dBC
-�W ��M���~�4 ��.-�
-� ^+@��Fb�-?@ �D�-y� $�{?z 
U.@��WaC�b�. 4X� w-?M?W%� ����_V� ?+	?�B ?D�5�W�� ����. 
��{/ *�FP *�W� ��4.��_
-? 	.�P?�@ ��BC
 �. A+���|/ 
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��?�9 P�@5�C�b-�. A��?�z 4Fb A�W��&B ?-y��/ 	.�P?�@ 
��BC
��?z ��-WaM4
-��?�-? A+���|/ *�� �y�C�b-�.  

“�4���� �-�B? wdWa/ A�BP�B?z 4Fb �D�-dFb 4B?�B 
?-y��/ *%?4-� ^,{@ ��-+y?� 4y�4�� ���?@ 
��-+y?�|/ *%?4-? ^F�W% �����” (A.�.*�%�&�
�, P�/�/ 
�X���-Wa *&�d4 $C
�F�� ��-Fb/ ��~/ ��, �.90)  

��B P�@5�C�b-�. A�M� ?+W%� *�@�dV�/ ��? ?-. 4X�@ �D�-y� 
*�@�dV�/ �w-BP/��-a $�&?�@ ��+4�	� ��F�+�� $
� ��?�4 
^
M
 ��?4-? A+��4 U.@��/. ��.�.W �.��?�-?� �yd@�y�d-� ��&� 
�~/ *d?�-� �yd@�yd4
-~/ *��?z ^
� ��-+�-�-&W%� 
��-Wad4
-��?�-? ^��b4 U.@��/. ��??-. wd�b?�� $�&?�� 
�����?�-?B ?+%
4BP �& ?����, �& �yd� �-��� ��y_, ?&�� $C
 
UbW%,?z �-y_?�-� �FC�b�. $
� ��?W%� ^
� �D�-y� wdW�?�-? 
�T���� �?�{ A+��4
|/ A�FP *&,-?B P�B?.-/. “�?-��.FTB 
�?-d���-�@ U�.-�� $
4?z” �~/ ��?W��-d� A�� �4�/ 
^T%���Cba. AW�?
 }&@ �D�-y�d-� ?FU�w�@ �D�-y��/ $
� ��?/ 
^
��%+���-?B ?+���Cba. ��.�.W�B P�BP/ w�_�-�BCX
�, 

 “��.
� �-�b ?FU@ ��-+�%
��-�, A�.b/ �?�Wa�FP@ 5M�a 
�+�a,|/ $F�V+ ��T ?,�� ��
 ��-�.@ 5�
-4� 
$F�V+�a A�.b/ �?�W%
 A
F?” (��.@�-y�, w�_�-�CX
� 
^&) 

��B ?+Wa&@�%X�T, ��.�.@ ��D�� ?FU�w�V� _b��-� ���a 
^,�W�@��C�ba. AB?FU�w�V� ��4
 �PWaB ?-y�/ ��-BC� 
��.@�-y� $_M
M� �%{?z *4�az��. ?-��+�W�� �+�� 
-� �� 
^&Wa@ ��-�� �.�� �+�/ ����� ��ab-4 *��a �.	 �+�aC�b-z. 
*�z $FT�� ��4V�+�a $Fb-4 ^,�	~z ���W�@�d-%+B? ��.�. 
4B?z 	M�_ �?yd�, ���-� ����� ��.-� �D�-y� wdW�?� 
�4F�?-zC�b��. A��, 

“*+�?� ��� 4+�C� ��-C  

-�A� A��D� $�@� �w��.-�  
w-� �?-Dd wT} ��. 
*+/U *	�*.M �^�? ��-�a  
��+�a ��D�� 	M�_ �F�” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 7-11) 
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�� w@x��-� �%{���C�b-�. $
� ��?W%�� Ad�?z ��-�T/��-a 	M�_ 
�?yd. ��B?4-?B �?-D�+����. _.@�%?-&B ?-.W%�/ AW�?
 	M�_ 
P�W� �%{?�B ?-,��Cba. �?-�.� �?-.B?�@��/ �?�	� $�&?�� 
��
.-� ^,+/ $
4?��,  

“$
� �a4?z $�
 �-
.-z  
x{/ U?|/ U��-�a/ ?DJ|/ 
�� �� �
 �w�4-.��
W�W  
�	W ab��
”   (_./U., a��4-., �-.�.2-5)  

��W ����W� ��D�C�b��. ��.@�-y�� P�B?@�yd ��+�a ��D�M� 
	M�_ �?yd� �?�{ _./5� $
� �a4?�� ��
�.-� ��-+�% *��?�� 
�&	
� �%{?�-? ��T	�C�b�. ��-�?-@5
+/,  

“��~/ *��/ *�~/ �y� 4�~ ��W�/ �4-�@ ��-+z ����/ 
w�4  4 *��/ �-���.�T” (��-�., *?W., �.39) 

�� wFb-� �F�� 	�BP�dWa ��W�/ ?-�/ ��
.@ �%{�����. A��-T 
��W�/ �?y��-� *�.a 	M�_ �?y��-� ����W%FP� _. ���� ��-+y?�@ 
�d
����. �� �4
W�-� �+/ 4.+/ �	 ���yd�, “�./ x��-� ��/ 
4b����
�, w.�  �C~/ ^�� 4b����
�” (%+¡-� �/���� ���-&/, �-.6) 
�~/ ¡-��/���M� �-d.�?z U.@��WaC�b�. Aa ��??-.@ �D�-y�� 
�y_�
��� ^,&��C�ba. �w��/ wT4,/ }�C�b ��. 4.+/ �	 
����/ �D�-y� 4&5� $
� ��?W%�� �?-D�+���|/ wF��-� �?y� ��b 
��4
|/ w@x��-� A�BP�@ �D�-y�� ���%
-?@ �%{���C�b-�. 
A�F�b-�, 

“_T�-/U ��-�W� ��.B ?���  
^Ta
� *.4&� �w-BC $�4?z  
w��P ��� *�W� ?
z ?
  
�?-���?-F �?-�.� 5�X�T ^�W�&  
AX�� �+P�� �� �-
� ����-� 
w��� w��4-� �?yd�/ $?��  
w�. w��.-� �-�@Uz” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 12-18) 

�� w�X�W� 	�{?�|/ �%{���C�b-�. $
�_T�V� P&.-? 
���@��W�@��/ $
M� �4�W�� ?+	 (�?-���?-F �?-�.�), ��-�� ($�& 
�4�W��), ?��� ?.B?/, *��� ��FT�� �4-� $C
� $
� �D�-yd *�
 
�BP/ $�,�?�-C�b�. A� �.	V� $Fb-4
W �	�B? ��|/ 
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$FT�� ?�4-C $F�V+W��� �.
 ^,�WaC�b�. �.	 �.���-� 
�?-D�z� *�5� �P% AW��FT�� �4-�?�|/ ?d�a �+WaC�b� ����, 

“��?���a �?-Dd %b
� 	���Wa 
�+�� �.�� �-��a ��� 
�+�&� ���/ ?�4- �
-��� 
?-yd{/ ?-yd{/ ?-,-z ?��_b�a  
x@��-� ^D?D U./U �Wab@�” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 20- 24) 

�~/ ��-d�?�-� �y� ^M@��-+�� ��4
 �PWaB ?-y�C�b-�. A�	dWa 
��. �.W�.�� ���aT ��-��, ���a	� ��-�� ��B P�B?@��/ ���, 
�a, �? ��.-� 5M{?�� ���~/ ���� ?-&,4-?W �.	
@ 5M�a 
����+B? ��D�/ ��b P�@5�W %b
� 	���Wa �~/ ��-d&-� �y���. 
%b
� 	����a �.�� �+�� �� �a��D�� wF��-� �?y� ̂ &BC�b��. 
�X~/, �.	V� ?D?z �� �XBC�b� ��B P�@���-� *��� ^,�{?� 
�%�&-�BP/ w@x��-� ?D¢� 	����-?B ?-yd-4 A��+W��� ^
� 
��B?W� ̂ ,�Wa/ �%{?�-? ��T	�C�b�. A�PW �.	V� ��? �.@�-� 
���a $,� �-��a A
�P/ ��D,�4� ��? �&.-b-? A+���|/ 
�&	
.-BCW ��a	�C�b-�.  �.�9.�?V�,  

“P�/�/ ��-��
 	�W%�+�a A�T ^z� �b 4X� ���-
 
����_
 ��WaB?-y�Cba ���%� ��	�� ����?�/ A+B? 
��
-a. �
-
/ *�
-
/, w�.a �?yda, ?FU *b/ ��T ��.-B 
?-.W%�/ *�
-B ?+Wa?�-? A+��%�.. ?-./, w-�, �FT� �-�U 
���
�Fb �y� A�F�� ^z�dB?�?z A+�a��az��” 
(�.�9.�?., 4X� P. �&.-T, �.52)  

��b ?+W%
�� *�@�dV� w@x��-M� �M?� ^FT�w-BC�-� ��.�.W 
�.	 �a U�
@�y�+�� ?FUB �?-y�-� *�
�+/. $F�V+W�� ���a 
?.�?-4 ��B ?+�@��/ �.V� w@x��-�& *B?+W%
., “x@��-� ^D?D 
U./U �Wab@�” �� A��&	
�B�?F� (?-./, w-�, �FT��-�U) 4-F�
4B? 
�
��� ^,&��|/. A��.W �.	V� $Fb-4W a
& �4�/ 
�PWaB?-y����-?,  

“A�aV� �%|w� ?-,-z a
+��a 
�w��-FT@ ��W� �b�U U./��-� 
�� ���a ��F�|/ ���� %+W%|/ 
4
� �?-D�/ ���
� ^V�Wa/ 
�^T 4�¡V� w��CA� �wC��a 
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�-� 	�BC� �£^��d� *�.” (��.@�-y�, �-.�. 80-85) 

�~/ ��.@�-y�� 5F�P%B ?-y_?z ?yd4B?@�y�z��. �.�X� 
5M�|/ �+?
|/ �DJW a
+FT, ^bB?���, �w�� $FT@��W�@ 
U./U�.-C
 ��4 �?-Dd�z ��T P�@��. �4�/, ��+������� ��.-C
 
�Pa
� �.
 ��%
 *�z ���. 4-dW%� �XWaW �	@��-?{/ 
�dWaB?-y���. A��.V� ��. �.4B?z ��D?�BPB ?FU �w�
 4y�/ 
?F5B?-4� �.	
 A�.?/ ?d�a���. A
.-� �-�� *&_
�BPz %,T�� 
A�M� �%{?z ^,�WaC�b�. ��-a{d4 *&_
.@ ��_
 ��?�_� 
?+W%
�/ AW�?
 *&_
.�
 A��&	
� �%{?�-BCW �+C�ba. 

 “?-y��&-D�W��4-� ��-�}&~/, ��ydB?-&~/ }y�� 
A&Dd-/ 9�-�W� �CWa@ ��D�BP ���d/ �+�%� 
%+@%
d�%+��-�?z. �4�4
d�� $y�d
��- ��a 
����W�B ?-y�, ���dW� �D�
�Wa@ 5�WaB �?-D� 
��D, A&Dd-/ 9�-�WaBPW �z�	yd-�. *��-� U?-� 
���
{/ ��
	�.” (A.�.*�%�&�
�, P�/�/ �X���-Wa 
*&�d4 $C
�F�� ��-Fb/ ��~/ ��, �. 210) 

�� ��?�9 P�@5�C�b-�. ��??-.@ �D�-yd A�M� ?+W��-� ��-+W%B 
?-D?V� 4+�/, ��. $C
 A+�.�?���-� ?F� ��XTW%
 P�/�B 
?yd4@U?z ^+�-B?@�y�+B? ��D�/ ��W ��MC�ba. P�@�-?, $
� 
��?W�-� ?yd4B?@�yd ?FUB �?-y�-�?z ����W�|/ }&W�|/ 5�U.4-?B 
�?-D�
�C�. A%� $D4?� ?ydFb ���%&/ ^d
��-?@ 
�dB?@�y�+BCb-�. �4�/, ���� ��?W%� P�/�B ?yd4@U �b 
��-��
�� 5�U.W%� ��.W%, �&
TW� ?FUB �?-y�-�?z 
5�X
�P���-? ^z��. 

“���� ��?W%� P�/�/ ��b *4@U �b ��. �.W%��-� 
��-Fb/ �?-D�+B? ��D�/. ��yd� ��?W%�+�a 5M�� ?-�wd 
�4�@��-� $D ��D?�BCd�

-� ��-a@ �C�	� A+�� 
A���?��+�a 	.C P� ����B P�/�/ ��b *4@U �b
-? 
$BCB �?-Dd��. A�� *4@U �bV� ��-Fb/ �-� ?FUB 
�?-y�-yd|/ ^+�-BC
a” (*.����&-�, ���� ��?W%� ?FU/ 
?F5@U/, �.55).  

A����, $,|/ ��D,|/ A�.bW%� A,BP/ ?FU �-��� 
AB�?-y�-�?�� ��DJ� ��-� ��BP�b?z ��
��dW ��-d�C
 Ad4-?{/ 
��. �. �-�	
� *4�a	yd�-?B P�B? ��Cba.    PT���-?V� �%{ 
���
@�y�z� “	��
 $d��B PV�&, 4�|b 4?��B ?-d�� ^V�&�” 
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(PT���-?, �-. 136: 1-2) ��@ �-. �-�
 ��+�?���?-	� �DdW ���&a 
�-�	
� �%{?z w@x��-M� �%{?��/ �%�&-�Waz��. $�-�, A�� 
��.�./ �-��� *?W%,@ �%{?�|/, ��.V� UbW%,
-C
 
��_W%,
a �&	
� �%{?�|/ ���@��W%|z�-�. A��&	
� 
?+W%
�� *�@�dV� ��.@�-y�� *?�-�{ �-��� �.	V� �.@�-� 
���a �.�X� ��-M
� wdW� �-&�� 5�X
B?4-? *4
B ?-,��Cba.   

“��.V� ��B?4-� A+W��/ A+W�� ��W��/ ��-�� ���� 
?-&,4-?W ��-�T/ �X@�yd wdW� �b?z ���� ��.W 
%,@�-d�?z �� *�
.-/. *��-�bX� ^M@��-+z ���a 
P�@5yd ��?� ��� �-��� wdW� �b
-?B �?-z�@��FT 
*���. �%��?-z�/ �.W��-� *d
-�@ ��W�@��Fba ��.-/. 
ABP�@5yd ��� *�.-� ��-a ^M ��T�d.-/. A�� ?-&,4-?B 
?+, ^M $C
 A&D�/ ���b-�d-�b �4	 �+��F?-� �-�@U?z 
^D�” (¡-.9���, ��-�?-@5
�/ A��&	
� ?	�V
�/, �.11)  

��b ?+W%
���� ��.@�-y�� *4�a�+/ %,�-� �?-y�-�?z 
A��&	
� �%{?�-CV+@�� ^,�W���|/.  

�b�-? 

      �Wa@�-y� A.BC
�?�� ��.�.@ �D�-y�W �&{?�� �.B?��-? 
��.@�-y� *4�az�a. Aa $
� ��?W%� ��-+�-�-& �., ��? �., 
��D?�� �. �~/ �T?�� �%�-? ���@�y�+@�� 4TB?	
.-a. ���, 
?+, ^M@��-+z �-��� w@x��-M� 	�B?�?z �+ A��&	
� �?�.-�V� 
�&{?�-? ^,�W�@�yd4 U.@��Cba. A��&	
�� Ad/, ?-./, �FT���� 
�~/ �@��-+D4?�B�?Fb �?V� A� ?yd4�az��. �.@�D�-y�� 
4X�B P�B?z �?-D�z� ��-��?z, w/5B??z, �d�P?z, ��-� �b?z, 
*&_
�, ��-+¤yd� �b?z �-��� A��&	
� �T?�|/ ��.@�-y���� 
^,�W� ��|/.  
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