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Abstract: Silappathikaram is the most prominent among the five great epics of Tamil 
literature. In that Epic the place Madurai was mentioned. That is the reason why the place 
derived the name of Madurai. The evidence of Tamil sangam, the famous Vaigai Rivers, 
Several fertile/ important streets where different things are sold, the richness of the people 
and the minute works carried out by them are the aspects revealed in this essay.  
Keywords: Silappathikaram, Tamil sangam, literature, Rivers, Several, 4d&, Ptu_v. 
*+w?-@5
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��+w?-@5
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`.CFP@ �e�-Ft
 *+w?-@5
/. �W��z� ��+4?{|/ ������?j� 
4-DU?{|/ �-}
& 	MWd� ��-�f/ �{4-��� ?-@5
/. ��T ?-Dxw?i, 
�@�d ?-�?i ~�e �?@�-g����� _./5� ?� 	M�d ���C�ed. A�_./U� 
����Wdi `&B?@�g�i{ 4d& �?M� ���?� _e@5� AB?g�&  $&-
  
��C�ed. 

4d& - ��
�B?-&,/ - _e@U 

 4d& ~�}/ ��-�fBP AX4 ~�T ��-+i. 4+� 4&w?i *x���  
�P%
-? A+��4
-� 4+� ~�T �aw?@�gxd. A��, “4+��-wP ��Te”  
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~�e  �-x.�  `T%@��WdC�ed. 
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 “%+4+ ��-wC
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 “%+4+� ��Te
-�” (�M.22: 45) 

~�T ‘�w? A.BC
w?i’ 4+� 4&w?i �P�%+��4
-� 4+� ~�T  
*aB?@�gx4
  �4b@5BC�ed.  ?-.@��-BC� 4d& ~�T 4+	
d. 
?���g�� ‘4%&’ ~�}/ ��
� ?-,@��C�ed. ‘�w?- �?�’~�e ��+4|/ 
4d&BP `D�. ���X�%
-	� ����9 �?&/ ~�T *aB?@��/ �X�_e@U 
�B?d. �F��-�
 %D�B?�, ��X, 	+d�?�, A&-4�-�U&/ 4FT/ _�?w? $C
 
4-�gxw?i ��U 4d& 4-�gxW%� �+�P%
-? A+���. 
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 4d&. 

 “����&/ �TW� �DU�� ���-g�” (��XF?-�:2) 
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“4?-�-&�/ ���@ ��Wd/ 
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A��-�T?j� �z
-? 4d&V� ‘�w?/’A+��4
 *t�d�?-i{ A
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4d& - �
 

`.CFPM
 �.��-+{ 	{	BC�e `
��� ��B?�x
 U.��?yx
 
�-	� ��-+�%
 %+4?{ �W�d �
. ‘�
’ �+�/ ��-b
-� �-D�
� 
P.B �?-�|i{-i ~���� �W���B ?-@5
/ ��+4|x� ~�Wd&BC�ed. 
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“�
 ~�e ��-b
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~�T �
V� �� v&/5 A+@��|/, Ax
e-d ���&Wd �P�%+@��|/, 
4-M ��-bW�-f/ �Fe-� �&|x
d ~�T/ _./U �g�B?-g�C�ed. �
V� 
_e@5�, 

  “�+U�� �
 �-�4, .?�Te”      (*?/ - 36) 

  “�/U�� �
” (�M. 22:45) 

~�T A.BC
w?j� Ax/��Ft+@�d �@U��-B?W�B? �?V� `i{d.  

�%?i 

*&��, *��,�, �J?�, ��{-{� �_BP/ �-���T �%?y/, ����%|/, 
�-F��%|/, �?-VF?xW ��+($�,�%), 4�T?y/, ��BP?y/, PT���+B?y/, 
�-VFt� ?%� �a
- �D,/ U%
 _T �?-�, ��+w�?-�@ ���� ���
� 
4d& �?M� 4��d ?-,@�gx�.  

*&��% 

�P�� ����/ �B?��?i A��%V� �-�����. *��?j� �-�B?  4C��_  
ve��-?  A+��d  ~����, 

  “��Fe ����/ 5ea- �-�B?@ 
  ��-���-� 4x��
� Ud4,/ U,��d 
  ��/��-� �i{Wd� _.%
� ��%
 
  */�/ ��e� 4-�%�� 4
wC@” (��?-D ?-�:130-134) 
~�e  *�?j�  �-V.-?  *t�d  �?-i{  ��C�ed. 

?.��?i �% 

 AW��+	� �����x
 4B?{B ?.?{-� 4C��g���F?-? vFe�, 
A
w?�, A+W��, CxW�� ~�e �-��? 4&Ux
  *	�
  �Wd?{|/,  �� 
�? A�B�T?{|/ �-��? �W%�B �?-�BP/ 4&5�+/, ~D��D 
?.�
-�, *�-�d  64 ?.?jf/  ��. ?.��?y/  �_W���.  A��, 

 “�4 �?� A�dV� �%|/ 
 �D�/ C{|/ �zW� �/��-� 
 ~D ~D ?.�
-� A+��+ �%|/” (��?-D?-�:165-167) 
~�e  �-x.�?i  `&BC�e�. 

A&W%�B?xW ��+ 
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 �-�P PFew?y/ �wC
 A�%&	� ��-�T �j 	�/ �&w?y/, �_
 
?%�&-j �&�� 4&?�w?y/,  �?j� 	%W� �eVX�T 5a
-d 	{wC
 
�d4/, �./, 	��/, ���/ ~�}/ �-��? �-% 4-JB?w?y/, ¡�B?D?i 
��-�e U+x&-B?F?y/, ���dj ~�T ��-�.@�gx �¢M
w?y/, A+{ 
��jWd �W�-F ��-�e �. 4J?y/, 4u�y/ _�@U/ ?.�� �?-�4�?B ?F?y/, 
�gx���4-� �WdB?y/ ��/4
-� �?-� ��{w?y/, �?�� �+�d�.  
*t
-�  �
��B?  A&W%�  ?x��+	�  A+��4
, 

 “�?��M 4-B?i ��-? ��FT �wC@ 
�?��e� *t
- �
/�?� �%|/” (��?-D?-� 199 -200) 
��-F?x��+ �-�£�/ Cj�_e $x?/ 
�-/¡��/, ~� �wC
 �?-i?V�  
��-./ ��M4-B?i ?.wP *���zWd $wP 
A.wP �?-� ~�BP/ �./ C{� �%|/”     (��?-D 201 -204) 

~�T  A{w�?-��?i  ?-g_@��WdC�e-�. �4f/, �-�£�/, Cj�_e, $x?/, 
�-/¡��/ ~�}/ �-�P �-%
-C
 ��-�X� ��FT4
@ �PW�t|/ ��-��J?� 
�-wP��BP@ ��-�X� �??{@ 5MWdB ?-g���F?-?B �?-�?{ �g� 
�Wdi{ ��-�?.W��+c/ A+�di{d. �-��? ��-�Xf/ ̀ 
M
d �-/¡��/ 
~����, 

 “��-�}BP �-/U��/”    (34)  

~�T  %+�iy�4-.  Pt@5�Ced. 

dJB?x �%  

�+W%  ��-f/ 	.wP?j� 4VM�-f/, `D4
-� �g�  .-f/ 
~����� �?�
� ��M
-� v.V� *aC
 ��.@�-�?i ̀ x
 �.  T?{-? 
*�BC �B?@�gx dJB?xW ��+c/; *4�%+���. ��b�� ��-z.� 
��bC�e ?-+?&-C
 �-�
� A+@5xw?y/ �&-{4-? A+���. A���b%
B 
��B?-�/ ��-x�?i �e�-FTC�e�.  

“ �}/ 4VM}/ �a � �g�}/  
  �-��? ��M
-@ �� T *�B?Wd  
 �T4� ��t�� *T� �%|/”  (��?-D?-� 205 -207) 

 “�g�}/ 4VM}/ �+W%  �}/  
  ?g� �D	�B ?-+?� A+B?|/” (A�%&	a- - 16 -17) 

 “~�4V� ��-��” (¥�?_��-4J) 

 “����� +@U�u ����� �/4V� 
  *���+@�{ �-b��-F ?/�./”   (¥�?_�;�-4J 2686) 
 *&��?y/  �����B?��?y/ �-��� �P%
-�.-� *��%?j� �����?i 
�
���W�B��
 ��-+i?{�
 	F�� ��b���. �?���-M� �
��-g�B�?F� 
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��-+i?y/, *@��-+i?{ 	F��  ��b��-+/  *@�P%V�  �-�����  
~���, 

 “*&�	a %+	� *w?-� �%|/” (��?-D?-� - 179)  

~�e  ��-x�  `T%��WdC�ed. 

�.�% 

 vTBP/ �?-.-C
 d.-/, �?�d *{BP/ *{�
-C
 �e, 4&B?-� 
���
�FeB �?-D� ��M
 �{P ��-%|x� �gx/ �gx4-? �%��-+ �? 
�.w?{ 	F�� ��b
 P	Wdi{ �.B?xW ��+	�, 

 “?+/?t� �x�
-� 
 �./P	W� �.	%|/”     (��?-D?-� - 210:211) 

 “���f@ U�f �&P %� �-4 
 ATwP ��-&�
-� ?a	{ ����. 
 ATwP ��-& V&-C�
� �./ 
 ~iyB �?-iy@ �
T��� �& 
 ?x. d�& �4-�� �
�e-b 
 PxX� �%&B �.Wd,��”(A�%&	a- ��&�.?-�)  
~�T  _./U  _W%MBC�ed. 

�X@��D�  �% 

 �?-	F�J ��b|/ 4?j� �-��� �%V�, 

  “4-�� �% 4TCx �x�d 
  ¦�?W ��+	� ��
���-�”(�?-.B?{B?-� - 104:105) 
~�T �?-�.� �X@��D� �%V� �z�
 ?x�d ���e�� A{w�?-��?i 
��jc��WdC�e-�. 

�?-�W��� �% 

 �B?xc{ 4d& §d �� *�� 	{�-?, �./ 	FP/ ?x�%|/, 
���&-�/ �%|/, �-�P �? �+,W�-� �-�/ �%|/, 	�.-Fe�� _e�� 
*����� ?-Dx� ��W�W �V}BP *jW� �-i ��-� �@�&	 ~wP/ �-/�.-V� 
~���, 

 “�.4TP/ �?-�W��� �%|/ 
 �-���T ��M�� �-� ��T��+c/”  (*aF��?-� - 110:111) 
~�T *aF��?-� ��M	BC�ed. 

�+w? �% 

“�+w? �% 4+wC� ��-C”    (��?-D. -65) 
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  UP�d ���f�. �+�+/ *t
-��� v.W%��� 4eWd@ ��W� �z. 
A��B  ?&�de ~�c/ ?&�d �x ~�c/ �T��.  

vec& 

 A{w�?-��?i _.@�%?-&W%� 4d&BP �{/ ���BP/ �
V�  
��@��+BP, ?-D��-& 	
B? �BP/ ��w?4@U �B? *&�+/ 	+/U/ 
���? �%?i, 	.|
��� ��-+i?j� 	F�� ���
�Fe A.BC
 �
Wdx� 
_W%MWdi{-�. A�Ft� �-V.-? �?-V�?j� �?&/ ~�T *aB?@��/ �wP
� 
4d&V� 4-D5�|/, ��a�?j� ?.��B?w?{|/, ��/4-�� 
�-�	
.|/ *t�d�?-i{  ��C�ed.  

d,v�e� 
� �?-5�-W *., 2013, ���B ?-@5
w?j� *�.���, A�%&- �%@�?/, 

4-/�a� �-., %+�_ - 5 
� �gx-5&-4� d&., 4-�X �-., & ������ �.�.(�.$.), 2007, ?-@5
 *+	 

(?+W�&w?B ?g�&), ��z
� de, *D,-4.@ ��?.B?a?/, _�/�&/. 
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