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Subconscious feelings of "Aaichiyar Kuravai" in Silappathikaram. 
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Abstract: Aaichiyar Kuravai is a chapter that explains the worship method of Aayar people 
in Mullai land (Forest region). Author Ilangovadigal describes the worship method which is 
performed by Aayars to their worship god 'Thirumal'. This chapter is important, because the 
‘Kuravai koothu’ is performed after the murder of Kovalan. This chapter is not only written 
for ‘Kuravai koothu’ but also featured based on the flow of the story. In Aayarpaadi, Kannaki 
is expecting the return of Kovalan who went to sell the anklet. The presages happened 
there also increase the sadness of Kannaki and the daze of Mathiri and Iyai. So the 
‘Kuravai koothu’ and the featured songs are completely performed to solace Kannaki. This 
article analyses in a psychological way that the effects of the subconscious thoughts of 
Mathiri and Iyai, who were dismayed by the presages and how Ilangovadigal cleared the 
questions which rise in reader's mind that why this Aaichiyar Kuravai is featured in this 
chapter. 
Keywords: Aaichiyar Kuravai, Aayar people, Mullai land (Forest region), Thirumal, _B4D~ 5&-��, 
$��_
�, Pb��, ��~���, �.�B%���, A���?-��?�. 
���& 
 “A
F?V��/ 4&,W%FP@ 5��+/ d.V��/ 4X�� �?-D� *���4 
���-~�FP *�@��B ?-&,/” (2010:222) ��T _B4D~ 5&-�� �T�� 
��Wa&@�-� �.�B%���. 5&-�� ��
a $% ��?4-� ��~�� ��?W%FP@ 
��-+�a/. 5��-�� d.e�4� ��?W%� A
F?
 4~�4�.-4� Ab�� 
��/ ��+/ �B%�/ ^D� ��T 4B?� �DJ
�� 	��� Ab���-~�� 
��-Fb/.  
 ���-� ���a *��W%� ?-&,4-? d?��a ���a ��+/�-�4. $�-� 
4C��_V� ���@�-�-?e/ ���-� g���a, g�BC�ba. ���� 4B?� ��?� 
4�W%� ^�� a
&�?� �& ���-� ���a/, 4� 4C��_V� ���@�-�-? g��B 
?�� ���Wa/ 	�-�-?e/ ���-�?� g�W�W ��-��C��. ����-+ 
��?W%F�?Fb�-T ���-~� �b?� 4-T��/ ���a g�@5
� ^D4.  
 _.@�%?-&W%� ��~���, $
�, Pb�� $C�
-� �4F�?-��/ ���-~� 
�b?� A���?-��?� �b�
 ��~��M, $��_
� P&�, P�bB P&� 
$C
 �P%?�� ��Wa&BC�b-�. A�� ���@�-�, Ab g/5B?V���B 
C�BC�b $T��, a��Wa�@U ��/ ��-+D4V� *�@��V�.�
 _./5� 

K�$b%$+�)�c 

����� ��	
�� 
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��T ��? 4B?�/  ($��_
�, Pb��, ��~���) �W�/ 4B?��-� ����a ��?� 
P.�����?� ��D� ���-� ���C�b��. $��_
� P&�
@ ��-TW�4~�� 
�
�P,�?�B ?D� �&	+BP/ a��/ ��?��D�/ ��b �g-BC� P&� �Wa 
d?�W�@��Cba.  
 $��_
� P&� A���?-��?�-� ��B?@�~��� �g-B?/, *@�P%V� 
A�/��T/ 4-���?�� 4�@ ��-&-~��?�, A@�P% A�P �B?@�~��F?-� 
?-&,/ 
-a �� �-_@��-� ��W%� A+�a ��@�@��/ �?�	?�BPM
 	� 

-a ��-�b� P�Wa A�P $&-
@��C�b�.  
�-�?� ^�	
�/ ��@�-B?�/ 
 “��@�-� �� ^,�e �./ ��@� ���V�W ��-��C *��&a 
^��W%�/ �-� ?+%
 4�^,�e ��4-T *�e,�e?�B ?.��B?B 
�T?�BP �F� 4-F�W �+Cb-�” (1982:33) ��b $.A&-4C+�,X� 
?+WaB�?Fb�-T �?-�.� 4�
@��-Cb-� ���� �-�?�?�BP ̂ ,�W� ��D�/ 
��b ����
 $�4�B ?+W� 4a& g?+BP� *��?� ���/ ���-?�� 
P���-? A���?-��?� ^,�Wa�a *��&-�/ *�
@�~� ��T.  
 *�W��-? $
���MV� g�BP/ d?�e. �?-�.� _./U 	F?@Ub@��/ 
��-�a *�� *�@� ?D,C ��4-TCb-�, �
�PCb-�. A��-� *��@ 
�-�Wa, 
 “4-� �+�� 4
�?- ��-��?�” (�?-.B?�B., 93)  
�?-�.� �TCb-�. *�� �g&W%� *��/ *�� 4�d.V�, 5M
 4���.-4�, 
5�@UW ��� ��� A�W%�/ A��W �X
-? 	~�� ���C�b-/ ��b 
�	@��-��-� ���Cb-�. A��-��-� *�� $&W ��	 $FT	W�-�/, A��-� 
$F�V+B? ��
-4� ?D�� �a/� 	���TCb-�. 
 “?+�?
� �g��?D ?-�� ���  
 �+�P�� ��A ^��
-� A�.- 
 �+�X ?D� �� ^��?/ ��a/5 
 �+�X ?&�� ?D, �-C..” (�?-.B?�B., 94-97)  
*�� ���Cb-�. A�d.V�  *�� ����/��-�� �
 d�W�4-?B ?-� ��T 
�%��+��� �./ *��BPB �?� �&@��-Cba ���� A���?- �-�W?+BPB 
P�@�-� ^,�WaCb-�. “�T �%��� A�
&��/ d�W�4-��� *��%.�” 
(2008:418) ��T 	�B?/ �&@�~�-�/ *a $
��-�V� �F�~� ��� �
 
d�W�4-P/. C&-4@Ub�?�� A�T/ ?-� �%��+�� �
 d�W�4-?B 
�?-��@���a d�	F �?-��W�B?a. 
�-W%& ^�	
�/ ��@�-B?�/ 
 _./5� ̂ �	
� �T?� �P�a ?-,@��/ ?-�?�� $��_
� P&�BPW 
�XV�/ ^D�. $��_
� P&�BP ��, P&�B �W%� ��-�a �� ����-+ 
��d.?��/ ^�	
� ?+WaB?� �P�a ?-,@��C�b�. 
 ?.B?W��-� �?-�.� ��
�@5
 ?D,C *�� 	&�-? ��a	� 
��D�/ ��T �DJ
�@ ��-.�� *�	+�&�/ *�B?.4-?@ ��Fb 
4-�M�/ �DJV+@�-�. �� A+@5�W%� A+BP/ ��-�a *��?�BP ����/ 
A��� �g��a	�B ��-a ����� A�FPB ?-&,/. 
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 “^,�e?� *�.a 4�����_?�-� �+�� �-%B?@��/ ��-�a 
*@�-%@�@ �C��a �?-��/ ���b-+�+BP/ *a 4-Fb/ ��T�a A
F?�
” 
(1986:53) ��/ ?+W%F�?F� A&e ���a/ �?-�.� �&� �%��g-BCV+�� 
?D,CV� 4�d. 4-�MBP/ �
BP/ A+�%+BP/. 
 ��-�a 	��a �&�/ ��BC�ba. �&�/ ��W� 5�U A�T �g��?-D� 
����a g/�b ��T 4-�M �TCb-�. ���b-+ g-�� 4-�MV� �g� *�BP/ 
�b A�/��b-4�, �?-�.� - ?D,C A+BP/ g-�� �+/�� A���?-��?�-� 
%~��~� *4B?@�~���a. �&�/ ��@�a �g� *�@��FP 4~�4�T, *a 
4-�M, ?D,C, �� 4a& 4B?�B�? ��B?@��/ *�-
W%� P���-? 
*4�a��a. 
 �V�B P�W�W %b��e��; *a ^b
-��@ �-�W� 4-�MV� A�
/ 
?�BCba. A�d. ?D,CBPW ��M
B��-a ��T *�� �DJ
��-���, UbW�� 
*�W��W� �d�W��?� d?�C�b�. ?-� 4-�?� ?D�� ��BC�b�. ��D�,� 
^+?	�.; $~�BP~�?� a�� 	�
-�	�.; ��B�~��?� g��CB 
?�TC�b�. *�F�� ?�W%� ?~�@�~�+�� 4J?� *T�a d.W%�  �C�b�. 
A�Fb�
�.-/ A&e ��a/ ^b�?-4� A+�� ?D,C�/ �-�WaB�?-D��-� 
A+�%+@�-�.  
 $�-� ‘?-� �%��+��’ �d�W�/ ����, ���-T �?-�.� 
*�
	�.�
-, *�@��-� ?D,C�/ $
���MV� g��� �
 d�W��?�@ 
�F�W ��M�%+B? �-�@U?� Pb��. $�-� 4?� �
BP g�P ��M�/. ���� 
4?�@ �-�Wa, 
 “P�Wa@�-� ^b
-4�/ P	A�� 
  �F�� 4�B?D�� ��-���/ ^�V� 
  ��D, ^+?-4�/ 4����C $�-4�/ 
  4-�4J d.Wa *FT  ���/ �+�a   
 �+ a��/ ^D� �� 4?� 
  �g-BC 4�/ 4
�?-��…..” ($��_
� P&�,?+@�/ -5;1-6) 
��Cb-�. “�?-�/, 4C��_ *�.a �4-Fb/ �?-D� ����-�M� P&� ��-X
 
�Wa *�&a ^�� ^,�� �-�-&,4-?B ��	� ���/” (1986:5) ���a 
^�	
� ?+Wa. �?-�.�, ?D,C A+�&�/ 	+���-/U�%� ���- Pb 
�g&@��-Cba ��b �4-FbW�W �-� 4-�MV� �?W%� ?-DCb-� �
.  
 d.4 A��-�+B?, 	��a/ �?-�.� �&-��-� *�� �%��-�W%+�� 
?D,CV� ?�. A��/ *%?MW�� A+BP/. $�-� *� 
-+/ *�
-�D,/ 
^��W�� 4bW�� �W%+@�-�. ?-&,/ �� ?�.?� ���B?-~��-� 
*�B?./ �?-�@�%� Pb ?D��-/ �� 4-�M ��.-��-� ?�.@���� ��T 
?D,C �D�Cb-�. $�-� 4-�M�
- ?DJCV� ?�. *%?MWa	�B��-a 
���bD�Cb-�. ���� 4?� �g-BC,  
 “ 4-��BP *J $C
 ?D,C�/ �-�?-,  
  $
��-�V� �+4�bWa 4-
���� 
  �/�� $�
 �-.�M� g-�?�?�� 
  ����g�/?D 5q¢�
-� $�
  
  P&� $�a/ 
-/ ��b-� -  ?b�   
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  ?�T a
� ��P? ���� ” ($��_
� P&�,?+@�/ -5;7-12) 
��T �TCb-�. “?D,C�� �-�?-,” ��/ 4-�MV� �F�� �-� ^�	
� 
?+Wa@ U.@��Cba. A�P g��� �
�P��?� �F�B ?D,C *��%+@�-��- 
A�.�
-, $�-� g/��
 4�/ ?.�PCba. ���� �?-�.�@ 5M�a 
�X4V� �-�/  *�� 4�/ 4C�/ ��, ?D,� g@5���
-� $�
 P&�B 
�W� $���-/. ?D,C ?-�4-T $���-/ ��Cb-�. “4�/ A�����/ 
��-�a *�	��.@ ��-B? Ab�� Abq��a 4X� A
�U”. *a�� 
A��?�/ g�BC�ba.  
 ����F�-���, %£�&� P&� $�@���� 4-�M, �
 �	& �.+/ 
*��%+B? �-�@5�.. ?D,C A��? ��%+@��-� *��B?-BB �Wa 
g���TCba ���b �.� �DJV+@��;. ?D,C�
- $
�?�� �-�	
� 
�T?�� Aae/ ��T �� �DJV+@�-�. $�-� 4-�M, �
 $C
 A+�� 
4~�/�-� A�� �g-B?W� ��4
-?W ��M����?�-? A+@�-�?�. 
 “�?-�.� �-	�-� ��-�C@ ��+P/ a�� ����W%� ���.-+/ ��C 
*��a	�B ��-�� ����F?-? *Wa
& ^��W�W �-�CW %+@5	�/ ¤� 
*,��-� $��_
� P&� 	��PC�ba” (2007:297) ���a $&-��_
-�M� 
?+Wa. $�-� ���.-+/ ����	� ‘?D,C’ ������ A�P ���4 
��TCb-�. 
�-~�� �?~P/ P&� 
 P&�B�Wa $���-/ ��be�� $
�P.@ ��D?� ��;.-/ 
�&��B?@�~� �W%� �b4@�� dTW�@�~� $��/ �-��/ ��-��PC�b�. 
*��-T �-�/ ��-�a ?D,� �DJ A��� ����FP@ �-��-�/ �-~�� 
^~��-+�-?B �?-�.�/ ?D,C��4 A�/��TC�b�� ���b �b.-/. 
  “?�T PJ.-B ?X�%�W� 4-
�� 
   A�Tg/ $�� �+�4� *���-V� 
    �?-�b
� ��P�� �?�-�4- ��-� ”  
       ($��_
� P&�,�-.19)  
   “�-/U ?Vb-B ?��?��� 4-
�� 
   G�Pg/ $�� �+�4� *���-V� 
    $/�.� ��P�� �?�-�4- ��-� ”  
       ($��_
� P&�, �-.20)  
  “�?-�.
q �-&F P+���-_W� 4-
�� 
   ��.g/ $�� �+�4� *���-V� 
   ��.
� ��P�� �?�-�4- ��-� ”  
       ($��_
� P&�, �-.21)  
��T ?D,X� U?�@ �-��-�/ �-��� 5��P%V� �+/, “g/ $�� �+�4�, 
��P�� �?�-�4- ��-� ” ��/ ��-��?� ?�XB?W�B?�. �-�� ���@��
-?B 
?D,X� U?�@ �-��-�/, ‘g/ $�� �+�4�’ ��T ?D,�@ �-�
a 
?D,CV� ^�BP�@� *��a *�� 4�%FP 4+�a �?-�@�a ��-�T 
�?-�.��
 P�@�-?B �?-D� �-������ ��.-/. “�q��
 ���T 
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$d&�� 4-
�� �+�-�-C� *�� P��� AX
 ¤�
B �?~��-/” ��T, 
4-
�� ���-� 4�/ 4C���-/ ��@ �-�
a �?-�.X� �+?
 �DJ@ 
�-�Cb �-�P.        “�?�-�4- ��-�” ��T ��4V� �-�B ?D,C�
 ^��@ 
��-� g-�?�/ 4�B?�.V� �-� ̂ ���-/. ?D,� �&e ��?�BP 4C��_
B 
�?-�@�a ��-�, �?-�.X� �&e ^�BP 4C��_
B �?-�BP/ ��T P�@�-� 
^,�W%@ �-�C�b�� $
�P.@ ��D?� �� A���?-��?� ��Wa&BC�b-�. 
 A�P �?-�.� 4-
���-� �@5���FP ����-~�4-?W�-� �?-.B 
?�B?-�V�, 
 “$
��-�V� *��-� ��F�b�W� 
 ¥�@ Ua4.� �D,� �?-��.- 
  g�.�a ^D�/ g/5” (�?-.B?�B.46-48) 
��T $
�?� �-V.-? A���?-��?� ��Wa&W�-�&- ��T �D,W ��-�TCba. 
*�W��-? ��-��W ab��/, *���-� ��
 g@5��V� *�C��/ 
�-���-/ ��T �-�W ��-��PC�b��. 
 “AT�4� �-
� ���? ���C  
 *T� �
-�W�-� ����� �?-
-/ 
 *T� �
-�W�-� *
& *
+/ 
 gT�4� �-
� �?�4� �?-
-/”  ($��_
� P&�,�-.23) 
��@ �-�/ �-��� g@5��
�/ ?D,��/ �-�/ �-�C� �?-�.��/ 
?D,C
�/ ^~�?-D�� �-�C�b�� ��.-/. ��U ‘�+�4�’ ��;T �
/ 
�?-D���?� A@��-�a ��a 	~��-? �DJ ������/ A+�����/ 
A,Wa@ �-�C�b��. A&D� ?-&,�?�B?-? A��-T �-��� ��.-/. ��T 
?D,�/ g@5���/ 4C��_
-? A+@�a ��-� ��/ �?-�.�/ 4C��_
-? 
A+@¦�?� ��T ^,�Wa��FP. 4F�b-�T A��-T �-���� �./ �?-�.� 
*+C� �-� A+BCb-� ��/ �D,W�B ?D,CV�/ �F��Wa��FP. 
�@��
-V�/ ?D,C
 4C��_
�
� ���a *�� 4��W ��Fb ��D�/ 
��b �D,/ �-~�� A��
-��� *�
��Cba. dbe@ �P%V�, 
 “…
-/  
 �?-W� P&��� �W%
 ����/ g/ 
 $W�.@�~� a
���B?” ($��_
� P&�, �-.38;1-3) 
��T ��, �?�& ���T ��F� ��T���-C
 �-D�
X� ��F��&� 
���?~�/ ��T �T�a, �?-�.�BP ����/ ��P �F�~�-�/ *���/ *�� 
���T �+�-� ��/ P�@5�.�
 A���?-�-� �-�@�~���a. 
 A��-T $
�?�B P&�B �W�-�� ���a §.B ?F��M� 4�%�/ 
?D,CB?-? ?�.@��/ 4�d.
 ^+�-BC	�Cb-� A���?-��?�. 
��U?� 
 _TP� 4B?�-� $
�P.W%�M� ���-�?�� ��b-� P&�B�Wa 
A���?-��?�-� ��/5�WaB ?-~�@ �~�+@5�/; *ae/ _.@�%?-&B ?�
 
g?�W%�����/ �+ g?�W%
-?�� *4B?@�~���a. 
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 �?-�.� �?-. ���
@�~� 5bP $��_
� P&� *4�a���-� 
?-���M, ?�-W%b/ ^&W� ?-�, ��BP& ?-� $C
�Fb@ ��-.�� 
$��_
� P&��/ _.@�%?-&W%� �+ �BC
B ?-�
-? *4Cba. 
 P&�B�Wa g���T/ �b, �Wa� �-�@��/ �-~� �� ��.-�Fb�/ 
?.��B?W��-� A���?-��?� ��W%+��-�/ ^�	
� �T?�/; $��? 
d&/� ^��� ���� *�
 ��Cba. 
 �?-.B?�B ?-�BP/ a��4-.BP/ A��
 A�/��T/ $��_
� 
P&�
 �-�?� ��W%� A+�a �-�BP/��-�a A���?-	� ����-BP ^W%�/ 
?-� *4B?@�~��F?-� �g-B?�/ U.@��C�b�.  
a,d�b�  
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