




















Attachment  C 
 

                         Summary of Required Report Submittals* 

 
Required Report Date Due Submitted By: Submitted To: 

(see bottom of page for key) 
Discharge Monitoring Report 
(DMR) 

Monthly, postmarked by the 15th of 
the month following the monitoring 
month (e.g. the March DMR is due 
by April 15th. 

Town of Dartmouth 1, 2, 3 

Whole Effluent Toxicity 
(WET)Test Report (Part I.A.1)  

April 30, July 31, October 31 and 
January 31 of each year 

Town of Dartmouth 
 

1, 2, 3 

I/I Control Plan (Part I.C.3)  
 

Within 6 months of permit effective 
date 

Town of Dartmouth 
 
 

1,2 
 
 

I/I Annual Report (Part I.C.3) By anniversary date of the effective 
date 

Town of Dartmouth 
 

1,2 
 
 

Annual Sludge Report 
(Part I.D.8.) 

February 19 each year Town of Dartmouth 1,2 

*This Table is a summary of reports required to be submitted under this NPDES permit as an aid to the permittee.  If there are any 
discrepancies between the permit and this summary, the permittee shall follow the permit requirements. 
 
 
1. Environmental Protection Agency 

Water Technical Unit (SEW) 
P.O. Box 8127 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 
 
 

2. Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection 
Southeast Regional Office 
20 Riverside Drive       
Lakeville, MA  02347 

 



 
3. Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Watershed Management 
Surface Water Discharge Permit Program 
627 Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 
 

 
 
 

































RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR 
DRAFT NPDES PERMIT MA0101605 
 
T0WN OF DARTMOUTH 
DARTMOUTH WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
759 RUSSELLS MILLS ROAD   
DARTMOUTH, MA 02748 
 
On April 29, 2009, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP) released a draft 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for public notice and 
comment, for the above facility. The public comment period for this draft permit ended 
on May 28, 2009. Comments received are reproduced below as received and have not 
been edited. 
 
The following comments were received  from the Coalition For Buzzards Bay: 
 
WWTF Nitrogen Limits 
 
While nitrogen pollution is the greatest long-term threat to the health of Buzzards Bay 
and its 30 harbors and coves including the Slocums River and Apponagansett Bay, The 
Coalition is not aware of any data which would support a nitrogen limit for the 
Dartmouth WWTF at this time. In fact, anecdotal evidence suggests that the water quality 
at this location remains relatively good. Due to the outfall’s deep water, well flushed 
location, there is no present indication that the nitrogen discharge from the Dartmouth 
WWTF is adversely impacting water quality. However, we expect that the inclusion of 
nitrogen discharge limits may be an issue in a future permit in order to meet Baywide 
nitrogen reduction targets, such as those already in place in Long Island Sound and the 
Chesapeake Bay. The Coalition supports the draft permit’s requirement of continued 
monitoring and reporting of nitrogen compounds to help support the Massachusetts 
Estuaries Project (“MEP”) and related Total Maximum Daily Load (“TMDL”) 
activities. 
 
Nitrogen Limits in the Slocums/Little River and Apponagansett Bay 
 
While current data do not support a nitrogen limit on the Dartmouth WWTF at this time, 
a final technical report issued by the MEP establishes enforceable nitrogen limits for the 
Slocums and Little Rivers. The MEP report defining nitrogen limits on Apponagansett 
Bay is due out later this year. These reports serve as the scientific foundation for TMDLs, 
those nitrogen limits the town will be required to meet under the Clean Water Act. 
The report clearly shows that the Slocums River is well beyond its ability to assimilate 
current nitrogen loadings. Since residential septic systems account for 37% of the local 
load to the system, it is likely that the town will need to expand sewer service in order to 
reduce the nitrogen load to these near-shore, nitrogen-impaired, estuaries. The Coalition 
encourages the town of Dartmouth to prioritize the available capacity at the WWTF to 



serve areas which will reduce nitrogen load to impaired waterbodies including the 
Slocums River. 
 
Response 
 
We have noted your comments. EPA and MassDEP will review the final technical report 
for the Slocums River when it will be ready. Dartmouth WWTF has a monthly average 
design capacity for flow of 4.2 mgd. Current monthly average flow is approximately 3.1 
mgd. EPA also encourages the Town of Dartmouth to prioritize the available capacity at 
the WWTF to serve areas which will reduce nitrogen load to impaired waterbodies 
including the Slocums River. 
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