DISCLAIMER

The full text of certain NPDES permits and the associated fact sheets has been made available to
provide online access to this public information. EPA is making permits and fact sheets available
electronically to provide convenient access for interested public parties and as a reference for
permit writers. The ownership of these documents lies with the permitting authority, typically a
State with an authorized NPDES program.

While EPA makes every effort to ensure that this web site remains current and contains the final
version of the active permit, we cannot guarantee it is so. For example, there may be some delay
in posting modifications made after a permit is issued. Also note that not all active permits are
currently available electronically. Only permits and fact sheets for which the full text has been
provided to Headquarters by the permitting authority may be made available. Headquarters has
requested the full text only for permits as they are issued or reissued, beginning November 1,
2002.

Please contact the appropriate permitting authority (either a State or EPA Regional office) prior to
acting on this information to ensure you have the most up-to-date permit and/or fact sheet. EPA
recognizes the official version of a permit or fact sheet to be the version designated as such and
appropriately stored by the respective permitting authority.

The documents are gathered from all permitting authorities, and all documents thus obtained are
made available electronically, with no screening for completeness or quality. Thus, availability
on the website does not constitute endorsement by EPA.
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_ . STATE OF MAINE .
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

ANGUS 8. KING, JR. o o : 'MARTHA KIRKPATRICK
GOVERNOR . ‘ : . : . COMMISSIONER

" December 19, 2001 o |

: | o _Pg fod 1{@,{62‘,
Michael Noble |
" Robinson Manufacturing Company

P.O.Box 195
Oxford, ME 04270 -

RE: Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systemn (MEPDES) Permit #ME0002526
' - . Maine Waste Discharge License (WDL) Application #W000612:5N-E-M
Final Permit/License Modification' ' o . ‘

Dear Mr. Noble:

Enclosed please find a copy of your final MEPDES permit and Maine WDL modification which
was approved by the Department of Environmental Protection. This.permit/license for your
facility supersedes National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systermn (NPDES) permit
#ME0002526, last issued to your facility by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)on
March 30, 1999. Please read the permit/license and its attacheéd conditions carefully. You must
follow the conditions in the ofder to satisfy the requirements of law. Any discharge not

: rcceiving adequate treatment is in violation of State Law and is subject to enforcement action. - ‘

Any interested person aggrieved by a Departiment determination made-pursuant to apf;licable

regulations, may appeal the decision following the procedures described in the attached DEP
FACT SHEET entitled “Appealing a Commissioner’s Licensing Decision.” -

It ybu have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to call me at 287-7693.

Gregg Wood )
Division of Water Resource Regulation
Bureau of Land and Water Quality '

Sincerely,

Enc. :

cc:  Stuart Rose, DEP/SMRO
David Cochrane, USEPA
Susann Nachmann, USEPA
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. e _STATEOFMAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
STATE HOUSE STATION 17 ' AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

- DEPARTMENT ORDER

N o IN THE MATTER OF

' ROBINSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY ) MAINE POLLUTANT DISCHARGE

OXFORD, OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE ) ELIMINATION SYSTEM PERMIT
TEXTILE MANUFACUTURING - S -

' ME0002526 e ) -~ AND -

- W000612-5N-F-M ~ APPROVAL ) WASTE DISCHARGE LICENSE
o . ) - MODIFICATION

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Water Pollution Contro! Act, Title 33 USC, Section
1251, et seq. and Maine Law, 38 M.R.S. A, Section 414-A et Seq., and applicable regulations,
- the Department of Environmental Protection has considered thie application of the ROBINSON
MANUFACTURING COMPANY (RMC), with its supportive data, agency review comments,
- and other related materials on file and FINDS THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

APPLICATION SUMMARY

" The applicant has applied for modification of Departmient Waste Discharge License ‘
(WDL) #W000612-5N-E-M, which was issued on December 10, 1998 and is due to expire on
December 10, 2003. The WDL approved-a monthly average discharge of 0.50 million galions

. per day (MGD) of treated process and sanitary waste water, and 0.20 MGD of cooling waters
from a woolen mill to the Thompson Lake Qutlet Stream (TLOS), Class C in Oxford, Maine.
The permittee has requested the Department modify the WDL 1o incorporate the terms and
conditions of the Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MEPDES) Program.

On ;J anuary 12, 2001, the Départment received authorization from the Environmental Prdtection :
Agency (EPA)to administer the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systern (NPDES)
program in Maine. From this point forward, the program will be referenced as the Maine
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MEPDES) Program. .' '

- PERMIT SUMMARY

This permit carries forward all terms and conditions of the December 10, 1998, WDL and the
September 23, 1999, modification with the following exceptions:

I' Removal of the limitations (3%)‘f0r the water flea and fathéad minnow.
- 2. Removal of the weekly average limit of 0.1 ml/L for seﬁtleab]e solids.

3. Removal of Special Condition C requiring the submission of a toxicity reduction evaiuation
(TRE). N . .



- ME0002526 " PERMIT - PAGE2OF11
W000612-5N-F-M P -

CONCLUSIONS

- BASED on the ﬁn’dings in the attached Fact Sheet dated August 20, 2001, and rev1sed on .
November 29, 2001 and subject to the Conditions listed below the Department makes the
fellong CONCLUSIONS:

1. The chscharge, either by itself or in combmatlon wrth other dlscharges will not Jower the
quality of any classified body of water Below such classxﬁca‘aon

2. The dlscharge either by itself or in comblnatlon W1th other dlscharges ‘will not lower the
quality of any unclassified body of water Wthh the Department expects to adopt in
accordance with the state law

3, The prowsmns of the State s antldegradatxon pohcy, 38 M.RS.A,, Sectton 464(4)(F), wﬂl be
met in that ' .

a.

Bxlstmg in-stream water uses and the level of water quality necessary to protect and
maintain those existing uses will be maintained and protected;

~Where htgh quahty water of the State constitute an outstandmg natlonal resource, that
- water quahty will be mamtamed and protected;

"The standards.of clasmﬁcatlon of the recewmg water body are met or, where the

standards of classification of the receiving water body are not met, the discharge will not
cause or contribute to the failure of the water body to meet the standards of classﬁication,

Where the actual quahty of any classified receiving water body exceeds the. minimum -
standards of the next highest cla331ﬁcat1on that higher water quality will be maintained .
and protected and

Where a discharge will result in lowermg the existing quallty of any water body, the
Department has made the finding, following opportumty for public participation, that this :

actlon IS necessary to achieve important economic or social benefits to the State

4. The discharge will be subject to effluent Inmtauons that requ1re application of best
practlcable treatment.
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~ ACTION

THEREFORE, the Department APPROVES the above noted apphcanon of the ROBINSON
MANUFACTURING COMPANY, to discharge a monthly average of 0.50 million galtons per
-day (MGD) of treated process and sanitary waste water, and 0.20 MGD of cooling waters to the -
-Thompson Lake Outlet Stream, SUBJECT TO THE ATTACHED CONDITIONS and all
applicable standards and regulations including:

1. “Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permlt Standard Conditions Apphcable To
All Permits,” revised January 16, 2001, copy attached _ .

* 2.. The attached Specxal Condmons mcludmg any effluent hmjtatlons and momtormg
requlrements .

3. ‘The expiration da'telof the current license is December 10, 2003.

DONE AND DATED AT AUGUSTA, MAINE, TEIS [ DAY o@ﬂ%b@b ,2001.

AR _
t&MARTHA C{[R_}P‘AT@ECK Commlssmner

PLEASE NOTE A'I‘TACHED SHEET FOR GUIDANCE ON APPEAL PROCEDURES

‘ Date of initial recnlpt of application: _ August I, 2001

Date of application acceptance: _ August 3. 2001

L E
8BS /9 2001

. Date filed with Board of Environmental Protec'tien

This order prepared by Gregg Wood, BUREAU OF LAND AND WATER QUALITY
W06125nf . 11/29/01
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS

| A, EFFLUENT LIMITA’I‘IONS AND MONITORING REQUIREZMENTS (cont d)
Pootnotes:

1. The eélculated temperature difference limitations apply to the total thermal load from
Outfall 001 and 002 combmed See Spec1al Condition F of this permlt for calculation
requirements.

2. A weekly rollmg average hrmtatlon is in effect between June 1 and September 30 of each
.calendar year. For Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) reporting purposes, report the
highest seven (7) day temperature difference during a calendar month .See Spec1a1

: Condmon F. ‘

3. A daily maximum hnntat;on that is only in effect When the TLOS temperature is >73°F
For DMR reporting purposes, report the highest daily thermal load (expressed in
. BTU’s/Day) during a calendar month. See Special Condition F.

4. Compliance based on the Department’s “Reporting Limit” of 3 ug/L. All analytical test
. results shall be reported to the Department including results which -are detected at or
‘below the RL of 3 ug/L. It is noted that should analytical test methods be revised such
that a Jower RL is established, this permit will be re-opened per Special Condition C to
. establish a new RL. Unitil such time, the perrmttee shall report Benzo (K)Fluoranthene
values as follows:

Detecrable results: Al_l detectable analytical test results shall be reported to the
Department including results which are detected below the RL of 3 ug/L. If the
concentration result is at or above 3 ug/L, the concentration shall be reported at that level
and the mass shall be calculated using the concentration detected and the actual flow rate -
associated with the sampling period. The numeric value calculated shall be entered into
the mass column. If the concentration result is less than the RL of 3 ug/L, the permlttee
shall enter <0 0005 in the column for mass.

Non-detectablé results - If the analytical test result is below 3 ug/L, the concentration -
result shall be reported as <X where X is the detection level achieved by the laboratory
for that test. Reporting a value of <X where X is greater than 5 ug/L is unacceptable and
will be rejected by the Department. Because the mass can not be calculated using a

- concentration reported at <X, the permittee shall enter <0 0005 in the column for mass,

5. Pnonty Pollutants are those listed by the USEPA pursuant to Section 307(a) of the Clean
- Water Act and published at 40 CFR, Part 122, Appendix D, Tables II and I11. ‘Beginning
the effective date of this permlt surveillance level chemical specific testing shall be
conducted once per year in any calendar quarter. Beginning twelve months prior to
the expiration date of this permit, the permittee shall initiate screenmg level
- chemical specific tests at a frequency of once per calendar quarter for four
. consecutive calendar quarters
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS
" A. EFFLUENT 'LIMITATIONS AND MONITOR_ING REQUiREMENTS (cont’d)
Footnotes:

" 6. Definitive WET testing is a multi-concentration testing event (a minimum of five’
"dilutions that bracket the critical dilutions of acute — 3.6%, chronic- 3%), which provides
a point estimate of toxicity in terms of No Observed Effect Level, commonly referred to
-as NOEL or NOEC. A-NOEL is defined as the acute no observed effect level with
survival as the end point. C-NOEL is defined as the chronic no- observed effect level
with survival, reproduction and growth as the end points. :

Beginning the effectiv’e date of the permit, surveillance level WET testing shall be
conducted once per year in any calendar quarter ussing two species, the water flea
(Ceriodaphnia dubia) and the fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas). Acute NOEL
values associated with each chronic test must be submitted. Results shall be reported as
soon as they become available, but in no case later than the 15™ day of the month-

- following the end of the quarter. :

Beginning twelve months prior to the expiration date of this permit, the permittee
. shall initiate screening level WET tests at a frequency of once per quarter for four

consecutive calendar quarters Testing shall be conducted on the water flea (Cenodaghm Ehe

- dubia) and the fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas} in two of the four calendar
quarters and conducted on the water flea (Ceriodaphnia dubia) and the brook trout .
(Salvelinus fontinalis) in the remaining two of the four calendar quarters. Results shall -

_ be reported as soon as they become available, but in no case later than the 15% day of the
month following the end of the quarter.

Toxicity tests must be conducted by an experienced laboratory approved by the
- Department. The laboratory must follow procedures as described in the following
U.S.E.P.A. methods manuals.

a. Lewis P.A.et al., Short Term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of
- Effluent and Receiving Water to Freshwater Orgamsms Third Edition, July 1994
EPA/600/4-91/002. : .

b. Weber, C L et al., Methods for Measuring the Aciite Toxicity of Effluent and

Receiving Waters to Freshwater and Marine Organisms, Fourth Edition, August 1993
EPA/600/4-90/027F.

The permittee is also required to analyze the effluent for the parameters specified in
the analytic chemistry on the form in Atftachment A of this permit each and every
time a WET test is performed. - -
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B. NARRATIVE EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS FOR ALL OUTFALLS
1.- The effluent shall not ,contain a visibl_e oil sheen, foam, or floating solid$ at any time..

2. The effluent sha]l'n‘ot contain materials in concentrations or combinations which are |
hazardous or toxic to aquatic life; or which would impair the usages designated by the
classification of the receiving waters. S : ' ‘

3, The discharge shall not impart color, taste, turbidity, toxicity,'radioactivity or other
- properties which cause those waters to be unsuitable for the designated uses and
characteristics ascribed to their class. ' :

4. Notwithstanding specific conditions of this permit, the effluent must not lower the quality
of any classified body of water below such classification, or lower the existing quality of
- any body of water if the existing quality is higher than the classification.

- C. REOPENER CLAUSE

Upon evaluation of test results required by Special Condition A of this permit, new site
specific information or any other pertinent information gathered during the term of this
permit, the Department may, at anytime and with notice to the permittee, modify this permit
. to: (1) include effluent limits necessary to control specific pollutants or whole effluent
toxicity where there is a reasonable potential that the effluent may cause water quality criteria
to be exceeded: (2) require additional monitoring if results on file are inconclusive; or (3)
' change monitoring requirements or limitations based on new information.

D. MONITORING AND REPORTING .

The results of the monitoring requirerﬁents shall be repérted on forms approved by the
Department in the units specified at a frequency of once monthly in accordance with the
attached Standard Conditions and directed to: I '

Department of Environmental Protection
Central Maine Regional Office
Bureau of Land and Water Quality
State House Station #17
Augusta, Maine 04333

E. TREATMENT PLANT OPERATOR

The treatment facility must be operated by a person holding a Grade III certificate pursuant -
to Title 38 M.R.S.A., Section 4171 et Seq. All proposed contracts for facility operation by
any person must be approved by the Department before the permittee may engage the
services of the contract operator.- '
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F. TEMPERATURE DIFFERENCE/THERMAL LOAD

Between June 1 and September 30 of each year, the weekly average calculated
- temperature difference (predicted river temperature increase) for Outfalls 001 and 002
 combined, is in effect.

Between June 1 and September 30 of each year, The Qe, Qr, Te and Tr shall be recorded
‘on a daily basis. The daily recorded and calculated values shall be reported to the
- Department as an attachment to the Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR’s) for the month of
June, July, August and September of each year. The temperature chfference (predicted river
-temperature increase) shall be calculated as follows

PRTI = KQQQN) (Tenm*TI‘) + (Qepoz) (Teppr = Tr)
Qr

PRTI = Predicted River Temperature Increase

' Qe Effluent flow in MGD from the apphcable outfall _
Qr = River flow in MGD. : . : it
= Effluent Temperature in °F from the applicable outfall. ' ' |
Tr = Upstream River Water Temperature in °F.

Qr- (Rlver Flow in ‘MGD) shall be measured by the staff gauge located on the north
shore of TLOS on the upstream side of the King Street Bridge at the site of the former
USGS gauge location. The staff gange was calibrated in calendar year 2000 by the RMC
and Acheron Inc. : _

. Tr - (Upstream River Water Temperature) shall be measured at the TLOS dam, after the
process water gate but before the lake water intake tank

When the temperature of the TLOS is >73 °F the permlttee will be limited to a thermal load
of 67.4 x 10 BTU’s/Day. The permittee shall calculate the thermal load in accordance with
the following equation:

BTU’s/Day = [(Qeoor) (Teoo: — Tr) + (Qeona) (Tegoz — To)] (834 Ib/gal)

Qe ‘Effluent flow in gallons per day from the applicable outfall
Qr =River flow in MGD.

Te = Effluent Temperature in °F from the applicable outfall

Tr= Upstream River Water Temperature in °F.
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G.f NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT

In accordance with Standard Condmon D, the permittee shall not1fy the Dcpartment of the
following: .

1. Any substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants bei’ng introduced into the
~ waste water collection and treatment system.

2. For the purposes of this section, ‘adequate notice shall include iﬁfbrmation on:

a. The quality and quannty of waste water introduced to the waste water collection and
~treatment system, and ‘

b. Any anticipated change in the quahty or quantlty of the waste water to be dlscharged
from the treatment system

H. UNAUTHORIZED DISCHARGES

The permittee is authonzed to d13charge only in accordance with the terms and conditions of
this' permit and only from Outfalls 001 and 002. All other discharges are not authorized

under this permit, but shall be reported i in accordance with Standard Condition B(S)(Bypass)-
of this perrmt :




' ATTACHMENT A
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' ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY RESULTS
FRESHWATER TESTS

Alkalinity
" .. Ammonia nitrogen ug/L . o
~ Specific conductance {pnmhos : ' . _pmbhos
Total restdual chlerine {mg/L mg/L
" Total organic cartbon  {mg/L mg/L
Tatal solids mg/L mg/L
Total susApended solids |mg/L - _ mg/L
;I‘ota._l aluminum pg/L ' ug/L
Total cadmium =~ |ug/L ng/L
Total calctum mg/L mg/L
~ Total chromium - © iug/L . pg/L
. Total copper ne/L |- ' pg/L
Total hardness Jmg/L ' ' ' mg/L
Total lead g/L ) pE/L
Total magneéiu-m ug/L : : . . ug/l
“Total nickel © pgsL ' g/L
Total zinc /L : pe/L
other { = pH )} {s.0. = , : s.U.4 ,
other ( ) '

sting test. To the bést of my Knowisd

hjsi nformatlon !1Strue accurate, and commplet,

sighature

Siiited name ™’ address - e
printed name ™ B :
tel. no. ' LR
WETCHEMF.XLS ‘ . : Mar be
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'FR. {WATER WHOLE EFFLUENT TOXICITY (W& <{EST REPORT

.

-

&
1
1

: E%Eghpense No.

DEP/EPA

-

Fathead

LCBO
A-NOEL
C-NOEL

Dafa Summary T . e
' no. young % survival final wit [mg) % survival final wt {mg)
QC standard A>90 | C=80 _ >15ffcmalc ASB0 >80 >2% increase  [A>89  {C>79 >0.25
lab control - ' 1

river water.control

cone. 1{ %}
conc. 2 { %)
conc. 3 %)
cone. 4 { %)
conc. 5( %)
cone. 6{ %)

stat test used

place * next to values statistically different from controls  for trout show final wt and % incr for both controls

Referende toxicant =57, Soni rwater flgd e e 1 Al e T e B e e e ] isaed)
. LC50/A-NOEL - C-NOEL LC50/A-NOEL C-NOEL LC50/A-NOEL C-NOEL

ioxl’cant / date
limits (mg/l)
rf_:sults {mg/}

Laboratory Condgc__t_ir_xg Test. To the best of myknowledge t.'li_is _i_:ijf_ﬁléﬁon" ié true, accurate, and complete.
‘slgnature = - T :
prinéhi riame

tel. no. - - ' L ‘ '
Repon analytical chemistry on reverse side, . WETRPFME.XLS Mar @8
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