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Students worked with research leaders Benjamin Bratton and M. Casey Rehm on a project funded through the 
Google AMI Focused Research Grant, to redesign downtown Los Angeles. The design proposals use a mix of 
scanning and generative techniques to amplify the urban environment's legibility for non-human perception. Students: 
Laure Michelon, Pedro Ferrazini, Sofia Ospina, Gonca Tunc, and Anthony Samaha. 

Los Angeles, CA (December 9, 2019) - SCI-Arc is pleased to announce some exciting updates to its 
postgraduate Master of Science degree program in Architectural Technologies. Already a robust critical 
exploration of the technical and material methodologies employed in the contemporary practice of 
architecture, the Architectural Technologies program is shifting its focus to include a stronger emphasis 
on emerging technologies. Building upon already strong foundations in digital modeling, fabrication, and 
visualization, the program has been recently investing in new technologies such as artificial intelligence, 
machine vision, augmented reality, and platform design. To guide the program into the new frontiers of 
architectural technologies, SCI-Arc is proud to announce that SCI-Arc faculty and algorithmic designer M. 
Casey Rehm will be the new coordinator of the program beginning fall 2020.  
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The Master of Science in Architectural Technologies is a one-year, three-semester program focused on 
contemporary and near-future design technologies. In a time when platform-based corporations like 
Katera, Sidewalk Labs, and WeWork have been encroaching upon territories traditionally associated with 
architectural practice, there is an increasing urgency for architecture to develop strategic practices that 
can work within the context of the growing prevalence of systematized workflows within design-oriented 
disciplines and industries. Moving forward, the program will seek to formalize connections between 
advanced topics in computational research with the rapidly developing innovations in platform 
applications, game engines, machine vision, and AI. 

In recent years, Los Angeles has become an important international hub for technology startups, as 
companies have been drawn to the city’s unique geographical, cultural, and economic advantages. Tech 
giants like Amazon, Google, and Netflix have recently established a presence to benefit from the dynamic 
startup culture that is developing research and applications in AI, blockchain, and interactive media. Los 
Angeles is also the long-standing home to important venture capital culture and business incubators and 
accelerators such as Idealab in Pasadena, among others. The program seeks to actively engage new 
models of entrepreneurship to maximize student involvement with multiple forms of technological 
expertise in order to bring disruptive ideas into reality. 

A primary interest of the program is to investigate how new platforms are fundamentally transforming the 
way we inhabit and experience the world. “The historical discipline of architecture is slow and has always 
had difficulty representing the present moment; architecture generally represents the world as it existed 
yesterday,” says David Ruy, Chair of Postgraduate Programs at SCI-Arc. “We would like to expose our 
students to technology as it exists now—much of which will come as a surprise—but you cannot be truly 
empowered in this day and age if you don’t fully understand the technological reality of the contemporary 
world.”  

Though phenomena such as social media, data platforms, and automated infrastructures have not 
typically been thought of as problems of architectural technology, as machine intelligence converges with 
new managerial practices and automation, a new world is undeniably being built which is only beginning 
to be understood. In this contemporary context, the program seeks to engage the cutting edge of 
technology and develop new forms of architectural thinking.  

Of the program Rehm states, “We are not interested in training a generation of software operators. Our 
students will graduate with design knowledge, a business plan, and a technology platform to accelerate 
the future of architecture.” 

Click to learn more about the Architectural Technologies program and how to enroll.  

About SCI-Arc Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) is dedicated to educating architects who will imagine 
and shape the future. It is an independent, accredited degree-granting institution offering undergraduate and graduate 
programs in architecture. Located in a quarter-mile-long former freight depot in the Arts District in Downtown Los Angeles, 
the school is distinguished by its vibrant studio culture and emphasis on process. SCI-Arc’s approximately 500 students and 
80 faculty members, most of whom are practicing architects, work together to reexamine assumptions, create, explore, and 
test the limits of architecture. SCI-Arc faculty and leadership have garnered more than 500 national and international design 
awards and recognitions, including Progressive Architecture awards, American Institute of Architects (AIA) awards, and the 
prestigious Jencks and Pritzker architecture prizes. In DesignIntelligence’s 2019 US survey, SCI-Arc ranked #2 in Design 
Technologies, #3 Most Hired From, and was top ten among the nation’s Most Admired Undergraduate Programs in 
Architecture. SCI-Arc is located at 960 E. 3rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013. www.sciarc.edu. 

https://www.sciarc.edu/academics/postgraduate/architectural-technologies

