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Los Angeles, CA (June 6, 2017) – SCI-Arc is pleased to announce, Thick by Maxi Spina. 
Thickness is an increasingly elusive condition in architectural design. Alluded to in section, 
camouflaged in the figure-ground, and presented as a foil in the developable surface drawing, material 
thickness is an understudied architectural condition.  

 
As a term, thickness does not refer to the actual solidity of a material (as in the standardization of 
sheet material or thickness of marble), but a conceptual and material problem that sits (literally) at the 
edge of architectural thinking. The condition of thickness—the necessity of thickness— carries no 
central import in any era of architectural thinking, but manages to circulate through different modes of 
architectural production. Its condition is linked to (but is not central to) the history of stereotomy and 
stone construction; in the emergence of new forms of architectural drawing (developed surface 
drawing); and in the classic problem of the Doric order. Even in the Modernist obfuscation of solid 
form, it remains an unavoidable consideration in the Miesian corner and Kiesler’s endless surfaces.  
In digital software, thickness is infinitely thin. Its default property is a single line or algorithmic curve. Its 
“thickness” must be added—it appears as an offset, an extrusion, an enclosed surface— as a mere 
afterthought. Thickness is a constructive problem as much as it is a representational one. In 
construction, it’s become synonymous with material offset (due to the predominance of sheet 
material), as opposite to stereotomy, in which thickness is derived from subtraction and removal of 
mass. Thickness becomes a tectonic default rather than a techne to be designed.  
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Thick attempts to expand on the problems of material thickness through the topic of sections, ruins, 
fragments, constructions, figurations, simultaneity, and representation. Coupled with a public 
discussion, the exhibition will expand on the problems of material thickness through the topic of 
sections, ruins, fragments, constructions, figurations, simultaneity, and representation.  
 
Maxi Spina (b. Rosario, Argentina) is the co-founder of Spinagu (spinagu.com). He is currently Design 
Faculty and Applied Studies Faculty at SCI-Arc. He was previously the Maybeck Fellow at UC 
Berkeley, Lecturer at CCA and Associate Professor at Woodbury. His work has been featured in 
exhibitions at A+D Museum, Jai & Jai, Wuho Gallery. He received his M.Arch from Princeton 
University and a B.Arch from National University of Rosario, Argentina.  
 

 -- 
Public Programs  
 
Thick is supported in part by the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts. 
 
Thick is supported in part by the Formica Corporation. 
 
SCI-Arc exhibitions and public programs are made possible in part by a grant from the City of Los Angeles, Department of Cultural 
Affairs. 
 
For exclusive content check out SCI-Arc Channel on YouTube. 
 
SCI-Arc public programs are subject to change beyond our control. For the most current information, please visit www.sciarc.edu or 
call 213-613-2200.  
 
Parking and Hours  
The entrance to SCI-Arc’s parking lot is at 350 Merrick Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013, between Traction Avenue and 4th Street in 

Los Angeles. The SCI-Arc Gallery is open daily from 10am–6pm. 

 

About SCI-Arc 

Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) is dedicated to educating architects who will imagine and shape the future. It is an 

independent, accredited degree-granting institution offering undergraduate and graduate programs in architecture. Located in a quarter-

mile-long former freight depot in the Arts District in Downtown Los Angeles, the school is distinguished by its vibrant studio culture and 

emphasis on process. SCI-Arc’s approximately 500 students and 80 faculty members, most of whom are practicing architects, work together 

to re-examine assumptions, create, explore and test the limits of architecture. SCI-Arc faculty and leadership have garnered more than 500 

national and international design awards and recognitions, including Progressive Architecture awards, American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

awards, and the prestigious Jencks and Pritzker architecture prizes. U.S. DesignIntelligence recently ranked SCI-Arc #4 in Graduate 

Programs Most Admired by Deans and Chairs in its 2017 America’s Best Architecture Schools survey.  SCI-Arc is located at 960 E. 3rd 

Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013. www.sciarc.edu 
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