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The Impact of the French Occupation of Belgium 1793-1815

The First French Invasion

In the summer of 1792, the French Republic declared war on Austria. After beating the Austrian
army at Jemappes, the Austrian Netherlands were largely occupied until 10 March 1793.

The Poste aux Armées was completely re-organized during this period, and post offices were set up
in each army. Management of the post offices was by civilian employees appointed by the
“Représentants du Peuple aux Armées”. The Représentants were attached to military units and
administrative bodies to enforce law and order, and importantly to ensure the appropriate
revolutionary attitude and behaviour of administrators and army officers.

Letter dated Namur 25 Janvier [an deuxiéme de la Republique francaise, before the adoption of the Revolutionary Calendar.
Rare army postmark of the EXPEDITION/DELA BELGIQUE
The letter is endorsed inside “Expédié Négativement, to explain the “00” free rate on the front of the letter.
The contents concern a safe conduct for the return of Citizen Galopin, capitaine, to fiis fiome in Cafvados.
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