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OXNARD – A CITY OF OUTDOOR RECREATION

       Oxnard, Calif. – Lovers of the outdoors may get their fill of exciting recreational experiences in Oxnard’s inland and coastal environment.  No matter the season, there’s plenty to do for both the eager beginner and experienced outdoor enthusiast.

       Whether its biking, fishing, hiking, sailing, lawn bowling, or any other outdoor sport, the season is always right and the activity options are plentiful in Oxnard.

       For a good workout, many of Oxnard’s fine accommodations include swimming pools, exercise rooms, and tennis facilities on site or nearby.  The Oxnard Tennis Center offers eight championship courts, a clubhouse, showers and locker rooms.

       More than seven miles of public beaches and several residential parks provide the perfect environment for picnicking, kite flying, sand sculpting, walking, jogging, or a heart-pumping volleyball game.  Amateur and professional surfers ride the big ones all year long.  They often find themselves joined by playful dolphins and perfect waves.

       During Whale Watching Season, there’s nothing quite like boarding a sea-going vessel and heading out through the breakwater to observe the annual whale migration along the Southern California coast.  Whale watching tours leave the Channel Islands Harbor regularly taking visitors and local residents on a cruise to meet the Pacific Gray Whale.  Both Island Packers, Ventura County’s official concessionaire to the Channel Islands National Park, and Channel Islands Sportfishing Center offer whale-watching trips through the season that extends from December through early April.
       Island Packers also offers year-round trips to the Channel Islands, comprising Channel Islands National Park.  Visitors can kayak, scuba dive, camp, or simply hike on the outlying islands.  To see the park’s ecosystem without getting wet, visitors can partake in the Underwater Video Program offered live on Anacapa Island at various times during the year.  Divers explore the depths of the sea while visitors watch the discoveries on large screens on Anacapa’s main platform.
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        Marine Emporium Landing in Channel Islands Harbor is an outdoor mecca of activities.  Take in the beauty of the Channel Islands Harbor by trying out kayaking with Channel Islands Kayak Center.  Besides ocean kayaking instruction, Channel Islands Kayak Center rents both single and double kayaks for a full-day or half-day adventure in Channel Islands Harbor that includes an incredible kayaking tour filled with history & adventure!  For other fun on the water, So Cal Jet Ski’s rents both jet skis and electric boats.  Marine Emporium Landing also has segway rentals and stand-up paddle boarding for additional adventures!
       Channel Islands Sportfishing Center leaves Channel Islands Harbor daily and heads to sea in search of halibut, rockfish, yellowtail, lingcod, and calico bass.  It’s not uncommon to pull in bonito, tuna, and barracuda around the offshore islands.

       For a romantic voyage on the water, Gondola Paradiso in Channel Islands Harbor takes visitors on a relaxing and memorable Gondola cruise through the channels of the picturesque harbor.  

       Oxnard’s premier River Ridge Golf Course offers a challenging experience for both the novice and skilled golfer.  A PGA 18-hole, par 72 championship course, the facility offers golf instruction and a pro shop providing carts and clubs.  Originally designed by Billy Bell Jr., River Ridge opened in 1986 and has been changing and improving ever since.  Since its inception, River Ridge has rebuilt the first nine holes and every sand trap on the course and installed a fourth set of trees.  In 2004, River Ridge opened the Victoria Lakes Course, with nine new holes, featuring over eight acres of water.  Construction on the final nine holes began in 2005, and by mid 2008, River Ridge will have 36 holes operating out of its original clubhouse.  River Ridge also added ‘FootGolf’, an international alternative for all age groups and skill levels.    

       Hikers will enjoy the more than 100 miles of trails in the Oxnard area.  Ranging from easy to difficult, the trails include easy strolls to ones that require difficult backcountry skills.  Visitors can also opt to take a hike with the Nature Conservancy at Ormond Beach in Oxnard, hiking through the protected coastal wetlands and dunes.  Tours are offered bi-monthly.  Cyclists will also enjoy the areas nearly 35 miles of designated bike paths and lanes.  Bike rentals are available at Embassy Suites and Hampton Inn, in Channel Islands Harbor.
         Have you ever wanted to fly like a bird?  Visitors can soar high through the sky while they take in an incredible aerial view of Oxnard and the surrounding area.  The thrilling adventure is offered with Skyrider Ultralights based at the Camarillo Airport.  The flights range from 15 to 30 minutes as passengers are escorted along the Pacific shoreline over the Oxnard Plain.

       Whether one is seeking a challenging uphill bike ride, an adventure trip to the Channel Islands, or simply an opportunity to beach it, Oxnard has it all.  For more information visit the website at www.visitoxnard.com  or call 1-800-2-OXNARD.
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