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Welcome to the first edition of the weekly USITF newsletter, “Italian Politics This Week”, which 

aims to briefly summarize the major events that occurred in Italy over the past week, complete with 

news and analyses from national and international sources.  

 

Giulio Regeni’s murder: An Italian student, Giulio Regeni, was found dead in a ditch with signs 

of torture on the evening of February 3 in Egypt. Regeni, a PhD student at the University of 

Cambridge, was conducting research on labor unions at the American University in Cairo. The 

circumstances of his death are still unclear. On Friday, two people were apprehended in relation to 

his murder. Federica Mogherini, EU High Representative, sided with Italy in trying to get to the 

bottom of the murder. ANSA has the story here. 

  

Rome summit against ISIS: Representatives of the international coalition against ISIS met in 

Rome on February 1 to discuss previous and future efforts in the fight against the terrorist 

organization. US Secretary of State John Kerry and Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni are 

confident that the 23 countries involved in the coalition will crush ISIS. The hypothesis to open 

another front in Libya was apparently also discussed. Read more here. For an in-depth analysis, see 

the FT, CBS and NBC. 

 

But Pinotti seems skeptical about it: Military intervention “is not imminent,” Italian Defense 

Minister, Roberta Pinotti, said on February 4. Pinotti argued that the international coalition has been 

defeating ISIS in Syria and Iraq and the terrorist group is now moving to Libya, where a civil war is 

raging after NATO’s intervention in 2011. Italy will keep concentrating its efforts to shore up 

Libya’s stability through a political process. Read the news here. 

 

Civil union bill sparks tensions: A bill granting rights to gay couples is generating political rifts in 

Italy. Angelino Alfano, Italian Interior Minister and leader of the political party NCD, which is part 

of the political coalition sustaining the government of Prime Minister Matteo Renzi, argued that it 

would be “traumatic” if Renzi’s political party (PD) would vote with the anti-establishment party, 

M5S, over the bill. Italy is the only Western European country without gay marriages or civil 

unions. On January 30, thousands flocked to the Circo Massimo in Rome to protest against the bill. 

Read the story from Ansa here and an analysis from Slate here. For a broader perspective on the 

issue, see NPR. 

 

Italy agrees on EU immigration fund to Turkey: Italy will finally contribute to an EU fund to 

help Turkey cope with the impressive flow of migrants “to save human lives,” Prime Minister 

Matteo Renzi said during a visit to Nigeria. Rejection to the plan came following heightened 

discussions regarding more flexibility in Italy’s budget in relation to its migration-related spending. 

http://www.usitalyforum.com/correspondents-and-consultants
http://www.ansa.it/english/news/2016/02/05/two-held-in-regeni-murder-body-coming-home-saturday_f8071369-9bbb-4bb1-b368-17a8caece138.html
http://www.ansa.it/english/news/2016/02/02/we-will-crush-isis-say-kerry-and-gentiloni_688e27c8-6264-4dff-bb4f-1ce314a0b0a5.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/a181bbda-c8e1-11e5-be0b-b7ece4e953a0.html?ftcamp=crm/email/201622/nbe/Analysis/product#axzz3zVNeQbIV
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/isis-libya-terror-group-as-john-kerry-warns-of-new-caliphate/
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-terror/isis-rebuffed-iraq-syria-now-threatens-libya-kerry-n509726
http://www.ansa.it/english/news/2016/02/04/military-intervention-in-libya-not-imminent-pinotti_66172f00-786e-4e77-8301-b16f56aa81db.html
http://www.ansa.it/english/news/2016/02/03/ansa-rifts-continue-over-civil-unions-bill_a2abde95-037e-4213-a778-aaa93d6bc54e.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/outward/2016/02/01/on_gay_rights_italy_is_changing_albeit_very_slowly.html?wpsrc=sh_all_dt_tw_top
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/01/27/464582046/a-holdout-in-western-europe-italy-prepares-to-decide-on-civil-unions


Renzi has urged the commission to accept that Italy will devote an extra 3.2 billion euros on 

migration, increasing its deficit despite the strict rules of the so-called Stability and Growth Pact. 

According to Reuters, the plan for 2016 contributions is envisaged at 427.5 million euros for 

Germany, 327.6 million euros for Britain, 309.2 million euros for France and 224.9 million euros 

for Italy. See more here on the topic, and here to have a deeper understanding of Italian quarrel with 

the European Commission.  

 

That’s all for this week, see you next Monday! 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-europe-migrants-turkey-italy-idUKKCN0VA30K
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c0a96af2-bb8b-11e5-bf7e-8a339b6f2164.html#axzz3yviPv7cc

