








HALLOWEEN PARTIES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

included various fruits and nuts - likely snuck from the
refreshment table!

While many of the fortune telling games were
relatively harmless, one of the suggested activities were
downright dangerous. Fanciful lead shapes were a
popular tool for determing a future beau. The technique
involved pouring molten lead through the large holes of
a skeleton key and into a cup of water. The resulting
shape was expected to provide some hint about a
particular gentleman. For example, if the water-cooled
lead took on the shape of a ship, it might indicate a
sailor. A book-shaped lead drop could give a hint
towards a professor as a future beloved.

Of course, some of the games were simply played for

fun, although it was noted that girls preferred watching
the boys play at bobbing
for apple rather than get
their own faces wet.
Another game involved a
combination of pin the
tail on the donkey and
candles, as one member
of the party would be
blindfolded and spun
around three times before
taking a chance at
blowing out a lit candle.
It's difficult to imagine
many parents today
allowing that game in a
houseful of children!

Early Halloween parties
weren't just for children
and many college
fraternities and sororities
were quick to jump on the holiday bandwagon.
Announcements of related events were published in
Boston for Harvard University and Chicago for the
University of Chicago. Halloween parties even served
as fundraising events for local charitable societies and
organizations proudly announced their successes in the
local newspapers.

Despite the public nature of those events, the majority
of Halloween parties were taking place in private homes
at the turn of the twentieth century. A 1894 volume of
Table Talk offered "suggestions for a Hallow-e'en party
and some explanation of the usual customs observed."

Keeping the guest list small and including those already
well acquainted were among the tips offered to ensure a
truly successful party. Menu selections varied from
simple refreshments of roasted apples and chestnuts with
cider and ginger cakes to nasturtium sandwiches and
deviled sardines on toast.

Deviled and spiced foods aside, the Halloween party
became even more recognizable as the first decades of
the twentieth century rolled by. Tableau vivants and
pageants were popular pastimes throughout the year and
the emphasis on costumes and celebration naturally
merged with the Halloween holiday. By the 1920's
Halloween costumes were commonly being made at
home or purchased ready made, and subsequently worn
at parties and masquerades. Harlequin and clown

costumes were popular
choices but elegant
witches and bats were
also among the patterns
available.

The spirited attitudes
following the end of the
first World War lent an
air of fun and frivolity to
gatherings of all types,
and Halloween parties
were no  exception.
Drugstores were using
newspapers ads, such as
the one Dbelow, to
promote candy, treats,
decorations,  costumes,
and more. Halloween as
a holiday had entered the
commercial era that we

still know today. The Historical Society looks forward to
hosting its own Vintage Halloween Party on Saturday,
October 26 at the Andover Town House. Featuring
seasonal ales, our own versions of devilish foods, music,
and Victorian fortune telling booths and games,
attendees will bridge the years between
Halloween parties of the past
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A THIRD SEASON OF EERIE EVENTS

It is time for the season of ghoulish antics and hocus
pocus to return to the Andover Historical Society. The
third annual Bewitched in Andover: A Series of Eerie
Events will take place throughout the month of October,
offering a wide variety of Halloween history themed
events for all ages.

While the actual witch trials are attributed to Salem,
Andover had more accused witches than any other village
during the hysteria of 1692. Three people from Andover
were convicted of witchcraft and hanged, Martha Carrier,
Samuel Wardwell and Mary Ayer Parker. One woman,
Anne Foster died while in prison. Our events highlight the
colonial history of Andover by providing a look into
Andover’s deep connections to the witch trials.

The community is invited to participate in Bewitched in
Andover to learn about not only the history of the region,
but the history of its people. Throughout October,

presentations will take place on a variety of topics, from
6

life in the early settlement days of Andover to a close
examination of what is was like for someone accused
and convicted for witchcratft.

The 2013 series kicks off on Friday, October 4 with
Witch Andover? Which Andover? This evening Lecture
asks you to imagine the year 1692, and your town is beset
with the hysteria of witchcraft afflicting Salem and Essex
County, resulting in more people accused in Andover than
in any other town. 3 are hanged, 1 dies in prison, 40 more
imprisoned, families bankrupted, reputations ruined...
How do you recover?

Historians at South Church in Andover, Charlotte Lyons
and Graham Long, explore the consequences of the witch
trials and the damaged psyche which contributed to the
eventual split of Andover into North and South Parishes,
and Andover as we know it today. Free for members, $5
for non-members.

The eerie events continue on Sunday, October 6 with a
walking tour of Chapel Cemetery featuring stories about
The Famous Dead. Join the Society's Vice President, Gail
Ralston, as she retraces the steps of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
from the spot where she first lived in Andover, to the
sacred ground of her final resting place. Hear the voices of
other souls whose last remains share this space, and learn
of their contributions to the Town of Andover and to life on
“Seminary Hill.” Free for members, $5 for non-members.

The topic is a bit more tintillating for the Thursday,
October 10 evening lecture, The Way it REALLY Was:
17th Century Puritan Sexuality. Puritans (with the
exception of Hester Prynne) have a reputation for chastity,
but how true is this characterization? This talk will take a
realistic look at the intimate, daily lives of these early
Americans. Mary-Ellen Smiley will lecture on the
complexity of interpersonal relationships and courtship in
Colonial America. Mary-Ellen Smiley is a social historian,
presently the curator of exhibitions and education
programs at the Salem Museum. She formerly served as
director of the Beverly Historical Society, and was
education coordinator at the House of the Seven Gables. $5
for members, $10 for non-members.

The Center at Punchard joins in the Halloween fun as
they host High Tea & History on Wednesday, October 16.
Join South Church Historian Charlotte Lyons to learn
about Andover’s role in the infamous Salem witch trials of
1692. Which Andover residents were most affected and
why were more people accused in Andover than in other
towns? Are you familiar with Andover’s 'touch test' to
determine if an accused is guilty of witchcraft?

Looking to dress up for Halloween this year? Consider
joining Exhibit Curator Angela McBrien on Saturday,
October 19 for a costume workshop and make your own
One-Hour Flapper Dress. Drawing inspiration from the
current Behind the Seams exhibit, participants in this all-
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