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MY GOODBYE TO THE FCSCD BOARD
It is hard for me to believe it has been 26 years
since I first joined the Foster County Soil Conservation Board. I have learned a lot, shared a lot
(mostly lengthy stories), and I have formed life
long friendships. Even though I no longer live in
Foster County it will always be my home, especially Carrington. For as hard as it will be without
me there, I wish one and all only the best. I am
sure you will have shorter meetings without me in
attendance. Well, as they say; It’s been fun, its
been real, but it wasn’t real fun (one last jab at the
crew). Continue the good work and stewardship
of God’s land.

Jim in 1991. He has
been a member of the
board since 1988.
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We Appreciate the Support and Thank These Local Sponsors
for our 2014 Issue Newsletters
Allied Agronomy

Farm Credit Services of North Dakota

Bessette Motors

Gavilon Grain of New Rockford and Carrington

Bremer Bank

Hi-Way Drive In

C & J Oil

Kensal Farmer’s Elevator—Kensal and Bordulac locations

Community Credit Union

Kracht Implement

Crop Production Services

Leading Edge Equipment

Dakota Central Telecommunications

NAPA Auto and Truck Parts

Dakota Crop Services

Northern Plains Electric Cooperative

Erickson Implement

State Farm Insurance Co.

1095 5th Avenue North
Carrington, ND 58421
652-3101
www.centralcitylumber.com

We offer GSI grain bins, dryers, grain handling equipment, Shivvers
drying systems, Norstar hopper tanks, Springland Power sweeps,
Country Clippers Zero turn lawnmowers, welding supplies & gases,
bulk bolts & nuts, sprockets, pulleys. We have experienced
contractors for concrete, and bin erection available.

Farewell Also to DC Brandon Kottke

Conservation
Communicator

For descriptions of trees and shrubs
log on at: www.lincolnoakes.com or
www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/handbook.htm

FOSTER COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Your “Story Teller” member,
James Fandrich

"Fostering" Our Natural
Resources

Jim and Susan Fandrich at
the July board meeting.
Jim was acknowledged with
a plaque and farewell cake.

The last 15 months sure have flown by since I started in Foster County back in May of 2013. In that
time I have truly enjoyed my time working with the producers and getting to know the people
throughout the area. I have decided to move on to another opportunity with the NRCS as the Area
Biologist. My last day in Foster County will be August 22. I look forward to working with you all in
my new position and wish you all the best and thank you for your efforts in conservation.
Brandon Kottke
Foster County District Conservationist
Please contact the district staff or board members if you are interested in filling Jim Fandrich’s
position on the Board of Supervisors of Foster County Soil Conservation District. You must
be a resident of Foster County, but do not need to be a farmer. Residents from the eastern part
of the county are particularly encouraged to consider joining the board.

Foster County SCD
2014 Supervisors, Advisors and Staff
Chairman Curtiss Klein

701-653-5708

Vice Chair Robert House

674-3606

Supervisor James Fandrich

652-3485

Supervisor Karl Hoppe

650-8810

Supervisor Marie Pozarnsky

652-1169

NRCS District Conservationist
Brandon Kottke

652-2551
Ext 101

Soil Con. Tech. Nichole Johnson

Ext 112

SCD Manager Dionn Schaaf

Ext 102

SCD 319 Coord. Brandon Schafer

Ext.113

SCD Ed. Coordinator Jill Vigesaa
Foster County Extension Agent
Joel Lemer

701-799-5488
652-2581

Till it to me Straight….
 Foster County Soil Conservation District
Board meetings are tentatively scheduled
for 8:30 a.m. on August 11, September 8,
and October 6 (2nd Mondays). The October meeting will be held at the Schoolhouse Café in Grace City. Please contact
the district office at 652-2551 to confirm
dates and times.
 USDA Service Center will be closed for
Labor Day on Monday, September 1.
 “Talking Dirt” on KDAK (1600 AM) will
be at 8:20 am on August 6 and September
3 (first Wednesdays).
 Applications for tree plantings through
the Outdoor Heritage Fund grant are due
August 15.

Assistance for Tree Plantings

Root View Boxes

Foster County Soil Conservation District is providing assistance with technical planning and applications for tree planting grant programs. There are several programs currently available to assist with windbreak plantings. These programs are available for farmstead
shelterbelts and other plantings that benefit wildlife, soil conservation, water quality, and other conservation purposes. They can provide financial assistance with machine tree planting, installation of weed barrier fabric, and installation of tree tubes to protect and
encourage growth of young trees.
The North Dakota Association of Soil Conservation Districts is providing a Tree Planting Assistance Program through the Outdoor
Heritage Fund. Grants received through this program will provide 60% of costs up to a maximum of $25,000 for establishing windbreaks. Applications for this program will be due August 15, 2014.
Programs from the North Dakota Forest Service include the Tree Conservation Assistance Program. This program provides cost
share of up to 75% or a maximum of $1500, and applications will likely be due in October.
Both the Outdoor Heritage Tree Planting Assistance Program and the ND Forest Service Tree Conservation Assistance Program are
available to both farmers and non-farmers. Planting of native trees and diversity of species is encouraged. Both programs require that
a tree planting plan that conforms to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) specifications be included with the application.
Please come in early so that we can check your planting site and create a planting plan to complete your application.

Brandon Schafer, New
Watershed Coordinator
I am a 2007 graduate of my hometown of Flasher, ND.
I grew up on a family farm and ranch. In December
2011, I received my B.S in Biology from Jamestown
College. During college, I worked at the North Dakota
Game and Fish Department in Jamestown for 2+ seasons. I then accepted a position with the Stutsman
County SCD as the 319 watershed project technician
and have been there for the past 2 years before becoming the 319 coordinator here in Foster County. I look
forward to the new opportunity and am excited to work
with everyone in the office as well as the farmers and
ranchers in the area. Feel free to stop in or call me
about any projects involving fencing, animal feeding
operations, windbreak panels,
cover crops, nutrient management, pipelines/
water tanks,
range seeding,
pasture/hayland
planting and
many more. You
may be eligible
for 60% costshare on projects
you have already
been planning!!!
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Stop in to see the district’s root view boxes, which are displayed in
front of the Carrington Runnings. They are growing well and the
roots are beginning to be visible. They have been planted with some
common cover crops species to display development above and below the ground. Children will also find it interesting to see how the
roots grow.
Cover crops can provide many benefits, including improving soil
quality and nutrients, erosion protection, weed suppression, and managing soil moisture. If you’re interested in learning more about cover crops and how they can benefit your operation, stop in or call the
SCD and NRCS at 652-2551 ext. 3.
Our thanks to Runnings for allowing us to display and care for the
boxes there, and to Pulse USA for providing the cover crop seeds.

On May 6, Tom Gibson from The Regional Environmental Education Series
(Project TREES) was in Carrington to
give presentations at the grade school.
Some students learned about the water
cycle from rancher “Pete Bogg.” Others learned how early settlers struggled
to get adequate water from immigrant
“Gunnar,” or about traveling with
Lewis and Clark from Expedition
member “Private Gibson.” Project
TREES is a statewide program that
was developed by Foster County SCD
and is managed through the district. Tom Gibson has been the
presenter for the program for 23years. The variety of programs
he offers allow students to see different programs each year.

Protect Your Trees!

First Grade Tree Planting
The Soil Conservation District held its 10th annual First Grade Tree
Planting on May 16 this year. This event is part of the City of Carrington’s official Arbor Day celebration. The tree planting was attended by City Auditor Heather Carr, NRCS District Conservationist Brandon Kottke, and NRCS Soil Conservation Technician
Nichole Johnson,.
Lisa Short’s and Julie Miller’s students learned about planting trees
and conservation from SCD Supervisor Curtiss Klein, and SCD
District Manager Dionn Schaaf. The Carrington Tree Board provided two trees for the Class of 2026 to plant. The students all pitched
in to plant an “Autumn Blaze” maple at the high school grounds,
and a “Prairiefire” crabapple tree at the city park. Four children
got to take home the kid-sized shovels provided by the SCD and the
students and their teachers all received conservation T-shirts.

Project TREES

If you have young trees that you want to protect, you might
want to consider putting tree tubes on them. Besides offering
physical protection from damage by rodents, rabbits and
deer, the tubes help provide the trees with a better growing
environment. They protect the seedlings from the wind,
provide a miniature greenhouse environment, and can help
protect them from damage by sprays and mowers. Local
tests have found that trees have significantly faster growth
and much better survival with trees tubes in place than without them. Contact the SCD at 652-2551 ext. 3 for assistance.

Keep North Dakota Clean Poster Contest Local Winners
We are pleased to announce this year’s Foster County winners for their grades in the Keep North Dakota Clean poster contest. The winners and themes are: Grade 3 – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Carrington Grade School, Autumn Munson, and Midkota Elementary, Hudson Topp. Grade 4 – Habitat, Homes for Wildlife: Carrington Grade School, Lauren Skadberg. Grade 6 – Help Prevent
Runoff Pollution: Carrington Grade School, Addison Hoornaert, and Carrington Special Needs, Sakkara Pruett.
These students received a voucher for a free conservation grade tree from Foster County Soil Conservation District. The
public was able to view their posters at the SCD’s booth during the Foster County Fair in June.

Left to right: Sakkara Pruett, Lauren Skadberg, Addison Hoornaert, Autumn Munson
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Hudson Topp
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