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Graffiti Review Wall 

The Graffiti Review Wall is an engaging 

and creative way to display student 

knowledge, practice skills, and assess 

retention.  Cover a section of the wall 

with butcher or chart paper.  In the 

center place a concept that students 

must know in preparation for an 

upcoming assessment.  Set out some 

markers and let them go!  Have 

students add anything and everything 

that they know about the concept.  

They can add their knowledge linearly 

(lists/bullets) or spirally (mind 

map/web), encourage them to be 

creative and use plenty of color.  You 

can use this as a Do Now, an Exit Slip, 

or as a filler when students complete 

their class work.   Be sure to give the 

wall value by evaluating their 

contributions.  With smaller classes you 

can organize it so that each student 

has a specific color or you can have 

students sign/initial their additions.  This 

is a quick and exciting way to assess 

student knowledge, evaluate where 

areas of re-teaching are necessary, 

prepare for an assessment, and add 

lots of color to your walls! 

Upcoming strategies: 

 You make it!  

(student generated tests and projects) 

“It is the supreme art of the 

teacher to awaken joy in 

creative expression and 

knowledge.” 

 – Albert Einstein 

The idea of 21st century skills and justification for answers brings up an interesting 
debate about retaking tests.  If we are truly preparing students to enter the world, 

are we doing a disservice by neglecting to allow for the retaking of exams?  Any 

test we are faced with in the real world offers the opportunity for a do-over, the 
driver’s test, SATs, PRAXIS, even the Bar exam, so why is it that we offer our 

students only one chance?  In order to support a growth mindset that accepts 
failure as a process by which we succeed, we must allow for mistakes.  Some of 

the controversy lies in the fact that the students may take advantage of the 
opportunity, if they cared they should have studied the first time, or knowing that 

they can re-take it they won’t take it as seriously.  What do you think??  What is 

your retake policy?  Can we build a retake policy that supports learning and 
encourages a growth mindset where failure ultimately breeds success? 
 

 

21st Century Classrooms: Justification for Answers 

Justification for Answers is a skill in reasoning that we need to foster with an 
expectation that students articulate well-developed thoughts to approach a 
problem from a number of angles and discover what they truly believe.  Having 
students explain how they arrived at an answer and defend why they feel it is 
correct gives them the opportunity to voice their thought process and justify their 
answers.  This also gives us the chance to evaluate their process and either 
confirm that they are on the right track or assist them in the process a little further.  
This is an easy strategy to implement immediately, all it takes is the question: 
Why? 

Below is the schedule for this week’s visits.  We can meet outside the visitation 
room and have a little chat before we enter, and then have a little chat after.  I 

will send out an email on the morning of your visit with room numbers and times.  
Don’t forget to bring your clipboard   

 

Monday 5/11: Bryan (2), Larry & Brooke (6) 
Tuesday 5/12: Christina (1), AnnMarie (2), Greg (5) 

Thursday 5/14: Kelsey (5), Vianey (7) 

Friday 5/15: Katie (6) 
 
 

 

Peer Visitations this Week 
 

Action Reminders 
 Stand at the Door: greet your students, take attendance, and handle uniform, 
gum, and phone issues before they enter 

 
Do Now: make it valuable and purposeful, walk around and comment, hold your 

clipboard and check off their work 
 

Student Leaders:  make the students responsible, have them write on the 

board, pass out papers, announce reminders 
 
 

 


