
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Encouraging Growth Mindset via 21st Century Skills 

March 28, 2016 
Volume 2 Issue 17 

Wil l iamsburg Charter High School ~ 198 Varet St .,  Brook lyn NY 11206 ~ 718 -782-9830 x2014 

Coach’s 

Corner 

Upcoming  

Learning Walk 

Group Work and Socratic 

Seminars 

April 12
th 

  
Open Hours 

The Teacher Center open 

hours for semester 2 will be 

Mondays (all day) and 

Tuesdays/Thursdays 9
th

 

period
 

The Teacher 

Center 
 

“The student is the 
expert on the best way 
to deliver information 

to others who are a part 
of their culture.” 

-Christopher Emdin 

The Teacher Center Website is Up and Running!! www.thewcs.org/theteachercenter 
 

21st century skills take education into the future by focusing beyond content and 
embodying life and career skills, learning and innovative skills, information media and 

technology skills.  Both USA Today and the Washington Post report that our current 
graduates lack soft skills including people skills, problem solving skills, oral 

communication skills, and leadership skills stating, “The best preparation for today’s job 
market is a mix of classroom learning that can be applied in real-world experiences, or a 
combination of academic experience and practical experience.”  
 

Channeling the Chaos 

21st Century Classrooms 

Patrick Goertz published 10 Signs of a 

21st Century Classroom for Edutopia.  
For the remainder of the year we will 

be detailing each of the signs with 
ready to use samples for your 

classrooms.  

 
1. Technology Integration  

2. Collaborative Environment  
3. Opportunities for Creative Expression  

4. Inquiry-Based Approach  

5. Justification for Answers  
6. Writing for Reflection  

7. Use of Problem Solving  
8. Hands-on Learning  

9. Teacher as Facilitator  

10. Transparent Assessments  

#1 Technology Integration is a “given” for 21st Century 
classrooms, however, this does rely on the resources 

available. We do have 2 computer labs and the library to 

get us started.  Don’t hesitate to build on their social 
media world by using facebook, instagram, vine, 

snapchat, and YouTube as foundational elements for 
assignments.  Stop by if you want to play with some ideas! 

Strategy #2 Walk The Line 
Walk the Line is an engaging activity that gets our students out of their seats and taking 
a stand on issues. It works great with controversial discussions, character analysis, and 

historical hypothetical’s. Use a piece of tape to divide the classroom into two sides, one 
side being yes/pro/for the other side being no/con/against. Then fire questions. Some 

examples are: is it ok to cheat on a test if you feel the subject is not important for your 

future, or based on Holden Caulfield’s character, would he partake or bad mouth today’s 
use of social media. Walk the line can be used for any question that can be answered 

yes or no yet allows for different degrees of yes and no. For example the closer to the 
wall a student stands signifies a “hard” yes/no the closer to the line presents a “softer” 

yes/no. Once students take their stance, ask probing questions. Why they chose to 

stand there, or slightly alter the original question to see if they will take a different 
stance and always have them justify their choice.  

Upcoming Strategy 
Scavenger Review 

Turning Goals into 
ACTION 

 
Now that we have 
settled into second 
semester, we will begin 
cross discipline PLTs to 
turn some of the goals 
you created into action 
steps. Look for your 
invites!  See attached 
Information. 

http://www.thewcs.org/theteachercenter

