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 ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ рс CǊŀƴŎƛǎ {ǘΦΣ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳπ
ōŜǊ мфǘƘ ŀǘ мл ŀΦƳΦ  DŀǊȅ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ŜƭƭŜǾƛƭƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻƴ Ϧ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜǎϦΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦƻƎǎΦƻƴΦŎŀκƪƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ  

  
  
 

There are several important activities to grab our attention at this time.  We are now into our annual awards sea-

son and are soliciting nominations for the KHS Award.  The award was introduced in 1993 to recognize the 

work of individuals, groups and institutions  in recognition of outstanding contributions to the study, interpreta-

tion and preservation of local history.  Nominations should be sent as soon as possible to Joe Brites, Chair of the 

Awards Committee at   ƧƴōǊƛǘŜǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ    

The 2016 awards will be presented at our Christmas awards event on Tuesday, 6 December.  The second upcom-

ing event is the Sir John A. Macdonald birthday dinner to be held on Saturday, 14 January, 2017.  The guest 

speaker will be Mayor Bryan Paterson, speaking about Sir John A.ôs early start in municipal politics. There is a 

reservation form elsewhere in this Limelight. 

Our next general meeting will be on Wednesday, 16 November. Our speaker will be Tom Sylvester who will 

discuss ñMy Perspective on the Oldest Kingston House", a topic bound to be controversial. 

Finally, it is membership renewal time. If you have not already renewed please return the membership form to-

gether with your payment to  the KHS mailing address  or see Membership Chair Paul Van Nest  at the next  

meeting. 

hƴ ahb5!¸Σ bh±9a.9w тǘƘΣ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ϧ.ƛǎƘƻǇϥǎ IƻǳǎŜϦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎŀōŜƭ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊƛƳ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ нлф ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŜƭŦƳŀǊƪǎ D9b9![hD¸ ŀƴŘ YLbD/h[[ ŀƴŘ YLbD/h[[ w9C ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
¢ǳǊƴŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ тǘƘ ƻƴǿŀǊŘΦ !ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅκƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǳƴǝƭ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нсǘƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎΣ ƳŀǇǎΣ ƳƛŎǊƻŬƭƳΣ  ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊǝŎŀƭ ŬƭŜǎΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пǘƘΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LǎŀōŜƭ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƴŜŀǊ 
ǘƘŜ /ŀǘŀǊŀǉǳƛ ¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ Special Collections: YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŬǊŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ-ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

¢ǳǊƴŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ YCt[ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŘ ƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-ƛǎǎǳŜŘ L5Φ¶       ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ wƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƻũ-ǎƛǘŜΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ-ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎϥ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƴƻǝŎŜ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ  Wƻ {ǘŀƴōǊƛŘƎŜΣ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ - [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ ƧǎǘŀƴōǊƛŘƎŜϪƪŦǇƭΦŎŀ    смо-рпф-уууу ŜȄǘΦ орфл                
[ŀǳǊŀ /ŀǊǘŜǊΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ - .ǊŀƴŎƘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ            ƭŎŀǊǘŜǊϪƪŦǇƭΦŎŀ          смо-рпф-уууу ŜȄǘΦ орол 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΥ 9ŀǊƭȅ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎŀƭŜΦ 

tŜǘŜǊ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ 
ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦ 
IŜ ƛǎ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ Ім - мн ŀƴŘ Імп - нл ŀǎ ŀ 
ƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ϷрллΣ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ІммΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ ІмоΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ пло-ффо-плом  

  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ  LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ                                                                                                                                                                           

¢ƘŜ CǊƻƴǘŜƴŀŎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ¦9[!/ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻ-ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ /Φ bŜǿƳŀƴΥ ϦIƻǎǘŀƎŜǎ 
ǘƻ CƻǊǘǳƴŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ [ƻȅŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀϦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рΣ нлмсΣ тΥол ǇΦƳΦΣ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ ±ŜƴǳŜΣ ŀǘ нур vǳŜŜƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ    

http://www.ogs.on.ca/kingston
https://www.kfpl.ca/hours-and-locations/isabel-turner-branch
https://www.kfpl.ca/hours-and-locations/isabel-turner-branch
mailto:jstanbridge@kfpl.ca
tel:613-549-8888%20ext.%203590
mailto:lcarter@kfpl.ca
tel:613-549-8888%20ext.%203530
tel:403-993-4031


MAILING ADDRESS: 
Kingston Historical Society 
P.O. Box 54, Kingston ON  K7L 4V6 
kingstonhs@gmail.com            
 www.kingstonhistoricalsociety.com 

2016-17 KHS Executive Council                                  
President: Lou Grimshaw                      
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Secretary: Don Richardson       
Treasurer: Peter Ginn                                             
Past President: Peter Gower             
Historic Kingston Editor:Virginia Letourneau              
Limelight  Editor: Betty Andrews                
Murney Tower Director: Graeme Watson           
Webmaster: Peter Gower  
Membership:  Paul Van Nest:   
ǇǾŀƴƴŜǎǘϪŎƻƎŜŎƻΦŎŀ                                                             

¢I9 YLbD{¢hb IL{¢hwL/![ {h/L9¢¸ 
9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ  муфо 

  [La9[LDI¢ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƴƛƴŜ ǝƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ aŀȅΦ  
 tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ .Ŝǧȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΦ  ōŜǧȅΦŀƴŘǊŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ      wŜǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƛƳŜƭƛƎƘǘ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ   ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ  ǘƘŜ   ƛǎǎǳŜ  ŀƴŘ    ŘŀǘŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ-ƭƛƴŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ  ōŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ 
   ¢ƘŜ YI{ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ [ƛƳŜƭƛƎƘǘ Φ 

Councillors   
Joe Brites   
Ben Holthof       
Anne Richardson    
Paul Van Nest  
John Whiteley     
Alan MacLachlan                                                                                                                                                       

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   
Membership includes an invitation to attend   monthly meetings; nine 
issues of  Limelight, delivered electronically or in hardcopy; and a copy 
of Historic Kingston, the KHS annual journal containing the substance 
of the papers delivered at the monthly meetings. 
Membership also includes free admission to the Murney Tower, King-
stonôs  oldest museum, and a discount at some of our sponsorsô places 
of business. 
Sponsors receive monthly advertising in Limelight and, it is hoped, the 
patronage of  KHS members. 
If you are interested in  the advantages of being a sponsor,  please 
speak to the president or to the membership chair.                      
MEMBERSHIP RATES 
$50   Individual                             $60   Family 
$60   Institutional                         $25   Student    
$300 Sponsor   

¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
ƻŦ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘΦ 

 
KHS MEETINGS take place at 7:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the 
month, September to May, except in December, when the meeting takes the 
form of an awards ceremony and gala, and is held at a different time and 
location. Until further notice, meetings will be at the Seniors Centre, 56 Fran-
cis Street.  
At regular meetings refreshments are available; a small donation is appreci-
ated.  
Two annual events are held celebrating Canadaôs First Prime Minister, Sir 
John A. Macdonald (1815ð1891): a formal dinner on the Saturday closest 
to January 11th honouring his birth, and a service on June 6th at the 
Cataraqui Cemetery National Historic Site commemorating his death.  

!ǎ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
YI{ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΣ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƻǊƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ tŜǘŜǊ DƻǿŜǊ 
όǇŜǘŜǊΦƎƻǿŜǊϪǎȅƳǇŀǝŎƻΦŎŀύ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

mailto:peter.gower@sympatico.ca




¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƪǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƎƴƛŬŎŜƴǘ wƻƳŀƴŜǎǉǳŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇǳƳǇ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ-
ƻǿƴŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǝƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
Lƴ муутΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǝƎƛƻǳǎ ōǊƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŜŀƳ 
ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǇǳƳǇǎΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƻƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ мупфΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ tƻǿŜǊΣ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊπ
ŀƭ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ мууф ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ϷтΣрфрΦ  
aǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǊǾŜƭ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƛƴƎŜƴǳƛǘȅΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǇǳƳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hǎōƻǊƴŜ-YƛƭƭŜȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ 
ǊŀǝƴƎ ƻŦ нмлл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ муфлΦ Lǘǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ϷммΣлллΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛπ
Ŏŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǝƳŜǎ άƘƛƎƘ ǘŜŎƘέ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ /ƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƪŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ƭŜƎ ƻŦ ŀ нпрл 
ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ǇƛǇŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛȄǘȅ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀƪŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ LƴƎƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻƴǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
/ƻǊƭƛǎǎ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ нулл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ муфсΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŬǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ƅŀǘ ƻǳǘΦ  
/ƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ мууу ǘƻ мфлл ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ- 
ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
άǘŀƪŜǊǎέ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ƛƴ мфлнΦ 
bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǳƳǇ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǝƭ ŬǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ƘƻƭŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ 
¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƪǎ ƭŀȅ ƳƻǘƘōŀƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфпп ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфслǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
ǎƘǳǧŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƭŀȅ ŘƻǊƳŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ Řǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŎƻǊǊƻǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ /ƛǘȅ ǎǘŀũ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǎŎǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΣ ǇǳƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƛǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ hƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 
!ƴ ŜŎƭŜŎǝŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴΦ Lƴ aŀȅ мфсф WŀŎƪ ¢ŜƭƎƳŀƴƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƴǘŜƴŀŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ aƻŘŜƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ όC{a9ύ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘπ
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ƻũ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǳƳǇ IƻǳǎŜ {ǘŜŀƳ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ŜǊŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ мфтоΦ 
¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ нлмс-мт ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Ǝƭŀǎǎ-ōǳƛƭǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŀ ǊŜŀǊ Ŝƴπ
ǘǊŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ƻŶŎŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƻũŜǊ ƛǘǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀ 
ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
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¢ƘŜ άƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊέ 
ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ Ŝƴπ
ƎƛƴŜΦ 

! ōƛǊŘΩǎ ςŜȅŜ 
ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
hǎōƻǊƴŜ-
YƛƭƭŜȅ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ 



 

 

 

 

One of the rewards of collecting is finding that unique and interesting item when you least expect to.  This 

was just the case when I came across the item pictured.  What initially caught my eye was the signature in 

the lower left corner: J. P. Gildersleeve, Notary Public, Kingston  - a name with which we are all familiar.  

This Letter of Attorney illustrates how officers of the Army and Navy conveyed their salaries to an agent.  As 

an aside, 1871 was when all Imperial Forces, except those at Halifax and Esquimalt, left Canada.  In 1871, 

McGill was recently of the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment (RCR), the unit having been disbanded on the de-

parture of the Imperial Forces.   

 

The pay assignment reads much like a last will and testament, granting Vesey Weston Holt Esquire full pow-

er and authority to manage all sums of money and allowances owing to McGill.  Holt & Co was established in 

1809 offering banking services to officers and their families.  The firm continued through WWI and dealt with 

pay for more than 50,000 officers and their families in that war.  In 1939 the firm was acquired by the Royal 

Bank of Scotland  although it continued to operate under its own name until 1992.  

 

McGill was born on April 27 th , 1841, to a prominent Montreal family.  His father, Peter McGill, was a wealthy 

Montreal business man who numbered amongst his circle John Molson and John Redpath.  Peter McGill was 

born Peter McCutcheon.  In 1821, he changed his name when he became the heir of his uncle John McGill.  

Peter McGill held a seat in the Legislative Council of Lower Canada  from 1832 to 1837, the Special Council of 

Lower Canada  from 1838 to 1841, and the 

Legislative Council of the United Provinces  

from 1841 to 1860.  Peter McGill served as 

president of the Bank of Montreal  from 

1834 to 1860.   

 

Sydenham Clitherow McGill was baptised 

at the Cathedral in Montreal on May 25 th , 

1841.  His godparents were Lord Sydenham, 

Governor General of British North America, 

and Major General John Clitherow, com-

mander of British Forces in Canada.  He did 

not lack pedigree!  

 

McGill, late of the 73 Regiment of Foot, pur-

chased his commission as Lieutenant in the 

RCR in 1864.  During his service in the 

RCR he served in the Fenian Raid of 1866 

and the Red River expedition in 1870.  After 

the disbandment of the RCR he purchased 

commissions in the Imperial Army in the 

20th  and 22nd Regiments of Foot.  Purchase 

of commissions ended with the Cardwell Re-

forms in 1881.  In 1876 McGill returned to Canada and served with the 4 th  Provisional Cavalry in Kingston.  

In 1883 he joined the Staff of the Royal Military College, Kingston, serving until his retirement in 1900 as 

Lieutenant Colonel.   

 

The chance discovery of this document brought to light an alternate banking system for the military and 

through this a story of  eminent Canadians.  

Lieutenant Colonel Sydenham Clitherow McGill             by Warren Everett                                                   
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