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COMMUNICATIONS

2016-17 KHS Executive Council

President: Lou Grimshaw Councillors
Vice-president: Marcus Letourneau Joe Brites
Secretary: Don Richardson Ben Holthof

Treasurer: Peter Ginn

Past President: Peter Gower

Historic Kingston Editor.Virginia Letourneau
Limelight Editor: Betty Andrews

Murney Tower Director: Graeme Watson
Webmaster: Peter Gower

Membership. Paul Van Nest:

LGl yySaidx023502d0!

Anne Richardson
Paul Van Nest
John Whiteley
Alan MacLachlan

Frontenac Club Inn

Bed & Breakfast
Beare Weatherup
Susan Shaw
613-547-6167

email: stay@frontenacclub.com
web site: wwuw.frontenacclub.com

abcats .

225 King Street East, Kingston, Ontario K7L 3A7

KHS MEETH! &€ pl ace at 7:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the
mont h, September to May, except in De t ak
form of an awards ceremony and gal a, "viEIIl:FE.aﬁr'mDﬂdt t
l ocation. Until further notice, meet]i

cis Street. DPHEL—EHSLTD

At regul ar meetings refreshments are RS on
ited ! ? ot w1 v 8 324 King StE.

Two annual events are held celebrati:rt g 0 ni s
John A. Mac dolmBa®lld :( 1a8 fS5 r mal di nner ool e 613-349-2020

to January 11th honouring his blrth,mﬁwv L I
Cataraqui Cemetery National Hi storic Site his death

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
Member ship includes an invitatio
i ssuelsi noefl i dbti vered el ectronical
oHi storic KihnegsktHhSh annual journal
of the papers delivered at the m
Member ship also includes free ad
stonos ol dest museum, and a di s
of business

Sponsors receive monthly adverti
patronage of KHS member s.

I f you are interested in the ad
speak to the president or to the
MEMBERSHI P RATES

$50 Indi vidual

$60 Instituti@nal Student

$300 Sponsor

" FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION

RECEPTION CENTRE

JAMES REID LIMITED

me m Tel. 613-546-9799 « novid@kingston.net

$60 Family
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mailto:peter.gower@sympatico.ca

STILL STANDING: Looking at
Regional Architecture with Jennifer The Pump HOII?G (now a
museum) at 11 Ontano Street and West

McKendry L2 A Street is a fine example from 1890 of
T : mdustnal architecture combined with
monumental public architecture. What
was commonplace at that date was the
use of brick as the main building
matenal for functional bwldings but
unusual for public buildings in
Kingston, which had concentrated on
stone for the city hall pemitentiary and
msane asylum Power & Son, which
had mmch expenence in handling bnck
bnlliantly, was the architectural firm for
the Pump House with Isaac Newlands

as the mason.

= The style was the now fashionable

M SEL 4§ round arches and coarse stonework.
Both the street and waterside facades of
the Kingston building were equally impressive, as the view from the lake (now obscured) was important.
The great arched windows foretell the mechamical wheels installed in the intenior, which
featured exposed bnckwork (now overpamted). On the exterior, materials, texture
and colour are well combmed in shades of red with smooth pressed bnck
confrasting with rough-faced brick in the centre gable and both contrasting with
coarse “straight from the quarry™ stone but which 15 worked into smooth shafts
in the squat columns. Rondels are filled
creating an almost water-hike effect when
seen from a distance. The round form of the -
hllchmysbckwasmeasdyaclnevedmbnckthan
stone. Kingston may have resisted brick for its earlier public

buildings but its potential 1s

1895 exposed interior brick
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Lieutenant Colonel Sydenham Clitherow McGilll by Warren Everett

One of the rewards of collecting is finding that unique and interesting item when you least expect to. This
was just the case when | came across the item pictured. What initially caught my eye was the signature in
the lower left corner: J. P. Gildersleeve, Notary Public, Kingston - a name with which we are all familiar.
This Letter of Attorney illustrates how officers of the Army and Navy conveyed their salaries to an agent. As

an aside, 1871 was when all Imperial Forces, except those at Halifax and Esquimalt, left Canada. In 1871,
McGill was recently of the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment (RCR), the unit having been disbanded on the de-
parture of the Imperial Forces.

The pay assignment reads much like a last will and testament, granting Vesey Weston Holt Esquire full pow-
er and authority to manage all sums of money and allowances owing to McGill. Holt & Co was established in
1809 offering banking services to officers and their families. The firm continued through WWI and dealt with
pay for more than 50,000 officers and their families in that war. In 1939 the firm was acquired by the Royal
Bank of Scotland although it continued to operate under its own name until 1992.

McGill was born on April 27 t, 1841, to a prominent Montreal family. His father, Peter McGill, was a wealthy

Montreal business man who numbered amongst his circle John Molson and John Redpath. Peter McGill was

born Peter McCutcheon. In 1821, he changed his name when he became the heir of his uncle John McGill.

Peter McGill held a seat in the Legislative Council of Lower Canada from 1832 to 1837, the Special Council of
Lower Canada from 1838 to 1841, and the
Legislative Council of the United Provinces
from 1841 to 1860. Peter McGill served as
president of the Bank of Montreal from
1834 to 1860.

Sydenham Clitherow McGill was baptised
at the Cathedral in Montreal on May 25 th,
1841. His godparents were Lord Sydenham,
Governor General of British North America,
and Major General John Clitherow, com-
mander of British Forces in Canada. He did
not lack pedigree!

McGill, late of the 73 Regiment of Foot, pur-
chased his commission as Lieutenant in the
RCR in 1864. During his service in the
RCR he served in the Fenian Raid of 1866
and the Red River expedition in 1870. After
the disbandment of the RCR he purchased
commissions in the Imperial Army in the
20t and 22nd Regiments of Foot. Purchase
of commissions ended with the Cardwell Re-
forms in 1881. In 1876 McGill returned to Canada and served with the 4 ™ Provisional Cavalry in Kingston.
In 1883 he joined the Staff of the Royal Military College, Kingston, serving until his retirement in 1900 as
Lieutenant Colonel.

The chance discovery of this document brought to light an alternate banking system for the military and
through this a story of eminent Canadians.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Council_of_Lower_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Council_of_Lower_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Council_of_Lower_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Council_of_the_Province_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_Montreal

