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Preface
The following history is neither complete nor exhaustive.
Its accuracy depends on Green Earth newsletters, property deeds
and interviews with persons involved in Green Earth.
A review of records revealed the names of numerous
individuals who developed Green Earth into the organization it is
today. Although many persons are named in the following text,
we acknowledged that the list is not all inclusive. The omission
of those who have contributed their time, talents, and resources
is not meant to diminish their efforts.
The generosity of those who have supported Green Earth
financially was evident throughout the years. Donors from
Carbondale and surrounding communities were mentioned in
every newsletter that can be accessed on line at
www.greenearthinc.org.
The history that follows is but a brief representation of
Green Earth’s achievements. We hope that the spirit of Green
Earth shines through in the subsequent pages
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An Early History of Green Earth, Inc: 1974-1983
James S. Fralish
Green Earth, Inc. is a highly respected, well-known
environmentally-oriented organization devoted to the preservation of
land in and adjacent to the City of Carbondale. Its beginnings date
back to 1974 when it was developed and registered with the State of
Illinois and the Internal Revenue Service as a not-for-profit
organization. At present, Green Earth (GE) owns and manages a
variety of lands around Carbondale that serve as use for open space,
recreation, education, and solitude as well as for management and
restoration of natural plant communities. These areas are important as
they are open and free to anyone or group that wants an outdoor
experience without traveling long distances.
Over the years the GE Board of Directors has been able to
obtain local grants and donations, which have played a major role in
their goal of preserving land within the Carbondale city limits. The
organization has an excellent track record of raising money and then
judiciously using that money to purchase critical land parcels. While
they now receive well-deserved praise, historically it was not so. In
fact, during the early days, weeks, months, and years of existence, the
fledgling GE organization had to weather strong criticism from
members of the Carbondale City Council, the mayor, various Southern
Illinoisan Newspaper reporters, and even friends of the Board members.
The intent here is to review that early history of GE, a small part of
which has remained largely unknown except to a few people.
Although an organization such as GE might have developed
naturally over time as Carbondale citizens and civic groups recognized
the importance of open space, the potential for immediately obtaining
external uncommitted funds initiated its development. In early 1974,
the City of Carbondale started a process to refinance “Waterworks and
Sewerage Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 1974” (agenda item,
minutes of City Council Meeting May 13, 1974). The refinancing saved
considerable money and returned about $225,000 to the City. The
problem was that the refinancing came under the Laws of Arbitrage,
which restricted the City itself from using the money as it would
regular revenue. This limitation was not well understood or accepted
by many Carbondale citizens and for some time caused heated
discussions. Essentially, the City Council had to give away the money
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but had the option of giving it to organizations that supported the City
or city objectives.
Prior to arrival of the money, Clark Vineyard, who was on the
City Council, had studied the situation and was aware that the money
came with restrictions such that the City could not use it. He also was
sufficiently foresighted to recognize how important open space in the
City would be years later, and if quality open space parcels were to be
preserved, now was the time to start the process. The question was
could some new fledgling organization obtain a portion of the money
returned by refinancing the water and sewer bonds? The answer was, if
it could be done, it had to be done with Vineyard’s help from the
“inside.” Vineyard not only helped to initiate GE but also to direct
money to it. He should have been, but was never commended for, his
understanding of the importance for open space, which probably came
from an awareness of major increases in population and the need for a
quality environment. These ideas were being widely discussed within
the environmental movement at that time. Vineyard contacted Herbie
Beyler, an Instructor in Plant and Soil Science at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale (SIUC), and an activist in her own right. She in
turn notified a group of environmentally oriented people. These people
needed only a minimum nudge to believe they could develop a
patchwork of open space areas within Carbondale.
Soon after the City Council meeting in mid May, members of
this group first met to considered a name for the organization,
organizational structure, finalize Board membership, elect officers,
draft by-laws, and start the procedure to incorporate and register with
the State of Illinois. According to notes hand written by Kathleen
Fralish, who kept the minutes at the first organizational meeting,
names such as Terra Verde, Inc. and Green Ways, Inc. were considered.
The first draft of the by-laws (May 1974) indicated that the name of the
“organization shall be Greenways, Inc.” suggesting an early preference
for the name, but during a markup of documents in late May, the name
was changed to Green Earth, Inc. The incorporation occurred on May
24, a short time before the City Council meeting at which the money
was allocated, although the actual monies were not available until later
in the year. In fact, the time for incorporation was so short that Fralish
drove to Springfield to walk the papers of incorporation through the
required channels for signatures.
The papers of incorporation indicated that GE was “organized
exclusively for charitable [not-for-profit] purposes, within the meaning
of Article 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954; specifically,
this organization will procure, and hold title to, lands suitable for the
2

establishment of a system of natural areas for the people of the
Carbondale, Illinois, area.” According to the by-laws, the Board of
Directors was to have seven members all of whom had to live in the
Carbondale area. Members of the first Board elected to offices at the
June 20, 1974, meeting were George Karnes (President), Kathleen
Fralish (Vice President), Jerry Coorts (Treasurer), and Paul Biggers
(Secretary). Allan Bennett, Hiram Lazar, and Daniel Sherrick
completed the Board. Karnes was a Carbondale dentist, Fralish a
speech pathologist with the Easter Seal Society, Coorts was Chairman
of the SIU-C Department of Plant and Soil Science, Biggers an engineer
with the Illinois Department of Transportation, Bennett a physician
and former Chairman of the Carbondale Zoning Commission, Lazar
was Interim President of SIU-C, and Sherrick, President of the Bank of
Carbondale. Herbie Byler continued to diligently work behind the
scenes. In retrospect, it would appear that this diverse group of
respected citizens holding professional positions within Carbondale,
including a banker and university President, would have assuaged the
fears of Carbondale citizens, newspapers, and the City Council. Such
was not the case.
During their June, 1974, meeting the City Council voted to
distribute the money as follows: YMCA, $102,865, the Egyptian
Council of Boy Scouts, $15,000, and GE, $102,868. Considerable
acrimony arose when GE received the money. One GE Board member
said, since the city had no real control over how the money was to be
spent, it was like the people of Carbondale expected the GE Board
members to divide the money and move out of town. And even before
the money arrived, the Southern Illinoisan articles were giving GE bad
press. Rumor is the stepchild of lack of information or ignorance, and
there were plenty of rumors and concerns. Legal restrictions not
withstanding, the citizens thought that the City still should have
control of the money.
So even before receiving the money, Hiram Lazar, as a
representative of GE, met with John Gardener, Managing Editor of the
Southern Illinoisan newspaper. According to Lazar, as reported in the
minutes of the July 16, 1974, GE Board Meeting, Gardener’s response to
the question of the bad press was that they were only reporting what
other people were saying. Gardner suggested the need for an open
meeting and that the recent GE press release was not sufficient. That
press release indicated that GE was “presently developing its policies
and goals for establishing such natural areas in and around
Carbondale." And that GE "generally plans to seek out areas that lack
significant development and which reflect the native vegetation and
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wildlife of the area." A GE spokes person indicated they would hold
public meetings when plans were developed, a statement reiterated
many times over the next several years, but no one seemed to be
listening.
During the early months and first few years of existence after
receiving the nearly $103,000 from the City Council, GE was caught in
a situation of being “dammed if they did” and “dammed if they didn’t”
buy land. If the GE Board had moved too fast, they would have been
accused of not being responsible by selecting and purchasing the best
open space areas, or by not negotiating sufficiently. If they moved too
slowly, they would have been accused of not moving fast enough to buy
the best parcels before then were sold for development. Newspaper
articles suggest that this attitude was widespread. Of course,
newspaper reporters hit on a hot topic and responded to public
opinion by painting the situation in the worst possible light, perhaps to
sell more newspapers or to characterize himself or herself as an
investigative reporter that identified fiscal misconduct.
In the August 29, 1975 issue of The Southern Illinoisan, the
headline of an article by John Trimble read: “Green Earth: After one
year no plant preservation guarantee.” The article continued with
“When the city council awarded Green Earth the money on June 6,
1974, it kicked up a controversial storm that blew through council
chambers for several weeks….” “At issue in the controversy was who
and what is Green Earth and why should it get so much free money
when several other groups also want and need it. An air of secrecy
surrounds Green Earth because it holds closed meetings. The group
contends that open meetings would hinder its efforts and drive up land
prices.” Fralish also indicated to Trimble that GE was in serious
negotiations to buy a parcel of land and soon would decide within the
next to months to buy or not to buy. If GE buys a parcel of land, a
public meeting will be held to obtain ideas on how it should be used.
Furthermore, she reported that GE now had tax-exempt status and
could accept donations that could be deducted from income tax.
Although GE appeared to be doing very little except remaining
very low key from 1974 to 1976, there was considerable activity. While
the general public and the media were openly critical of GE, there was
no lack of interest from several private citizens, including one or two
real estate agents, who wanted to receive a portion of the funds in
exchange for land. Even George Whitehead, then Executive Director of
the Carbondale Park District, approached GE asking for matching
funds to acquire land for a swimming pool-ice skating rink on North
Oakland after the voters rejected a bond issue (The Southern Illinoisan,
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January 9, 1976). GE President Fralish indicated that according to law
the money could not go to government entities or those supported by
taxes. A more serious contact occurred in January, 1976, when Hiram
Lesar met with William Marberry to open negotiations on the
Arboretum, which progressed to the point where Marberry made a
counter offer (Letter from Marberry dated January 22, 1976).
Moving slowly and methodically, while holding off a land
purchase as well as public criticism, GE hired Jack White of
Champaign, IL, for $1900 to conduct an open space-natural areas
inventory. White was hired because he had recently supervised the first
Illinois Natural Areas Inventory. White completed the inventory and
sent a report to GE in early 1976, a year and a half after the money had
been allocated. The reported identified 14 areas in and around
Carbondale that qualified under the provisions of GE by-laws. Up to
that time, the $1900 plus a small amount of money for operating
expenses was all that had been spent.
Just before GE purchased Green Earth I in late 1976, a
newspaper article by Joseph Arimond in The Southern Illinoisan
(August 8, 1976) was a classic example of the slanted newspaper
reporting. The lengthy headline read: “Green Earth…After two years,
Carbondale group that received more than $100,000 from city still has
not bought any land.” Mayor Neil Eckert was quoted as saying he was
“disappointed” as was City Council member Helen Westberg who had
wanted to see “some tangible results.” Councilman Hans Fischer who
cast a favorable vote to give money to GE also was most unhappy: we
“gave them the money and they haven’t the courtesy to send us an
annual report. The approach they are using…smacks of arrogance.” “…
[T]he people of Carbondale deserve better than that.” Fralish who was
then GE President indicated that the group could not release
information on the land inventory as it might “jeopardize possible
future purchases.” Here a quote by Fischer shows his naiveté by calling
her concern over releasing information on property identification for
fear of raising the purchase price: “a bunch of baloney.” “I can’t imagine
it would increase the cost…. The city of Carbondale has abandoned that
approach and has no trouble with fair prices.” More on this later.
Arimond’s lengthy article was carefully crafted to be critical as
he inserted strategically spaced negative comments that were
contradictory when compared. “Mrs. Fralish says the group invested its
money in short-term, low interest notes, securities and certificates of
deposit, none of which committed Green Earth for more than 120 days.”
Much later he noted that “Green Earth…has earmarked $86,000 for long
term investment at a higher rate of interest. The longer investment
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period will lock in the funds, making them subject to an interest
penalty should they be withdrawn [for land purchase] ahead of
schedule.” The implication was that either approach to investment was
a mismanagement of the funds: short term = low interest; long term =
possible penalties. Vineyard defended GE by indicating that land
negotiations last about nine months implying that the 12-month
investment period was not unreasonable. He stated that “They are not
really going to win over the public either way they go on the
investment thing.”
In January, 1976, the headlines from another Southern Illinoisan
article (byline John Trimble) based on a public meeting read: “Green
Earth opposes city’s plan to clear vegetation in drainage ways.” The
article stated that “City Manager Carroll Fry wants to clear drainage
ways in the Attucks Park area and along Little Crab Orchard and Piles
Fork creeks” because of flooding. Director of Public Works Bill Boyd
said that the city “needs to construct grass-lined, flat-bottomed ditches
to direct the water away.” Apparently the city wanted to remove fallen
trees, brush, and a beaver dam that blocked water flow, but then went
a step farther in their proposal. GE President Fralish did not object to
the removal of these obstructions but indicated that GE was against
“clearing along creek banks that will destroy trees and other
vegetation” and that “our emphasis is on preservations of areas in their
natural state.” She felt that the environmental impact statement was
“too general and superficial.” It was the first time GE had opposed a
city project. The opposition to the clearing of vegetation in the drainage
ways was directed toward protecting the wooded banks of the streams
with no real objection to removing water obstructions.
Through all of the several years of criticism, spokespersons and
the Board for GE maintained a positive demeanor when asked about
their stance on projects, hoping the situation would turn around when
land was actually purchased.
Public sentiment began to turn favorable in August, 1976, when
GE issued a press release indicating that the organization had
purchased 23 acres, presently called Green Earth I: Brush Hill Nature
Preserve, from Stotlar Lumber Company for $1,000 an acre. Steve
Sislak, President of the company, said the tract was sold because it was
too hilly and heavily wooded for residential subdivision. This purchase
seemed to release some pressure and change public attitudes but with
little help from The Southern Illinoisan. Reporter Joseph Arimond, who
apparently had never been to the area, reported that the “private
preservation group, paid $23,000 Wednesday for slightly more than 23
acres of hilly, tree-covered land which is dotted with abandoned mine
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shafts.”. In the same article, GE treasurer George Karnes indicated that
the area was 80% wooded. What Arimond should have said is that
there is one small exploratory mine hole, not a shaft. When I saw it in
1976, it had the shape of a cone, about 15-20 feet across at the top and
tapering to bottom depth of less than 10 feet. In the same article by
Arimond, City Manager Carroll Fry seemed to express the first positive
government comment by indicating that the land “is included in the
city’s open space program,” which seemed to suggest there was an
opportunity for cooperation.
On September 21, 1976, The Southern Illinoisan published an
article (byline Joseph Arimond) on a public meeting by GE to hear
comments on land management and use of the GE I. Comments varied
widely but most suggested that uses be limited. GE board members
rejected the development of a bicycle path because of cost. Other
comments included a restriction on visiting group size, no camping, no
off-road motorcycles and no hunting. GE President Fralish stated that
“We want to find a use that won’t damage the land and ruin it for
future generations.” At the same meeting, GE members agreed to mark
the boundaries “so that persons on GE property do not trespass on
other private property.” The land was surrounded on three sides by
Stotlar Lumber Company land.
However, marking the boundary resulted in an interesting
situation. At the time of closing, a well-known regional land survey
company provided a map with property line distances and directions,
all of which were apparently computer generated. The property was
rectangular in shape (600 ft x 1200 ft) with the north short side
boundary fronting Park Street adjacent to the new Carbondale
Township Fire Station. As a person with a year of college-level civil
engineering/surveying courses and surveying experience running
section lines while working with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, I was asked to mark the boundary lines and locate
the corners in order to save the expense of surveying. Using a transit
and range poles with K. Fralish as survey assistant, we started from the
northwest corner on Park Street and followed the azimuth and
distances established by the surveyors. There were no serious problems
running the lines and in marking the southwest and southeast corners,
although I had to offset twice for large trees that blocked the line-ofsite. However, it was a major surprise when the final long line from the
southeast corner to the northeast corner split in half the new
Carbondale Township Fire Station Parking lot. Thinking that a
mistake had been made, the lines were rerun with the same result. I
concluded that the azimuths were either incorrect or that GE had
7

purchased part the Fire Station Parking lot. The survey company
agreed to make the necessary corrections to the survey.
An article in The Southern Illinoisan less than two years later
probably made Hans Fischer wish he could retract his two statements
regarding early release of information on land purchase price calling it
“a bunch of baloney.” “I can’t imagine it would increase the cost…. [T]he
city of Carbondale has abandoned that approach and has no trouble
with fair prices.” The article by Russ Mitchell (Mar 20, 1978), headlined
“Greed obstacle to land preservation” described a different picture. At a
meeting of the Carbondale Foundation for a Better Environment, Dr.
George Karnes of GE indicated that the organization has been
“discouraged by landowners who say they want their land preserved
and that ask a price that is greater than the appraised value.” He further
said that this attitude had made GE abandon some high priority sites.
The article went on to quote city representatives. City Planner
Lawrence Bruno said that “We would think there would be more
cooperation” from landowners to beautify the city. Park Director
George Whitehead indicated that problems in acquiring land are
responsible for the shroud of mystery that surrounds projects by
governmental agencies and groups like GE.
At the December 14, 1978, GE Board meeting, Judy Faulkner
was asked to serve as the first Executive Director. She accepted the
position effective January 1, 1979. Later in 1979, Green Earth II: Oakland
Nature Preserve was purchased.
Ben Gelman, a well-known bird watcher, conservationist, and
Southern Illinoisan columnist also weighed in on the management of
GE I. The tone of his article (August 1, 1979) seemed to be ambiguous at
best with tongue-in-cheek overtones. He seemed to be supporting the
people interested in natural land preservation, and at the same time,
seeming to agree with the naysayers. The headline for his article was
“Green Earth’s plans for land: “Nothing” referring to Green Earth I and
II. “Why just let a tract of land alone to grow up in whatever decides to
grow up there? Why not ‘manage’ the land—clear out fallen trees,
cultivate certain species of plants and animals and discourage or
eliminate others. In short, why not make a park out of the area?” The
response of GE Executive Director Judy Faulkner was that there are
people who feel that some areas should be preserved in a natural state
“so future generations can have an idea of what it was like before
civilization changed it.” In response to a question to Faulkner about
what GE planned to do with the recently purchased Green Earth II, a
degraded prairie along the railroad tracks on the north side of
Carbondale, she answered ”Nothing,” the word selected to appear in
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the headlines. Of course the plans were to manage the property to
enhance it as a natural area.
For the citizenry of Carbondale, probably what finally
solidified GE as a respected community-service organization was the
purchase of Green Earth II. By 1980, public attitude had changed,
criticism had ended, and the headlines and newspaper articles were
positive. “Area children learn about nature while touring 23 acres of
woods” (Byline Bonnie Gamble Marx, The Southern Illinoisan, May 2,
1980). Executive Director Judy Faulkner was quoted: “We show them
various habitats—the forest, the field, and water…and try to explain the
difference in the plants and animals associated with each one.” The
article goes on to indicate that “Some 400 persons, mostly school
children and scout groups, have taken advantage of the free program….”
From 1980 forward, Green Earth I was managed as a ‘living
museum’ where visitors can experience three types of ecosystems
typical of Southern Illinois: a mature hardwood forest, an old field, and
a low-lying wetland (Leigh Anderson, The Southern Illinoisan, May 9,
1984). The article further reiterates the original goals of GE: “While
acquiring and preserving parcels of land such as Green Earth I [and
Green Earth II], the organization hopes to encourage the nondestructive use of these nature preserves by families and other groups
for educational and recreational purposes.”
The YMCA used their $103,000 to pay off part of their building
debt but later the organization dissolved with the building
subsequently being purchased in 1985 by the Carbondale Park District.
In contrast, for 35 years GE has continued to acquire various properties
and manage them to enhance their natural characteristics for the
benefit and enjoyment by the citizens of Carbondale.
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Green Earth History 1984-2004
Dorcy Prosser
In its second and third decades of existence Green Earth
continued to serve its mission to acquire, preserve, and provide public
access to natural areas in Carbondale. The enthusiasm, hard work, and
financial support of GE’s friends and donors provided direction to this
growing organization. Sixty acres of land within and near Carbondale
were added during this twenty year span. Development and
maintenance of GE properties first known as Green Earth I, II, and III
and now known as Brush Hill, Oakland, and Chautauqua Bottoms, plus
the Fernlands and Flaglands areas dominated the efforts of GE’s staff,
Board Members and friends.
Property Acquisition
Oakland Preserve
First known as “Green Earth II”, 9.3 acres of land off North
Oakland Street in Carbondale were purchased in 1979. A forest of
maple, oak, hickory and paw paw trees was included in this acquisition
as well as an area containing a few prairie grasses and wildflowers near
the railroad right of way.
Two prairie plantings occurred at Oakland Preserve, one in
1985 and the other in 1988. The driving force behind this effort was
Stan Harris for whom one of the trails at this property was named.
Five grasses comprised the first planting: big and little bluestem,
Indian grass, side oats gramma, and switch grass. Once the grasses
were established other prairie plants such as black-eyed Susan, tick
trefoil, prairie dock and partridge pea and other native plants began to
propagate and grow on their own.
The 1988 planting added forbs to the grasses in an effort to
establish a more diverse and stable prairie ecosystem. Many friends of
GE participated in both prairie projects not only by putting grasses and
forbs in the ground but also by gathering and sowing prairie seeds.
Over the years Robert and Rhonda Rothrock, have worked tirelessly to
maintain the Oakland prairie. Many hours have been spent fighting
back the encroaching woodland and a variety of invasive species.
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Chautauqua Bottoms
The first purchase of property formerly known as GE III, came
in 1990. Fourteen acres of wetlands along the floodplain of Little Crab
Orchard Creek were acquired at an IRS auction for property in arrears
on taxes. The next acquisition was a small parcel from John Yow in
1993. A portion of this parcel was conveyed to the City for a drainage
ditch beginning near the northern terminus of Freeman Street. John
Andresen donated two lots in 2000 increasing Chautauqua Bottoms’
size by ½ acre. The final two acquisitions were the purchase of 10
acres from Pia Sollberger and Sam Young in 2003 and 10 acres from
Polly and Marion Mitchell in 2004. By the end of 1984-2004
Chautauqua Bottoms comprised approximately 37 acres of wetlands
and forest land bordering Chautauqua Road on the south, land just
west of Little Crab Orchard Creek on the west, and properties fronting
Emerald Lane on the east. The northern access was at the end of
Freeman Street.
Several prairie plantings occurred at Chautauqua Bottoms in
the early 90s. Over 2700 flowering forbs were planted on one
particular day in 1992. The first “rough trail” through the initially
acquired 14 acres was mowed and a first “annual event” held at
Chautauqua Bottoms in 1993. In 1997 a trail loop in the original
purchase on Chautauqua was dedicated and named for GE board
member and former president, Maurice Webb.
Subsequent trails in the Chautauqua Bottoms areas took
various courses and ultimately three trails have resulted. The Maurice
Webb Trail primarily encompasses the tall grass prairie and a section
of the hardwood bottomland along Little Crab Orchard Creek. The
Woodland Spur travels north from the Maurice Webb trail (at the
Freeman Street trailhead) through a variety of terrain including
floodplain wetlands and forest, and into a portion of land held by
Southern Illinois University Carbondale.
The most recently acquired area of Chautauqua Bottoms,
where the David Kenney trail follows the west side of Little Crab
Orchard Creek, has a northern trailhead on Carbondale Park District
property bordering West Sunset Drive and a southern trail head just off
Chautauqua Road. This trail travels through riparian forest and was
named after board member David Kenney, a long time advocate for
preserving natural areas and one-time head of the Illinois Department
of Conservation (now the Department of Natural Resources).
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Initially, attempts were made to integrate the three partnering
organization’s (GE, Carbondale Park District, and Southern Illinois
University Carbondale) trails of Chautauqua Bottoms and create a
single “Supertrail”, however, floods and stream bank erosion prevented
the maintenance of this connection. Unless willing to ford Little Crab
Orchard Creek and ascend a vertical stream bank a hiker cannot
traverse Chautauqua Bottoms in a single loop. Altogether, GE’s
Chautauqua Bottoms acquisitions have preserved a 37 acre area in the
midst of residential Carbondale.
Flaglands/Fernlands
In 1998 and 1999 two land donations preserved an additional
22 acres of green space. Clyde and Betty Arnold’s gift of land to GE
created a 21 acre nature preserve that included hardwood and upland
forest environments. Located off Kennedy Road the preserve was
named Fernlands after the abundant fern grottos found within the
banks of the clear stream that runs through this woodland property.
This site is approximately 2 miles from the Carbondale city limits. A
conservation easement to the Illinois Audubon Society was part of the
Arnold’s gift.
Harris Malan’s gift of two city lots on West Sunset Drive in
Carbondale provided a green spot in the western part of Carbondale in
a residential neighborhood. The name later given to the area was
Flaglands where an American flag flies year round. A patch of prairie
grass and wildflowers planted there has further enhanced the property
which serves as a memorial to Mr. Malan’s wife, Fannie. The
individual Mr. Malan employed to mow the property, Mikel Miskel,
has continued to maintain and mow the area contributing his time and
equipment.
Green Earth Staff
Executive Director/Education Coordinator
By the mid-eighties GE Staff included a quarter-time Executive
Director and an Education Coordinator. Lists of persons that served in
these capacities appear in Appendix I and Appendix III.
During this time, a slide show about GE was offered to
community groups. GE staff set up informational displays at festivals
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for events such as “Make Carbondale Your Home” festival, Southern
Illinois Cultural Fair, and Earth Day celebrations.
Guided hikes and educational programs were led by GE staff,
Board members, and friends. Newsletters from the late 80s through the
mid-90s contained frequent mentions of activities open to the public.
Events included “Annual Native Plant Walks”, “Prairie Day”, “First
Annual Event at GE Wetlands”, “Super Trail Wildflower Walk”,
“Guided Tour of Fernlands” and “Volunteer Work Days”. Outreach
made to area schools and organizations brought hundreds of persons to
GE trails and programs.
JTPA Summer Youth Employment Program
From 1984 until the mid-90s considerable physical work
including trail construction and maintenance, mulching, tree removal,
sign erection, and bridge construction was accomplished by summer
youth workers and their supervisor. The Summer Youth Employment
Program (SYEP), part of the JPTA (Job Partnership Training Act)
provided funds for several youths and their supervisor. Brought to GE
by its second Executive Director, Tom Dilley, this U.S. Labor
Department program was at various times administered by the Illinois
Farmers Union and Man-Tra-Con .
Community Support and Involvement
Green Earth Board Members
During 1984-2004, individuals from a variety of backgrounds
served on the Board of Directors. A complete list appears in Appendix
II.
Community Support
As a 501(c)3 not-for-profit, GE began campaigning for
contributions from supporters within the community. Beginning in the
fall of 1984 multiple levels of support were offered within the quarterly
newsletter. In 1999 the GE newsletter became available to all through
its newly created website.
Stewards
GE Executive Director, Mary Dresser began a “Steward
Program” in 1996. Volunteers were recruited to monitor and maintain
specific trails and areas. The duties of GE stewards included picking
up trash and informing the Executive Director of trail needs and
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changes. The persons who responded to the call included Kathy Card,
Clark Ashby, Genevieve Houghton and Dorcy Prosser. The Steward
Program ceased in 1998.
Other Contributors
Boy scouts played a valuable role by building and erecting blue
bird houses at Oakland in 1988. Cub Scouts assisted with trash
removal at Oakland (1993) and built bluebird boxes for Chautauqua
Bottoms (1996). Replacement of the damaged Oakland trailhead was
the Eagle Scout project of John Meliska in the same year.
In 1990 and again in 1994 ET Simonds contributed materials,
equipment, and personnel to build parking areas for GE preserves. The
first was the establishment of the parking area in the Oakland
Preserves, then a few years later, Simonds constructed the parking area
and driveway in the Chautauqua Bottoms complex.
The Carbondale Park District has provided assistance to GE in
several ways. Use of their equipment was employed for prairie planting
at Oakland. Access to the David Kenney Trail from the north is
possible only by walking through Park District soccer fields.
On two occasions GE conveyed small parcels of land to the
City of Carbondale for infrastructure improvements. When Park
Street was widened in 1993 a small part of GE property was needed for
construction. That same year use of a very small part of GE at
Chautauqua Bottoms was needed for drainage construction. In each
instance the City and GE cooperated to help complete the projects.
GE’s first donation of land, 20 acres in northern Union County
was announced in 1992. The benefactors were former GE Board
member, Paul Yambert and his wife, Carla. The Yamberts’ gift was
presented with the agreement that GE’s Board of Directors could use or
sell the property, whichever action would benefit GE the most.
Ultimately the land was sold to an adjacent property owner and the
proceeds used for future GE acquisitions and operations.
Various groups from Southern Illinois University have
benefitted GE. Maps of Brush Hill and Oakland were drawn to scale by
an SIU Geography Class in 1990. In 2001, the SIU Wildlife Society
submitted a grant to fund and replace all trail marker posts and trail
guide boxes. Over the years SIU zoology, limnology, forestry, wetlands
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ecology, and grassland ecology classes have used various GE properties
for class projects.
It was noted by Stan Harris (Keith Beyler agrees with this quote)
that GE was “born” in the living room of Herbie Beyler, an instructor of
Plant and Soil Science at SIU-C in the early seventies. It was fitting
that in 1986 her family donated a bench which was placed on the Brush
Hill Trail dedicated in her honor.

The efforts of GE staff, Board Members, friends and volunteers
have been instrumental in the operations and management of the
various GE nature preserves in and around Carbondale. Because of
their work green spaces within Carbondale’s urban environment are
not uncommon. GE preserves provide places for recreation, education
and respite. Long time GE volunteer, Genevieve Houghton said it well,
“They provide a place where you can go to another world…..”.
Research was insufficient to include all of the many
contributions – time served in decision making, donations of labor,
equipment and materials, and individual and grant contributions/
money, but this text is meant only to provide examples of the range of
efforts that helped make GE what is today.
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Green Earth History 2004-2009
Sara G. Baer
Many changes in the leadership of Green Earth, Inc. occurred
in from 2004 to 2009. Most notably in 2004, the executive directorship
changed hands to Stephanie Eichholz, a wildlife biologist and former
environmental consultant. As GE has grown, so have the demands on
the Executive Director and as a result the percent time of this position
was doubled in 2009 to a half time position. Accordingly, the GE Board
of Directors was also increased in 2009 to include 13 members.
Contributions from GE supporters are greatly needed to maintain the
current level of activity and impact of this position for the community
and natural resources in Carbondale.
Property Acquisitions
GE more than doubled the acreage of natural area preservation
in Carbondale from 2004 to 2009. In 2006, GE acquired 11.6 acres of
vacant green space that had developed into forest on the north side of
the Oakland Preserve through a grant from the Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation, which required matching funds generously
contributed from GE supporters. This acquisition increased the
Oakland Preserve preservation area to 20 acres, which prevented
potential habitat loss and expanded corridors for wildlife in our urban
environment.
In 2009, GE acquired one of the largest contiguous green
spaces in the city limits of Carbondale with the financial assistance
from The American Lands Conservancy. The Pyles Fork Preserve
consists of 124 acres of forest and wetland that borders Attucks Park in
center of the city. This most recent acquisition holds tremendous
opportunities for outdoor education due to the proximity of the
property to Thomas School and interpretive trails are forthcoming.
Trail Improvements
GE has improved many aspects of existing trails and developed
new trail systems with the assistance of many dedicated community
volunteers, SIUC student groups, local businesses, and board members.
The first linear Super Trail, which now runs throughout the
Chautauqua Bottoms complex, was established in 2004 complete with
an interpretive trail guide, trail markers and information kiosk. In
2006, the Chautauqua Bottom’s Maurice Webb trail was redesigned to
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lead hikers through bottomland reforestation in addition to the
tallgrass prairie planting and emergent wetlands in Chautauqua
Bottoms. Visibility of the David Kenny Trail, which runs along the
west bank of Little Crab Orchard Creek, was improved by installing
new trail marker posts and placards in spring of 2009.
A new trail system, the Woodland Trail, was established
through the Oakland Preserve expansion. This site was also subject to
intense clean up, fitted with a solar-powered light fixture at the trail
head, and woodchips were introduced along the trail.
Foot bridges that were designed and constructed by the Center
for Comprehensive Services were installed at both the Oakland
Preserve and Chautauqua Bottoms. Additional foot bridges were
constructed at Fernlands by former board member Chuck Howe and at
Brush Hill through the collective efforts of several GE board members.
In addition to improving walking trail attributes, GE installed
numerous benches to improve the quality of visitation. In 2005,
ammunition boxes were provided by long-term board member David
Kenney, and repurposed into benches through the craftsmanship of
board member Jack Nawrot, and installed at Fernlands. An anonymous
donor contributed two traditional park benches that were placed
within Chautauqua Bottoms. Former board member, Chuck Howe,
masterfully created new signs for Brush Hill, which was unveiled at the
2005 rededication event for the Herbie Beyler Trail, as well as for
Fernlands that was erected in 2007, and the David Kenney trail erected
in late 2009.
The “Adopt-A-Trail” program was initiated in 2007 and has
provided GE valuable assistance with trail clean-up and maintenance.
This program has been very successful and indispensible in the timely
upkeep and maintenance of the trail system. A list of Trail Adopters is
found in Appendix IV. Despite many improvements to GE trails, the
preserves can succumb to extreme weather events, flooding, and
natural forces of erosion. Trails are occasionally closed to reduce
erosion and remove fallen trees that could threaten the safety of
visitors. Such was the case after the devastating “inland hurricane”
that tore through the Carbondale area in May of 2009. Initially all of
GE’s trails were closed to protect the safety of visitors, but through the
tireless work of several volunteers, most notably former board member
Chuck Howe and Long Forestry Consultation, all but one trail has been
reopened to date (Oct. 2009).
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Habitat Management
GE and our supportive community took several actions to
promote native species establishment, reduce invasive species, and
improve habitat for wildlife.
The prairie area of the Oakland Preserve has been maintained
and improved with continuous volunteer efforts and seed donations by
Robert and Rhonda Rothrock who are dedicated to restoring prairie in
southern Illinois. In 2006 the prairie was officially named after the
Rothrocks during a grand opening for the Oakland addition. Longterm board member, Stan Curtis, has continued mowing and brush
removal needed to maintain the prairie in an early successional and
diverse state.
Chautauqua Bottoms was subject to a variety of improvements
in the last five years, following the acquisition of the both land tracts
bordering Little Crab Orchard Creek. In 2004, purple martin houses
were erected in the prairie planting. Also in 2004, over five thousand
bare root seedlings of native bottomland hardwood species were
planted in the former pasture through a conservation easement
wetland mitigation project led by board member Jack Nawrot, a longterm GE board member and reclamation specialist at SIUC. Some
species showed >93% survival rate in 2006. Although seedling growth
was typically slow, 4-8 inches during the first two years, the average
seedling height in 2008 was 3.5 feet, and many became visible above the
remnant pasture grasses.
In the summer of 2008, Chautauqua Bottom’s David Kenney
trail saw the construction of an impressive foot bridge as part of the
service requirement for boy Scout Aaron Estrand’s Eagle project. Also
in 2008, and through the perseverance of former board member Mae
Davenport, GE received approval from the City of Carbondale to
conduct a controlled burn in the prairie planting in Chautauqua
Bottoms. Fire is a natural and important component of many
ecosystems, and in many instances this occasional disturbance is
needed to maintain biodiversity and productivity. With the
cooperation and support of neighboring citizens, the prairie planting at
Chautauqua Bottoms was burned with the assistance of many highly
trained, red-card holding SIUC faculty and students.
Habitat for wildlife in GE’s smallest green space was improved
in 2007 by planting 30 native bare root trees and 75 native bare root
shrubs in the 1-acre Flagland preserve on Sunset Avenue to create a
hedgerow of native species along the northern property line. As the
trees and shrubs mature, a small arboretum style path with specie
identification placards, will be constructed.
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Invasive species management continues to be a priority at GE
sites. The most successful way to control invasive species is through
early detection and rapid response. With the assistance of many
community and SIUC student volunteers, this approach has been
adopted for two species of serious concern, Garlic Mustard and Rose of
Sharon, in the Chautauqua Bottoms complex.
Education
Natural areas preserved and enhanced by GE have become a
valuable resource for many classes at SIUC. Chautauqua Bottoms was
used as an outdoor laboratory for Wetland Ecology students learning to
identify and delineate wetlands according to federal regulations.
Chautauqua Bottoms was also visited by Restoration Ecology students to
provoke discussion about the complexities and alternative goals of
restoration in urban and highly modified environments. Students in
Forest Resource Management used Fernlands as a case study site to develop
forest management plans. Many GE properties were used in
Environmental Interpretation to provide realistic study areas for students
learning how to develop interpretive trail guides. GE sites have also
been used for research on whitetail deer fawn mortality and
herpetology studies at SIUC. Lastly, GE also tries to promote outdoor
education to the newest generation in our community. For example,
GE attended the John A. Logan Elementary School’s Math and Science
Family Night to educate pre-kindergarten through 5th graders on the
importance of open spaces to wildlife and people.
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Appendix I

Green Earth Directors
1978 - 1983: Judy Faulkner
1983 - 1989: Tom Dilley
1989 - 1994: Nancy Peterson
1994 - 1996: Carol Hays
1996 - 1998: Mary Dresser
1999: Zach Shelton
1999 - 2001: Katie Dugger
200l - 2004:
2004 - present:

Sara Baer
Stephanie Eichholz
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Appendix II
Board Members
Board Member
Sara Baer
Joe Beck
Robert Beck

Dates of Service
2004-present
1995-2000
1982-1990,
1990-present

Allan Bennett

1974-1987

Herberta Beyler (deceased) 1977-1982
Keith Beyler

1990-2000

Paul Biggers
Michelle Buchheit
Gerald Coorts (deceased)

1974-1977
2009-present
1974-1985

Stanley Curtis

1995-present

Mae Davenport
Emma Jean Durr
Sara Eynon
Vera Felts

2007-2008
1999-2003
2009-present
1984-2001

Kathie Fralish

1974-1983

David Gibson
Robert Greene

1999-present
1985-1989
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Offices Held
T (2004-present)
S (1995-2000)
P (1985-1987)
S (1989-1990)
(2009-present)
VP (1978-1979,
1980-1985)
T (1977-1978)
P (1979-1981)
S (1978-1979)
P (1991-1993)
S (1990-1991)
P (1978-1979)
VP (1977-1978,
1979-1980)
S (1975-1977)
T (1974-1975,
1983-1985)
P (1998- 2001,
2008)
VP (2001-2003)
P (1989-1991)
S (1987-1989,
1993-1995)
T (1985-1987)
P (1975-1977)
S (1977-1978,
1979-1983)
VP (2004-2006)
T (1987-1989)

Stanley Harris

1980-1995

Barbara Hewson
Craig Hinde
Harold Hungerford
Charles Howe
Patricia Justice

1993-2004
2001-present
1987-1991
2002-2009
1991-

George Karnes
1978)

1974-1980

David Kenney

1991-present

Donald Kurz

1977-1980

Hiram Lesar (deceased)
Jack Nawrot
Katherine Poulos

1974-1982
1997-present
2004-present

Mary Joyce Powell
Tom Redmon
Roger Robinson

1987-1992
2009-present
1989-1995

J. B. Ruhl
1998-1999
Erin Seecamp
2009-pesent
Kassy Simonds
1993-1999
Terry Thalman
1980-1982
Lee Tichenor
1995-1996
Audrey Tomera (deceased) 1985-1985
E. Maurice Webb (deceased) 1981-1998
Kenneth Woodruff
Paul Yambert

1995-1997
1981-1987

P (1981-1985)
VP (1987-1989)
T (1999- 2004)
P (2004-2007)
S (2007-2008)
P(2001-2004)
VP (1995- 2000)
S (1991-1993)
T (1993-1995)
P (1974-1975, 1977T (1975-1977)
P (1995-1998)
VP (1993-1995,2007)
T (1992-1993)
S(2000- 2006)
VP (1980-1980)
T (1978-1979)
T (1979-1983)
P(2009-present)
VP(2008-2009)
T (1989-1992)
P (1993-1995)
VP (1991-1993)
T (1995-1999)

P (1987-1989)
VP (1985-1987,
1989-1991)
S (1983-1987)

P=President; VP=Vice President; S=Secretary; T=Treasurer
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Appendix III
Green Earth Education Coordinators
(intermittently employed on a part time basis)

1985:

Elaine Middendorf

1988:

Francine Durham

1989:

Carla Kirkland

1990:

Mary Jo Black

1991:

Robert Gentry

1991 – 1993:

Chris Midden

1993 – 1994:

Christie Saunders
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Appendix IV
Current Trail Adopters:
GE I: Brush Hill Preserve
Beyler Trail: Mike and Chris Long

Long Foresty Consultation,
Murphysboro
GE II: Oakland Preserve
Stan Harris Trail: Genevieve Houghton
Woodland Trail: Doug McEwen
GE III: Chautauqua Bottoms Complex
Maurice Webb Trail: Xi Sigma Pi Forestry Honors Club
Woodland Spur Trail: Janel and Bob Taylor
David Kenney Trail: Dorcy Prosser & Jan Weiss
Fernlands Preserve
Arnold Trail: Mike and Chris Long
Lumberjack Tree Care, Murphysboro
Flaglands
Mows, cares for and donates flags:

Mikel Miskell
Miskell Lawn Service, Carterville
Past Adopters:
Chautauqua Bottoms, David Kenney Trail: Tony McFadden
Brush Hill, Beyler Trail: Derek Hyland
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Green Earth, Inc.
Green Earth, Inc. is a not for profit corporation dedicated to
preserving land in the vicinity of Carbondale, Illinois. Since 1974, the
primary purpose of Green Earth has been to acquire, preserve, and
provide public access to natural areas in Carbondale.

Our Mission
•
•
•

•
•
•

To enhance diversity in the human environment throughout the
Carbondale area.
To acquire areas of natural vegetation or other areas suitable for
development as such within the vicinity of Carbondale.
To develop such areas only to the extent necessary to contribute to
their naturalness, enhance their native beauty and/or provide
access to and protection for the areas.
To maintain these areas in a natural or relatively undeveloped state.
To make these areas available for the enjoyment and education of
the public.
To protect these areas from overuse and misuse.

Our Properties
GEI: Brush Hill Preserve
23 acre woodlot located off of east Park Street
GEII: Oakland Preserve
20 acre woods and prairie located off of North Oakland Ave.
GEIII: Chautauqua Bottoms Complex
37 acre bottomland, upland woods, and prairie located north
of Chautauqua Road, between Tower & Emerald
GEIV: Fernlands Preserve
21 acre woodlot located off of Kennedy Road
GEV: Flaglands
1 acre green space with a demonstration prairie located off of
West Sunset Drive
GEVI: Pyles Fork Preserve
124 acre bottomland and upland woods located east of
Attucks Park
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