
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew 

their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

(Isaiah 40:30-31 ESV) 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

Here’s another in our current series: 

Eagle Facts – Part 8 

Did you know that eagles enjoy life? Eagles swoop and dive with obvious delight and pleasure. 

And, it seems as though they have a playful sense of humor...they can be rascals as they initiate 

fake attacks on other birds (with no intention of a real attack). 

If humans would/could display a portion of an eagles’ enjoyment of life -- I believe life would be 

noticeably better. And if Christians would live with joy our evangelism efforts would be made 

more effective. We need to laugh more (Yes, you are allowed to laugh in church, too!) 

Someone said, “It isn’t your position that makes you happy or unhappy; it’s your disposition.” 

Medical science has already studied and reported the positive, healthy effects of laughter on    

almost every organ in our bodies. It reduces the tensions that drain our health. Laughing relaxes tissue and exercises most 

vital organs. Indeed: an inability to laugh is a sign of impending depression and a breakdown. 

We already knew that. In the Bible Solomon has written: “A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up 

the bones.” Proverbs 17:22 (NIV) 

One way of ensuring a “cheerful heart” is to intentionally be grateful. There are many sour pusses because they are       

concentrating on what they do not have or are not able to do or what they have lost rather than what they have, etc. John 

Foppe is a young man who was born without arms. His enthusiasm for life and living is impressive. He’s the kind of     

person that you want to be around. He says, “It’s not what you do have, it’s what you have that matters.” He understands 

gratitude. 

What kind of person are you? Do you light up a room when you arrive, or when you leave? Are you going to experience 

the wonder and excitement of life as you soar like an eagle or will you join the countless thousands who go through life 

sighing and complaining as they scratch and gobble with the turkeys? 

Remember, you were (re)Born to Soar! 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our 

great God with you! Come with a smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you      

personally and intentionally invited. Also, bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by the Living Risen Christ, together 

with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living that comes each time we encounter God’s renewing presence 

in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 



Church Happenings …  

 

Thank you to everyone for assisting with the Seder meal and Easter Breakfast. The 

Easter breakfast freewill offering of $242 has been delivered to the Crisis Center.  

Thank you everyone for the many deeds of kindness during my fall: visits, cards and 

prayer. Jesus loves me! —Marjorie Smith 

POTLUCK LUNCHEON 

MAY 22ND   AFTER DIVINE SERVICE 

 

Join us for a potluck luncheon after the Divine Service.  Bring your favorite dish to 

share and stay for fellowship. 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Bowden and Mr. and Mrs. Tim Worsham request your presence at the  

Rite of Confirmation  

for 

Garrett Bowden, Christopher Harris, Travis Lestig and Bethany Worsham 
 

On Sunday, May 1, 2016 

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Palestine, Texas 

Service begins at 10:15 a.m. 

 A pot-luck lunch will follow in Luther Hall 

If you would like to help, please see Mary Bowden or Ann Worsham. 

BETHLEHEM IS PARTICIPATING IN THE ADOPT A HIGHWAY PROGRAM 

SATURDAY  MAY 7TH  9:30 AM 

Our Adopt-A-Highway program is tentatively scheduled for May 

7, 2016.  We plan on meeting at the church at 9:30 a.m., have a 

short safety meeting and then begin the trash pickup.  Our part 

of the highway starts on the loop at Bethlehem and ends by First 

Baptist Church. The LWML has graciously offered to provide 

pizza and drinks for lunch.  If you cannot actually walk the high-

ways, you can help with lunch, dropping off or picking up people 

along the loop and shuttling drinks to the highway crew. 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

MAY 2016 
 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Sunday at: 

 6 :30 AM 

  9:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:30 PM 

12:30 PM 

12:30 PM 

  6:05 AM 

870    WWL - AM 

100.7  KWRD - FM 

95.9   KSCH - FM 

91.9   KHCJ - FM 

98.7   KHCB - FM 

1410  KHCH - AM 

1200 WOAI - AM 

New Orleans, LA 

Irving, TX 

Sulphur Springs, TX 

Jefferson, TX 

Huntsville, TX 

Huntsville, TX 

San Antonio, TX 

Saturdays at :  

6:30 AM      

 91.9  KAVX - FM            

Lufkin, TX 

DATE:    May 1, 2016 

TITLE:   “So, Ask Already!"  

TEXT:    St. John 16:22-33  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God loves you. He wants to hear from you. Ask Him anything and everything. Go ahead, ask!  
 

DATE:    May 8, 2016 

TITLE:   “Jesus Prayed for You” 

TEXT:    St. John 17:20-26  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Prayer begins in the heart of Jesus Christ who intercedes for you, offering prayers on your behalf to God the Father.  
 

DATE:    May 15, 2016 

TITLE:   “Jesus Gives Us the Help We Need” 

TEXT:    St. John 14:23-31  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus doesn't want you to be in the dark about how much He loves you.  
 

DATE:    May 22, 2016 

TITLE:   “Here's a New, Lasting Identity” 

TEXT:    St. John 8:48-58  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

The Bread of Life, Living Water, Good Shepherd: Jesus' statements leave no doubt as to who He is, for you.  
 

DATE:    May 29, 2016 

TITLE:   “Identity Theft”  

TEXT:    Galatians 1:5-8  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Nobody likes to have their identity stolen, and that includes the Lord who said, "You shall have no other gods before 

Me."  

 

Online and On Air : 

www.lutheranhour.org 

http://www.lutheranhour.org


REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

Marcy Hogan - shoulder surgery 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

 

FRIENDS: 

Mike & Kathy Abrahamson - [Jackson’s friends] - Kathy’s health 

Cheryl Bailes [Mary Unk’s daughter] - broken foot 

Conner Benge [cousin of Adler’s son-in-law] - skull fracture from baseball accident 

Michael Brummerhot [Marcy Hogan’s cousin] - accident 

Shirley Carnahan [Steve & Mary Unk’s friend] - health concerns 

Betty Dutton [friend of Hughes]  

Grant Eamer [Donna Hughes cousin] 

Melvin Fogle [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Matthew Francis [friend of Lana Bowden] - diagnosed with multiple forms of cancer 

J.B. Harrington [Mary Unk’s son-in-law] - healthy recovery and needs a job 

Cookie Howell [friend of Marcy Hogan] - cancer 

Frank Jones [Neva Broad’s brother] - heart attack 

Gena Lawense [Albert Harris’s sister]  

Steve & Katie Lund [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Ron Pinnock [Lea Rosier’s son’s father-in-law]  

Bonita Randall [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Floyd Ruhnke [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Ruben Salazar [friend of Leo Markwardt] 

David & Jennifer Sparks [friends of Sandy Smith] - motorcycle accident 

Jason Stringfield [friend of Lea Rosier’s daughter, Marla] - cancer treatment 

Tim Walther [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Bonnie Walton [Dot James’ sister] - ongoing health concerns 

Michelle Warren [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville & Cookie Wilbanks [friends of the Hughes’]  

Gene & Patsy Worsham [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

COMFORT 

Family of Smokey McClendon [friend of Leo Markwardt] 

 

HOMEBOUND   

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Nicki Hightower, Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, 

Ardelle Samford, Dean Sands, Marjorie Smith, Johnnie Weaver 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Robert & Juanita’s son], Marla Naylor [Lea 

Rosier’s daughter], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 



Church Council Meeting— April 12, 2016 
 Devin called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes were read and accepted. 

REPORTS 

 VP- absent 

 Financial Secretary- Lea reported March income $14,604, expenses $10,523; excess $4080.  CEF loan balance $72,177. 

 Treasurer- Mary Lou gave CEF report, rebate check of $1,300+.  Rebate and special donations toward principle will 

show in April report.  Chili Friday profit $2,543.41 for Hope Station.  Balances, budget report for March and year-to-date.  

**Motion by Melanie, 2nd by James to accept financial reports.  Motion carried. 

 Elders- James reported average attendance for first quarter was 72.  Added Richard Haddock (baptism,) loss of Gerald 

Sears (death,) released Elizabeth, Cody, Dustin and Drake Wilson.  

 Christian Education- Melanie reported Mid Week resumed; looking at Summer Sunday School; instead of VBS. Want to 

hold a lock-in.  

 Evangelism-  Jerry reported Adopt-A-Highway approved, TxDoT will provide trash bags, safety vests and video, should 

have signs up soon.  Tentative date May 7th.  Want to purchase two 4x8 metal signs @ $175 each from Lone Star, plus costs to 

install, have owners agreeable.  Hospice bags- hospital says there is a need for this and nobody provides it, would be welcome; bag 

would have church name printed with snacks and other items. Checking with Thrivent for funds.  Checking on Billboards for 4 

weeks, four times a year at different locations.  Big print bulletins very visitor friendly; encourage members to sit with visitors to 

help them with service.  Office mails letters to visitors who provide address.  Hospital needs volunteers, see bulletin board.   

Newspaper releases published in Jacksonville, Frankston, Rusk and maybe Grapeland papers.  Looking at Evangelism fund raisers.  

Concerned about declining attendance from 2009-2015. 

 Stewardship- absent. 

 Property- Jim replaced canopy, only one lock on gate.  2-stage thermostats on Luther Hall.  Still checking on LED lights 

for Luther Hall; waiting for recycle bin to be replaced.  

 Social Concerns- Lana reported Seder Meal turned out great, about 44 attended.  Easter Breakfast- about 50 enjoyed 

breakfast, thank you to council for providing, made $242 that was sent to Crisis Center.  Chili Friday total of $2,543.41 plus $500 

from Thrivent presented to Brandon Greene with Hope Station.  He was very appreciative.  Confirmation will be May 1 st, pot luck 

lunch, LWML provide cake and punch.  Pot Luck May 22nd. 

 Youth- Devin reported on Higher Things in Colorado for High School youth, Aaron & Matthew Jackson and Nicolas 

Worsham to attend.  Background checks for chaperones. 

 Pastor- new directory in making.  Confirmation Garrett Bowden, Christopher Harris, Travis Lestig, Bethany Worsham.  

New website is live.  Awareness campaign- Kiwanis places US flags 5 times a year, $40/flag.  Adult class- will look at basic doctrines. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 None 

NEW BUSINESS 

**Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Jim church purchase 2 signs to be placed on highways.  Motion carried.  LWML has donated 

$175 toward project.   

**Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Lea to allow evangelism to purchase 100 bags @ $2.35 each for Hospice program at hospital.  

Motion carried.   

Food Bank door offering April 24th. 

Aaron Jackson’s Eagle Scout project April 23rd, would appreciate helpers.  Matthew Jackson will be planning project this 

summer. 

Lana mentioned kitchen renovations-- **Motion by Lana, 2nd by Jerry, motion carried.  Cabinet doors, painting,           

countertops, island, ice machine, remove old dishwasher. 

Mary Lou mentioned nominating committee, election in July. 

**Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to adjourn.  Carried.  Pastor closed with benediction. 

Present:  Devin Jackson, Donna Hughes, Lea Rosier, Melanie Jackson, James Taylor, Jerry Hartenberger, Jim Broad, Mary 

Lou Daughtrey, Lana Bowden, Pastor Adler. 

        



 

        LWML Spring Workshop, Sat., April 30, 2016 

    Our Savior Lutheran Church, Centerville, Texas 

      John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

The day will include devotions, morning snacks, Lunch & Breaks, crafts and 
fellowship. Registration cost: $10 per person.  

All ladies of Bethlehem are invited; we will carpool from church at 7:45 a.m. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Confirmation: On May 1, Bethlehem will be confirming four of our young members. As a gift from 
LWML, Donna Hughes will print and frame their confirmation verse as a keepsake of this special  
occasion. 

Soon there will be six (6) signs installed around Palestine with our church name, address and phone 
to let the community know about Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Watch for these to be installed. 

The ADOPT A HIGHWAY program to begin in May will need volunteers to pick up trash; also, if you 
have any old broomsticks that may be used for this purpose, please bring them to church. See Jerry 
Hartenberger for the schedule. 

The proceeds from donations for the Easter Breakfast, $240.00, will be delivered by Sandy Smith 
to the Crisis Center.  Thank you to all who attended. 

Church Council has approved LWML’s plans to spruce up the kitchen in Garber Hall.  Watch for    
details on how you may help with this project.   

Remember to use your Kroger card, a part of Kroger’s Community Rewards program.  Find out how 
you may participate by going online to Kroger.com to link your card to this program.  LWML uses 
these funds for projects around our church and our community. 

LWML is supporting Palestine’s Food Bank by contributing funds ($100) for the purchase of food 
given to worthy recipients.  

Spring cleaning around your house?  Be sure to save and donate your CARD FRONTS. St. Jude’s 
Ranch for Children recycles these to create new holiday and all-occasion greeting cards which are 
sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless children, young 
adults and families.  (Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney and American Greetings cards will NOT be 

accepted.)  

Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal, 
written messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in Garber Hall.  (OR you 
may bring whole cards and someone will trim them.)   

Note: If desired, you may purchase the finished cards in their online store (https://stjudesranch.org) or call 
(877) 977-7572 

CALENDAR NOTES!  

 Sun., May 15, 2016 - LWML meeting, immediately following church service 

 June 24-26, 2016 – LWML Convention TX District, Lubbock. See details in the March 2016 issue of The 
Lutheran Witness 

 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem.  We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month. There are no dues, 

but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major fundraiser.  

Web site:  http://lwmltxdist.org                                   Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

 
 



KIDS KORNER 

Garrett & Jessica Bowden make the A honor roll for the 5th six weeks. Also Garrett placed 1st in the mile 

and 2nd place in the mile and half at the district track meet. 

 

This month, April, Kristen Harris was on the all A honor roll at Westwood ISD and Christopher Harris 

was on the A/B honor roll. In addition, Kristen & Christopher entered the Johnson County Shooting Sports  

Association invitational 3-D Archery Shoot. Christopher won 4th place and Kristen won 

2nd place. The targets were at unknown distances that ranged from 

10 to 40 yards.  

Lastly, Kristen entered the United Way Essay Contest. Kristen won 

1st Place at the local Palestine level. Now her essay will be evaluated 

by an illustrator from New York City. If this illustrator approves he 

will illustrate what she wrote and it will be published in a book for 

the United Way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The youth cleaned up around the church on March 26th in prepa-

ration for Easter Sunday service. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED 

KIDS!  Please submit pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 



“As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Corinthians 

11:26) 

When you participate in the Lord’s Supper, two 

things happen: you receive from Him the blessings 

that He has promised to you, and you proclaim your 

agreement to and unity of doctrine with all others 

who are at the same altar. 

COMMUNION WITH THE LORD 

In Holy Communion, you eat Christ’s true body and drink His very blood, as 

Jesus Himself says clearly, and not in symbols or figures of speech: 

“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it he broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he 

took the cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (St. Matthew 26:26-28; also in St. 

Mark 14, St. Luke 22, and 1 Corinthians 11)  

His Word is spoken over the bread and wine by His called servant of the 

Word, the pastor, who then distributes Christ’s Body and Blood to you and 

all other baptized Christians. As the Catechism teaches, that person is truly 

worthy and well-prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

If someone does not believe Jesus’ words, or is not properly instructed, then 

the Lord’s real Body and Blood in the Sacrament does not bring blessings, 

but judgment. Paul writes to the Corinthians: 

“For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord 

eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak 

and sick and a number of you have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 11:29-30). 

The pastor is also held responsible before God’s judgment if he does not 

take great care to administer the Lord’s Supper faithfully, and not to any-

one’s detriment. (Ezekiel 33:8-9, Hebrews 13:17) 

COMMUNION WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Unlike Baptism, the Lord’s Supper is a Sacrament that occurs not one-by-

one, but with the whole congregation at once. It shows complete unity in 

every way with Christ and with each other. Communing at a particular altar 

is a public confession, or agreement, to the faith and doctrine that is taught 

at that particular altar. Paul writes of this in 1 Corinthians 10:16-18: 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 

Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of 

Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we 

all partake of the one bread. Consider the people of Israel: are not those who 

eat the sacrifices participants in the altar?” 

When you participate at the altar at Bethlehem, you are publicly proclaiming 

that you believe and confess everything that is taught here at this altar. This 

confession is not limited only to some common understanding of “real pres-

ence” in the Supper. Participation means you believe and confess as we be-

lieve and confess in all articles of the Gospel, not just in a few of them. Thus 

the Lord’s Supper is a public confession of faith that we all are united in 

Christ Jesus by the same doctrine. Paul urges this when he tells the Corinthi-

ans, “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 

mind and the same judgment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10) 

When we do not admit members of other denominations to commune at 

our altar, we are not making a judgment of one’s faith or relationship with 

Jesus. We are, however, taking them at their word and listening to their 

public confession of faith. Different denominations are a sad reality of the 

church today. The reason they exist is because there are different confes-

sions. A person who belongs to a church or church body of a different con-

fession from ours publicly states thereby that he or she agrees with the 

confession of that church and disagrees with ours. When one is not com-

muned at our Church, we’re not judging that person. We are saying one of 

the three following things: a) you have not yet been instructed in Lutheran 

doctrine or b) you belong to an altar of a church that believes, teaches and 

confesses contrary to the faith that is believed, taught, and confessed at our 

altar, or c) you are not currently an active member of a congregation with 

which we are currently in fellowship. 

For instruction in the Lutheran confession, which is the same as historic 

Christianity, we invite you to attend our Adult Catechism Class, which is 

offered at various times throughout the year according to need. 

The ACC is normally held periodically during the year. Upon your public 

profession of the Faith as it is taught in Scripture and the Lutheran Confes-

sions, you become a communicant member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

WHAT ABOUT ELCA LUTHERANS? 

God desires that his people be unified in the same mind and understanding. 

Sadly, this is not the case with our fellow Christians in the ELCA. There are 

many major differences in doctrine and church practice between the Mis-

souri Synod and the ELCA. Issues like the authority of Scripture, the role of 

women in the church and home, homosexuality, and the interpretation of 

the Lutheran Confessions are but a few differences between the Missouri 

Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Due to these major 

differences, we are not in fellowship with the ELCA. Former members of 

Bethlehem or another LC-MS congregation, but now members of an ELCA 

congregation should not expect to commune at Bethlehem, and should speak 

with the Pastor before approaching the altar.  

Other smaller Lutheran church bodies have other, less severe, but still im-

portant, differences. 

WHAT IF I BELIEVE WHAT IS TAUGHT IN THE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD, BUT BELONG TO ANOTHER 

DENOMINATION? 

If you believe that you are in agreement with us, then we invite you to at-

tend our Adult Catechism Classes to refresh what you already believe, and 

test it by further study of Scripture. Ask the pastor any questions that may 

be on your mind, so that you can say a confident “Amen!” to Bethlehem’s 

teaching and receive our spiritual care as a member of our congregation. 

WHY IS THIS ALL SO IMPORTANT? 

Christ’s command to His church is to confess the faith that was once deliv-

ered to the saints (Jude 3). With this in mind, we take our confession of faith 

very seriously. Paul tells us that we are to watch our doctrine and life closely 

(1 Timothy 4:16). 

He also says:  

“If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, 

and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. Do not regard 

him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.” (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15)  

“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 

create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 

them.” (Romans 16:17) 

Christ’s Church is a proclaiming church. We pray that you might join our 

confession of faith as taught in Holy Scripture and explained in the Confes-

sions. We encourage you to attend our Adult Catechism Class and join our 

fellowship. 

(a tract of this article is available in the Narthex) 

WHY CLOSED COMMUNION? - PART ONE 



MAY COMMEMORATIONS: 
Individuals in the history of the Christian Church who are  

remembered for their lives of faith and service to Christ 

May 2 – Athanasius of Alexandria  - Athanasius was born in Alexandria in Egypt in A.D. 295.  He served as a church leader in a time of great     

controversy and ecclesiastical disagreements.  At the Council of Nicaea in 325, he defended Christian orthodoxy against the proponents of the Arian 

heresy, which denied the full divinity of Jesus Christ.   During his 45-year tenure as bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius wrote numerous works that   

defended the orthodox teaching.  His enemies had him exiled five times; on two occasions he was almost murdered. Yet Athanasius remained     

steadfast and ended his days  restored fully to his church responsibilities.  The Athanasian Creed, although not composed by Athanasius, is named in 

his honor  because it confesses the doctrinal orthodoxy he championed throughout his life.  

May 4 – Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor and Missionary  - Friedrich Wyneken is one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, 

along with C.F.W. Walther and Wilhelm Sihler.  Born in 1810 in Germany, he came to Baltimore in 1838 and shortly thereafter accepted a call to be the 

pastor of congregations in Friedheim and Fort Wayne, Indiana.   Supported by Wilhelm Loehe's mission society, Wyneken served as an itinerant   

missionary in  Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan, particularly among Native  Americans.  Together with Loehe and Sihler, he founded Concordia            The-

ological Seminary in 1846 in Fort Wayne, Ind.  He later served as the second  president of the LCMS during a period of significant growth (1850-64).  

His    leadership strongly  Influenced the confessional character of the LCMS and its commitment to an authentic Lutheran witness.  

May 5 – Frederick the Wise  - Frederick the Wise, elector of Saxony from 1486 to 1525, was Martin Luther's sovereign in the early years of the    

Reformation.  Were it not for Frederick, there might not have been a Lutheran Reformation.   Born in Torgau in 1463, he became so well known for his 

skill in political diplomacy and his sense of justice and fairness that he was called "the Wise" by his subjects.  Though he never met Luther, Frederick 

repeatedly protected and provided for him.  In all likelihood he saved the reformer from a martyr's fate.  Frederick refused the pope's demand to     

extradite Luther to Rome for a heresy trial in 1518.  When Emperor Charles V declared Luther an outlaw in 1521 at the Diet of Worms, Frederick   

provided sanctuary for Luther at the Wartburg castle.  On his deathbed, Frederick received the Lord's Supper in both kinds—a clear confession of the 

evangelical Christian faith.  

May 7 – C.F.W. Walther  - Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther (1811-87), one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, served 

as its first president from 1847 to 1850 and then again from 1864 to 1878.  In 1839 he emigrated from Saxony, Germany, with other Lutherans who 

settled in Missouri.  He served as pastor of several congregations in St. Louis, helped establish Concordia Seminary in 1839, and in 1847 was       

instrumental in the formation of our Synod, which was then called (in German) "The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States."  

Walther was a prolific writer and speaker who worked tirelessly to promote confessional Lutheran teaching and doctrinal agreement among all        

Lutherans in the United States.  Walther was the founding editor of Der   Lutheraner, which was published from 1844 to 1965.  He also founded a  

German theological journal, Lehre und Wehre (doctrine and defense), which was published from 1855 to 1929.  Among Walther’s most influential 

works are Church and Ministry and The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel.  He died on May 7, 1887 and is buried in Concordia Cemetery in 

St. Louis.   

May 9 – Job, Patriarch  - Job was a blameless and upright man who came from Uz (Job 1:1), a land northeast of Canaan.  The Book of Job         

examines the depths of his faith, which was severely tested through the sufferings God permitted.  Despite the sudden death of his ten children and 

the loss of all his wealth and his health, Job refused to curse God: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return; the LORD gave, 

and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." (Job 1:21)  Still, in the midst of his tribulations Job questioned the meaning and 

purpose of  suffering to the point of asserting his own righteousness. (Job 34:5-6)  Finally, the Lord revealed that a man cannot know the mysteries of 

God. (chapters 38-41)  Job's faith in God as his Redeemer and the resurrection prevailed. (19:25-27)  In the end the Lord restored his wealth and 

blessed him with another seven sons and three daughters.  

May 11 – Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs  - Cyril (c. 826-69) and Methodius (c. 815-85) were brothers who came from a Greek  

family in Thessalonica.  The younger brother took the name "Cyril" when he became a monk in 868.  After ordination, Cyril became librarian at the 

Church of Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) in Constantinople.  In 862 the brothers were sent by the emperor as missionaries to what is now the Czech 

republic, where they taught in the native Slavic tongue.  Cyril invented the alphabet today know today as "Cyrillic," which provided a written language 

for the liturgy and Scriptures for the Slavic peoples.  This use of the vernacular established an important principle for evangelical Christian missions.  

May 21 – Constantine, Emperor, and Helena, his mother - Constantine I served as Roman Emperor from A.D. 306 to 337.  During his reign the           

persecution of Christians was forbidden by the Edict of Milan in 312, and ultimately the faith gained full imperial support.   Constantine took an active 

interest in the life and teachings of the church and called the Council of Nicaea in 325 at which orthodox Christianity was defined and defended.  His 

mother, Helena (c. 255-329), strongly influenced Constantine.  Her great interest in locating the holy sites of the Christian faith led her to become one 

of the first Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land.  Her research led to the identification of Biblical locations in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and beyond, which 

are still maintained as places of worship today. 

May 24 – Esther - Esther is the heroine of the biblical book that bears her name.  Her Jewish name was Hadassah, which means "myrtle."  Her    

beauty, charm, and courage served her well as queen to King Ahasuerus.  In that role she was able to save her people from the mass extermination 

that Haman, the king's chief advisor, had planned. (Esther 2:19—4:17)  Esther's efforts to uncover the plot resulted in the hanging of Haman on the 

very same gallows that he had built for Mordecai, her uncle and guardian. Then the king named Mordecai minister of state in Haman's place. This 

story is an example of how God intervenes on behalf of his people to deliver them from evil, as here through Esther He preserved the Old Testament 

people through whom the Messiah would come.  

May 25 – The Venerable Bede  - Bede (673-735) was the last of the early church fathers and the first to compile the history of the English church.  

Born in Northumbria, Bede was given by his parents to a monastery in Northern England at the age of seven.  He rarely left the monastery and      

devoted the rest of his life to teaching and writing. The most learned man of his time, he was a prolific writer of history, whose careful use of sources 

provided a model for historians in the Middle Ages.  Known best for his book, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, he was also a profound 

interpreter of Scripture; his commentaries are still fresh today. His most famous disciple, Cuthbert, reported that Bede was working on a translation of 

John's Gospel into English when death came, and that he died with the words of the Gloria Patri on his lips.  He received the title "Venerable" within 

two generations of his death and is buried in Durham Cathedral as one of England's greatest saints.  



EVANGELISM COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

  Our committee welcomes three new members; Billye Bledsoe, Sandy Smith and Paul Stephenson, to       

complement our existing members; Don and Lori Fortner, Donna Hughes and Sandy Teets.  Their help is   

appreciated! 

  Our Adopt-A-Highway program is tentatively scheduled for May 7, 2016.  Tentative because we cannot 

start until the DOT installs the signs.  The signs have been ordered and should be installed prior to May 7.  

We plan on meeting at the church at 9:30 a.m., have a short safety meeting and then begin the trash pickup.  

The LWML has graciously offered to provide pizza and drinks for lunch.  If you cannot actually walk the   

highways, you can help with lunch, dropping off/picking up people along the loop and shuttling drinks to the 

picker-uppers. 

   One of the suggestions from our brainstorming sessions was to get Bethlehem articles into surrounding 

municipality newspapers.  That has been completed; we are now published in Palestine, Rusk, Frankston and 

Jacksonville and working on Grapeland.  Check them out! 

  Another suggestion was to put signs around Palestine advertising Bethlehem.  The signs will be 4’ x 8’metal 

with a treated wood supporting structure.  They will have as a minimum the church name, address and      

telephone number along with a LCMS cross (pending permission from the synod).  Don Fortner and Paul  

Stephenson will be facilitating the sign construction and installation.  Please offer your help!  We have       

permission from 5 landowners to site the signs on their properties, with a 6th one pending.  If you are       

interested in financially helping to defray the cost of the signs, please make a note on your donation “Church 

Signs”. The LWML has already donated $175.00.  We thank them. We estimate total installed cost per sign 

to be $300.00.  Our initial purchase would be 2 signs, with more to follow. 

  Another item, although not on our brainstorming list is providing small bags with our Bethlehem             

information printed on the bag to hospice families.  We would fill the bags with snack items, Portals of    
Prayer, note pads and pens, scotch tape and similar items.  We will be approaching Thrivent for “seed    

money” in the amount of $250.00 via their “Thrivent Action Teams” program.  The bags would be delivered 

to hospice at Palestine Memorial and they will handle distributing them to hospice families in the area.     An-

other opportunity for Bethlehem to let “Your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven”. 

  God has truly blessed our committee with an enthusiastic group. Please continue to pray for His guidance 

and that He would get the glory!  






