
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

(Isaiah 40:30-31 ESV) 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

Here’s another in our current series: 

Eagle Facts – Part 9 

One of the Eagles’ primary enemies is the snake. The Eagle has no immunity to snake venom, yet it will respond 

with great courage. It will make itself a target for the snake by exposing its breast.  When the snake strikes and 

misses, the Eagle moves with the speed of a lightning bolt. It grabs the snake with its razor sharp talons.  Usually 

the Eagle will take the snake to a nearby tree or cliff or ledge where it will run the snake through its talons until it 

finally decapitates the snake. It then takes the headless snake back to the nest for the eaglets’ next meal. Courage! 

Would you be described as courageous? Do you run when the pressure is on? Are you tempted to quit? I’ve    

noticed the absolute cowardice of people (including myself at times) and it amazes me. People give up on all kinds 

of things. I know, first hand...I’ve dealt with it throughout my pastoral ministry: people quit school, they quit 

churches, they quit Bible study and prayer, they quit marriages, they quit jobs and business opportunities, they quit 

reading a book they’ve started. People give up on themselves, their dreams, their spouses, their children, their 

unborn & their world. And most often, they give up before they really get started -- as soon as it gets a little inconvenient -- they quit -- they 

roll over on life and they die inside. Sadly many of them blame others for their own lack of persistence and courage. Even worse, some are so 

focused on their fears, they won’t listen to the    advice of those who have succeeded in the face of great opposition. 

Someone once said, “Courage is not the absence of fear; it is the mastery of it.” Did you ever stop to think that SUCCESS IS NEVER FINAL 

AND FAILURE IS NEVER FATAL! Real courage is saying “YES” to life, not backing down when we face adversity, hardship and difficulty. 

Most of the things people quit on are not really that difficult. The history books are full of stories of people who succeed and overcome odds 

that are much greater than the things the “quitters” we know give up on. 

I heard of a covered wagon on display in Arizona. People had loaded such wagons with everything they had -- their treasures and dreams -- 

and they had started out across the United States in search of a bright future for themselves. There were no trails or roads.  They were the first 

to make the journey. On the wagon there was a plaque with these words: “The cowards didn’t even start, the weak died along the way, only the 

strong made it through.” 

We must resolve to continue in the courage of those who sacrificed greatly to insure the existence of a Bethlehem Lutheran Church in         

Palestine. Our future existence will take leaders who possess great courage -- who can stick it out -- and not quit. And each one of us must 

resolve to have the courage to face and accept the changes necessary to reach our community for Christ -- that is our reason for existence.  

Society itself puts great pressure on our resolve to be a successful mission station in the Kingdom of Christ -- and you can be sure that it will 

not get any easier -- that’s the truth. Therefore, it is necessary that we keep our eyes on our Lord’s Kingdom goals -- then, the obstacles will 

not seem worthy of our concerns or our fears. 

Remember, you were (re)Born to Soar! 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our great God with you! 

Come with a smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. Also, bring 

a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by the Living Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living that 

comes each time we encounter God’s renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 
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Church Happenings …  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

With a fun county fair theme intertwined, Pray, Pray and Give Thanks helps        

students search thirteen Old & New Testament Bible stories to learn about the 

Lord's Prayer.   
 

Your help is needed to give our regular teachers a break over the summer.  For 

more information talk to Melanie Jackson. 

HAPPY   

FATHER’S 

DAY 

SUNDAY, 

JUNE19TH 

FROM THE CRISIS CENTER:  We at the Crisis Center of Anderson and Cherokee Counties 

would like to take this time to thank you for your donation of $242.00 for the work we do in our          

communities.  It is very much appreciated.  Please continue to pray for the Crisis Center. 

Emily Wharton wrote, “There are two ways of spreading light:  to be a candle or the mirror that reflects it.”  It is 

through your donations that we are able to help the victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and child 

abuse. 

We are determined to provide the most professional care and advocacy possible for these survivors, and you 

have helped ensure that assistance will be available for them when they are most in need. 

 

If you missed a Sunday, 

y o u  c a n  v i s i t         

Bethlehem’s web-site 

at www.belctx.org to 

hear past sermons. 

FROM THE PALESTINE               

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

Dear Friends. Thank you for your continued     sup-

port with this generous donation.  May the Lord 

bless you. 

Thanks to the many people who teach our children, both 

on Sunday mornings as well as Wednesday night.  Your 

dedication for lesson preparedness, times spent just      

listening and an occasional hug 

blesses our children. Bethlehem’s 

future is important and it starts 

in the Sunday school class. 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from 
it. Prov. 22: 6 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

DATE:    June 5, 2016 

TITLE:   “Christ's Good News” 

TEXT:    Galatians 1:11-24  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

What is the Gospel? It's the good news of God's forgiving love for us, in Jesus Christ.  

 

DATE:    June 12, 2016 

TITLE:   “Not By Your Works” 

TEXT:    Galatians 2:15-21, 3:10-14  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God's grace is real and it can change everything, even in our world today.  

 

DATE:    June 19, 2016 

TITLE:   “No Longer Slaves, But Free” 

TEXT:    Galatians 3:23-4:7  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

The Bible doesn't speak of Utopian dreams or dystopian fears; it delivers the reality of freedom from sin and death.  

 

DATE:    June 26, 2016 

TITLE:   “Don't Touch That Dial!”  

TEXT:    Galatians 5:1  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

In Christ, we find freedom from sin, but not freedom to sin.  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

Mary Lou Daughtrey-leg surgery 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Mike & Kathy Abrahamson - [Jackson’s friends] - Kathy’s health 

Cheryl Bailes [Mary Unk’s daughter] - broken foot 

Michael Brummerhot [Marcy Hogan’s cousin] - accident 

Shirley Carnahan [Steve & Mary Unk’s friend] - health concerns 

Betty Dutton [friend of Hughes]  

Grant Eamer [Donna Hughes cousin] 

Melvin Fogle [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Matthew Francis [friend of Lana Bowden] - diagnosed with multiple forms of cancer 

Cookie Howell [friend of Marcy Hogan] - cancer 

Frank Jones [Neva Broad’s brother] - heart attack 

Gena Lawense [Albert Harris’s sister]  

Steve & Katie Lund [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Smokey McClendon [friend of Leo Markwardt] - health concerns 

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Shannon and Thomas Nicholson [friend of Marcy Hogan] - needs job 

Gaile Nivens [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Ron Pinnock [Lea Rosier’s son’s father-in-law]  

Bonita Randall [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Floyd Ruhnke [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Ruben Salazar [friend of Leo Markwardt] 

David & Jennifer Sparks [friends of Sandy Smith] - motorcycle accident 

Jason Stringfield [friend of Lea Rosier’s daughter, Marla] - cancer treatment 

Tim Walther [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Bonnie Walton [Dot James’ sister] - ongoing health concerns 

Michelle Warren [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville & Cookie Wilbanks [friends of the Hughes’]  

Gene & Patsy Worsham [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND   

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Nicki Hightower, Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, 

Neva Kosted, Ardelle Samford,  Dean Sands, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Robert & Juanita’s son], Marla Naylor [Lea 

Rosier’s daughter], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely 

and up-to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  



 Jody called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes were read.  **Motion 
by Melanie, 2nd by Lea to accept.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS 
            VP- Jody no report 
            Financial Secretary- Lea repor ted Apr il income $13,988, expenses $11,645.  Loan balance $66,840. 
           Treasurer- Lea gave financial & CEF repor ts; 2015 CEF rebate $1,230.82 plus additional to pr in-
ciple in April.  Food Bank donation $473.  **Motion by Melanie, 2nd by Jim to accept financial reports.  Mo-
tion carried. 
           Elders- James repor ted Apr il average attendance was 74; no membership changes.  Picture from 
Hope Station presentation sent to Lutheran Witness/Texas Messenger. 
           Christian Education- Melanie repor ted 3 more Mid Week classes before summer break; need 
teachers for Summer Sunday School, materials arrived.  Working on plans for Lock In. 
      Evangelism- Donna repor ted signs for  Adopt-A-Highway are not up, tentative cleanup day May 
21st.  Thrivent approved seed money for hospice bags.  News releases in Grapeland newspaper. 
          Stewardship- Steve still getting information on new lighting for  Luther  Hall.  Looking at benefit 
package for new pastor. 
           Property- J im repor ted recycle bin replaced; need help painting eaves and tr im along sanctu-
ary.  Thank you to helpers.  Will talk to Brown’s to see if they can mow later in the week. 
           Social Concerns- Lana repor ted Confirmation and Pot Luck very nice, thank you to every-
one.  No graduates.  Planning pot luck June 26th, will have fellowship of some kind in July.  Maybe deck party 
at      Pastor’s.         
           Youth- Jody mentioned Lock In for  ages 10+, may plan lake outing. 
         Pastor, no official acts in Apr il.  May 1 Confirmation of Garrett Bowden, Christopher Harris, Travis 
Lestig and Bethany Worsham.  Membership changes in May.  Circuit meeting May 26th in Tyler.  Seminary 
Call day April 26 & 27.  Call meeting May 15th. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
            32” TV 
            Nominating committee 
 
NEW BUSINESS- none 
 
**Motion by Lea, 2nd by James to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with the benediction. 
Present:  Jody Bowden, Jim Broad, Lana Bowden, James Taylor, Steve Unk, Lea Rosier, Donna Hughes, 
Melanie Jackson, Pastor Adler. 
 
 

 

Church Council Meeting— May 10, 2016 



 

Reporting on the Spring Workshop, held Sat., April 30, 2016, Our Savior      Lu-
theran Church, Centerville.  The Young Woman Rep for our area, Abby Faske, 
gave an inspiring PowerPoint presentation on encouraging young    women to 
find out about LWML.   

Tanya Foster, Advocate for Domestic Violence Program based in Leon County 
spoke on caring for persons who are in desperate circumstances.  During our session, we put      
together “go kits” consisting of scrubs and personal items we donated.  Her presentation was      
eye-opening, and her talk included sex trafficking that is going on all over East Texas.   

Devotions included “The Vine and the Branches”, and “The Branches and the Fruit”, by Pastor   
Galler, Pastoral Counselor for East Texas Zone. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

LWML 39
th

 Biennial Convention: Lubbock, Texas, June 24-26. 2016:  Sandy Smith from 
our LWML society is planning to attend as our delegate. The theme is based on John 15:5, 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” We look forward to hearing from Sandy about her       
experiences during this important convention.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quoted from Two Minute Tuesday message:  Those Mighty Mites.  A woman was asked 
what she had been doing the past week. This was her answer: “On Monday, I ministered to 
Mexicans in Texas.  Tuesday, I preached the gospel in Brazil.  Wednesday, I operated on a 
man in Africa.  Thursday, I taught in a mission school in Japan.  Friday, I helped establish a 
church in California.    Saturday, I taught seminary classes.  Sunday, I distributed Bibles in 
Korea.”   

She continued, “You see, by dropping monies in my Mite Box daily, I have been able to go 
to all these places where God the Holy Spirit is working.” 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_CARD FRONTS:  Remember we are continuing to gather all kinds of greeting cards. They will be 

sent to St. Jude Ranch for their fundraising efforts. (Please note: Because of copyright laws,       
Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no 
personal, written messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in Garber 
Hall.  (OR you may bring whole cards and someone will trim them.)   

Your Kroger card is part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program and is linked to     Beth-
lehem’s LWML.  Contact Donna Hughes for information on how to sign up. 

CALENDAR NOTES:   

 June 12, 2016 – LWML meeting after church, in the LWML Meeting Room 

 June 24-26, 2016 – LWML 39
th
 Biennial Texas District Convention, Lubbock, Texas

 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem.  We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the 
month. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our 
major fundraiser.  

Go to www.lwml.org and sign up for “The Time is Now,” a 2-Minute Tuesday email for timely tips, insight 
and wisdom to share God’s Word, missions, service and fellowship. 

Web site:  http://lwmltxdist.org                                   Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

 

 

 

http://lwmltxdist.org/


KIDS KORNER 

It has been a very busy May for the Jackson family.  Here are some of the awards Matthew and Aaron     

received. 

Matthew – Compass Awards, Skills USA Texas District 5 Welding Pit – superior, Skills USA Texas District 

5 competitor – Action Skills – Silver medal, Skills USA state competitor – Action skills, Curious Museum 

award of outstanding community service, Palestine Community Frost Fest award of outstanding community 

service and Golf – Junior Varsity award 

Aaron – All A honor roll for the year, Class top 10 - #6 , National Honor Society – Secretary, Student 

Body Vice-President, UIL – Computer Applications, UIL – Current Issues and Events, Male PISD Musician of 

the year, ATSSB State Band – 3rd chair, UIL Solo/ensemble state competition – piano , Drum Captain, Band 

Librarian and Junior Beau – PHS Prom 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Unk's grandson Brice Herrington from Frankston High School and Turner Hutton from Hutton 

Tribe Academy. 

 

 Homeschool Association of Palestine thanks 

Bethlehem for allowing them to use the 

church for their various school classes and 

functions! 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED 

KIDS!  Please submit pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 



3212 An County Rd 118, Elkhart, TX 75839 Phone: (903) 764-2592/ Cell: (903) 363-6817 

 
 
May 27, 2016 
 
Mr. James Taylor, Call Committee Chairman/Presiding Elder 
Bethlehem Ev. Lutheran Church 
1515 South Loop 256 
Palestine, TX  75839 
 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance, dear People of God! 
 
It is after much careful and prayerful thought and deliberation, self-evaluation and soul-searching to discern God’s will in 
your call to me to be your Pastor, that I have been gifted with a confident decision in this matter.  
 
I believe that it is the Lord’s good and gracious will for me to accept the call as your shepherd, under the Great and Good 
Shepherd Jesus! I look forward to the privilege and honor of leading you in your walk with God into ever increasing faith 
and obedience to the Great Commissioner Jesus and His Great Commission mandate...”Go, make of all disciples...” 
 
I am confident that this is the Lord’s will, and that He will unite us together in a ministry that is graced by His merciful 
presence and almighty power. I am anxious to continue working with you in an exciting and Christ-exalting mission. 
 
Please continue to keep my Peggy and me in your daily prayers. 
 
Yours, in the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sins, 

 
 
 
Rev. David L. Adler 
 

cc: Mr. Devin Jackson, Congregation President, Bethlehem Ev. Lutheran Church 
 The Reverend Dennis Bragdon, Circuit Visitor, Circuit #14 

 The Reverend Ken Hennings, President, Texas District, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

 The Reverend Eloy Gonzalez, Second Vice-President, Texas District, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

 The Reverend Yohannes Mengsteab, Mission and Ministry Facilitator, Area B yohannes@txlcms.org 

FROM THE STUDY OF 

  

Rev. David L. Adler 

mailto:yohannes@txdistlcms.org


June 1—Justin, Martyr 
Born at the beginning of the second century, Justin was raised in a pagan family.  He was a student of philosophy who      
converted to the Christian faith and became a teacher in Ephesus and Rome.  After refusing to make pagan sacrifices, he was 
arrested, tried and executed, along with six other believers.  The official Roman court proceedings of his trial before       
Rusticius, a Roman prelate, document his confession of faith.  The account of his martyrdom became a source of great     
encouragement to the early Christian community.  Much of what we know of early liturgical practice comes from Justin. 
 

June 5—Boniface of Mainz 
Boniface was born in the seventh century in England.  Though he was educated, became a monk, and was ordained as a   
presbyter in  England, he was inspired by the example of others to become a missionary.  Upon receiving a papal commission 
in 719 to work in Germany, Boniface devoted himself to planting, organizing, and reforming churches and   monasteries in 
Hesse, Thuringia, and Bavaria.  After becoming an archbishop, Boniface was assigned to the See of Mainz in 743.  Ten years 
later he resigned his position to engage in mission work in the Netherlands.  On June 5, 754, while awaiting a group of    
converts for confirmation, Boniface and his companions were, murdered by a band of pagans.  Boniface is known as the 
apostle and missionary to the Germans. 
 

June 12—The Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, A.D. 325 
The first Council of Nicaea was convened in the early summer of 325 by the Roman Emperor Constantine at what is today 
Isnuk, Turkey.  The emperor presided at the opening of the council.  The council ruled against the Arians, who taught that 
Jesus was not the eternal Son of God but was created by the Father and was called Son of God because of his righteousness.  
The chief opponents of the Arians were Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, and his deacon, Athanasius.  The council confessed 
the eternal divinity of Jesus and adopted the earliest version of the Nicene Creed, which in its entirety was adopted at the 
Council of Constantinople in 381. 
 

June 14—Elisha 
Elisha, son of Shaphat of the tribe of Issachar, was the prophet of God to the northern kingdom of Israel ca. 849-786 B.C. 
Upon seeing his mentor Elijah taken up into heaven, Elisha assumed the prophetic office and took up the mantle of his     
predecessor.  Like Elijah , Elisha played an active role in political affairs.  He also performed many miracles, such as curing the 
Syrian army commander Naaman of his leprosy 2 Kings 5:1-27) and restoring life to the son of a Shunammite woman          
(2 Kings 4:8-37).  A vocal opponent of Baal worship,   Elisha lived up to his name, which means “my God is salvation.” 
 

June 25—The Presentation of the Augsburg Confessions 
The Augsburg Confession, the principal doctrinal statement of the theology of Martin Luther and the Lutheran reformers, 
was written largely by Phillip Melanchthon.  At its heart it confesses the justification of sinners by grace alone, through faith 
alone, for the sake of Christ  alone.  Signed by leaders of many German cities and regions, the confession was formally     
presented to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at Augsburg, Germany, on July 25, 1530.  a few weeks later Roman    
Catholic authorities rejected the Confession, which Melanchthon defended in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession 
(1531).  In 1580 the Unaltered Augsburg Confession was included in the Book of  Concord. 
 

June 26—Jeremiah 
The prophet Jeremiah was active as God’s prophet to the southern kingdom of Judah ca. 627 to 582 B.C.  As a prophet he 
predicted, witnessed, and lived though the Babylonian siege and eventual destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.  In his   
preaching he often used symbols, such as an almond rod (Jer. 1:11-14), and potter at work (18:1-17).  His entire prophetic 
ministry was a sermon, communicating through word and deed God’s anger toward his rebellious people.  He suffered    
repeated rejection and persecution by his countrymen.  As far as can be known, he died in Egypt, having been taken there  
forcibly.  He is remembered and honored for fearlessly calling God’s people to repentance. 
 

June 27—Cyril of Alexandria, Pastor and Confessor 
Cyril (ca. A.D. 376-444) became archbishop of Alexandria, Egypt, in 412.  Throughout his career he defended a number of 
orthodox doctrines, among them the teaching that Mary, the mother of Jesus, is “rightly called and truly is the Mother of 
God”—Theotokos, the “the God-bearer” (Formula of Concord, VIII, Ep VIII, 12).  In 431 the Council of Ephesus affirmed 
this teaching that the Son of Mary is also true God.  The writings of Cyril on the doctrines of the Trinity and the person of 
Christ reveal him to be one of the most able theologians of his time.  Cyril’s Christology influenced subsequent church   
councils and was a primary source for Lutheran confessional writings. 
 

June 28—Irenaeus of Lyons, Pastor 
Irenaeus (ca. A.D. 130-200), believed to be a native of Smyrna (modern Izmir, Turkey), studied in Rome and later became 
pastor in Lyons, France.  Around 177, while Irenaeus was away form Lyons, a fierce persecution of Christians led to the  
martyrdom of his bishop.  Upon Ireanaeus’ return, he became bishop of Lyons.  Among his most famous writings is a work 
condemning heresies, especially Gnosticism, which denied the goodness of creation.  In opposition, Irenaesus confessed that 
God has redeemed His creation through the incarnation of the Son.  Irenaeus also affirmed the teachings of the Scriptures 
handed down to and through him as being normative for the Church. 

 



IS IT CLOSED OR CLOSE? 

The first question you might have is, “Why 

closed Communion?” Many, particularly in 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, have 

heard it called “close Communion.” It was 

explained to them along the lines of a close 

family meal. That is nice sounding, but it has 

nothing to do with the idea of not letting 

some people commune at your altar. This 

practice comes from the early church. 

There, the deacon would declare that all those not in        

fellowship with their altar should leave. Then he closed the 

door. 

A HISTORIC PRACTICE THAT STILL GOES ON TODAY 

In the first four centuries of the Church, the rule was this. If 

you believed it really was the Body and Blood of Christ on 

your altar, you practiced closed Communion. If you did not 

believe it was the Body and Blood of Christ really, actually 

present on your altar, you practiced open Communion, that is, 

you let people decide for themselves whether or not they 

should take Communion. An analogy to these practices in life 

today is found at your pharmacy. The pharmacist keeps under 

lock and key, certain medicines. You cannot have them unless 

you have a prescription. That is because those medicines are 

the real deal. If you take them wrongly, if you take them when 

they are not meant for you, they can harm you or even kill 

you. Doesn’t St. Paul say the same thing about misusing the 

Holy Communion? “For anyone who eats and drinks without  

recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on him-

self. That is why many among you are weak and sick and a number 

of you have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 11:29-30). A faithful 

pharmacist keeps his or her real, powerful medicine under 

lock and key and doesn’t distribute it to everyone who wants 

it. What about sugar pills? Who cares who takes a sugar pill? It 

can’t do anyone any harm and who knows it might do them 

some good. If you don’t believe the Body and Blood of Christ 

are really in Holy Communion, if the living Lord Jesus doesn’t 

come into contact with anyone, why should you care who 

takes Communion? But if you believe it’s really the Lord Jesus 

Christ present under the forms of Bread and Wine, that’s  

another matter, isn’t it? 

BUT SHOULDN’T IT BE UP TO ME TO DECIDE 

IF I GO TO COMMUNION? 

“Ah,” some of you who know your Bible are saying, “He didn’t 

quote verse 28, the one right before St. Paul’s warning about 

communing wrongly. Verse 28 says, ‘A man ought to examine 

himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.’” Yup, 

that’s what it indeed says, but St. Paul wasn’t talking about the 

Methodists visiting the Lutherans, or the Presbyterians,    

Catholics, or Episcopalians visiting the Lutherans. He was  

writing to members of his own Church, not visitors from   

different Churches! We do say to our members what St. Paul 

said to his, “Let each of you examine yourselves, and so come 

to the Lord’s Table.” We don’t say that to visitors and neither 

did St. Paul. 

WHAT WOULD OPEN COMMUNION SAY TO OUR CHILDREN 

AND POTENTIAL MEMBERS? 

Say, for a minute, that we were to commune Catholics,      

Orthodox, or high Anglicans. Lutherans admit that these    

denominations also have the Real Presence. Or, say we were 

to commune those who are members of denominations who 

don’t teach that Christ is really present on their altar in the 

Holy Communion though they themselves believe He is. What 

we would be saying is that visitors to our Church don’t need 

to be instructed in our faith before communing, but our     

children who have grown up in this Church do need to be 

instructed before communing. Wouldn’t that be nonsense? 

What point would there be in making people go to instruction 

classes before joining our Church? If we communed Catholics 

who pray to Mary, Baptist who don’t baptize their babies, 

Presbyterians who believe Christ only died for some, how 

could we not also stop someone from joining our Church who 

believed these things? 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP 

There is one critical distinction you must make, the distinction 

between friendship and fellowship. Fellowship is not between 

individuals but altars. Fellowship is not between my heart and 

your heart but between your altar and my altar. Friendship is 

about you liking me and me liking you. Fellowship is about 

whether or not we believe, teach, and confess the same things. 

WE TAKE YOUR CONFESSION OF FAITH SERIOUSLY 

Since we can’t look into your heart to see what you really 

believe, we can only go by the confession you make with your 

mouth. When you say, “I’m a Presbyterian,” or, “I go to St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church,” you are making a confession of faith. 

Lutherans and Presbyterians, Lutherans and Catholics,       

Lutherans and whatever denomination, do not believe, teach, 

or confess the same things. We can’t pretend we do. To go to 

the same altar together says one of two things: Either A) nei-

ther of us take our confession seriously. Or B) we’ve agreed 

WHY CLOSED COMMUNION? - PART TWO 



to disagree. If a person believes his or her doctrine is in  

agreement with the Word of God, does he or she ever have a 

right not to take it seriously or to agree to disagree? If you 

believe that your doctrine is in agreement with the Word of 

God, where does God give you permission to set it aside or to 

join it with a contrary teaching? 

BUT WHAT IF I’M A MEMBER OF THE ELCA? 

“What about me? I’m a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. I commune at Missouri Synod Churches all 

the time.” We believe you do, and that is sad. The Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod has never at any time been in        

fellowship with the ELCA. The ELCA was formed when the 

Lutheran Church in America, the American Lutheran Church, 

and The American Evangelical Lutheran Church merged in 

1988. For a short time the LCMS was in fellowship with the 

ALC, but in 1983 the LCMS broke fellowship with the ALC 

citing serious doctrinal differences. These doctrinal differences 

persist and have grown worse in the ELCA. By 1998 the ELCA 

entered into full fellowship with the Reformed Church in 

America, the United Church of Christ, and the Episcopal 

Church. The first two have never wanted anything to do with 

the Body and Blood of Christ really being present on their 

altar. Furthermore, the ELCA as a church body publicly     

supports abortion, homosexuality, and women pastors. If you 

don’t believe it, just read the books they publish. Former 

members of Bethlehem or another LCMS congregation, but 

now members of an ELCA congregation should not expect to 

commune at Bethlehem, and should speak with the Pastor 

before approaching the altar. 

BECAUSE YOU WON’T COMMUNE SOMEONE DOES THAT 

MEAN YOU THINK THEY’RE GOING TO HELL? 

Of course not. We don’t commune some of our own children, 

and we don’t think they are going to hell. We regard all who 

belong to the Holy Christian Church by faith in Jesus Christ as 

saved, forgiven, and part of the Body of Christ. When we 

don’t commune someone, we are saying one of three things. 

Either A) they have not been instructed in the Lutheran Faith 

or B) they belong to an altar that believes, teaches and       

confesses contrary to the faith believed, taught, and confessed 

at our altar or C) they are not currently an active, committed 

member of a congregation with which we are currently in  

fellowship. 

CHRISTIAN MEN AND WOMEN CAN DIS-AGREE WITHOUT 

SENDING EACH OTHER TO HELL 

We have found that those who take their confession of faith 

seriously do not want to commune at an 

altar that stands for something they don’t 

believe in. If you are not sure what you   

believe, if you are not sure whether your 

conscience is being governed only by God’s 

Word, then you should study these things. 

Compare what your Church teaches with 

what the Bible says. Compare what we teach 

with what the Bible says. Join the one that agrees with what 

the Bible says. 

 

OKAY, SO PROVE TO ME YOUR PRACTICE OF CLOSED       

COMMUNION IS FOUND IN THE BIBLE 

Good question. we could argue from the fact that when Jesus 

instituted this Meal He only invited those whom He had     

instructed during the previous 3 years. He didn’t even invite 

His own mother! We could argue from Romans 16 where St. 

Paul lists those house churches with whom He is in fellowship. 

We could argue that the Bible commands Christians to       

separate from those who hold to teachings that are contrary 

to what the Bible teaches, and St. Paul warned not about BIG 

doctrinal errors but the small ones saying in 1 Corinthians 5:6 

- “Don’t you know a little yeast ferments the whole dough.” Here 

are some other Bible passages for you to consider: Romans 

16:17 - “I urge you fellow Christians to watch those who cause  

disagreements and make people fall by going against the teaching 

you learned. Turn away from them.” 2 Thessalonians 3:15 - “If 

anyone will not listen to what we say in this letter, mark him, and 

don’t have anything to do with him, so he will feel ashamed. Don’t 

treat him like an enemy, but warn him like a brother.” Titus 

3:10,11 - “A man who chooses to be different in his teachings warn 

once, and a second time, and then don’t have anything more to do 

with him because you know such a man condemns himself.” 2 John 

9-11 - “Anyone who goes too far and doesn’t stay with what Christ 

has taught doesn’t have God. If you stay with what He taught, you 

have the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and doesn’t 

teach this, don’t take him into your home or greet him. If you greet 

him, you share the wicked things he does.” St. Matthew 7:15 - 

“Beware of false prophets. They come to you dressed like sheep, 

but in their hearts they’re greedy wolves.” 1 John 4:1 - “Dear 

friends don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are 

from God. Many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

 

(a tract of this article is available in the Narthex) 
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