
Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

What’s Wrong with America—Part 2 

In August I began answering a question I was asked by a family member, “Are you concerned about the direction America seems to be go-

ing?” “Of course,” I replied,  “but I think you might be surprised at WHY I think our nation is going in the wrong direction.”  What is wrong 

with America? I’ll continue to attempt to answer that. 

Last month I addressed a lack of male spiritual leadership in the home. The second part of my answer is lack of obedience shown by lack of 

commitment. For example—we have about 188 members (baptized and confirmed) and we average about 70 in church on Sunday—so   

considering the homebound members who are not able to attend worship, we still have well over 100 inactive and uncommitted members! 

Why? 

Third, is the staggering biblical illiteracy that exists among Christians. My experience shows that most Christians are clueless … they don’t 

know the Word of God … they have no real idea of what their churches even really stand for…. they don’t know where the church gets it’s 

doctrine, and can’t articulate the main teaching of their church.  The fact is that most Christians are playing church—I call it “Churchianity” ... 

a going-through-the-motions religiosity that is devoid of any real substance. And among Lutherans, people seem to be content with being 

average or below.  

I am becoming increasingly alarmed at the growing number of Lutheran Christians who do not seem to have any idea of what our Church 

stands for (doctrinally) or why it does what it does in practice (traditionally). 

Some time ago, Lutheran Brotherhood (now a part of Thrivent) conducted a survey, asking Lutherans some very basic doctrinal       ques-

tions. Here are the results and some comments. The statements of paramount importance to Lutherans were these: 

1.  Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior can go to heaven. 

 57% agree to this statement 

 40.3% disagree, probably disagree, or aren’t sure 

2. Although there are many religions in the world, most of them lead to the same God. 

 67% agree or probably agree 

3. God is satisfied if a person lives the best life one can. 

 56.2% agree or probably agree 

4. People can only be justified before God by loving others. 

 48.3% agree or probably agree 

5.  A child is already sinful at birth. 

 49.8 % disagree or probably disagree or are not sure. 

These survey results, if anywhere near accurate, are alarming. And it is obviously worse now than a decade ago. AND, we should weep when 

hearing the report of laypeople ... that in a church Bible Class discussion many in the class defended the un-Lutheran and un-Biblical beliefs in 

this survey. 

While there are inconsistencies as to the survey results, there are also some common denominators.  It follows that if one does not believe 

that “a child is already sinful at birth”, then one isn’t so bad and might be “justified before God by loving others.” This would lead one to 

conclude that “God is satisfied if a person lives the best life one can.” It could also be reasoned, if God is satisfied with the best life I can live, 

then Christianity is no different from any other religion, all of which teach salvation by works, so they must “lead to the same God.” From 
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What shall it 

profit our people 

if they have 

healthy self 

esteem and are 

very active in 

huge 

congregations, 

but they do not 

have saving faith 

in the Lord Jesus? 

Christ?   

Pastor’s Message [continued] 
that point one may conclude 

that it is narrow minded to 

believe “only those who believe 

in Jesus Christ as their Savior 

can go to heaven.” To say I am 

concerned that Lutheran    

communicants are going to the 

Sacrament of the Altar believing 

false doctrine and thereby inval-

idating any unity of the Eucha-

rist would be an understate-

ment.  

The answers a large percentage of Lutherans 

gave come as a reflection of a pluralistic society 

in which we are taught to respect all religions.  

Yes, we can respect people and still disagree 

with (and even pity them).  However, these 

answers grow out of a post-modern culture 

that tells us there is no absolute truth.  Every 

person determines what is right for himself.  

The Christian must affirm constantly, “Thy 

Word is Truth.” These answers grow out of a 

“power of possibility thinking” and “a power of 

positive thinking” so necessary for those who 

wish to build crystal cathedrals.  But ultimately 

sin is negative and all that is positive is that we 

are redeemed through Christ the crucified.  

The answers grow out of a culture that is more 

concerned about the self-esteem of people, a 

concern to which any religion may speak. But 

only the Bible speaks of and describes the total 

depravity of humankind, and the wrath of God 

upon all sinful humans … even infants. The 

same Bible speaks the Good News of how God 

came to our rescue through the death of His 

Son on the cross, that our boast may not be in 

ourselves but in Him who “called us out of dark-

ness into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 

2:9) 

These sobering survey results would 

remind us that our pastors should  

never cease proclaiming “the whole 

counsel of God,” lest in failing to preach 

“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” as the 

only hope for humanity our congrega-

tions “have a name that they are alive, 

but are really dead”, Revelation 3:1. 

What shall it profit our people if they 

have healthy self esteem and are very 

active in huge congregations, but they do not 

have saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?  

What favor do we do them if we flow with the 

culture, substituting distasteful doctrines like 

original sin and the vicarious atonement of 

Christ for upbeat, positive,   possibility thinking, 

and our people go to hell?  “Preach the Word.  

Be ready, in season and out of season...”, 1 Timo-

thy 4:1. 

Next month I will examine the statements in 

the survey (in reverse order) according to 

what Lutherans officially believe, teach, and 

confess. 

Until then, I hope to see you in Church and 

Bible Class … don’t be an “average” Lutheran 

… according to these answers, an average 

Lutheran may well be in for a surprise on the 

Last Day. 

We’re a people of “The Book” … be in it! 

[… to be continued]  

[If you do not agree with the positions stated here, I 

ask that you at least consider the arguments and put 

the best construction on my actions, my motivation, 

and my concern to be faithful 1) to Scripture and 

the Confessions, 2) to my ordination vows, and 3) 

to fulfill the great commission’s goal of “teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded 

you” (St. Matthew 28:20). My goal is not division, 

but that we may be united under the teachings of 

our Lord Jesus Christ as taught in Holy Scripture 

and as confessed in the Lutheran Confessions.]  

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday 

morning … worshiping and studying with you 

… lifting up and exalting our great God with 

you! Come with a smile on your face, a bounce 

in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend 

you personally and intentionally invited. Also, 

bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by 

the Living Risen Christ, together with a hungry 

heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living 

that comes each time we encounter God’s 

renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 



SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Thank you for all your support and assistance while I served as Social Concerns chairperson.  I appreciate 

you all! Lana Bowden 

We are still planning a “Thank You Come N Go” event for our local law enforcement, fire and EMS etc.  

Looking towards an October date.  More information to follow. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

       Our Adopt-A-Highway cleanup went off well Saturday August 20.  We had approximately 30       

participants.  Special thanks to the LWML for providing lunch!  Our next cleanup will be in November; 

hopefully it will be cooler.  Again, thanks to all who participated.  We collected 44 bags of trash! 

      We need your help; Donna Hughes needs someone to help deliver Bethlehem publicity to RV parks 

in the Palestine area.  Short term commitment, maybe ½ day.  Please see her. 

  We are in the process of locating a new supplier for our church signs.  The plan is to purchase and    

install 4 more around Palestine.  Please see Don Fortner or Paul Stephenson to see how you can help. 

  September 11, 2016 we will host Dr. Lou Jander.  Dr. Jander will present an introductory snapshot of his 

“Sow the Word” ministry.  It is based on the gospel of John.  It will provide possible ways to share the 

Good News via John’s gospel.  It will be presented during our normal Bible study time slot. 

  Also on September 11 Dr. Jander will make a presentation on possible disaster response that Bethlehem 

may be interested in pursuing.  The presentation will take place after the Divine Service and a light lunch 

will be served.  Please plan on attending both of these; they should be worthwhile and help us facilitate 

spreading the Good News! 

  And finally, we are planning a fish fry on Saturday, October 15 to help fund upcoming Evangelism       

projects.  Randy Teets is heading it up, please see him to see how you can help. 

  God has truly blessed our committee, with an enthusiastic group, please continue to pray for his      

guidance and that He would get the glory!      Jerry Hartenberger 

NEWS FROM CEF 

CEF Sunday is September 25th.  I look forward to serving our congregation as a new CEF representative.  

Raelyn Pracht, from the extension office, and I are planning to meet on September 18th after worship so I 

can get information about the responsibilities of being a rep and any new programs.  I ask for your prayers 

as we together support this wonderful ministry. 

Lana Bowden 



Church Happenings …  

CONCORDIA SEMINARY REPRESENTATIVE COMING TO EAST TEXAS    

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH   5 PM— 8 PM 
 

Have you ever considered being a pastor or deaconess?  If so, Rev. Michael Redeker from Concordia  

Seminary, St. Louis would like to meet with you at Trinity Lutheran Church, 2001 Hunter St., Tyler.  Rev. 

Redeker is interested in meeting with prospective students of all ages — elementary school through adults 

who are already employed in another vocation. Conferences are individual, informal and family/friends are         

welcome.  If you are interested in scheduling a specific conference time, please call Rev. Redeker at 314-

505-7225, or email him at Redekerm@csl.edu to set an appointment. 

IT’S FOOTBALL TIME  AGAIN!! 

The youth are parking cars for the Palestine    

Wildcat football games as a fundraiser this year. 

The cost is $2. September game dates are the 9th, 

16th (homecoming) and the 30th.   If you would 

like to help, please see Yanneth Harris. 

Summer is about over and the new school year is upon us.  Thank you to everyone 

who taught Sunday School this summer.  We are looking forward to a fantastic new 

year.  The teachers for the 2016 -2017 school year are: Peggy Adler, Jody Bowden, 

Yanneth Harris, Donna Hughes, Devin & Melanie Jackson and Ann & Tim Worsham,.  

Thank you to everyone who accepted to help with this vital ministry.   

We are still on the lookout for a Wednesday night teacher for our little 

ones.  Please prayerfully consider this important ministry. 

If you missed a 

Sunday, you can 

v i s i t            

B e t h l e h e m ’ s 

web-s i te  a t 

www.belctx.org 

WEDNESDAYS AT BETHLEHEM 

Beginning Wednesday, September 7th, our Midweek schedule 

resumes with Catechism class at 4:30 p.m., choir practice at 5:15 

p.m., and a potluck supper at 6 p.m. The 7 p.m. adult Bible class 

will continue “The Victorious Disciple”, a study of the book of 

the Revelation. What a great time to join together again as a 

church family for fellowship and the study of God’s Word!  

YOU NEVER KNOW 

This was left on the windshield of a member’s car: 

“I saw the Lutheran Church sticker on your vehicle.  

I’m a new mother with a 3 month old son and I 

would like to ask for prayers.  I think my father’s 

child is going downhill….Bless you, a lost soul.“ 

 EAST TEXAS FALL  ZONE RALLY  

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, CORSICANA 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 1ST (tentative date) 

There will be Bible study, business meeting, lunch and worship. Also, discussion of bylaws, standing rules, 

and guidelines for East Texas Zone Events.   We will carpool from our parking lot, so please let JoAnn   

Tugwell or Donna Hughes know if you plan to attend. All ladies of Bethlehem are welcome. 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

DATE:    September 4, 2016 

TITLE:   "Choose Life!“ 

TEXT:    Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

In Christ, you have been called God's friend. Now you get to befriend others in His Name.  

DATE:    September 11, 2016 

TITLE:   "There's No Other Friend Like Jesus"  

TEXT:    St. Luke 15:1-10  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

We befriend, love, and show care for other people because Jesus loved, befriended, and saved us.  

DATE:    September 18, 2016 

TITLE:   "Be Careful Who Sings Your Praises“  

TEXT:    St. Luke 16:1-15  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God invites us to take all that He gives us and then put it to work for others.  

DATE:    September 25, 2016 

TITLE:   "Unlimited Patience--Almost"  

TEXT:    1 Timothy 1:15-16  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

In this life the Lord of perfect patience invites sinners to faith and forgiveness. But remember, it is an invitation for this 

life only.  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

Gladys Collins - recovering from a stroke 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Mike & Kathy Abrahamson - [Jackson’s friends] - Kathy’s health 

Michael Brummerhot [Marcy Hogan’s cousin] - accident 

Shirley Carnahan [Steve & Mary Unk’s friend] - health concerns 

Vernon Denman - [James Taylor’s friend] - loss of mother 

Melvin Fogle [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Cookie Howell [friend of Marcy Hogan] - cancer 

Gena Lawense [Albert Harris’s sister]  

Steve & Katie Lund [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Shannon and Thomas Nicholson [friend of Marcy Hogan] - needs job 

Gaile Nivens [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Bonita Randall [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Ethan Rodriguez - [Alice Chambers’ grandson] - auto accident 

Floyd Ruhnke [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Ruben Salazar [friend of Leo Markwardt] 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Rebecca [Randy & Sandy Teets daughter] 

Jerry Thompson [Tammy Pike’s father] - recovery from surgery 

Tim Walther [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville & Cookie Wilbanks [friends of the Hughes’]  

Gene & Patsy Worsham [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

COMFORT  Roberto Garcia’s family 

HOMEBOUND   

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Nicki Hightower, Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, 

Neva Kosted, Ardelle Samford,  Dean Sands, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s 

son] and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely 

and up-to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  



Devin called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes were read.  **Motion by James, 2nd by 

Melanie to accept.  Motion carried. 

REPORTS: 

VP- Jody no report. 

Financial Secretary- Lea reported July income $14,310, expenses $11,762, excess $18,126.  Loan balance $66,127 & CEF 

report. 

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave income report, account balances, budget report for July and year-to-date.  **Motion by Lana, 

2nd by James to accept financial reports.  Carried. 

Elders- James reported average attendance in July was 67, loss (death) Roberto Garcia. 

Christian Education- Melanie reported two more Sundays, averaging 11 children.  Rally Day August 28th.  Will have kids 

to help at service. 

Evangelism- Donna reported Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will be August 20 at  9am; Caregiver seminar August 27th, open 

to community.  Delivered church calendar, info and invitation to local RV parks. 

Stewardship- Steve reported Oncor has approved lighting project, we will be getting a rebate.  Lights should arrive soon, 

then will have them installed.  Still learning Demand Control System, make adjustments on maximum load at functions during 

heat; will continue to look at it. 

Property- Jim reported working on A/C drainage problems. 

Social Concerns- Lana reported no interest on Sterling House presentation.  Will have light lunch August 28th, Rally Day.  

Would like to show appreciation for Police, Firefighters, Emergency personnel with snacks or meal at church, also deliver to 

those on duty.  Will set date, come up with catchy name.  September 11th Pastor Jander will be here, planning light lunch.  Pas-

tor’s installation was wonderful, great meal, fed about 75, many people contributed to making it a success.  

Youth- Jody reported about 20 went to Splash Kingdom, had good time.  Aaron and Matthew attended Higher Things, 

great experience.  Garage sale, about $800 proceeds; football parking starts soon. 

Pastor thanks to all the hard work to make installation wonderful.  Catechism begins September 7th, will use different  ma-

terial. Midweek classes Sept 7th.  August 18th circuit meeting here, LWML will provide lunch.  Thanksgiving Eve Service       No-

vember 23rd; Advent November 27th.  Officers to be installed August 28th.  Brookshire’s cards. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Will order Lutheran Hymnfest tickets. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Honorarium to all musicians who assisted at installation. 

Permission granted to firefighters to use facilities as training site to test integrity of new airpacks. 

Request from “Trim Healthy Mama” support group to use facilities once a month, granted. 

Thanks to outgoing officers for service & dedication and welcome to 5 new people, thanks for willingness to serve. 

**Motion by Lea 2nd by James to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor asked that we all pray for him, He closed meeting with 

prayer 

Present:  Devin Jackson Melanie Jackson, Donna Hughes, Lea Rosier, Steve Unk, Liz Vernon, Albert & Yanneth Harris, Gil Daught-

rey, Megan Taylor, Lana Bowden, James Taylor, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Jody Bowden, Pastor Adler. 

 

  

Church Council Meeting - August 9, 2016 



NEWS about our Annual LWML Bazaar to take place in Luther Hall 
on Saturday, November 5, 2016, 9am - 2pm.  Plan to attend, look 
and buy the beautiful handmade items submitted by our members, 
and search for gifts for the holidays.  We’ll also have delicious baked 
goods to buy. 

And then there’s LUNCH – soups and all the trimmings, salad items, 
a drink and a wonderful dessert. 
In the weeks before the bazaar, we will be meeting together to make craft items and to discuss 
last-minute plans. We’re looking forward to a successful Bazaar! 

NOTE:  One of the crafts uses canning lids (not the rings). If you have any to donate, you may 
give them to Lana Bowden or JoAnn Tugwell. 

 

Reporting on the LWML Texas District Convention held in Lubbock, Sandy Smith, our      
delegate, shared her experiences.  Debbie Curry of Centerville (East Texas Zone) was 
elected President of the Texas District. 

Future Activities of our Society:   
Making plans to visit our members who are in nursing home(s). 

 Need Adventure Day ideas, for when it is cooler. 
 Garber Hall Kitchen committee is gathering information for the “re-do.” 

 Adopt-a-Highway project – the signs were installed, with the first event taking place on 
August 20 – watch for the next date to be announced. 

 Collecting Items for Hospice Bags–part of our evangelism effort. Look for collection box 
in the Narthex. 

 

LWML Sunday 2016 at Bethlehem – October 2.  “Come and See” based on Psalm 66:5 
and John 1:35-51, service by Dr. Leopoldo A. Sanchez M.    

The LWML women from our society will be participating in the service, featuring a new banner. 
Come and see how the “Mighty Mites” are used to support missions around the world. 

CARD FRONTS - Birthdays and Christmas bring in more cards than all the rest, but we take all 
kinds.  Bring them to Garber Hall and deposit into the collection box. Only the card front is required, 
and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal, written messages on 
the front or the back.  Bring them  and we’ll trim them. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 Next LWML meeting September 18th after church. 

 LWML Zone Fall Rally – Tentative date Oct. 1, at Faith Lutheran, Corsicana.  Discussion of BY-
LAWS, Standing Rules, & Guidelines for East Texas Zone Events. Watch for more details. 

 LWML Sunday, October 2, 2016, at Bethlehem 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem.  We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month. There are no dues, but 

we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major fundraiser. Why do we meet together? The LWML 

in Texas creates opportunities for Lutheran women to become more aware of the need for outreach to people around them as they are in 

need of the words of hope that are valid only in Christ.   

 

   Web site:  http://lwmltxdist.org                                     Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

 



GET TO KNOW OUR NEW MEMBERS 
Laura Lewis has returned to Bethlehem after a 3 year stay in Virginia.  She works at Wal-Mart and has 3   chil-

dren and 9 grandchildren.  Kristen and children Timothy 26, Jeremy 20 and Allyson 18; Michael & wife Regina, 

children Jasmine 17, Michael 13 and Jahnea 3; and James and wife Jessica, children Anthony 19, Daniel 16 and 

Joseph 13.  Laura enjoys knitting and crocheting, reading, online games and traveling.  Welcome back Laura. 

Alice and MacKenzie Chambers have returned to Neches and Bethlehem after a one year stay in South    

Carolina.  Alice teaches Spanish in Jacksonville and Mackenzie is an 8th grade student at Neches.  Alice enjoys 

reading and swimming. MacKenzie enjoys volleyball and riding horses.  Welcome back Alice & Mackenzie. 

Welcome back also to Nicki Hightower who currently resides at Cartmell Home. 

Anne Marie Yarbrough lives in Jacksonville near daughters Liz Vernon & Denise Durant.  She has lived in the 

same house for 14 years.  She retired from Pathology Associates of Texas in Tyler and now enjoys shopping, 

traveling, water aerobics and working in her flowerbeds.  She is a widow and has grandchildren and great-

grandchildren living in Jacksonville and in Marlow, Oklahoma.  Welcome Anne. 

Elizabeth (Liz) Vernon lives in Jacksonville and works as HR/Admin Assistant at Luvata Texas..  She has lived in 

Texas for the last 26 years and has been married for 23 years to a very loving and supportive husband.  Liz 

has 4 furry babies Sissy & Sonny and Dolly & Romeo.  Liz enjoys crafts, DIY projects, swimming and the 

beach, working out, zumba & the outdoors.  She would like to use her HR, administrative, accounts payable/

received & computer skills to serve at Bethlehem.  She also loves to sing.  Welcome Liz. 



September 1 Joshua - Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, is first mentioned in Exodus 17 when he was chosen by 
Moses to fight the Amalakites, whom he defeated in a brilliant military victory. He was placed in charge of the Tent of Meeting   
(Ex. 33:11) and was a member of the tribal representatives sent to survey the land of Canaan (Num 13:8). Later, he was      
appointed by God to succeed Moses as Israel's commander-in-chief. He eventually led the Israelites across the Jordan River 
into the Promised Land and directed the Israelites' capture of Jericho. He is remembered especially for his final address to the 
Israelites, in which he challenged them to serve God faithfully (Josh 24:1–27), concluding with the memorable words, “As for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord”(24:15).  

September 2 Hannah - Hannah was the favored wife of Elkanah, the Ephraimite, and the devout mother of the prophet     
Samuel. He was born to her after years of bitter barrenness (1 Sam 1:6–8) and fervent prayers for a son (1:9–18). After she 
weaned her son, Hannah expressed her gratitude by returning him for service in the House of the Lord at Shiloh (1:24–28). Her 
prayer (psalm) of thanksgiving (2:1–10) begins with the words, “My heart exults in Lord; my strength is exalted in the Lord.” This 
song  foreshadows the Magnificat, the Song of Mary centuries later (Lk 1:46–55). The name Hannah derives from the Hebrew 
word for “grace.” She is remembered and honored for joyfully having kept the vow she made before her son's birth and offering 
him for   lifelong service to God. 

September 3 Gregory the Great, Pastor - One of the great leaders in Europe at the close of the sixth century, Gregory served 
in both the secular and sacred arenas of his era. As mayor of Rome, he restored economic vitality to his native city, which had 
been weakened by enemy invasions, pillage, and plague. After he sold his extensive properties and donated the proceeds to 
help the poor, he entered into full-time service in the Church. On September 3, 590 A.D., Gregory was elected to lead the 
church in Rome. As Bishop of Rome he oversaw changes and growth in the areas of church music and liturgical  development, 
missionary outreach to northern Europe, and the establishment of a church-year calendar still used by many churches in the 
western World today. His book on pastoral care became a standard until the 20th century.  

September 4 Moses - Moses was born in Egypt several generations after Joseph brought his father Jacob and his brothers 
there to escape a famine in the land of Canaan. The descendants of Jacob had been enslaved by the Egyptians and were      
ordered to kill all their male children. When Moses was born his mother put him in a basket and set it afloat in the Nile River. He 
was found by Pharaoh's daughter and raised by her as her own son (Exod 2:1–10). At age 40 Moses killed an Egyptian          
taskmaster and fled to the land of Midian, where he worked as a shepherd for forty years. Then the Lord called him to go back 
to Egypt and tell Pharaoh, “Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness” (5:1). Eventually Pharaoh 
gave in and, after the Israelites celebrated the first Passover, Moses led them out. At the Red Sea the Egyptian army was    
destroyed and the Israelites passed to safety on dry land (Exodus 12-15). At Mount Sinai they were given the Law and erected 
the Tabernacle (Exodus 19-40). But because of disobedience they had to wander in the wilderness for forty years. Moses    
himself was not allowed to enter the Promised Land, although God allowed him to view it (Deuteronomy 34). In the New      
Testament Moses is  referred to as lawgiver and prophet. The first five books of the Bible are attributed to him.  

September 5 Zechariah and Elizabeth - Zachariah and Elizabeth were “righteous before God, living blamelessly according to 
all the commandments and regulations of the Lord” (Lk 1:6). Zechariah, a priest in the Jerusalem temple, was greeted by the  
angel Gabriel who announced that Zechariah and Elizabeth would become parents of a son. Initially Zechariah did not believe 
Gabriel's announcement because of their old age. For his disbelieve, Zechariah became unable to speak. After their son was 
born, Elizabeth named her son John. Zechariah confirmed his wife's choice and his ability to speak was restored. In response, 
he sang the Benedictus, a magnificent summary of God's promises in the Old Testament and a prediction of John's work as       
forerunner to Jesus (Lk. 1:68–79). Zechariah and Elizabeth are remembered as examples of faithfulness and piety. 

September 16 Cyprian of Carthage, Pastor and Martyr - Cyprian (A.D. ca. 200–258), was acclaimed bishop of the north     
African city in Carthage around 248. During the persecution of the roman Emperor Decius, Cyprian fled Carthage but returned 
two years later. He was then forced to deal with the problem of Christians who had lapsed from their faith under persecution 
and now wanted to return to the Church. It was decided that these lapsed Christians could be restored but that their restoration 
could take place only after a period of penance that demonstrated their faithfulness. During the persecution under Emperor  
Valerian, Cyprian at first went into hiding but later gave himself up to the authorities. He was beheaded for the faith in Carthage 
in the year 258.  

September 22 Jonah - A singular prophet among the many in the Old Testament, Jonah the son of Amittai was born about an 
hour's walk from the town of Nazareth. The focus of his prophetic ministry was the call to preach at Nineveh, the capital of    
pagan Assyria (Jonah 1:1). His reluctance to respond and God's insistence that his call be heeded is the story of the book that 
bears  Jonah's name. Although the swallowing and disgorging of Jonah by the great fish is the most remembered detail of his 
life, it is addressed in only three verses of the book (1:17; 2:1, 10). Throughout the book, the important theme is how God deals 
compassionately with sinners. Jonah's three-day sojourn in the belly of the fish is mentioned by Jesus as a sign of his own 
death, burial, and resurrection (Mt. 12:39–41). 

September 30 Jerome, Translator of Holy Scripture - Jerome was born in a little village on the Adriatic Sea around the year 
A.D. 345. At a young age he went to study in Rome, where he was baptized. After extensive travels, he chose the life of a monk 
and spent five years in the Syrian desert. There he learned Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament . After ordination at  
Antioch and visits to Rome and Constantinople, Jerome settled in Bethlehem. From the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, 
he used his ability with languages to translate the Bible into Latin, the common language of his time. This translation, called the 
Vulgate, was the authoritative version of the Bible in the western Church world for over 1,000 years. Considered one of the 
great scholars of the early church, Jerome died on September 30, 420. He was originally interred at Bethlehem but his remains 
were eventually taken to Rome. 

 



In Nomine Jesu 

THESIS 4 

I CONFESS that the purpose of music in the church is to bear the living 

voice of the Gospel. 

I DENY that music is present for purely aesthetic reasons or for the    

satisfaction of personal tastes of worshippers or worship leaders.  

What does this mean?  

 Appropriate music and art is based on the church year and is in     

agreement with Lutheran theology. We seek to incorporate all      

elements of worship—including hymns, attendant music, and readings—

into such a cohesive whole. 

 Worship must be thoughtfully prepared and skillfully presented. Lay 

assistants must receive careful guidance and direction before serving in 

services. 

 Although musical styles change, worthiness and craft, skill and suitability 

are qualities consistent with our desire to bring God our very best. 

 The use of the visual and performing arts, in particular the use of   

instruments (brass, bells, winds, strings, etc.) are to be encouraged. 

 The Organ remains the best instrument for one person to lead     

congregational song. The organ was originally a wind instrument which 

breathes like a singer and produces a variety of sounds. The Piano 

provides an excellent alternative to the organ giving pitch, harmonic 

structure, and rhythm to songs. Along with the other pitched        

instruments, it assists in making key changes. 

 A choir’s primary function is the teaching and leading of the           

congregation’s singing of the liturgy and hymns, not performance … 

again, clapping is viewed as worldly and inappropriate. 

 Because our worship is directed to God, the location of the choirs and 

instrumentalists should encourage congregational singing without   

attracting the primary focus to themselves.  

 

THESIS 5 

I CONFESS that worship is catholic (that is, universal). The gathering of 

God’s people around Word and Sacrament reaches across cultural and social 

barriers to transcend both time and space. 

I DENY that worship is defined by the tastes and preferences of an      

individual or group of worshippers. 

What does this mean?  

 Worship will be shaped by the historic liturgical rites of Christendom, 

signifying that we are included in the corporate prayer and praise of the 

church. 

 All services are public worship and will be conducted in accordance 

with the doctrine and practice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod. 

 Following the suggestions and guidelines of the Commission on Theolo-

gy and Church Relations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, lay-

assistants in the liturgy and in sacramental administration will be limited 

to men. Since the reading of Holy Scripture in the Divine Service is 

historically a continuation of the apostolic office, the pericopes will be 

read by the Pastor. In his absence they will be read by his designate. 

 Orientation will be provided on the scriptural principles of the LC-MS 

regarding pulpit and altar fellowship for the sake of genuine Christian 

unity. 

 The celestial dimensions of worship, which unite us with “angels and 

archangels,” should be clearly demonstrated through the selection, 

explanation, and use of appropriate liturgical texts. 

 All rites, ceremonies, and music used in worship will be evaluated  

according to the public teaching of the LC-MS. 

 

THESIS 6 

I CONFESS that the environment of worship should be theologically 

sound, aesthetically pleasing, and spiritually edifying. 

I DENY that art and architecture are neutral factors in a setting for      

worship. 

What does this mean?  

 The architectural setting and artistic elements utilized in our worship 

experiences and environment will conform to Lutheran theology and 

practices.   

 The centrality of Word and Sacrament will always be evident in the 

worship settings of our community—the Altar (or table of the Meal) 

and Pulpit (or table of the Word) are equally prominent, with the  

baptismal Font demonstrating its use as the site of our initiation into 

the Christian community. 

 Christ Triumphant will always be depicted as the incarnate Christ  

crucified in accordance with our Lutheran theology of the cross. 

 The furnishings, including the seating, paraments and vestments, will be 

used to enhance a sense of holy awe, reverent wonder, and spiritual 

adoration. 

 While tastes may vary, only the best will be incorporated into the 

worship life of this community.  

Soli Deo Gloria 
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STEWARDSHIP  

The devil, though defeated by the death,             

resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, remains a very capable and clever foe. He is 

smarter than we are. He’s been watching us and 

taking notes for a very long time. He knows what 

we want, and he knows how to lure us away. And 

he does this by telling us what we want to hear. 

That’s what makes it so difficult.  

To us who are greedy, he says: 

“You are not greedy. You are 

prudent. You are frugal. You are 

a good steward with your   

money. God doesn’t want you 

not to have all the things you 

want. He wants you to be    

happy. He wants you to have 

the latest and greatest toys for 

both young and old.” So if you 

consider yourself to be wise in 

the way of money and finances, 

beware of who just might be 

telling you these things.  

Satan is a liar. He tells us what 

we want to hear. He lures us 

away from repentance and   

confession and faith, so that we 

harden our consciences and place our souls in peril. 

We must not underestimate the enemy. We have all 

taken his bait. We have all failed in this. None of us 

can say that we have fought this temptation to hold 

back with everything we have and won.  

And we must repent. Yes, God wants us to be hap-

py. But this happiness is never at the expense of 

faithfulness. We have a calling. We are a member of 

His family, the church. That relationship places a 

duty upon us: to give a generous proportion of the 

first fruits of the income He provides.  

Only God is true to His Word. Only God is true to 

His promises. His promises never fail. His Word 

endures forever. His mercies are new every    

morning. He is faithful. He provides everything that 

we need. He provides food and clothes, house and 

home, everything that we 

pray for in the fourth       

petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

There are a whole host of 

things that we have that we 

do not need. The question 

that we need to ask our-

selves is whether these have 

come at the expense of our 

faithful, generous proportion 

of the first fruits of our    

income. If they have, then 

we must repent, turning 

away from our selfishness to 

Him who is faithful by giving 

His Son into death so that 

we are reconciled to Him 

and justified in His sight.  

The devil will always tell you what you want to hear. 

But God tells us and gives us what we need to hear. 

With law and gospel, he cuts us to the heart, so that 

we will repent and believe His Word and promises. 

He is faithful. He is good. He will not forsake you, 

or leave you destitute. So believe and trust in Him. 

And you will not only be happy. You will be blessed.  





ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEANUP 

Saturday,  August 20, 2016 
About 30 people  participated in our first AAH Cleanup. Over 40 bags of trash were collected. 

The LWML provided lunch for all the helpers. 

Thanks to all who participated in making the installation of our Pastor such a celebration! 

INSTALLATION SUNDAY 

Sunday,  August 7, 2016 



 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Share First  
Question: Does the New 

Testament teach tithing? 

Answer: The New Testa-

ment teaches full response to 

the love of God in Christ. 

Jesus said that He came not 

to destroy the Law but to 

fulfill it. St. Matthew 5:17. 

Jesus does say that we 

should tithe (St. Matthew 

23:23). But His teaching goes 

beyond the tithe to fulfill a higher law … the law of total 

commitment … the law of LOVE! 

 

GENEROUS GIVING: 

Makes Glad the Heart; 

Lifts the Spirit; 

Fills the Life with Love 

 

We recommend percentage giving to its members as a 

starting place for financial growth in the Lord. We believe 

that regular systematic giving is called for in the New  

Testament living. We urge our members to set aside a 

definite percent of their income to covenant with the 

Lord for this and to ask God to lead us on to total     

commitment. 

My Duty To My Church  
1. My duty is to ATTEND THE CHURCH … Spiritu-

ally alive members go to church … Spiritually dead 

ones don’t. "Thou livest and art dead." (Rev. 3:1) 

2. My duty is to EXTEND THE CHURCH … By visit-

ation and invitation, by friendliness, by caring for new 

converts, by cultivating a missionary vision both at 

home and abroad. 

3. My duty is to DEFEND THE CHURCH … Seven 

great dangers face the church: The infiltration of error 

(2 Tim. 4:3,4); the danger of wrong leadership (2 John 

9); the snare of worldliness; the peril of complacency, 

(Rev. 1:18); the bane of cliquishness, (I Cor. 3:4-8); the 

demon of disaffection. 

4. My duty is to COMMEND THE CHURCH … We 

comment the church by what we are, with consistent 

Christian lives; by what we do, with actions speaking 

louder than words; by what we say...words that are 

gracious, loving, kind, and hence glorifying to our Lord. 


