
What’s Wrong with America—Part 4 

“Grace and peace be yours in abundance,” fellow sojourners! 

This past June I began answering the question “Are you concerned about the direction America seems to be going?” OF COURSE I AM, 

but the family member who first asked me the question was a little surprised by the reasoning behind my answer. What IS wrong with 

America?  

FIRST, a lack of spiritual leadership in so-called “Christian” homes, especially among men. 

SECOND, a lack of obedience manifested in a lack of obedience manifested by lack of commitment. I recently heard someone 

joke, “Why do people change churches? What difference does it make which church you’ll skip on Sunday?” I’ve been asking the 

following question for over 30 years … Why in the world would you belong to something you didn’t support? …no one has  

answered it yet! If you are a Christian and can’t (for other than being homebound or other health reasons) attend the church you 

belong to, at least be honest and find one you can attend. 

THIRD, a lack of Biblical knowledge among Christians. People do not know their Bibles … they don’t know doctrine … and they 

don’t know what their church officially teaches. Their lives are duplicitous and so, for example, they vote for political candidates 

who support abortion, homosexuality and other social evils, not realizing that NOW they have become accessories to both    

murder and immorality. And without sincere repentance, they receive the Lord’s Supper to their own judgment (cf. 1 Corinthians 

11:27-30) 

Last month I began discussing the alarming results of a survey. Over a decade ago, Lutheran Brotherhood (now a part of Thrivent)       

conducted a survey, asking Lutherans some very basic doctrinal questions. In this article I will conclude our examination of the survey   

results from a Biblical and confessional point of view: 

2. “Although there are many religions in the world, most of them lead to the same God.” (67% agreement) 

Many religions are similar in that they would lead their adherents to believe that “God is satisfied if a person lives the best life one can.” 

This is one reason why the Pope can declare to the Muslims that we worship the same God. 

The Christian faith stands out in declaring, “It is not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us by the 

washing of  regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His 

grace we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” Titus 3:5-7. 

People who do not confess Jesus Christ do not have the true God.  “All should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not 

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him”, John 5:23. 

People who do not confess God as revealed in the Bible do not have the true God.  There are not multiple creators but one Creator.  

There are not promises of many saviors, but the one Creator promised one Savior.  What better way for the devil to lead people from the 

Truth then by fabricating counterfeits!  To say different religions (which contradict each other) lead to the same God is to say “none are 

true”.  This statement is no less than unbelief. 

1. “Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior can go to heaven.” (40.3% disagreement) 

The Scripture is very clear on this.   

St. John 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

abides on him.” 

Acts 4:12, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

St. John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
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The Scriptures 

affirm: Romans 

3:28, ‘Therefore 

we conclude that 

a man is justified 

by faith apart 

from the deeds 

of the 

law’ (which says, 

‘Love your 

neighbor”) 

Pastor’s Message [continued] 
Those who do not agree with 

this statement have taken their 

eyes away from “Jesus, the  

author and finisher of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set be-

fore Him, endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of God”, 

Hebrews 12:2. 

They deny that “there is one 

God and one Mediator between 

God and men, the Man Christ 

Jesus who gave Himself a ransom 

for all, to be testified in due 

time”, I Timothy 2:5. 

They cannot fully confess, “God 

was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 

imputing their trespasses to them,” 2 Corinthians 

5:19. 

To disagree that “only those who believe in Jesus 

Christ as their Savior can go to heaven” is a   

failure to believe what Holy Scripture tells us 

of Jesus.  This is a failure to believe Christ 

Himself. “He who believes in the Son has  ever-

lasting life; and he who does not believe the Son 

shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides in 

him”, St. John 3:36. 

The survey answers which a large percentage 

of Lutherans gave come as a misguided notion 

of a pluralistic society in which everyone is 

right.  These answers grow out of a post-

modern culture that tells us there is no truth.  

Every person determines what is right for 

himself.  The Christian must affirm constantly, 

“Thy Word is Truth.”  

These sobering survey results would 

remind us that our pastors should 

never cease proclaiming “the whole 

counsel of God”, lest in failing to preach 

“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” as the 

only hope for humanity our congrega-

tions “have a name that they are alive, 

but are really dead”, Revelation 3:1. 

What shall it profit our people if they 

have healthy self esteem and are very 

active in huge congregations, but they 

do not have saving faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ?  What favor do we do them if we 

flow with the culture, substituting distasteful 

doctrines like original sin and the vicarious 

atonement of Christ for upbeat, positive,   

possibility thinking, and our people go to hell.  

“Preach the Word.  Be ready, in season and out of 

season...”, 1 Timothy 4:1. 

So, what’s wrong with America? In a nut-

shell, it’s people in churches only “PLAYING” 

church. It’s the overwhelming evidence of 

going-through-the-motions “churchianity.” It’s 

spirituality a mile wide and a tenth of an inch 

deep. It’s a mentality that needs to be con-

fronted with its lack of spiritual integrity and 

to then encouraged to be renewed in         

BIBLICALLY based behavior! 

 

[If you do not agree with the positions stated 

here, I ask that you at least consider the    

arguments and put the best construction on 

my actions, my motivation, and my concern to 

be faithful 1) to Scripture and the Confessions, 

2) to my ordination vows, and 3) to fulfill the 

great commission’s goal of “teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you” (St. 

Matthew 28:20). My goal is not division, but 

that we may be united under the teachings of 

our Lord Jesus Christ as taught in Holy     

Scripture and as confessed in the Lutheran 

Confessions.] 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday 

morning … worshiping and studying with you 

… lifting up and exalting our great God with 

you! Come with a smile on your face, a 

bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and 

that friend you personally and intentionally 

invited. Also, bring a joyful, eager attitude to 

be touched by the Living Risen Christ,       

together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitali-

ty and victorious living that comes each time 

we  encounter God’s renewing presence in 

Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you)



Church Happenings …  

 LWML BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 5TH  9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

The LWML ladies will hold their annual bazaar and bake sale Saturday, November 5th, 9am - 2pm at        

Bethlehem.  In addition to handmade items and collectibles, they will offer a delicious lunch along with 

baked goods for sale. There will be outside vendors who bring their talents to share. Spread the word to 

friends and neighbors!  Remember, the proceeds will benefit various projects for Bethlehem and the    

community! Come and support the LWML ladies! 

IT’S FOOTBALL TIME  

AGAIN!! 

The youth are parking cars for 

the Palestine Wildcat football 

games as a fundraiser this year. 

The cost is $2. November 

game date is the 4th.   If you 

would like to help, please see 

Yanneth Harris. 

BETHLEHEM IS PARTICIPATING IN THE ADOPT A 

HIGHWAY PROGRAM SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 

We plan on meeting at the church at 9:00 a.m., to begin the trash 

pickup.  Our part of the highway starts on the loop at Bethlehem 

and ends by First Baptist Church. If you cannot actually walk the 

highways, you can help with dropping off or picking up people 

along the loop and shuttling drinks to the highway crew. 

If you missed a 

Sunday, you 

c an  v i s i t            

Bethlehem’s 

web-site at 

www.belctx.org to hear past       

sermons. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH 
 

Make sure you “fall back” by resetting 

your clocks.  Use that “extra” hour to be 
present in Bible class!  

CHURCH WORK DAY  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

 

We will be painting the trim around the   

church building. Grab your old clothes, 

a paint brush and help out.  For more 

information, please see Jim Broad. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with “Thank You to Our Heroes”.  We served about 25 people.  We 

had lots of food and volunteers! 

You are very appreciated.  Please 

keep our police, firefighters, EMS 

and first responders in your 

prayers. 



 

 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

  During the fish fry on the 15th, we distributed Gospels of John.  We also asked people to sign up any  

prayer requests they might have.  Four people did so; Isabel for financial and health concerns, Bernalinee for 

peace on earth, Henry for successful teeth surgery and Christy for her family.  If you are so moved please 

pray for these folks!  Again, thanks to the congregation for the door offering and their support.  Special 

thanks to all who participated, including the youth and the Social Concerns committee.  Since we are still 

selling fish and French fries, we don’t have a final count on the money we made.  It probably will be around 

$600.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Our next Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will be Saturday, November 19 at 9:00 a.m.  Please come and help us! 

  God has truly blessed our committee, with an enthusiastic group, please continue to pray for his guidance 

and that He would get the glory!  We invite you to come to a meeting, no long term commitment is       

required!  

Four of our young people    

participated in the Paint       

Palestine Pink walk/run on   

October 1st, 2016. Garrett 

Bowden, Christopher Harris 

and MacKenzie Chambers ran 

in the 5K run, and Garrett 

came in first.  Kristen Harris 

and MacKenzie Chambers 

joined in the 1 1/2 K walk/

run.  Great job kids!  We 

raised more than $400 for  

cancer tests locally.  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Cheryl Bailes - [Mary Unk’s daughter] - upcoming foot surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Helen Hooper - [Marjorie Smith’s friend] 

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lori Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister] - lung disease 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville & Cookie Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’]  

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

   
HOMEBOUND   

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Nicki Hightower, Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva 

Kosted, Ardelle Samford,  Dean Sands, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

Isabel for financial and health concerns, Bernalinee for peace on earth, Henry for successful teeth surgery and 

Christy for her family.   
 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

DATE:    November 6, 2016 

TITLE:   "Do You Want This Blessing?"  

TEXT:    Matthew 5:1-12  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus came to bless you; He takes the initiative to reach out to broken lives with His love and help.  

 

DATE:    November 13, 2016 

TITLE:   "The Day of Hope Is Coming!"  

TEXT:    Malachi 4:1-6  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

There is hope when God acts in the midst of our helplessness.  

 

DATE:    November 20, 2016 

TITLE:   "In Christ, Deliverance Is Sure"  

TEXT:    Colossians 1:13-20  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus breaks through into our dark world to bring us light and hope from above.  

 

DATE:    November 27, 2016 

TITLE:   "The Perfect Christmas"  

TEXT:    Galatians 4:4-5  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

The first Christmas was anything but perfect. Then again, if everything had been just as it should be, we wouldn't have 

needed a Savior.  



Gil called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes read.  **Motion by Lea, 2nd by 

Melanie to accept.  Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

VP- Albert- supposed to get started on plaques; need supervision of children.  Four kids      participated in Paint Pal-

estine Pink, not much help at booth. 

Financial Secretary- Lea reported September income $12,208, expenses $11,298; excess $19,095.  CEF balance 

$65,810 & CEF report. 

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances, income report & expenses, budget report for September and year-to-

date.  **Motion by Melanie, 2nd by James to accept financial reports.  Motion carried. 

Elders- James reported no membership changes, average attendance for September 71, for 3rd quarter 73. 

Christian Ed- Melanie reported that more song books were ordered; Christmas Service “To us a Child is Born” will 

be December 18th, have begun practicing songs.  “Higher Things” next summer. 

Evangelism- Jerry discussed Fish Fry, will set up on Wednesday, live ad on KYYK, need sign programmed.  Will 

give out Gospel of John, take prayer requests. 

Stewardship- Steve, no report. 

Property- Jim reported new light on cross out front; have parts for LED sign, will get running. 

Social Concerns- Megan will decorate for Fish Fry; Back the Blue October 20th, 10 am- 6pm, will carry out.  Need 

supplies and helpers.  Potluck Oct. 30th. 

Youth- Yanneth would like to keep kids busy serving; put labels on Gospel of John; made posters and participated 

in Paint Palestine Pink.  Painted chairs in Sunday School rooms to make them brighter.  T-shirt design project; will talk 

to parents about Rent-A-Child to pay for projects.  Trying to get more people involved. 

Pastor- All Saints Day November 6th to include members, family & friends.  Thanksgiving Eve service November 

23rd; Advent- 3 Wednesdays, December Communion schedule 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays.  No Sunday School Christmas 

Day.  Circuit meeting November 17th in Fairfield. Nominated to serve as President-elect of Kiwanis. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Gil talked to Mundt Music about wireless sound system, all new equipment $3,583 plus about $600 to raise floor 

around piano/organ, desk for equipment, total $4,183.  **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Melanie to present to voters for ap-

proval $4,500 for sound system, wireless mics, mixer, speakers,  labor.  Motion carried.  No change to organ speak-

ers.  Would be able to record service, video capable. 

Steve reported $1,190 grant from Oncor; sold 7 lights, remaining 4 will be stored. 

Steve reported $932 cancellation fee to TXU if change electric provider but can lock in lower rate for 3 years, about 

$2,600 in savings.  **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Jim to present to voters paying cancellation fee and change to Discount 

Power, 3 year contract.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Steve mentioned installing 4-6 commercial grade ceiling fans in sanctuary, will check on costs. 

Proposed 2017 Budget of $165,631.72.  **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Lea to present to             voters.  Motion carried. 

**Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with         benediction. 

  

Present:  Gil Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Jerry Hartenberger, Yanneth Harris, Megan Taylor, Steve 

Unk, Lea Rosier, Donna Hughes, Melanie Jackson, James Taylor, Albert Harris, Pastor Adler. 

 

Church Council Meeting - October 11, 2016 



ANNUAL BAZAAR, Saturday, November 5, 2016,  9 am to 2 pm.  Lots of gift ideas 
(handmade items, knickknacks, nice collectibles) PLUS a delicious lunch at 11:00 am, 
soup & sandwich, etc., with dessert, along with baked goods for sale. Set up on      
Thursday, Nov. 3, at 9 am. 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS: We are offering booth space, for a fee of $20, to community crafters to sell 
their items and keep their profits; we will provide table, chairs, electricity if needed, complimentary lunch 
- all indoors. Do you know anyone who makes jewelry; scarves; purses; items made from wood; or 
someone who sells cosmetics, gifts etc.?  Contact Donna Hughes or JoAnn Tugwell.   

Spread the word to friends and neighbors!  We need YOUR support to make this a successful Bazaar. 
The proceeds will benefit various projects for Bethlehem and the community! 

***************************** 

East Texas Zone Fall Rally took place at Faith Lutheran - Corsicana, October 1, 2016. The Bible Study 
was based on Philippians 4:6 – “Do not be anxious about anything” presented by Rev. Joe Mashburn.  
Mark Seeger of the Deaf Ministry of Texas presented a brief talk on their efforts, along with a            
PowerPoint slideshow. There were 7 ladies from Bethlehem in attendance for the day’s activities which 
included a musical interlude, led by Sandy Smith and helpers on pipes (maybe a new career for Sandy), 
and a song entitled “We’ll Be Coming to Albuquerque” (location of 2017 National LWML convention). 
New Zone Officers, President Sharon Sampson and Secretary Valerie Mitchell were elected.  Rev. Dr. 
Jayson Galler of Kilgore conducted the installation.  

Paint Palestine Pink – October 1, was the Annual Walk (to provide mammograms to women and men 
of Anderson County & surrounding areas) with Bethlehem designated as the first “rest stop” on the walk/
run. Several members and friends gave out water and snacks. Thank you for donations for this effort. 

 

LWML Sunday was celebrated on October 2 with the       
banner, Come and See, based on Psalm 66:5, crafted by 
Sandy Smith and helpers. Members of ‘Willing Workers’ as-
sisted as ushers, readers and greeters, along with providing 
flowers for the altar. Thanks to Pastor Adler for tailoring the 
LWML service to fit our format … AND thanks to the        
congregation of Bethlehem for donating a total of $111.69 to 
the LWML Mite Box.  It was a “PURPLE” day!! 

 

LWML  supports the community’s efforts in making donations to “Paint Palestine Pink” and the “Fish 
Fry” (benefiting the Food Bank, Hope Station, Stock Pot and the Crisis Center). 

Kroger Community Rewards:  Please continue to use your Kroger card to support LWML’s efforts. 

Card Fronts --We are continuing to gather card fronts to send another box to the children of St. Jude 
Ranch for their fundraising efforts.   

 Gather all kinds of greeting cards. (Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American     
Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

 Only the card front is required; please trim to 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal,   
written messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in the Garber Hall.  You 
may also drop in untrimmed whole cards and someone will trim them. 

CALENDAR NOTES: 

 Saturday, November 5 – ANNUAL BAZAAR 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Lunch will begin at 11:00. 

 Next LWML Meeting:  Sunday after church on November 13, 2016. 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem. We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month.  

There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major 

fundraiser. 

         Website http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

   

 

 



KIDS KORNER 

Bethlehem youth participate in Paint Palestine Pink: Garrett Bowden won first place in the 5K run,    

Christopher Harris won 6th Place Indy 5K run, and 

Kristen Harris won first place in the 1.5 mile run.  

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED KIDS!  Please submit 

pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 

On Saturday, October 9th, the youth  

painted chairs for the Sunday School 

rooms. Great job!! 



 

Congratulations to Hailee Sheridan, daughter of Kristi & Cleve Vickers 

who was crowned Grapeland's 2016 Peanut Queen.  Hailee plans to attend  

Texas A&M after graduation.  Proud Great-Grandpa is Ken Koehler.  

Congratulations to Kyle and Sara Lawson of Panama City, Florida on the 

birth of their son, Owen Henry Lawson on September 14, 2016.  Proud         

grandparents Tim and Kelly Lawson and Aunt Lana Bowden. Also,          

congratulations to Burl & Debbie Gruetzner on the birth of their new  

granddaughter, Madison Blair Yeager born Oct. 6th, 2016, 6 pounds 

15oz, 20.5"  New parents are David & Julie (Gruetzner) Yeager.  We 

give thanks for these new gifts of life and pray God’s blessings upon this  

family.  “May she who gave you birth rejoice.”  Proverbs 23:25 

Aaron Jackson passed his Eagle Scout board of review and has been awarded Boy Scouting’s highest rank 

of Eagle Scout.  This would not have been possible without the       

participation of so many from Bethlehem for his project at First 

Presbyterian.   

Aaron has 38 merit badges, a Den Chief’s Cord for helping lead a 

Cub Scout Pack for 2 years and is a member of the Order of the 

Arrow Brotherhood.  The Order of the Arrow is the honor society 

of scouting, having been nominated by his fellow scouts. 

The formal Eagle Scout award ceremony will take place here at 

Bethlehem soon. 

My Duty To My Church  
1. My duty is to ATTEND THE CHURCH …        

Spiritually alive members go to church … Spiritually 

dead ones don’t. "Thou livest and art dead." (Rev. 3:1) 

2. My duty is to EXTEND THE CHURCH … By   

visitation and invitation, by friendliness, by caring for 

new converts, by cultivating a missionary vision both at 

home and abroad. 

3. My duty is to DEFEND THE CHURCH … Seven 

great dangers face the church: The infiltration of error 

(2 Tim. 4:3,4); the danger of wrong leadership (2 John 

9); the snare of worldliness; the peril of complacency, 

(Rev. 1:18); the bane of cliquishness, (I Cor. 3:4-8); the 

demon of disaffection. 

4. My duty is to COMMEND THE CHURCH … We 

comment the church by what we are, with consistent 

Christian lives; by what we do, with actions speaking 

louder than words; by what we say...words that are 

gracious, loving, kind, and hence glorifying to our Lord. 



Thanksgiving  Eve 

Worship 

Wednesday, 

November 23,  

7:00 PM 

 

A Home Economics teacher 

posed a problem to her class: 

“Suppose you open the refrig-

erator and find one-half leg of 

lamb, cooked carrots, bacon, 

two lamb chops, cheese, sliced 

tomatoes, milk, eggs, butter, 

lettuce, salad dressing, biscuit 

dough, orange juice, cooked 

asparagus, a pound of ham-

burger, ice cream and three molds of 

gelatin salad. Plan a left-over dinner and 

supper for three persons.” 

Leftovers? Not every refrigerator in our 

land is as heavily laden with leftovers. In 

some of our homes there may not even 

be a refrigerator. But no one can deny 

our bounty - the miracle of goodness 

that daily feeds us. 

Where does it all come from? Does it 

come from our super-genius? Or from a 

chance development of sunshine, rain, 

and soil chemistry? Or from our special 

place of honor in God's favor? 

“The eyes of all look to Thee, and Thou 

givest them their food in due season. Thou 

openest Thy hand, Thou satisfiest the   

desire of every living thing.” (Psalm 

145:15,16) 

Life is not usually tuned to 

a theme of thanksgiving. 

We are more frequently 

tuned to a wave-length of 

griping. But we deserve 

nothing. Anything we have 

beyond nothing is more 

than we deserve - and 

more than enough for 

THANKSGIVING! 

But God not only opens up 

His hand to pour out bless-

ings, He has also opened 

up His heart to pour out love in the gift 

of Christ, our Savior. We are God's 

children now. His mercy endures     

forever. O give thanks to the Lord! 

Once a year, on a very special day, we 

spend an entire day giving the Lord our 

thanks for all that we have received. 

This day is known as Thanksgiving Day. 

Thanksgiving Day began when the peo-

ple known as Pilgrims, who had left Eng-

land in search of religious freedom, gave 

special thanks to God. They had first 

gone to Holland; from there they char-

tered a ship to bring them to America. 

Here they suffered greatly from cold 

weather, disease, and poor food. During 

the first winter, seven times as many 

graves were dug for the dead as there 

were homes built for the living. Only 

fifty-five of one hundred two persons 

lived through the first year. 

Yet on December 13, 1621, after being 

in America a year, the Pilgrims held a 

special day of thanksgiving to thank God 

for all His blessings. This is how the 

custom of a special Thanksgiving Day 

started. We celebrate it every year in 

November. It gives us a special day on 

which to thank God for all his blessings 

to us, though we should also thank Him 

every day. 

But in thanking God, don't forget the 

greatest gift of all. What this gift is, the 

apostle Paul tells us “Thanks be to God 

for His unspeakable gift (Jesus Christ)!”  

As a part of our Thanksgiving wor-

ship this year, we will have a special 

Thanksgiving Eve Service. Join us 

Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:00 

p.m. to thank and worship the Lord on 

this very special occasion. 

For Thanksgiving 



 

The Christian 

Church Calendar 

begins a new 

year in the 

season called 

Advent.  

Advent is “Coming” 
The Christian Church 

Calendar begins a new 

year in the season called 

Advent. Advent  begins 

Sunday, November 27. 

“Advent” means 

“coming” and is the name 

of a 4 week season of the 

Church Year which focus-

es on the coming of Jesus. 

1) He came as a baby to 

be our Savior; 2) He 

comes to us now in Word 

and the          Sacraments; 

and 3) He will come again 

on the Last Day. Advent is 

a season of preparation 

and repentance ... a time 

to get ready. 

Throughout the    sea-

son of Advent and Christ-

mas, the Advent Wreath 

displayed in the Sanctuary 

reminds us of the passing 

of time as we move to-

ward that great Festival 

when we celebrate the 

birthday of our    Savior 

and King!  The 4 Candles 

of the     Advent Wreath 

remind us that we, in the 

Christian Church, are set-

ting aside four Sundays 

before Christmas for 

preparation of God’s gift 

to us in His Son, the Babe 

in the Manger … and this    

Season of Preparation is 

called “Advent”.  

The Advent Wreath is 

a circle, without beginning 

or end, and symbolizes 

the eternity of God. The 

consecutive lighting of the 

4 candles is to remind us 

of the unfolding of His 

plan, step-by-step through 

the centuries, to bring 

Christ into the world. The 

light of the candles re-

minds us that Jesus is The 

Light of the World! The 

candles are named:  

The Prophecy Candle  

The Bethlehem Candle  

The Shepherds’ Candle  

The Angels’ Candle  

SO REJOICE with us 

this Advent  Season in the 

knowledge that the   

promises signified in the 

entire Old Testament 

have been fulfilled in the 

Christ of Bethlehem’s 

Manger.  

 

Three To Get 

Ready 

MIDWEEK ADVENT 

EVENING PRAYER 

SERVICES 

7:00 P.M. 

Wednesdays 

Theme: 

“The Postures 

of Advent” 

November 30 

“On Your Toes” 

  

December 7 

“On Your Knees”  

December 14 

“With Eyes Wide Open” 

What a meaningful prepara-

tion for a Christmas that 

celebrates Jesus as the 

ONLY reason for the Sea-

son.  Join us each Wednes-

day for a our Evening Prayer 

services.   

Let's get the right Spirit of 

CHRISTMASS, and make 

proper preparations for the 

Birthday of our King!  

 

 

“REDEEMER, COME!  

I OPEN WIDE MY 

HEART TO THEE; 

HERE, LORD 

ABIDE!” 

 



STEWARDSHIP  

“O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love 

endures forever” (Psalm 136:1). The love of the 

Lord does endure forever because the Son of God, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, is risen from the dead, lives 

and reigns for all eternity. He was crucified for our 

transgressions, but He is raised and 

lives forever for our justification. We 

are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus.  

 

This is indeed something for which 

we give thanks. We give thanks in our 

prayers. We give thanks in the hymns 

we sing in church. We give thanks by 

talking about it with our friends and 

neighbors and teaching it to our    
children and grandchildren. And we 

give thanks by giving to the church a 

generous, first-fruits portion of the 

income He provides us.  

Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the concrete 

ways in which we thank God for all He has done for 

us. This includes not just what He has done for us 

here in time, but what He does for us for all      

eternity. He provides for all that we need in both 

body and soul. He is more ready to 

give than we are able either to receive 

or even ask. That is who He is. That is 

His character. He is good and His love 

endures forever.  

 

Let us then give thanks in all these 

ways, not in one way or the other. But 

rather in all things, everything that we 

do and say, whether it be in word or 
deed, in prayer and praise, in teaching 

and giving, let us give thanks to God       

for He is good.               

Question: Does the New Testament teach tithing?  

Answer: The New Testament teaches full response to the love of God in Christ. Jesus said 

that He came not to destroy the Law but to fulfill it. (St. Matthew 5:17). 

Jesus does say that we should tithe (St. Matthew 23:23). But His teaching goes beyond the 

tithe to fulfill a higher law … the law of total commitment … the law of LOVE! 

GENEROUS GIVING: 

Makes Glad the Heart; 

Lifts the Spirit; 

Fills the Life with Love 

We recommend percentage giving to its members as a starting place for financial growth in the Lord. We believe that 

regular systematic giving is called for in the New Testament living. We urge our members to set aside a definite     

percent of their income to covenant with the Lord for this and to ask God to lead us on to total commitment. 

GOD’S SHARE FIRST 



 

Why Christians Can’t Be Socialists 
COMMUNISM and SOCIALISM 

Minutes of 

The First German Evangelical Lutheran  

Congregation, U. A. C 

at Saint Louis, Missouri 

 

A STENOGRAPHIC REPORT OF FOUR 

LECTURES DELIVERED, AND BY    

RESOLUTION OF THE CONGREGA-

TION, FIRST PUBLISHED BY 

PROF. C. F. W. WALTHER, D. D. 

 

Translated from the German by Rev. D. 

Simon and published in 1879 by Concor-

dia Publishing House, St. Louis Missouri. 

 

WHY SHOULD AND CAN NO              

REASONABLE MAN, MUCH LESS A     

CHRISTIAN, TAKE PART IN THE EFFORTS 

OF COMMUNISTS AND SOCIALISTS? 

I. Because these efforts are contrary to 

reason, nature and experience for 

1. it is a fact that men are not equal; 

2. it is a fact that men are naturally selfish; 

3. it is a fact that happiness does not consist 

in external advantages: 

4. it is a fact well established by experience, 

that the communists have never attained 

their professed end, and only introduced 

sorrow and suffering. 

II.  Because these efforts are contrary to 

Christianity, for 

1. What is adduced from the Scriptures in 

their favor, either proves nothing, or 

proves the contrary. It is urged: 

a) that according to the Holy Scriptures, 

God gave man the earth and all things in 

the earth for his possession; 

b) that the first congregation at Jerusalem 

had a certain community of goods; 

c) that Christ did not only warn against 

striving after riches, but also command-

ed “Sell that thou hast, and distribute 

unto the poor, and thou shall have 

treasure in heaven: and come, follow 

me.” Luke 18:22 

d) that according to the teachings of Christ, 

the laborers in the vineyard should receive 

equal wages. 

2. The efforts of the socialists and communists 

are in conflict with definite doctrines of 

Christianity, to wit: 

a) the doctrines of personal property, as 

involved in the seventh commandment, 

“Thou shall not steal” and taught         

elsewhere in Scripture; 

b) the doctrine taught in the Fifth           

commandment and in other passages, that 

the government alone has the power of 

the sword; 

c) the doctrine of the sanctity of marriage, as 

set forth in the sixth commandment and 

elsewhere: 

e) the difference recognized in the Bible not 

only 

1) between parents and children, man and 

wife, master and servant, employer and 

employed but also 

2) between rich and poor; 

e) the scriptural doctrine that God would use 

men’s adversities for their spiritual welfare; 

f) the scriptural doctrine that man shall eat 

his bread in the sweat of his face; 

g) the scriptural doctrine, that human      

happiness is not to be sought in this world, 

but in God and in the hope of a recom-

pense and equalization in the world to 

come, and in the hope of eternal life; and 

finally 

h) the scriptural doctrine, that the source of 

all misery in this world, is sin. 

III. Because the charges  o f              

communism against the Church and the 

Christian religion, that these rather    

hinder than promote the material welfare 

of man, are unfounded and unjust, to wit: 

1. the charge that the Church is in league with 

wealth, oppression and tyranny, and 

2. the charge that the Church is incapable of 

relieving human suffering. 

These are the points to be considered, if we, as 

Christians, wish to define our position in regard to 

communism and socialism. 



November 8 - Johann von Staupitz, Luther's Father Confessor  Johann von Staupitz (ca. 1469–1524), vicar-general of 
the Augustinian Order in Germany and friend of Martin Luther, was born in Saxony. He studied at the universities in    
Leipzig and Cologne and served on the faculty at Cologne. In 1503 he was called by Frederick the Wise to serve as dean 
of the theological faculty at the newly founded University of  Wittenberg. There he encouraged Luther to attain a         
doctorate in theology and appointed Luther as his successor to professor of Bible. During Luther's early struggles to    
understand God's grace, it was Staupitz who counseled Luther to focus on Christ and not on himself. 

November 9 - Martin Chemnitz, Pastor and Confessor Martin Chemnitz (1522–1586) is regarded after Martin Luther as 
the most important theologian in the history of the Lutheran Church. Chemnitz combined a penetrating intellect and an 
almost encyclopedic knowledge of Scripture and the church fathers with a genuine love for the church. When various      
doctrinal disagreements broke out after Luther's death in 1546, Chemnitz determined to give himself fully to the           
restoration of unity in the Lutheran Church. He  became the leading spirit and principal author of the 1577 Formula of 
Concord, which settled the doctrinal disputes on the basis of the Scriptures and largely succeeded in restoring unity 
among Lutherans.  Chemnitz also authored the four volume Examination of the Council of Trent (1565–1573), in which 
he rigorously subjected the teachings of this Roman Catholic Council to the judgment of Scripture and the ancient church 
fathers. The Examination became the definitive Lutheran answer to the Council of Trent, as well as a thorough exposition 
of the faith of the Augsburg Confession. A theologian and a churchman, Chemnitz was truly a gift of God to the Church. 

November 11 - Martin of Tours, Pastor Born into a pagan family in what is now Hungary around the year A.D. 316,    
Martin grew up in Lombardy (Italy). Coming to the Christian faith as a young person, he began a career in the Roman 
army. But sensing a call to a church vocation, Martin left the military and became a monk, affirming that he was “Christ's 
soldier.” Eventually, Martin was named bishop of Tours in western Gaul (France). He is remembered for his simple     
lifestyle and his determination to share the Gospel throughout rural Gaul. Incidentally, on St. Martin's Day in 1483, the 
one-day-old son of Hans and Margarette Luther was baptized and given the name “Martin” Luther. 

November 14 - Justinian, Christian Ruler and Confessor of Christ Justinian was emperor of the East from A.D. 527 to 
565 when the Roman Empire was in decline. With his beautiful and capable wife, Theodora, he restored splendor and      
majesty to the Byzantine court. During his reign the Empire experienced a renaissance, due in large part to his ambition,  
intelligence, and strong religious convictions. Justinian also attempted to bring unity to a divided church. He was a    
champion of orthodox Christianity and sought agreement among the parties in the Christological controversies of the day 
who were   disputing the relation between the divine and human natures in the Person of Christ. The Fifth Ecumenical 
Council in Constantinople in A.D. 533 was held during his reign and addressed this dispute. Justinian died in his eighties, 
not accomplishing his desire for an empire that was firmly Christian and orthodox. 

November 19 - Elizabeth of Hungary Born in Pressburg, Hungary, in 1207, Elizabeth was the daughter of King Andrew II 
and his wife Gertrude. Given as a bride in an arranged political marriage, Elizabeth became the wife of Louis of Thuringia 
in Germany at the age of 14. She had a spirit of Christian generosity and charity, and the home she established for her 
husband and three children in the Wartburg Castle at Eisenach was known for its hospitality and family love. Elizabeth 
often supervised the care of the sick and needy and even gave up her bed to a leper at one time. Widowed at the age of 
20, she made provisions for her children and entered into an austere life as a nun in the Order of Saint Francis. Her     
self-denial led to failing health and an early death in 1231 at the age of 24. Remembered for her self-sacrificing ways, 
Elizabeth is  commemorated through the many hospitals named for her around the world. 

November 23 - Clement of Rome, Pastor Clement (ca. A.D. 35–100) is remembered for having established the pattern of 
apostolic authority that governed the Christian Church during the first and second centuries. He also insisted on keeping 
Christ at the center of the Church's worship and outreach. In a letter to the Christians at Corinth, he emphasized the      
centrality of Jesus' death and resurrection: “Let us fix our eyes on the blood of Christ, realizing how precious it is to His  
Father, since it was poured out for our salvation and brought the grace of repentance to the whole world” (1 Clement 
6:31). Prior to suffering a martyr's death by drowning, he displayed a steadfast, Christ-like love for God's redeemed    
people, serving as an inspiration to future generations to continue to build the Church on the foundation of the prophets 
and apostles, with Christ as the one and only cornerstone. 

November 29 - Noah Noah, the son of Lamech (Gen 5:30), was instructed by God to build an ark, in which his family 
would find security from the destructive waters of a devastating flood that God warned would come. Noah built the ark, 
and the rains descended. The entire earth was flooded destroying “every living thing that was on the face of the ground, 
both man and beast” (7:23). After the flood waters subsided, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. When Noah     
determined it was safe, and God confirmed it, he and his family and all the animals disembarked. Then Noah built an al-
tar and offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God for having saved his family from destruction. A rainbow in the sky was 
declared by God to be a sign of His promise that never again would a similar flood destroy the entire earth (8;20). Noah is 
remembered and honored for his obedience, believing that God would do what He said He would. 

 

 



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith. 

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

  
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod 

1515 South Loop 256 

Palestine, Texas 75801-5857 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, would you be so kind to 
simply write “Refused” and then 

place it unopened in your mailbox. 

That way, we’ll be certain to remove 
your name from our mailing list, and 
you will be helping us to use very 

precious resources most wisely. 

Thank You! 
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