
Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

THE BEAUTY OF CHRISTMAS is found in its simplicity and its enormous significance! The angel announces to Joseph: "He will be called  

Immanuel, which means 'God-with-us'" (St. Matthew 1:23). This wonderful Christian message is a personal one. It is extended to you        

personally ... to me personally. God could give us no greater assurance than the fact that He is with us! 

I AM REMINDED EVERY YEAR that Almighty God put Himself into human form to remind me that He is always with me. Immanuel. I can 

know and experience this truth for a fact when I learn to trust Him in all things, in all circumstances, and at all times. Jesus Christ -- Immanuel 

-- never fails me! 

AS I WRITE this column, we are preparing for Advent and Christmas is coming.  Before it’s past history until next year, please allow me to 

share the following: 

“Who made Christmas? God made Christmas. We receive Christmas as God’s gift to us. Yet many people, to the joy of merchants, 

try to make Christmas themselves. The period of Advent is spent in frenzied buying, and Christmas Day is anticipated with fear that 

the presents are not the right size or color, or that they are not expensive enough. We fear that our Christmas tree or our      

celebration is inadequate and frustration sets in, extending to every area of life, even sometimes to the affairs of God. We fear that 

the Church won’t be decorated properly, the programs won’t measure up, and so on. 

“Christmas finds over-tired people foolishly going into debt. Soon these over-tired people are disappointed people. The Holy    

Season becomes an enormous waste of human energy and money with very little satisfaction. 

“Why not let God make Christmas? Why not make Christmas Eve “silent night, holy night” as suggested in the hymn? Why not 

listen to the words of peace that the angels recommend at the crib? Why not for the four weeks of Advent relax, enjoy, and      

anticipate the goodness of our God that is coming? Frenzied Christmas can become a Holy Night if we let God do His work and if 

we realize that we do not make Christmas, Jesus makes Christmas. Let God take the lead. Spend Advent watching the mystery  

unfold and co-operate with that mystery. 

PEGGY and I want to extend to you our heartiest Christmas greetings. May God richly bless you in this special season of the year. I cannot 

begin to tell you what a deep joy and privilege it is to serve you as Pastor of this wonderful congregation. My life and the lives of my family are 

deeply enriched through the relationships we share. You are very special to us and we count it as one of God's blessings to be at Bethlehem. 

You are the objects of our prayers and best wishes this Christmas. 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON BRINGS THE POTENTIAL OF MORE VISITORS to our worship services and Bible Class. It is so kind and helpful 

if members of the church go out of their way to meet these new potential friends. I hope you truly realize how blessed we are with the   

wonderful people who make up this church family. There is a hurting world out there that needs to be touched by Jesus through us! 

ALSO, AS TOGETHER WE MOVE TOWARD A NEW YEAR …  2017 … like me, you may be setting some important resolutions and goals 

for yourself and your family. As you think about the magnificent gift God is setting before you: 12 terrific months; 52 exciting weeks; 365  

tremendous days; 8,760 fantastic hours; do not overlook those resolutions that honor God and become an expression of personal faith and 

commitment to Him. Remember the importance of worship and Holy Communion attendance; and the significance of group Bible Study on 

Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday evenings; the essential to serve others through lay-ministry of the church; and the outstanding opportu-

nities we have to graciously invite another friend or family to join us in faith and fellowship at Bethlehem. Make these matters a part of your 

2017 New Year’s resolutions. God will bless the intentions of your faith! 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our great God with you! 

Come with a smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. Also, 

bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by the Living Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living 

that comes each time we  encounter God’s renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you)
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 



Church Happenings …  

BETHLEHEM’S HOLIDAY DINNER 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  -   AFTER THE DIVINE SERVICE 

Please join us for our annual Holiday Dinner.  This year will be a pot luck so bring your favorite holiday 

dish to share.  See Megan Taylor for how you can help with food, decorating and clean-up. 

CHILI FRIDAY  

JANUARY 27TH 2017 

Mark your calendars...Chili Friday is January 27th. This is a great time to invite the  

community to come eat our chili.  More to come!! CHILI FRIDAY Silent Auction items 

are being collected.  If you have any craft items, appliances, artwork or anything that we 

can auction off let Donna know.  

 

 

   

If you missed a Sunday, you can 

visit Bethlehem’s web-site at 

www.belctx.org to hear past       

sermons. 

         CHRISTMAS  POINSETTIAS 
  

We have ordered 20 red          

poinsettias to decorate our chancel 

at Christmas. A sign-up sheet is 

posted in the narthex and the cost 

is $10 each.  Your help in providing 

this decoration is  appreciated. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 18TH 

 The words of Isaiah 9 help us reflect on the promise God the Father fulfilled through the 

birth of His Son, a gift to us, that we may become the children of God.  Come worship 

with the children as they present “To Us a Child is Born.” Practice will be held after Divine 

Service November 27th, December 4th and 11th.  Dress rehearsal is Saturday, December 

17th at 10 AM. 

 

ALASKA TRIP SEPTEMBER 2017 

Ray and Donna Hughes are looking at an 11-12 day cruise and train/land 

tour in Alaska September 2017.    What an exciting way to experience the 

wonder of God’s majestic world! Are you interested in joining us??  



 “BIG THANK YOU” to all who supported our ANNUAL BAZAAR on Sat, 
Nov. 5. Even though it was raining off and on, we had many happy visitors,  
including 6 vendors who rented booths to sell their wares (jewelry, wood items, 
quilts/pot holders, stained glass, collectibles). Great publicity, many handmade 
crafts, delicious baked goods, a tasty lunch with all the trimmings.  

Thanks to the congregation for attending, the helpers who set up Luther Hall, 
those who assisted visitors during the sale, prepared and served lunch,       

everyone who pitched in to do whatever was needed, those who were there to help take down and 
pack up – all worked hard (and had fun) making the Bazaar a successful fundraiser.  

 

Our LWML made donations this month to the Deaf Youth Ministry and to Lutheran Braille 
Workers, thanks in part to our successful Bazaar this year! 

What are Blessing Bags?  Large Ziploc bags filled with small items (snacks, first aid items, 
socks, gloves, personal items, etc.) to give to those on the streets.  Watch for more info. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 Wed., Nov. 30, LWML will provide the Advent Meal (see Jo Ann Tugwell for signup 
sheet). 

 LWML Workday on Sat., Dec. 3 - to organize our meeting room, 9:00 am. 

 Dec. 4, after church - Holiday Dinner for all members (see Donna Hughes or Jo Ann 
Tugwell for signup sheet). 

 LWML “Fun Day” planned for Sat., Dec. 10, “Catfish Row” in Jacksonville; meet here at 
9:30 am and carpool. 

 Next LWML Meeting:  Sunday, Dec. 11, after church. 

 Getting ready for “Chili Friday,” 4
th
 Friday in January (the 27

th
).  This church-wide effort  

will require two individuals who will co-chair this event, along with many volunteers.  Be 
ready to sign up! 

Kroger “Community Rewards” Program.  LWML uses these funds for various projects.  We      
appreciate all of you who use your card as you check out. 

CARD FRONTS  Look for the collection box in Garber Hall.  Christmas is coming – time to send out 
holiday wishes to friends and loved ones.  As you prepare, there may be cards you don’t use. Why 
not take a few moments to trim those cards and those that are stuck away in shoeboxes, drawers or 
closets!  

Gather all kinds of greeting cards. (Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American  

Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or 
smaller. Make sure there are no personal, written messages on the front or the back.  Place them 
into the collection box in Garber Hall.  (OR you may bring whole cards and someone will trim them.)   
Help fill another box to send to St. Jude Ranch for their fundraising effort! 

                            

Each woman who is a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is invited to attend our meetings, usually 
held after church on the second Sunday of the month.  No need to be a member in order to participate in any 
of our activities. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. Our major 
fundraising event is the Annual Bazaar. 

  Web site http://lwmltxdist.org                               Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

 



 

The Christian 

Church Calendar 

begins a new 

year in the 

season called 

Advent.  

Advent 
The Christian Church 

Calendar began a new 

year in the season called 

Advent on  Sunday, No-

vember 27. 

“Advent” means 

“coming” and is the name 

of a 4 week season of the 

Church Year which focus-

es on the coming of Jesus. 

1) He came as a baby to 

be our Savior; 2) He 

comes to us now in Word 

and the          Sacraments; 

and 3) He will come again 

on the Last Day. Advent is 

a season of preparation 

and repentance ... a time 

to get ready. 

Throughout the    sea-

son of Advent and Christ-

mas, the Advent Wreath 

displayed in the Sanctuary 

reminds us of the passing 

of time as we move to-

ward that great Festival 

when we celebrate the 

birthday of our    Savior 

and King!  The 4 Candles 

of the     Advent Wreath 

remind us that we, in the 

Christian Church, are set-

ting aside four Sundays 

before Christmas for 

preparation of God’s gift 

to us in His Son, the Babe 

in the Manger … and this    

Season of Preparation is 

called “Advent”.  

The Advent Wreath is 

a circle, without beginning 

or end, and symbolizes 

the eternity of God. The 

consecutive lighting of the 

4 candles is to remind us 

of the unfolding of His 

plan, step-by-step through 

the centuries, to bring 

Christ into the world. The 

light of the candles re-

minds us that Jesus is The 

Light of the World! The 

candles are named:  

The Prophecy Candle  

The Bethlehem Candle  

The Shepherds’ Candle  

The Angels’ Candle  

SO REJOICE with us 

this Advent  Season in the 

knowledge that the   

promises signified in the 

entire Old Testament 

have been fulfilled in the 

Christ of Bethlehem’s 

Manger.  

 

Three To Get 

Ready 

MIDWEEK ADVENT 

EVENING PRAYER 

SERVICES 

7:00 P.M. 

Wednesdays 

Theme: 

“The Postures 

of Advent” 

November 30 

“On Your Toes” 

  

December 7 

“On Your Knees”  

December 14 

“With Eyes Wide Open” 

What a meaningful prepara-

tion for a Christmas that 

celebrates Jesus as the 

ONLY reason for the Sea-

son.  Join us each Wednes-

day for a our Evening Prayer 

services.   

Let's get the right Spirit of 

CHRISTMASS, and make 

proper preparations for the 

Birthday of our King!  

 

 

“REDEEMER, COME!  

I OPEN WIDE MY 

HEART TO THEE; 

HERE, LORD 

ABIDE!” 

 



 

The Christian Use of the Christmas Tree 
The Christmas Tree can be used 

in association with Christ and His 

birthday. Martin Luther was one of 

the first to use the Christmas tree 

as a home decoration. While on a 

walk one Christmas Eve, he noticed 

an evergreen tree shining in the 

moonlight. He couldn’t forget the 

beautiful picture. He returned home 

with the evergreen tree and deco-

rated it with shining candles. He 

told his children that this tree 

should remind them of the bright-

ness of Christmas and its message 

of the Savior’s birth. The world 

would have been in eternal dark-

ness without Christ, its light.  

THE TREE-In the Bible the tree is both a 

symbol of man’s sin and his Savior from sin. 

Let your Christmas tree remind you of this. 

With a tree whose fruit was forbidden, the 

devil overcame Adam and Eve. They listened 

to the devil and brought sin and death into 

the world. It was by a tree, the wooden 

cross of Calvary, that the Savior Jesus over-

came the devil, sin, death, and hell. He suf-

fered and died in our place and for the sins 

of the whole world. Thus God’s first Christ-

mas Gift was hung on the tree of the cross.  

ITS LIGHT-Jesus, the Light of the world, 

came to give light to those who live in 

darkness and in the shadow of death. He 

came to guide our feet in the way of 

peace.  

DECORATIONS-These should remind 

you of the beauty of the crown of ever-

lasting life, received through faith in the 

Christ Child, our Savior.  

EVERGREEN TREES-Evergreen trees 

are always green. So faith and trust in Je-

sus should flourish in every condition of 

life. “He that spared not His own 

Son . . . shall freely give us all 

things” (Romans 8:38,39). 

A DEPOSITORY FOR GIFTS-Christmas 

gifts are proper if they remind the giver and 

receiver both of God’s great Christmas gift. 

“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord” (Romans 6:23). “If God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 

John 4:11). Explain this to your family and 

add to their Christmas joy.  

A CHRISTMAS TREE WILL DIE-Cut 

off from its source of nourishment, your 

Christmas tree will soon be lifeless. The 

needles will soon begin to brown and dry. 

After Christmas the tree will be thrown out 

and burned. Let this remind you that those 

whose faith is not regularly nourished with 

the Word of God and the Sacraments will 

eventually become spiritually dead. Theirs is 

a tragic burning which is eternal (Matthew 

7:17-19).  

THE STAR AT THE TOP-A star, fre-

quently topping a Christmas Tree. Let it 

remind you that in Christ, God has sent His 

Light to the world. As the Magi of old were 

led to the Christ-Child by the Star, remem-

ber to follow His Light in your journey heav-

enward (Matthew 2:1,2).  

THE ANGEL AT THE TOP- The angel, 

is another frequently used tree topping, 

should remind you of the announcement of 

the angel to the shepherds: “Fear not, for I 

bring good tidings of great joy . . . for unto 

you is born . . . a Savior, Christ the 

Lord” (Luke 2:10,11).  

REMINDED AGAIN-Again, this Christ-

mas, let the Tree remind you of God’s great 

love for you! Make Jesus your greatest 

Christmas joy. Believe in Jesus, true God, 

Who became man so that He might be our 

Savior.  

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, 

Shall come to you, O Israel!”  



A Brokxn Kxy 
Evxn though my typxwritxr is an old modxl, it works 

quitx wxll xxcxpt for onx of the kxys. I havx many timxs 

wishxd that it workxd pxrfxctly. 

It is trux that thxrx arx forty-onx kxys that function wxll 

xnough, but just onx kxy not working makxs thx dif-

fxrxncx. 

Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that our church is somxthing 

likx my typxwritxr -- not all thx kxy pxoplx arx working 

propxrly. 

As onx of thxm, you may say to yoursxlf, "Wxll, I am only 

onx pxrson, I don't makx or brxak thx church." 

But it doxs makx a big diffxrxncx, bxcasx a church, to bx 

xffxctivx, nxxds thx activx participation of xvxry pxrson. 

So, thx nxxt timx your xfforts arx not nxxdxd vxry much, 

rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to yoursxlf, "I am a kxy 

pxrson in thx congrxgation and I am nxxdxd vxry much." 

God First 
God early promised joy as a reward of squaring our ac-

counts with Him (Deuteronomy 12:6-7). Paul commanded 

his church at Philippi to rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 

4:4). True Christian Living can only be experienced when 

we are living as Christ directs our doing. Is your supply of 

Christian joy running low? Check your responses: Are 

you giving enough time to His Service? Are you using 

Your Spiritual gifts for His Kingdom (do you know what 

they are)? Is your stewardship of money on a basis where 

He can lead you nearer to His will for you?  

We believe that regular systematic giving is called for in 

the New Testament living. We recommend percentage 

giving as one more medium by 

which we tie into the joy of our 

Lord. We urge our members to set 

aside a definite percent of their in-

come to covenant with the Lord for 

this and to ask God to lead us on to 

total commitment.  

You are invited to join us for our "Candlelight and 

Carol Festival" on Christmas Eve, December 24 at 

7:00 P.M.  

Come and share in the beautiful moment at the end of 

these services when we light our candles to symbolize 

the Light of Life and Salvation coming into our world in 

Jesus!   

All of our candles, together with the light of the Christ-

mas Trees and Advent Wreath, turns our Sanctuary into 

a warm glowing reminder of God's love and Peace … 

what a "Silent Night, Holy Night" wonder!   

Why not invite your friends 

and neighbors to experience 

this most glorious of nights?  

Our Christmas Day Ser-

vice (with Holy Communion) 

is at our regular Sunday Wor-

ship time: 10:15 AM 

May this Christmas be a time 

for you to rejoice in the gift 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ!   

Christmas Services  



KIDS KORNER 

Kristen &  Christopher Harris made the all  "A" honor roll at PJHS. In addition, 

Christopher got first place and Kristen got 2nd Place at the Henderson County 3-D 

Archery Tournament  

The youth also visited Cartmell Nursing Home and Assisted Living Facility on     

November 20th.  They spent quality time with the residents and both blessed and 

received a blessing in return. 

 

 

 

 

 

BATTERIES need re-charging; 

CLOCKS need re-winding; 

FIRES need re-fueling; 

CARS need re-filling; 

and our FAITH needs re-strengthening!! 

Jesus commissioned His church to go and make disciples by baptizing and TEACHING those       

disciples to obey everything … Disciples have NEVER “arrived” and will be in the learning mode 

throughout eternity! 

“We should fear and love God that we may not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred 

and gladly hear and learn it.” (Luther) 

God instituted the Office of Pastor because we need our Pastor to teach us to properly understand 

and apply God’s Word…Why not avail yourself to his training and years of study? 

Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…” 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED KIDS!  Please submit 

pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 

“WHY DO WE ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER TO ATTEND 
BIBLE STUDY IN ADDITION TO WORSHIP?” 



RENT - A -YOUTH 
 PROJECT /FUNDRAISER 

 
Do you have some snow shoveling (well, maybe not this year) yard 
work or spring cleaning that needs to be done?  

 How  about technology mentoring, child care, painting, planting, raking, 
mowing,  window  washing,  decorating  Christmas  trees, putting  up 
Christmas   decorations  or  help   getting  ready  for  a  garage sale?  
You name it, we have someone  who  can  do  it!   BLC Youth group 
are ready, willing and able to do any and all odd jobs.  

This project provides an opportunity for middle and high school students, (grades 6 through 12), to assist 
older adults in completing routine light-duty household chores. However the goal of the Rent-A-
Youth project is not only to get an important job done, or to assist young people in acquiring a valuable 
sense of responsibility and self -confidence, but also to foster fellowship between older adults and the youth 
in our church. 

 

If you have a job that you’d like to have done, please fill out this form and drop it by the office or give to  
Yanneth Harris. This fundraiser will be operating From November thru May  

Please specify the type of work, how many people you want, how long you think it will take, and when you 
would like to have it done (please give at least 1 week  notice, but the further ahead the better.)  

Rent-A-Youth Coordinator: Yanneth Harris email: yatoruiz@yahoo.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Rent-A-Youth Worker Request 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

Description of job: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

 Number of workers needed: __________     

Tentative Project Start Date: ____________________ Confirmed Project Start Date___________________ 

Tentative Project Completion Date: _______________ Confirmed Project Completion Date: _____________ 

Workers assigned to this project: ________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Youth Director Name/Signature: _________________________/_________________________  

Parent Name/Signature:  _________________________/________ 



How are Christians to honor God’s gift of life in a world of constantly-changing medical technology, physician-

assisted suicide laws, and health insurance and financial constraints? The upcoming Lutheran Church–Missouri Syn-

od (LCMS) Texas District Circuit #14 Retreat will attempt to offer some answers under the theme “Aging and 

Dying Well IN Christ Jesus: End-of-Earthly-Life Issues and Ministry”. All are welcome to attend and participate in 

the discussion. 

The retreat will be held Saturday, February 4, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m., at Bethlehem Ev. Lutheran 

Church in Palestine, Texas. The speaker will be The Rev. Dr. Robert W. Weise, Professor Emeritus of Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. The Rev. Dr. Weise has degrees in education, zoology, and theology and holds the 

only position of its kind among Lutheran seminaries in North America, focusing on the relationship between the-

ology and the life sciences. 

The Rev. Dr. Weise has titled the day’s four sessions as follows: “Aging IN Christ: A Life 

of Fruitful Labor and Service”, “Dying Well IN Christ Jesus: The Tension”, “Physician-

Assisted Suicide: Not A Picking and Choosing”, and “Always to Care and Take Care: 

Bearing the Burden”. He anticipates using case studies to introduce each theme and ad-

dressing practical questions that clergy and laity alike face as they deal with family-

members’ and their own aging and deaths. 

The Circuit #14 retreats are always informative and well worth the time. Registration is  

$20 per person and includes abundant refreshments and a delightful and hearty lunch. 

Advance registration through your local congregation is preferred, with a deadline of 

Saturday, January 28, in order to give those preparing the food (the Bethlehem LWML) 

the best possible idea of how many will attend, but registrations will also be taken at the 

door, usually beginning at 8:30 a.m. More information is available from your local pastor or the Circuit #14 Visi-

tor, the Rev. Dennis J. Bragdon, by phone (979-966-2242) or email (djb78945@gmail.com). 

Circuit #14 of the Texas District of the LCMS is comprised of twelve East Texas LCMS congregations, with wor-

ship sites as far north as Hawkins-Holly Lake, as far East as Nacogdoches, as far south as Lufkin, and as far west as 

Corsicana. 

The retreat’s banner graphic was adapted from an uncredited image found online.  

Thanks go to Carla Adsit for composing the graphic. 

Rev. Dr. Robert W. Weise  



STEWARDSHIP  

Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under 

your Christmas tree will wear out. It will break or 

go out of style. This fact was there, somewhere, in 

the back of your mind even as you bought them, but 

you bought them anyway. For you love the person 

you bought them for, you wanted to 

see that look of joy it brings to their 

face. 

 

So also God gives to you. But greater. 

What He gives will never wear out, 

break down, or go out of style. For 

what He gives is His eternal and only-

begotten Son, wrapped in your flesh, 

and placed upon the tree of the 
Cross. He gives His Son for you. He 

gives that you may have everlasting 

joy. He gives because He loves you. 

This is why the Word became flesh to dwell among 

you. 

 

And that is who is given to you. The Word who is 

God yet was with God from all eternity. The Word 

through whom all things were made. The Word 

who is the only-begotten Son of the Father, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, being of 

one substance with His Father. The One who called 

all things into existence, the One who spoke to  

Moses from the bush that burned yet was not    

consumed, the One whose glory filled the          

tabernacle to dwell among His people, God Himself, 

has taken on your flesh. 

 

Even though the Word is made flesh, even though 

God became Man, His Divinity is not lessened. His 

Divinity is not changed. His Divinity remains, pure 

and unchanging, but your flesh, your human nature, 

is exalted. Your flesh and humanity is assumed into 

God. God became man so that you would become 

like unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, 

without death. 

 

And so it is that the Son given to you 

wrapped in your flesh is placed upon 

the tree of the Cross. And no tree 

was ever adorned more beautifully. Its 

ornaments were nothing less than the 

Blood of God, poured out as an   

atoning sacrifice for your sins. Its    

garland the Body of God, hanged in 

death that you may have life. Its light 

the incarnate Light of the world, 
strung up to call you and all men unto 

Himself, to enlighten you, to make you 

His own. He gives you HIs life, He 

gives you joy and peace—peace with God in heaven 

and peace with one another on earth. 

 

And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus  

places another gift for you upon the Altar. It is the 

Fruit of the Cross, His crucified and risen, living 

Body and Blood, the Fruit of the Tree of Life, 

wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills 

you with His Glory. He makes your mouths and 

your hearts His manger. He abides in you and you in 

Him. 

 

The Word became flesh to be placed under the 

Cross for you. You are forgiven. This is why we 

give. We give because He has first given to us. And 

just as it was a joy for Him to give all He had to us. 

It is a joy for us to give to one another and His 

church so that this message of forgiveness, life, and 

salvation may be proclaimed.  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

Carson Taylor - seizures 

FRIENDS: 

Cheryl Bailes - [Mary Unk’s daughter] - upcoming foot surgery 

Gary Enders - [Donna Hughes’ brother] 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Helen Hooper - [Marjorie Smith’s friend] 

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Joan Mosley - [Hughes’ friend]  

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lori Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister] - lung disease 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville & Cookie Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’]  

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

   
HOMEBOUND   

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Nicki Hightower, Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva 

Kosted, Ardelle Samford,  Dean Sands, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

OTHER – Roy and Connie Eppeland - hunting accident 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



  
Gil called the meeting to order. Pastor opened with devotion and prayer. Minutes were read. **Motion by Melanie, 2nd by 

Albert to accept. Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

VP- Albert reported plaques should be mounted next week. Working on plans for campout in March. 

Financial Secretary- Mary Lou reported October income $12,085, expenses $12,836. Excess $18,345. CEF balance $65,650 & 

CEF report. 

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances, income report, budget report for October and year-to-date. **Motion by Mela-

nie, 2nd by Albert to accept financial reports. Motion carried. 

Elders- James reported average attendance for October was 74, no membership changes. 

Christian Education- Melanie reported there are 2 more Midweek classes before Thanksgiving and Advent. Kids are practicing 

chimes. Planning a fundraiser for Higher Things. 

Evangelism- Jerry reported Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will be November 19th, 9 am; getting more signs made to put along high-

ways.  Fish Fry went well, don’t have total but profit to be split between 4 local agencies. Looking at ways Bethlehem can help re-

spond to a Disaster. Want to get out into community more, maybe plan VBS at apartment complex with Christian Education com-

mittee. 

Stewardship- Steve reported estimated savings on electric bill $2,500 in next 3 years, 4.2₡ per KWH. Received rebate of $1,190 

on Luther Hall light project, sold 7 lights @ $50 each. 

Property- Jim reported workday Saturday November 12th, will paint trim.         

Social Concerns- Donna reported we fed about 20 people at Back the Blue. 

Youth- Yanneth reported on Rent-A-Youth fundraiser from November to May. Movie night; will visit nursing homes after 

church on November 20th, sing and deliver goody bags. 

Pastor reported Advent services begin November 27th; Chili Friday, need to think about recipient for proceeds, Kiwanis could 

help with ticket sales, ask for Thrivent $. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Built-up area by piano/organ should be completed soon; sound system to be installed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Need way to keep trucks out of parking lot. 

 **Motion by Mary Lou, 2nd by Jerry to adjourn. Motion carried. Pastor closed with benediction. 

Present: Gil Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Jerry Hartenberger, Yanneth Harris, Steve Unk, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Donna Hughes, Melanie 

Jackson, James Taylor, Albert Harris, Pastor Adler.    

 

Church Council Meeting - November 8, 2016 



 

 

Brookshire’s Food Store 

and  

Palestine Kiwanis Club 

Spirit of Christmas Food Drive 

Help us Provide Christmas Dinner 

For Needy Families in our Community 

Purchase a Food Bag and Drop it in the Bin 

Donate Canned Goods and Contribute Money 

To Help us Take care of our Own 

 

Our Club’s Focus is Improving the Lives of  

The Children in our Community 

Call us at (903) 948-1290 - New Members Welcome 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 
 

DATE:    December 4, 2016 

TITLE:   "Wait Until He Comes!"  

TEXT:    Isaiah 11:1-10 

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

A broken world waits, yearns, and hopes for restoration. Jesus has already done everything to make that restoration a 

reality.  

DATE:    December 11, 2016 

TITLE:   "Let the Adventure Begin"  

TEXT:    Isaiah 35:1-10 

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

In Christ, all of life is an adventure, one that is full of His promise and hope.  

DATE:    December 18, 2016 

TITLE:   "Peace On Earth, Peace That Lasts"  

TEXT:    St. Matthew 1:18-25  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

What is the key to real and lasting peace on earth? Jesus, God with us.  

DATE:    December 25, 2016 

TITLE:   "What We Really Want"  

TEXT:    Galatians 4:4-5 

SPEAKER:  Emeritus Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus  

What do you want this Christmas? Jesus is God's greatest gift to a sinful world.  



December 4 - John of Damascus - John (ca. 675–749) is known as the great compiler and summarizer of the orthodox faith and the last 

great Greek theologian. Born in Damascus, John gave up an influential position in the Islamic court to devote himself to the Christian faith. 

Around 716 he entered a monastery outside of Jerusalem and was ordained a priest. When the Byzantine emperor Leo the Isaurian in 726 

Issued a decree forbidding images (icons), John forcefully resisted. In his Apostolic Discourses he argued for the legitimacy of the veneration of 

images, which earned him the condemnation of the Iconoclast Council in 754. John also wrote defenses of the orthodox faith against          
contemporary heresies. In addition, he was a gifted hymn-writer (“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”) and contributed to the liturgy of the 

Byzantine churches. His greatest work was the Fount of Wisdom which was a massive compendium of truth from previous Christian           

theologians, covering practically every conceivable doctrinal topic. John's summary of the orthodox faith left a lasting stamp on both the Eastern 

and Western churches.  

December 6 - Nicholas of Myra, Pastor - Of the many saints commemorated by the Christian Church, Nicholas (d. A.D. 342) is one of 

the best known. Very little is known historically of him, although there was a church of Saint Nicholas in Constantinople as early as the sixth 

century. Research has affirmed that there was a bishop by the name of Nicholas in the city of Myra in Lycia (part of Turkey today) in the fourth 

century. From that coastal location, legends about Nicholas have traveled throughout time and space. He is associated with charitable giving in 

many countries around the world and is portrayed as the rescuer of sailors, the protector of children, and the friend of people in distress or 

need. In commemoration of “Sinte Klaas” (Dutch for Saint Nicholas, in English “Santa Claus”), December 6 is a day for giving and receiving gifts 

in many parts of Europe. 
December 7 - Ambrose of Milan, Pastor and Hymn-writer - Born in Trier in A.D. 340, Ambrose was one of the four great Latin    

Doctors of the Church (with Augustine, Jerome, and Gregory the Great). He was a prolific author of hymns, the most common of which is 

Veni, Redemptor gentium (“Savior of the Nations, Come”). His name is also associated with Ambrosian Chant, the style of chanting the ancient 

liturgy that took hold in the province of Milan. While serving as a civil governor, Ambrose sought to bring peace among Christians in Milan who 

were divided into quarreling factions. When a new bishop was to be elected in 374, Ambrose addressed the crowd, and someone cried out, 

“Ambrose, bishop!” The entire gathering gave their support. This acclaim of Ambrose, a 34-year-old catechumen, led to his baptism on      

December 7, after which he was consecrated bishop of Milan. A strong defender of the faith, Ambrose convinced the Roman emperor Gratian 

in 379 to forbid the Arian heresy in the West. At Ambrose's urging, Gratian's successor, Theodosius, also publicly opposed Arianism. Ambrose 

died on Good Friday, April 4, 397. As a courageous doctor and musician he upheld the truth of God's Word.  

December 13 - Lucia, Martyr - One of the victims of the great persecution under the Roman emperor Diocletian, Lucia met her death at 

Syracuse on the island of Sicily in the year A.D. 304, because of her Christian faith. Known for her charity, “Santa Lucia” (as she is called in 
Italy) gave away her dowry and remained a virgin until her execution by the sword. The name Lucia means “light,” and, because of that, festivals 

of light commemorating her became popular throughout Europe, especially in the Scandinavian countries. There her feast day corresponds with 

the time of year when there is the least amount of daylight. In artistic expression she is often portrayed in a white baptismal gown, wearing a 

wreath of candles on her head.  

December 17 - Daniel and the Three Young Men - Daniel the prophet and the Three Young Men—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—

were among the leaders of the people of Judah who were taken into captivity in Babylon. Even in that foreign land they remained faithful to the 

one true God in their piety, prayer, and life. On account of such steadfast faithfulness in the face of pagan idolatry, the Three Young Men were 

thrown into a fiery furnace, from which they were saved by the Lord and emerged unharmed (Daniel 3). Similarly, Daniel was thrown into a pit 

of lions, from which he also was saved (Daniel 6). Blessed in all their endeavors by the Lord—and in spite of the hostility of some—Daniel and 

the Three Young Men were promoted to positions of leadership among the Babylonians (Dan 2:48–49; 3:30; 6:28). To Daniel in particular the 
Lord revealed the interpretation of dreams and signs that were given to King Nebuchadnezzar and King Belshazzar (Daniel 2, 4, 5). To Daniel 

himself the Lord gave visions of the end times.  

December 19 - Adam and Eve  - Adam was the first man, made in the image of God and given dominion over all the earth (Gen 1:26). Eve 

was the first woman, formed from one of Adam's ribs to be his companion and helper (2:18–24). God placed them in the Garden of Eden to 

take care of the creation as his representatives. But they forsook God's Word and plunged the world into sin (3:1–7). For this disobedience 

God drove them from the Garden. Eve had to suffer the pain of childbirth and be subject to Adam; Adam had to toil amid thorns and thistles 

and return to the dust of the ground. Yet God promised that the woman's Seed would crush the serpent's head (3:8–24). Sin had entered 

God's perfect creation and changed it until God would restore it again through Christ. Eve is the mother of the human race, while Adam is              

representative of all humanity and the Fall, as St. Paul writes, “For in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22).  

December 20 - Katharina von Bora Luther  - Katharina von Bora (1499–1552) was placed in a convent when still a child and became a 

nun in 1515. In April 1523 she and eight other nuns were rescued from the convent and brought to Wittenberg. There Martin Luther helped 
return some to their former homes and placed the rest in good families. Katharina and Martin were married on June 13, 1525. Their marriage 

was a happy one and blessed with six children. Katharina skillfully managed the Luther household, which always seemed to grow because of his 

generous hospitality. After Luther's death in 1546, Katharina remained in Wittenberg but lived much of the time in poverty. She died in an  

accident while traveling with her children to Torgau in order to escape the plague.  

December 29 - David  - David, the greatest of Israel's kings, ruled from about 1010 to 970 B.C. The events of his life are found in 1 Samuel 

16 through 1 Kings 2 and in 1 Chronicles 10—29. David was also gifted musically. He was skilled in playing the lyre and the author of no less 

than 73 psalms, including the beloved Psalm 23. His public and private character displayed a mixture of good (for example, his defeat of the 

giant Goliath, 1 Samuel 17) and evil (as in his adultery with Uriah's wife, followed by his murder of Uriah, 2 Samuel 11). David's greatness lay in 

his fierce loyalty to God as Israel's military and political leader, coupled with his willingness to acknowledge his sins and ask for God's         

forgiveness  (2 Samuel 12; see also Psalm 51). It was under David's leadership that the people of Israel were united into a single nation with 

Jerusalem as its capital city.  

 



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith. 

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 
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