Campus Pastor
Training & Process

A preaching pastor would be expected to spend 20 to 30 hours per week on the sermon. This means a campus pastor should be able to devote that much time to church-wide responsibilities and continuing education. 

Division of Responsibilities

Campus Responsibilities 
Shepherd and oversee the new campus
	Serve as staff lead for all aspects of the new campus until that campus hires additional staff
	Take responsibility for all other pastoral tasks (weddings, funerals, visitation, counseling, leadership development, etc.).
Church-Wide Responsibilities 
The time saved not having to preach (20 to 30 hours per week) should be split between serving as staff lead on several main campus ministries, and continuing education/training.  
Training
Continuing education in areas selected by the campus pastor and approved by the elders



Qualifications
Character
Character qualifications are identical to those of any elder.
Academic 
The campus pastor should have an exceptionally strong command of biblical knowledge and discernment, beyond the great majority of the saints. Even though it is not primarily a teaching position, it does involve teaching, and a great deal of decision making, all of which must be guided by biblical principles. The campus pastor is also the one the people will look to for counsel, answers to Bible questions, spiritual guidance, etc. For this reason the standard for Bible knowledge and discernment for the campus pastor is higher than that of a lay elder. 
Practical
The campus pastor must have adequate experience and skill in shepherding and administration.



Steps to Ordination

Begin by requesting a sponsor. 
This is a leader who is able to answer any questions you have along the way, and to whom you turn in all surveys and papers.

Getting to Know Us  
The first step in the process is to expose you to the doctrine, practice, and philosophy of ministry at Agape, so you can determine at the outset whether we are a good match for you for this training. 
	Read the Agape Distinctives Available on TreasuringGod.com under "About Agape"
	Complete the Agape 101 class

Attend a prayer group regularly 
	Read or listen through the following series:
- Loving God with All Your Heart (and read What's So Great about God?)
- The Worshipping Church
- What is a Church?
- Our Church, God's Home
- Leadership
- Biblical Counseling (and read Wise Counsel)
-Five NANC seminar recordings of your choice

Getting to Know You  
Men begin this process at various levels of training, experience, and readiness. It is not our desire to push every leader through an identical process, but rather to tailor the process to fit the needs of each particular leader. The "Getting to Know You" stage will help us determine what those needs are in your case.
NOTE: The Getting to Know You Stage process and the Training requirements can be done simultaneously.
	Give your testimony verbally or in written form to your sponsor (including a presentation of the gospel)

Fill out the Doctrine Survey and discuss your answers with an Agape pastor
	Fill out the General Ministry Survey and Leadership Survey and discuss your answers with the elder board
	Undergo the Leadership Interview (includes questions from the congregation)
Attend a Character Builder and complete the character survey 


Training
Practicum
Serve as a Prayer Group Leader 
	After having completed the Getting to Know Us and Getting to Know You steps, if your sponsor agrees you are ready, attend the bi-monthly elder meetings as an observer/advisor
	Request a ministry where you can serve in the Staff Lead position. Campus pastor must demonstrate the ability to oversee numerous ministries simultaneously. 
Character
Based on the principles from the Biblical Counseling class (or Wise Counsel), formulate a plan for making progress in the areas of weakness in your character that came to light in the Character Builder, or any other character weaknesses you know of. Discuss this plan with an elder.
	Exchange an accountability form or meet weekly with someone else in leadership for accountability. 

Academic 
For each course, write a paper of your own design for the purpose of your own future reference in ministry. Students may test out of any of the classes if they have adequate prior study

The three sources where these classes can be found are 1) FoodForYourSoul.net (FFYS), BiblicalTraining.org (BT) and Trinity Theological Seminary (TTS). The TTS courses are on CD or MP3 and must be borrowed from Darrell.

   Core Classes 

	Jesus' Pattern for Prayer (FFYS)
	Hermeneutics (FFYS)
Theology (FFYS)
	Building a Joyful Marriage (FFYS)
	Biblical Theology (BT)
Old Testament Survey (BT)  
Old Testament Theology (BT)
	Christian Apologetics (BT)
Leadership (BT)
Desiring God (BT)
	Discernment (FFYS) 
	New Testament Survey (BT)
New Testament Theology (BT)
	Future Grace (BT)
	Principles of Administration (TTS)
	Principles of Effective Leadership (BT)





   Elective Classes (choose eight)

	Advanced Systematic Theology I&II (TTS)
	Biblical Eldership  Dr. John Piper (BT)
	Christian Ethics  Dr. Ron Nash (BT or FFYS)
	Christian Ethics (FFYS)
	Church History I  Dr. Gerald Bray (BT)
	Church History II  Dr. Gerald Bray (BT)
	Essentials of Biblical Hermeneutics  Dr. Mark Strauss (BT)
	Exegesis (TTS)
	Expositors Class (FFYS)
	Genesis (TTS)
	Greek I & II (BT)
	Hebrews  Dr. George Guthrie (BT)
	Introduction to the New Testament: Gospel and Acts  Dr. Craig Blomberg (BT)
Introduction to Islam  Dr. Timothy (BT) Tennent (BT)
	Introduction to Preaching  Dr. Bryan Chapell (BT)
	Introduction to the New Testament: Romans to Revelation  Dr. Craig Blomberg (BT)
	John (TTS)
	Life of Christ  Dr. Darrell Bock (BT)
	Mentoring the New Believer  Dr. Bill Mounce (BT)
New Testament  Dr. Bill Mounce (BT)
	Preaching  Dr. Bryan Chapell (BT)
	Premarital Counseling (TTS)
	Romans  Dr. Douglas Moo (BT)
Suffering for the Sake of the Body  Dr. John Piper (BT)
Theology and Practice of Evangelism  Dr. Robert Tuttle, Jr. (BT)
	Theology of World Missions  Dr. Peter Kuzmič (BT)
Why We Believe the Bible  Dr. John Piper (BT)
	The World Mission of the Church  Dr. Timothy Tennent (BT)
	World Religions (TTS)

   Additional Required Reading

	The Treasure Principle (Randy Alcorn)

Biblical Eldership (Alexander Strauch) 
Of Communion with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (John Owen)
Leading with Love (by Alexander Strauch)
The Knowledge of the Holy (A.W. Tozer)
The Cost of Discipleship (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
The Mortification of Sin (John Owen)
Lectures to My Students (Spurgeon)
Brothers, We are Not Professionals (John Piper)
The Reformed Pastor (Richard Baxter) 
History of Christian doctrines (Louis Berkhof)
	Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood (Grudem and Piper)
Age of Opportunity (Paul David Tripp) 
Teach Them Diligently: How to Use the scriptures in Child Training (Lou Priolo)
I Kissed Dating Goodbye (Joshua Harris) 
If You Bite and Devour (Alexander Strauch)
Beyond the Bounds: Open Theism and the Undermining of Biblical Christianity
Evangelicalism Divided (Ian Murray) 
On Temptation (John Owen)
Our Sufficiency in Christ (John MacArthur) 
Workplace Evangelism (Ruth Siemens) 
	Let the Nations Be Glad (John Piper)
 


·	   Additional Requirements 

	Attend monthly Counselors Training Meetings and Observation of Counseling sessions
	Attend at least one NANC Conference, one Harvest Conference, and one Shepherd's Conference
	Complete the Theology Paper


   Course Descriptions 
	Biblical Counseling (Darrell Ferguson) Texts: Wise Counsel, by Darrell Ferguson and any book of your choice by Jay Adams, Ed Welch, Lou Priolo, David Powlison, Paul or Tedd Tripp, Robert Jones, or Stewart Scott
	Biblical Theology (Craig Blomberg) - Text: Knowing God, by J.I. Packer

Building a Joyful Marriage (Darrell Ferguson) - Texts: The Complete Husband (Lou Priolo) and The Excellent Wife, by Martha Peace
	Christian Apologetics (Ron Nash) - Texts: Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis and The Case for Christ, by Lee Strobel.Desiring God (John Piper) - Text: Desiring God, by John Piper
Discernment (Darrell Ferguson) - Text: Logic, by Isaac Watts
	Expositors Class (Darrell Ferguson) - Prerequisite: Hermeneutics - Texts: Toward an Exegetical Theology, by Walter Kaiser) and The Supremacy of God in Preaching, by John Piper
	Future Grace (John Piper) - Text: Future Grace, by John Piper
	Hermeneutics (Darrell Ferguson) - Text: Hermeneutics, by Milton Terry - Final exam:  Teachers' Test
	Greek I (William Mounce) - Text: Basics of Biblical Greek, by William Mounce
Greek II 
	Jesus' Pattern for Prayer (Darrell Ferguson) - Texts: What's so Great about God? By Darrell Ferguson, The Valley of Vision, Ed. Arthur Bennett, and any book of your choice by E.M. Bounds
	New Testament Survey - Text: From Creation to the Cross by Albert Bayliss, and the entire New Testament
New Testament Theology - No required reading
	Old Testament Survey (Douglas Stewart) - Text: From Creation to the Cross by Albert Bayliss, and the entire Old Testament

Old Testament Theology - No required reading
	Principles of Administration - Text: Meetings That Work: A Guide to Effective Elders' Meetings by Alexander Strauch
	Theology (Darrell Ferguson) - Text: Systematic Theology, by Wayne Grudem


   Elective Course Descriptions








	Advanced Systematic Theology I & II – No required reading
	Biblical Eldership  Dr. John Piper Christian Ethics  Dr. Ron Nash – No required reading
	Christian Ethics Darrell Ferguson – No required reading
	Church History I & II Dr. Gerald Bray - Text: Church History in Plain Language, by Bruce Shelley
	Essentials of Biblical Hermeneutics  Dr. Mark Strauss
	Exegesis – Text: Exegetical Fallacies by D.A. Carson  Hebrews  Dr. George Guthrie
	Genesis – Text: Genesis, by Gerhard von Rad
	Introduction to the New Testament: Gospel and Acts  Dr. Craig Blomberg
Introduction to Islam  Dr. Timothy Tennent
Introduction to the New Testament: Romans to Revelation  Dr. Craig Blomberg
	Introduction to Preaching  Dr. Bryan Chapell
	John – Text: The Gospel of John, by Leon Morris
	Life of Christ  Dr. Darrell Bock
	Mentoring the New Believer  Dr. Bill Mounce

New Testament  Dr. Bill Mounce
	Preaching  Dr. Bryan Chapell
	Premarital Counseling – Text: Preparing for Marriage God’s Way by Wayne MackRomans  Dr. Douglas Moo
	Principles for Effective Leadership (Jon Johnson) 
	Theology and Practice of Evangelism  Dr. Robert Tuttle, Jr.
	Theology of World Missions  Dr. Peter Kuzmič - Text: Let the Nations Be Glad, by John Piper

Suffering for the Sake of the Body  Dr. John Piper
Why We Believe the Bible  Dr. John Piper
	World Religions – Text: Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics , Ed. Norman Geisler 



Guidelines for Preparing Your Theology Paper

The following instructions will help you prepare a well-thought through and clear position paper. The document should communicate and articulate your convictions regarding both theological doctrines and issues, as well as your positions on current ministry issues and tension points. Do not copy material from a theology text. These instructions include the requirements set forth by the national EFCA Board on Ministerial Standing, but are supplemented by explanations and suggested questions to address throughout the body of the paper (page length suggestions are maximum).
The Form

Not more than 30 pages total. (NOTE: This requires that each answer be very concise.)
Typed, single-spaced, please leave room between paragraphs and between sections.
Pages should be numbered.
Each item of the Statement of Faith should be reproduced prior to your supporting and explanatory paragraphs.
Do not write out your Scripture passages unless it is important to do so. Simply write the references at the end of your statements. We prefer the references to be in the text rather than included as footnotes.  Reserve footnotes for comments.
If quotes from theologians are important, please keep them at a minimum. We want to know what you think.
Do not reproduce the following questions. These are offered as general guides. Simply answer them in your text. They are also not meant to be exhaustive. Please share anything you believe is pertinent to the subject.
Most of all, we encourage you to make this a worship experience before the Lord Himself Interact with God’s Spirit and God’s Word prayerfully as you think and write. May the Lord guide you well in this endeavor.
The Content

part One: Biographical Sketch (3-5) pages

	PERSONAL BACKGROUND

	You your mate, your children

Have you been divorced, remarried or married to a divorced person? If yes, was it before or after conversion? Explain. 



2.	CONVERSION
	Write concerning your conversion and your wife’s conversion to Christ.

Do you have assurance of salvation? Does your wife?

3.	CALL TO MINISTRY
	Write concerning your call to the ministry


4.	PREPARATION
	Write concerning how the Lord has prepared you for full-time ministry, including your education and other important ministry training and experience.



Part Two: Theological Outlines (15-16 pages)

1.   THE GOSPEL —   Provide a succinct statement of what you understand the Gospel to be, with appropriate Scriptural support (1/2 page).

2.  THE EFCA TWELVE POINT STATEMENT OF FAITH -     
             Do the following with each point of the statement (15 pages):
A.	List the statement verbatim.
B.	Provide an explanation of it written by you which includes references of Scriptural support and any further elaboration about your understanding of its implications.
C.	Address the questions which accompany each section, as listed below.

1) Statement concerning the SCRIPTURES
We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.
a)	Do you believe in inerrancy? And  what do you mean by the use of that word?
b)	What do you understand the phrase verbal inspiration to mean?
c)	What is the difference between the concepts of revelation, inspiration and illumination?
d)	How would you explain to someone the phrase “only authority for faith and practice?”

2)  Statement concerning ONE GOD
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.
a)	Give your understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity. Describe the character and attributes of each member.
b)   Distinguish between the roles of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3)  Statement concerning JESUS CHRIST
We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures. Jesus-Israel’s promised Messiah-was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate.
a)	How do you understand the expression true God and true man as applied to Christ?
b)	For whom did Christ die?
c)	Briefly describe the various theories of the atonement, and note which you hold.
e)	How did Jesus demonstrate His deity while on earth?

4)  Statement concerning the HOLY SPIRIT
We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.
a)	What differences do you see, if any, between the following concepts?
-  the filling of the Spirit
-  the baptism of the Spirit
-  the anointing of the Spirit

b)	State your views with respect to:
-  the “sign” gifts (tongues, interpretation of tongues, healing, and prophecy).
-  define word of wisdom, word of knowledge, word of prophecy.
-  the purpose and need for tongues today and how you might handle tongues speaking in your church.
-  healing in the atonement
- Speaking or praying in tongues



5)  Statement concerning MAN’S CONDITION
We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.
a)	Give your understanding concerning
-man created in the image of God
-man impacted by the fall
-man’s sinful nature
-man being eternally lost

b)	Do you believe it is ever possible for a person in this age to go to heaven without ever having heard the gospel of Jesus Christ?

6)  Statement concerning the DOCTRINES OF SALVATION
We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection provide the only ground for justification and salvation for all who believe, and only such as receive Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit and, thus become children of God.  
a)	Define the phrase salvation by grace through faith.
b)	Define: repentance, justification, sanctification.
c)	What does it mean to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?
d)	State your position regarding the doctrine of eternal security.
e)	State your philosophy and practice regarding discipleship.
f)	Tell how you deal with the divergence in the church between those who hold to a Calvinistic view and those who hold to an Arminian view regarding predestination, perseverance of believers, eternal security, dispensationalism, covenant or reformed theology. Lordship salvation.

7)   Statement concerning the ORDINANCES
We believe that water baptism and the Lord’s Super are ordinances to be observed by the Church during the present age.  They are, however, not to be regarded as means of salvation.
a)	How often should communion be observed?
b)	When should a person be baptized?
c)	How do you respond to someone who insists that baptism is required for personal salvation? How would you respond to a request or demand for infant baptism?
d)	How do you handle Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21?
e)	How do you handle those who believe that baptism is not for this age?


8)  Statement concerning the UNIVERSAL CHURCH
We believe that the true Church is composed of all such persons who through saving faith in Jesus Christ have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and are united together in the Body of Christ of which He in the Head.
a)	When did the Church originate?
b)	What is the relationship between the local church and the universal church?
c)	Is there a difference between Israel and the Church? If so, what?

9)  Statement Concerning the LOCAL CHURCH
We believe that only those who are, thus members of the true Church shall be eligible for membership in the local church.
a)	What is the basis for membership in the local church?
b)	What are the qualifications and requirements for leadership?
c)	How should elders/deacons be selected?

10)  Statement concerning LEADING THE CHURCH
We believe that Jesus Christ is the Lord and Head of the Church and that every local church has the right, under Christ, to decide and govern its own affairs.
a)	How does Jesus Christ exercise His leadership in the church?
b)	How is the church to be governed? Distinguish between the various kinds of church government. How should the congregation relate to decision making?
c)	State your view and practice of pastoral leadership & shepherding.

11)  Statement concerning the SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD
We believe in the personal, physical coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and that this “Blessed Hope” has a vital bearing on the personal life and service of the believer.
a)	Define and defend your personal position on pre, post, and Amillennialism. 
b)	Define and defend your understanding of the Biblical teaching with respect to the nature and timing of the Tribulation (i.e. Pre-, Mid-Post-, Pre-Wrath).

12)   Statement concerning the ETERNAL STATE
We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead; of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with the Lord; of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting conscious punishment.
a)	Where are the unbelieving dead at present? The eternal state of the unbelieving?
b)	Define: 1) Hades (Sheol); 2) Gehenna
c)	What is your position regarding the doctrine of annihilation?


Part Three -  Biblical / Ministry Issues (5 pages)

Please include your personal position, convictions and/or practices with respect to the following issues that Impact pastoral ministry today
1.	The nature of SPIRITUAL WARFARE (i.e. angels, demons, Satan, possession, etc.)
2.	The challenge of ALTERNATIVE SEXUALITY (i.e. homosexuality, homophobia)
3.	The issues of LIFE AND DEATH (i.e. abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, mercy killing)
4.	The area of ALCOHOL AND DRUG USE (i.e. personal conviction)
5.	The place and role of WOMEN in the church (i.e. teaching, leadership, role, etc.)
6.	Preferences in WORSHIP STYLES (i.e. traditional, contemporary, liturgical, etc.)
7.	Your style of CONFLICT MANAGEMENT (i.e. disagreements at the board/decision making level, handling personal criticism, counseling people who don’t get along)
8.	Your conviction and practice regarding DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE (i.e. marrying, leadership in the church, etc.)
9.    Your conviction regarding membership in LODGES (ie. masonry, etc)


Part Four:  Personal Lifestyle issues  (3-5 pages)

Finally, please write concerning your life and walk as touching on the following:
1.	Spiritual disciplines
2.	Personal stewardship of finances and money management
A.	How would you describe your attention to financial matters?
B.	Your attitude and practice regarding use of credit cards, debt, borrowing, ect.
C.	Your conviction and practice regarding tithing and giving?  Teaching others?
3.	Social drinking – Describe you and your wife’s practice with regard to drinking alcoholic beverages.
4.	Family priorities and enrichment of your marriage   






 
Suggested schedule for working on the paper

Week 1 - Complete your biographical sketch (3-5 pages) 
Week 2 – Complete the Gospel statement. (1/2 page) 
Week 3 – Complete your comments on the Scriptures 
Week 4 – One God &   
Week 5 – Jesus Christ  
Week 6 – The Holy Spirit 
Week 7 – Man’s Condition 
Week 8 – Salvation 
Week 9 – Ordinances 
Week 10 – The Universal Church 
Week 11 – The Local Church 
Week 12 – Leading  
Week 13 – The Second Coming
Week 14 – The Eternal State & Conclusion
Week 15 – Spiritual warfare, Sexuality, and Life & Death.  (1 - 1.5 pages)
Week 16 – Alcohol, Women, Worship Styles and Conflict. (1 page)
Week 17 –Divorce & Lodges (2 pages on divorce, one paragraph on lodges
Week 18 – Spiritual Disciplines, Stewardship & Purity  (1.5 – 2.5 pages)
Week 19 – Drinking, Accountability & Family  (1.5 – 2.5 pages)



Suggested Schedule

Year One
	Request a sponsor
	Complete all Getting to Know Us and Getting to Know You Steps
	Begin serving as a Prayer Group Leader 
	After having completed the Getting to Know Us and Getting to Know You steps, if your sponsor agrees you are ready, attend the bi-monthly elder meetings as an observer/advisor
	Attend monthly Counselors Training Meetings and Observation of Counseling sessions
	Request a ministry where you can serve in the Staff Lead position and work with Sam Cathey as a mentor for your administration skills
	Formulate a plan for making progress in the areas of weakness in your character and discuss this plan with a pastor
	Exchange an accountability form or meet weekly with someone else in leadership for accountability (A new partner each year).
	Complete the Jesus' Pattern for Prayer class
	Read The Treasure Principle 
Read Of Communion with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Read The Knowledge of the Holy 

Year Two
	Find a new accountability partner 
	Complete the First year Greek class
	Read Lectures to My Students 
	Attend a NANC Conference
	Complete Hermeneutics Class (Agape)
	Complete Expositors Class (Agape)
	Begin Teaching and Preaching

Year Three
	Find a new accountability partner 
	Complete the Following classes:
	Greek II 
	Theology (Agape)
	Read Age of Opportunity 
	Read The Cost of Discipleship 
Read The Reformed Pastor 
	Read Teach Them Diligently: How to Use the scriptures in Child Training 
	Read I Kissed Dating Goodbye Read Brothers, We are Not Professionals 

Year Four
	Find a new accountability partner 
	Complete the Following classes:
	Principles of Administration (Trinity)
	Building a Joyful Marriage (Agape)
Biblical Theology
Old Testament Survey  
Old Testament Theology
Christian Apologetics
Leadership
Desiring God
Discernment (Agape)
	Read The Mortification of Sin 
Read Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 
Read Beyond the Bounds: Open Theism and the Undermining of Biblical Christianity
Read Evangelicalism Divided 
Year Five
	Find a new accountability partner 
	Complete the Following classes:
	Principles of Administration
	New Testament Survey 
New Testament Theology
Future Grace
Elective 1
Elective 2
Elective 3
Elective 4
	Read On Temptation 
	Read Our Sufficiency in Christ 
	Read Workplace Evangelism 
	Complete the Ordination Thesis

