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DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES: 
  
The information presented in this E-Book represents the views of the publisher as of the 
date of publication. The publisher reserves the rights to alter and update their opinions 
based on new conditions. This E-Book is for informational purposes only. The author and the 
publisher do not accept any responsibilities for any liabilities resulting from the use of this 
information. While every attempt has been made to verify the information provided here, 
the author and the publisher cannot assume any responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or 
omissions.  
 
Any similarities with people or facts are unintentional. No part of this E-Book may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or by any informational storage or retrieval system without expressed written, 
dated and signed permission from the publisher.  
  
Pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Guidelines: 
  
MATERIAL CONNECTION DISCLOSURE:  
 
The publisher of this book may be or does have an affiliate relationship and/or another 
material connection to the providers of goods and services mentioned in this book and may 
be compensated when you purchase from any of the links contained herein.  
 
You should always perform due diligence before buying goods or services from anyone via 
the Internet or “off-line”.  
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Introduction and ‘What Is Affiliate Marketing?’ 

 

There are many different ways to make money online but affiliate 

marketing consistently ranks as one of the most popular. Take a look at 

any internet marketing or online business forum and you’ll see countless 

numbers of people asking questions about affiliate marketing and how 

they can make money from it. 

 

So - what is affiliate marketing? 

 

In short affiliate marketing is where you recommend other people’s 

products – and in return the owner of the product gives you a 

percentage of the sale price if one of the people you have referred 

actually buys the product or service. 

 

Affiliate marketing is very attractive because it’s pretty easy to get 

started. There’s no need to create or source products of your own to sell 

- all you have to do is get people to click on your affiliate link and buy the 

product, and thus there’s little upfront investment cost and no time 

consuming products to create. 

 

In reality, affiliate marketing is just one part of most people’s online 

business. If you want to be really successful online it’s generally 

accepted that you need to create (or source) and sell your own products, 

rather than JUST being an affiliate marketer. There are of course 

exceptions to this rule however and it is indeed possible to earn a very 
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healthy income just from affiliate promotions. Most successful internet 

marketers make a hell of a lot of money from affiliate marketing! 

 

Affiliate marketing works well for both sides of the party… 

 

Product owners obviously need to get traffic to their websites in order to 

be able to sell products. And whilst a fair chunk of this traffic will be 

generated themselves, it makes sense for them to get other people to 

also promote their products and websites because it will result in lots of 

extra sales for little extra effort on their part. All they have to do is set 

up an affiliate program and give people a commission as an incentive – 

and then they can watch as their affiliates do the hard work and drive 

the traffic for them. 

 

So, whilst it’s true that as an affiliate you’ll be doing most of the hard 

work to drive the traffic, remember that as an affiliate you didn’t have to 

do any of the hard work the product owner originally had to do in the 

first place. 

 

But the above should give you some insight into why you should also sell 

your own products as well as being an affiliate. 

 

So how much can you expect to earn as an affiliate? 

 

Commissions vary widely from affiliate scheme to affiliate scheme. The 

most common idea is to pay the affiliate commission as a percentage of 

the total sale price. This can be as little as 1% and as much as 100%. 
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Yes, some products pay you 100% commission – and you might be 

wondering why this is the case. The simple answer of course is that the 

product owner wants to make their affiliate scheme very attractive to 

potential affiliates so that he or she can persuade as many people as 

possible to promote it. By offering 100% commission on a low-priced 

front end product they will be able to get lots of affiliates on board and 

thus drive lots of people into their sales funnel. They’ll ultimately earn 

more money by making lots of sales of their back end products. 

 

Typically it works like this. They have a low priced product for sale on the 

front end - let’s say it’s an eBook or short report priced at $4.95. They 

offer people 100% commission on this product, but then when people 

actually buy it they will also see other ‘back end’ products that are 

priced at a higher level. These will either pay a lower commission to 

affiliates (e.g. 40%) or even no commission at all… 

 

The product owner knows that by offering 100% commission on the 

front end product they will ultimately make more money because their 

affiliates will drive much more traffic into their sales funnel than if they 

were, say, offering 50% on the front end product. They make no money 

upfront (and even lose money in some cases) but the extra income they 

make on the backend ultimately earns them more money. 

 

Make sense? 

 

Great! 

 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 7 

You’ll find too that these low priced 100% commission products often 

give you instant commissions. So rather than making the sale and then 

waiting another month for the money to be paid into your account, the 

money from the sale is sent directly from the buyer and straight into 

your Paypal account (or whatever account you’re using). 

 

So how do product owners know which affiliate sent them the traffic? 

 

It’s actually quite simple. When you promote products as an affiliate you 

will be given a unique affiliate link. When people click on this link, it is 

tracked by cookies – and the affiliate commission is paid to you when 

someone buys something from that website after they have clicked on 

YOUR link. 

 

It varies across different affiliate schemes but it is not uncommon for the 

cookies to last for 12 months. So someone can click on your affiliate link 

and then not buy anything initially  – but if they return to the website 10 

months later and actually buy something you would still be paid for the 

sale. Not all schemes do this however so it’s wise to check this out 

before you promote.  
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Finding Products To Promote As An Affiliate 

 

There are thousands of products online that you can promote as an 

affiliate, so choosing between them is a crucial part of being an affiliate 

marketer. 

 

First of all let’s look at some of the main websites where you can find 

products to promote: 

 

Clickbank 
 

http://www.clickbank.com  
 

 
 

Clickbank is probably the most well-know affiliate network of digital 

goods. 

 

Clickbank specialises in downloadable products (eBooks, reports, 

courses, digital membership sites etc) – and there are lots and lots of 

different products you can promote. 

 

http://www.clickbank.com/
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Click onto the Marketplace and you’ll get some idea of the number of 

products available. 

 

In the ‘E-Business and E-Marketing’ category alone there are currently 

well over 2,000 products. 

 

You can click on each product and it will give you more information 

about it – a product description, sale price, percentage commission, 

average $ per sale, gravity etc. You also get a live link to the sales 

website of the product so that you can check it out (very important, as 

we’ll mention later). 

 

When you sign up for Clickbank as an affiliate you will asked to choose a 

unique Account Nickname.  

 

Then, when you have found a product you wish to promote, you simply 

click on “Promote”, type in your affiliate nickname and then you will be 

given your unique affiliate link. 

 

Clickbank has recently started using encrypted affiliate links – and as 

such you will be generated with a link similar to the one shown in the 

screenshot below: 
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By default, you don’t get paid for the sales you make straight away. 

 

What happens is that sales will be logged in your account – and then you 

are paid once your account balance reaches a certain level. They let you 

choose the threshold however – and you can currently set it at a level of 

between $10 and $1,000,000. 

 

After you have received two paychecks however you may be eligle to set 

up your account for direct payments. There are some terms to this 

however, so it’s worth checking them out at the Clickbank website. 

 
 
PayDotCom 

http://www.paydotcom.com 
 

 
 
PayDotCom is another of the ‘big’ affiliate networks who specialise in 

digital products. 

 

http://www.paydotcom.com/
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As with Clickbank, you don’t get paid instantly for the sale you make. 

Your sales are logged in your PayDotCom account and then you are paid 

your total commissions each month via Paypal (this comes directly from 

the product vendor). 

 

Amazon 

 

 
 

If you’re interested in promoting physical products then one of the most 

popular schemes is run by Amazon. 

 

You can sign up at https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/ (USA) or 

https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk/ (UK) 

 

As you can see, the commission percentages for physical products tend 

to be much lower than with digital products – but that doesn’t mean to 

say you can’t earn decent money if you know what you’re doing. 

 

https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.co.uk/
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In this report however we are primarily going to discuss marketing 

digital products as in my experience this is where the most profit lays. 

 

 

Instant Payment Affiliate Schemes 

 

In recent years, instant payment affiliate schemes have become ever 

more popular. 

 

The advantage is simple: there’s no waiting around for affiliate 

commissions or relying on the product vendor to actually pay you what 

they owe you. You make a sale and it’s paid into your Paypal account: 

it’s usually that simple. 

 

WarriorPlus 

http://www.warriorplus.com  

 

 

 

http://www.warriorplus.com/
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The Warrior Forum has long been the largest internet marketing forum 

and its WSO section (Warrior Special Offer) has become a digital 

marketplace in it’s own right. 

 

WarriorPlus was set up to help people to sell their WSOs – and to enable 

affiliates to promote them. 

 

There are a huge variety of digital products available here – and many of 

them appear to convert extremely well because buyers can see previous 

buyers comments within the forum thread. 

 

JVZoo 

http://www.jvzoo.com  

 

JVZoo works in a very similar way to Warrior Plus. Most payments are 

instant BUT sometimes vendors choose to make delayed payments (so 

it’s always worth checking the details of the specific offer you intend to 

promote). 

 

http://www.jvzoo.com/
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As well as general downloadable products, you will also find some WSOs 

here too (some people use JVZoo over Warrior Plus for their WSOs). If 

it’s a WSO, it will have a little WSO symbol next to the item listing in the 

marketplace. 

 

Pay Spree 

http://www.payspree.com  

 

 

 

Ok, so that covers many of the well-know affiliate programs. 

 

But how do you choose a product to promote? 

 

This is one of THE most important stages of affiliate marketing… 

 

Choose the wrong product and you can spend a great deal of time 

marketing something which people just aren’t interested in buying. 

 

http://www.payspree.com/


Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 15 

Equally, you could end up promoting a bad product – and this can 

seriously harm your reputation very quickly. 

 

So, here are some key things to think about: 

 

1. Will the people I market to get value from this product? 

 

This should really be your number one priority. You should always put 

your audience’s interests above your own… 

 

I was speaking to a well-known affiliate marketer recently and he said 

the thing you should think about when choosing products to promote is 

NOT ‘how much could I make by promoting this?’ but ‘will my target 

audience get value from this product? Will buying it benefit them?’ 

 

If you can answer ‘yes’ to these questions then you should definitely 

promote it – but if the answer is ‘no’ then you definitely shouldn’t 

promote it, even if you know you would earn a healthy amount by doing 

so. 

 

When promoting products as an affiliate you need to maintain people’s 

trust. If a particular product looks good on the surface of it - e.g. it has a 

snazzy looking sales page, a good conversion rate and a decent 

commission percentage – BUT you know that the actual product itself 

isn’t particularly good – then you really shouldn’t promote it. 

 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 16 

Of course some products can be good but they won’t necessarily appeal 

to everyone in your niche. Let’s say you have a general internet 

marketing email mailing list and you see a great product on the subject 

of publishing on Kindle. You know that a certain portion of your list will 

be interested in it but you also know that another portion will have no 

interest in it at all. In this case it would be ok to promote it but you 

might want to say something along the lines of ‘this won’t appeal to 

everyone BUT…’ 

 

You’ll actually probably find that by effectively excluding a certain 

portion of people you’ll find that you will make more sales because 

those who ARE interested in it will sit up and think ‘this is the product for 

me. I must get this.’  

 

Equally, you can find a great product that is good quality, contains great 

information and is proven to convert well – but if it’s not a good fit with 

your list (or whoever you’re promoting it to) then leave it well alone. 

 

2. Do you like the product yourself? 

 

This kind of links back to the last point.  

 

Is this something you would buy yourself? Is it good value for money? 

Even if it’s a good product, are there other similar products available on 

the market that can offer your customers better value? 
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In short, only promote things that your target audience are going to 
find valuable. Look after their interests and you’ll ultimately make 
more money because they will continue to buy your recommendations 
time and time again. Break their trust and your reputation will fall 
quicker than you can say “Jack Robinson”! 
 

 

3. What is the conversion rate of the product? 

 

The higher the conversion rate, the easier it should be for you to make a 

sale of that product. A product that coverts at 5% means that (roughly 

speaking) you should make 5 sales for every 100 people you send to the 

sales page. If it only converts at 2% then obviously you would need to 

send more traffic to the product in order to make the same number of 

sales. 

 

4. What is the percentage commission? 

 

As we have discussed earlier, this can be as low as 1% and as high as 

100%. The higher commission percentage, the better – but of course 

that’s only half the story… 

 

5. How much will I get paid, per sale? 

 

This is a very important thing to take into account. One product, for 

example, might be attractive on the face of it because it converts at  

about 10% and offers 100% commission, but if the product only sells for 

$3 then you wouldn’t make as much money as another similar product 
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which sells for $15, also converts at 10% but only offers 50% 

commission.   

 

6. What’s the refund rate? 

 

A high refund right should be a clear warning sign that you perhaps 

shouldn’t promote this product because it might not be… erm… well, 

very good! 

 

7. Will I get paid just for this product or for other products as well? 

 

Some affiliate schemes track the clicks you send to them for a long time 

and pay you not only on the product you promoted initially but also on 

their other products. This is obviously very attractive to us because it 

vastly increases the amount of money we can potentially make by 

promoting this persons product.  

 

Let’s say, for example, that you sign up for such an affiliate scheme and 

the front-end product is a $10 eBook that offers 100% commission. 

Somebody comes along, buys this product through your affiliate link and 

you instantly get paid the $10 into your Paypal account. Behind this 

front-end product is a related audio course that sells for $20 and pays 

50% commission. This person decides to buy this product too and thus 

you earn an extra $10. Then, because the person has bought these 

products, they are added to their mailing list and receive follow-up and 

broadcast emails promoting their other products and services. The buyer 

in question buys a further 3 products from this marketer over a period of 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 19 

6 months, for a total of $60. Their affiliate scheme pays 50% commission 

on each of these products too, so that means you receive an extra $30. 

 

If you can find a good affiliate scheme like this (and there are quite a few 

out there) then you can earn an awful lot of money just from promoting 

ONE product initially. 

 

8. Look out for recurring income sites 

 

As an affiliate, affiliate schemes that pay a recurring income are 

obviously very attractive to us. 

 

Let’s say you decide to promote a membership site that charges 

members $17 a month and pays 50% commission. When somebody 

signs up you will get paid $8.50 a month for each month that they 

remain a member – and yet you only have to make the sale once. 

 

Check out the product itself 

 

As we have already mentioned, choosing a quality product that is a good 

fit with your target audience is extremely important. 

 

Not only will this ensure that you keep a great reputation, it will also 

mean satisfied customers who will continue to buy your affiliate 

recommendations over and over again. 

 

So, it is usually best to only recommend products that you have checked 

out yourself. 
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This is especially so with information products and courses. You’ll 

actually make more sales too because if you can tell people a little about 

what is inside the product then it will help them to make an informed 

buying decision. 

 

A good tactic as an affiliate is to actually approach certain aspects of 

your marketing as though you are an independent reviewer. So, check 

out the product and note both the good AND the bad things about it. 

 

Yep – by telling people some of the bad things about the product within 

you marketing for the product you will come across as a genuine 

marketer who truly wants to help your customers (which of course if you 

approach affiliate marketing in the right way then you ARE). 

 

Check out the sales page 

 

A product that achieves a decent conversion rate will have a good sales 

page. But whilst it’s always good to be told by the vendor that the sales 

page is proven to convert at 10% (or whatever the figure) it’s always 

helpful to check out the sales page for yourself and see whether it is 

something that grabs you. How is the offer presented? If you were a 

customer reading this sales page, is this something that YOU would buy? 

 

Having a good look at the sales page/website and making some notes on 

it can also help you in your marketing. Pay particular attention to the 

bullet points, for example. These usually summarise the main 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 21 

features/benefits/content of the product and it can be very useful when 

writing about the product, for example in a promo email to your list or a 

promotional blog post. 

 

Just take a look at the screenshot below taken from the sales page of a 

short report: 

 

 

 

Those 5 bullet points pretty much sum up in a nutshell the contents of 

the product and the main things people will learn by buying it. 
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Making Sales With Email Marketing 

 

As an affiliate marketer, building a list of prospects is essential. 

 

Once you’ve got a decent sized list you can literally send out an email 

promoting a product as an affiliate and see commissions landing into 

your inbox within minutes. 

 

If you don’t yet have a list then you need to start building one NOW. 

 

Here’s how: 

 

You first of all need something that you can give away for free in return 

for people signing up to your list. 

 

This effectively is your ‘bait’ – it could be a free report, eBook, audio 

course etc. 

 

It could be something you have created yourself or something that you 

have outsourced or bought Private Label Rights to. The most important 

thing is that it is something that is attractive to people in your niche. 

 

Give away a great product that is attractive to your audience and you 

will find that your conversions are pretty decent. 
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Once you’ve got something to give away, the next thing you need is a 

simple squeeze page. This will explain to people WHY they should opt-in 

and tell them a little bit about the product. 

 

You can see an example of a typical squeeze page in the screenshot 

below: 

 

 

 

Behind this squeeze page you should put a related paid offer behind it as 

the next page people see as they opt-in. 

 

Ideally it should be something that is highly related to the freebie – and 

it can be either something you have created yourself or a product you’re 

promoting as an affiliate. 
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Seeing as though this report is all about affiliate marketing then let’s 

assume that you want to put an affiliate offer behind your squeeze page. 

 

Just make sure that it is something related and that it isn’t priced too 

highly. It’s very difficult to get somebody to opt-in for a freebie and then 

immediately get them to buy a product for $97, so stick with something 

that is around $20 or less. 

 

Then, simply put your affiliate link as your thank you page URL when you 

set up your opt-in form in your autoresponder account 

 

 

Note that the above screenshot is taken from Aweber but it should be 

pretty similar with other providers too. 

 

Once everything is set up, you need to drive some traffic to this squeeze 

page… 

 

There are a number of ways of doing this. One popular method at the 

moment is driving traffic by buying paid ‘solo ads.’ 
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This is quite simply where you pay another marketer to send out an 

email to their list promoting your website. 

 

Usually with a solo ad you will be guaranteed a certain number of clicks. 

So let’s say if it’s 500 clicks then obviously you will be guaranteed to get 

500 unique visitors to your squeeze page. The more clicks you are 

guaranteed, the more you will pay. 

 

Let’s now imagine that your squeeze page converts at 50% (perfectly 

possible with a decent freebie and a good squeeze page). That means 

that if you get 500 visitors to your squeeze page then you will add 250 

people to your list. 

 

The great thing about solo ads is that the results tend to come in pretty 

quick. You should see a whole load of subscribers coming in as soon as 

the solo ad has been sent out. 

 

There are however a couple of things to bear in mind. Obviously 

purchasing a solo ad will cost money – but if you follow my advice given 

above and stick a paid offer behind it then you should find that you’ll 

recoup back some (even all) of your outlay. 

 

The important thing to remember however is that you must TEST. 

Recouping back the cost of your solo ad relies on the squeeze page 

converting at a decent level – and also on your paid offer converting well 

too. Sign up for a free Google Optimizer account and start doing some 
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split tests on your squeeze page – and try linking to differing affiliate 

offers to see what converts the best. 

 

If you really can’t afford to buy a solo ad then another good option is to 

do an adswap. This basically works in the same way – but rather than 

paying someone else to send out your email you simply send out an 

email to YOUR list promoting their product in return. 

 

So – you’re building your list and hopefully making some affiliate sales 

too… 

 

But what about promoting stuff to the list that you build? 

 

Making affiliate sales with broadcast email promotions 

 

One of the main ways you will make affiliate sales is by sending out what 

is called a ‘broadcast’ email to your list. 

 

This simply means that it is a one off email. You type out the email you 

want to send, choose which subscribers you want to send it to, and then 

when you click the ‘send’ button it will be sent out immediately to those 

people. 

 

One of the most important thing to think about when sending out emails 

to your list is the subject line. 
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At the end of the day, you can be promoting a great product and have 

written a really good, compelling email – but if nobody clicks on it then 

you aren’t going to make the sales. 

 

So – your first job is to come up with a decent subject line. 

Personally I find that subject lines which are both descriptive and 

intriguing tend to work best. 

 

One thing to avoid is subject lines that are slightly ‘spammy.’ For 

example – ‘You have money waiting’ or ‘Notification of payment 

received’ 

 

Subject lines like that might get you some clicks but when people then 

read your email and see what you are actually promoting then they will 

most likely be pissed off because it bears no relation to the product 

itself. 

 

My top tip would be to have a look at the subject lines other marketers 

use. Pick one that you often buy from yourself and know/trust as a 

respected marketer. Don’t copy of course but have a close look at the 

types of words they use. Do they ask questions or statements? Do they 

always/often use a particular word in their subject lines? Do they 

capitalise certain words to add emphasis? 

 

Once you’ve written your subject line then the next thing to think about 

is the body of the email. 
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Obviously your job here is to get people to click on your affiliate link and 

land on the product page. 

 

There’s no right or wrong way to write a promo email – but remember 

that you need to capture people’s interests to a point where they really 

want to click your link to find out more. 

 

Here’s a fairly typical formula: 

 

Start off by introducing why you’re sending out the email and give it 

your own personal slant if your can (this helps a lot) 

 

“Hi FirstName, 

 

Perhaps THE biggest thing that enabled me to quit my job and run 

my business full-time was building a mailing list. 

 

If you want to be successful online then you really MUST build a 

list – so here’s a great shortcut I just come across that can help 

you to build your list FAST: 

 

AFFILIATE LINK HERE 

 

…” 
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One of the biggest mistakes people make with a promo email is to write 

it as though it is the sales page. By this I mean that they make it too long 

and repeat every single benefit that is listed on the sales page. 

 

Whilst you want to include SOME benefits in the email, you don’t want 

to make people have to read everything twice. So – state the main 

benefit to YOU and put your own slant on it. 

 

One trick is to include a negative within the email. For example “The 

sales page for this product is a little hypey for my tastes and I’m not 

overly keen of dime sales – but don’t let that put you off because behind 

it as a great product that I thoroughly recommend.” 

 

Make sure that you get your affiliate link into the email at least twice 

and ensure that the first of these is near the top of the email. Some 

people will read the first paragraph and immediately decide they want 

to check out the product, so don’t make them scroll all the way down to 

the bottom just to find the actual link. 

 

Another good tip is to state something like “This isn’t for everyone but if 

you’ve ever [--- Insert a point the reader may or may not identify with--- ] 

then you’ll definitely want to check this out.” 

 

Sure – some people will think “I don’t know what he’s talking about” – 

but equally some will think “Yep, I can relate to that. He’s talking to 

me…” and check out the product. 
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Make sure also that you format your emails correctly. Nobody likes 

reading massive chunks of text, so keep your paragraphs short and easy 

to read. 

 

Avoid complex language too. A chatty style seems to work well for many 

affiliate marketers – and it comes across as friendly too. A nice touch is 

putting something like ‘Enjoy the rest of your day’ at the end of your 

email. 

 

Making affiliate sales with your autoresponder follow-up emails 

 

The great thing about email marketing is that you can make sales in your 

sleep.  

 

Autoresponder follow-up emails are simply pre-written emails that you 

set up to be sent at certain intervals when people subscribe to your list. 

 

So – email 1 will be sent straight away, email 2 will be sent to the 

subscriber 1 day after signing up, email 3 will be sent 2 days later…. Etc. 

 

You can have as many emails in your autoresponder series as you like 

and of course you can choose at what intervals you want them to be 

sent. 

 

In general, people seem to be more responsive when they first sign up, 

so it’s accepted by many marketers that it is best to deliver an email a 

day for a week or so after people sign up. 
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After that, you’ll probably want to reduce the frequency by quite a bit. 

We all know that sending out too many emails to your subscribers can 

be very damaging to your reputation and mean that your response rates 

take a very quick nosedive. 

 

So – adding emails promoting affiliate products to your autoresponder 

sequence is a very good way of making affiliate sales. 

 

Over time, you can increase your bank of follow-up messages and tweak 

them based on the results you get from your broadcast emails… 

 

If you send out a broadcast promo email, for example, and you get a 

good response and get lots of affiliate sales from it then you might want 

to add that email to your follow-up sequence so that all new future 

subscribers ALSO get that email.  

 

Email Marketing Top Tip:  

 

Check out the emails of other marketers and see how THEY market 

products as an affiliate. How do they approach their emails? How many 

emails do they send out promoting a particular product? 

 

Doing this also means that you can see what other marketers are 

promoting. This is a very useful way of finding products you can promote 

yourself. Remember – if another marketer sends out multiple emails 

promoting the same product then you can bet your bottom Dollar that 

the product in question is converting well for them. They must be 
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making a decent amount of money from the affiliate promotion, 

otherwise they wouldn’t send out multiple emails about the same 

product. 
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Using Your Blog To Make Affiliate Sales 

 

Blogs are very useful to us as an affiliate. 

 

Whether you are setting up a blog with the sole purpose of promoting 

affiliate products – or you just want to monetize a more general blog by 

placing affiliate ads onto it – it’s possible to make quite a bit of money 

through both. 

 

For starters, blogs are a great way of building your list, so make sure that 

you have an opt-in box in a prominent position on your blog’s 

homepage: 

 

 

We’ve already talked about the importance of building a list – and so 

don’t miss the opportunity to do so through your blog. 

 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 34 

A good way of making affiliate sales through your blog is to place banner 

advertisements on it 

 

(you can see an example in the screenshot below) 

 

 

 

There are also widgets available that show a list of your ‘recommended 

products’ (all can be your affiliate links) 
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But perhaps one of the best ways of making affiliate sales through your 

blog is to write review posts. 

 

Writing up a review of a product, posting it to your blog and then placing 

your affiliate link at the end can be a highly effective way of selling. 

 

You can see an example of a review post below: 

 

 

 

Of course, you will want to review products that you like and 

recommend. It’s important to write your honest opinions and tell people 

what you really think of the products. 

 

Start your review by introducing the product – and maybe a little bit too 

about the person behind it. 
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Within your review, it is helpful to tell the reader a little about the 

product – something that they wouldn’t know just by reading the sales 

page. 

 

Include both good and bad points. This helps to balance the review and 

means that people are more likely to take you seriously. No matter how 

good a product is, there will ALWAYS be negative points about it. It could 

just be something as simple as ‘it would have been nice if they had spent 

more time covering…..’ or something like that.  

 

Finally, draw a conclusion and give people a compelling reason why they 

should purchase this product. 

 

Don’t forget to include your all important affiliate link too  
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Increasing Your Affiliate Sales 

 

Ok, so it’s pretty obvious that we want to maximise the amount of sales 

we make – and it doesn’t matter how you dress it up, you are always 

going to be competing against other people for sales. 

 

So – how do you try to get people to buy from you and not your 

competitor? 

 

Offer bonuses 

 

One of the most popular ways of persuading people to buy from you is 

offering a unique bonus to go with the product when people buy it 

through your affiliate link. 

 

It’s easy to see why this can be so effective. If you think about it from 

your customers perspective, who are you going to buy from if you are 

given the choice – the person offering a quality bonus product or the 

man who is offering nothing? 

 

You’re going to go with the person offering the bonus of course because 

you’re getting more for your money. 

 

Now there are a couple of important points here. First of all your bonus 

must be highly related to the main product. You’ve got to appeal to the 



Affiliate Marketing Profits Unleashed 38 

same people as those who are drawn to the main product in the first 

place. 

 

The other point of course is that your bonus must be valuable and of 

high quality. The higher the perceived value of the bonus, the more 

attractive your offer will be. 

 

That’s pretty obvious of course but you’d be surprised at how many 

people cobble together a couple of crappy ebooks and promote it as a 

‘top quality bonus.’ 

 

So what can you offer as a bonus? 

 

Well it could be one of many things and it’s going to vary a lot depending 

on the product it’s being partnered with. If you’re promoting an 

information product, a good bonus might be an interview with the 

product creator or a short report or series of videos that go into greater 

depth about something covered in the main product. 

 

Another good idea for a bonus might be personal coaching or group 

coaching. 

 

Your bonus can of course be something you have created yourself or a 

product that you have the rights to give away. 

 

If you’re creating a unique bonus (and these tend to be the most 

effective) then you need to carefully weigh up how much time and cost 
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it is going to take to make the bonus v. the potential increase in sales 

when compared with not offering a bonus. 

 

Remember also that offering a bonus doesn’t automatically mean that 

you’re going to make more sales. If it’s a poor bonus, it can actually turn 

people off from buying from you because you might appear desperate 

for the sale. You also have to consider the fact that other marketers will 

probably be offering bonuses too – so you’re going to need to make sure 

that yours is superior to their offerings. 

 

Promote early 

 

This one mainly applies to email affiliate marketing – but people tend to 

underestimate how important it is to get in there early. 

 

Most of your subscribers will be signed-up to multiple lists and thus 

when a new product is launched in your niche they are probably going to 

get a LOT of emails promoting the same product. 

 

So – one of the main factors in people’s decision of who to buy from is 

quite simply which email they see first. 

 

If you can send out your email early on then you’re going to have more 

success than if you sent out the same promo email 2 days later. By then 

many of the people interested in buying the product will have already 

bought it from one of your competitors! 
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Establish yourself as the voice of trust 

 

Another key thing that you have to remember is that many people buy a 

product just because a particular person is recommending it… 

 

We all have our ‘favourite’ marketers – and I know myself that I’m much 

more likely to buy a product being recommended by marketer A than 

another by marketer B, just because I trust their recommendations. 

 

(Remember earlier on in the report when we talked about how 

important it is to only recommend good products and build up trust with 

people?) 

 

So – if you can become the voice of trust then you’ll make many more 

affiliate sales. 

 

Doing this of course takes time – but it’s all part of what being an 

affiliate marketer is all about.  

 

If you can get it right, your customers will come to think of you as a 

friend giving them advice and not as a salesperson.  
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Conclusion 

 

There is a lot of money to be made as an affiliate – but it works best 

when it is just one element of a larger business. 

 

The key to successful affiliate marketing is choosing great products to 

promote and then putting them in front of the people who want to buy 

them. 

 

In my opinion, the two best ways of making affiliate sales are through 

email marketing and blogging. 

 

The beauty of email marketing especially is that once you’ve built up a 

decent list of subscribers you’ll be able to make instant sales (and even 

sales in your sleep once you have set up an autoresponder sequence). 

 

Affiliate marketing is a lot about being seen as a trusted advisor. Once 

you have built yourself up to this position then you can make a LOT of 

sales with very little effort. 

 

So – what are you waiting for? 

 

Get out there and start promoting some information products!  

 

I hope that you found this report useful. I wish you the very best of luck 

 


