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DROUGHT CONCERNS 
ARTICLES BY ALEX WOODALL AND THE PIONEER AGRONOMY TEAM 

The lack of rain is taking it’s toll in the most water deficient areas.  

The image on the right is from a corn on corn field in Story County where 

April 1 – July 29 rainfall totals 5.5 inches.  The image on left is from a 

rotated field in Hamilton County where April 1 – July 29 rainfall totals 

9.2 inches.  Normal rainfall for that time period would be around 18 

inches. 

 

  



 

 Corn Disease – Fungicide Update 

While quite a few pulled the trigger on corn fungicide 

already, there are still a few that may be “on the fence” 

about an application.   

• Commodity prices, hybrid/variety selection, and 
weather need to be the factors in making your 
decision.   

• Another KEY 2021 consideration will be 
HARVESTING the crop, especially when it 
comes to stalk integrity.  The severely deficient 
Potassium levels we have been finding in 
tissue samples will not “get better” without a 
good bit of water to help.  With pollination being 
successful, that same ear will now be taking 
nutrients from the leaves and potentially the 
stalk if the dry conditions persist to fill the 
kernels.  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

Our disease prediction models based off our local 

plot fields are now showing a medium potential for 

GLS, NCLB, and Tar Spot.  This is up from the low 

levels we were seeing in previous weeks.  The heavy 

dew mornings a week or two back likely caused the 

upward swing in potential.  Overall, fungicides can help 

buffer harvestability concerns by reducing the impact of 

stalk cannibalization.  We have also noted positive 

visual differences in plant respiration from recent 

fungicide applications through Vegetation Index 

Imagery 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soybean Reproductive Stages 

 

It is always helpful to have a simple 

refresher on soybean staging.  Most of 

our soybeans would be classified 

now as R4 with pods ¾ of an inch at 

one of the 4 uppermost nodes.  

Fungicide applications should have been 

or are being made in order to get the best 

“bang for your buck” but insects and 

spider mites are increasing (loopers, 

Japanese Beetles and some aphids in 

pockets are showing up).  As we move 

towards R5 when seed is an 1/8 inch 

long at one of the 4 upper nodes, most 

fungicide and insecticide applications 

will be far less profitable unless a major 

pest outbreak occurs. 

 

  
 

  
   

 



 

Managing Alfalfa in a Drought 

Keep in mind that those newly established fields are most susceptible to plant death and even 

longer term fields that are well established can suffer yield loss and stand loss if dormancy is 

induced. 

 

Often these conditions limit overall forage availability and increase costs, but the cutting of a 

drought stressed alfalfa crop has to be worth the cost vs the yield.  The plants typically 

need to be 15 inches or so in height before being cut and harvested at a “normal” height before 

the onset of leaf loss to maintain yield as well as quality.  If utilizing a mixed stand, cut by the 

stage/height of the grass species.  Check out the attached pdf document for additional details 

  
  

  

 

Website Launch: 
One of the projects I have been working on since spring ended is trying to figure out new ways to get information out to you and 

how to keep that information accessible.  It may be a little old school but the best way I have found to keep a lot of info at your 

fingertips is through a web page, so with that I have finally completed my new website that will contain all of the local agronomic 

information you will need and will be updated regularly to stay up to date with what is going on in your fields. 

The website is Schreiberag.com  

As you may have also noticed, I changed up the newsletter from what I had been doing in the past.  The main reason behind that 

was because our agronomy team started putting together weekly newsletters for us to forward on to you all so I did not see a 

need to reinvent the wheel and I just started forwarding those on.  Well, now that the website is complete, I had to revamp the 

newsletter just a tad and this is what I came up with, so starting now, these weekly updates should be archived on the website 

under the resources tab along with other pertinent agronomy info. 



 

 


