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UNDERSTANDING CORN SEED SIZING 

Impact of Seed Size  

• Kernel size has minimal effect on seed vigor, 
field emergence or final yield.   

• Seed is sized to maintain uniformity based on 
planter requirements.  

• The most important factor in corn yield is the 
choice of hybrid (genetics). Planting the right 
hybrid with the desired agronomic traits will pro-
vide the best overall yield results. 

• Nearly all kernel sizes can be successfully 
planted with all planter types. Additional adjust-
ment may be required in some cases. 

• For the most precise recommendations, you 
can directly access information for individual 
seed batch numbers and your specific planter 
type at www.pioneer.com/plantability 
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K-State 2024      
Chemical Weed    

Control Guide  
One of the most popular K-
State Research and Exten-

sion publications is now 
online besides being availa-
ble in print.  This publication 

provides suggestions for 
chemical wee control in 

several major crops.  Orders 
for paper copes can be 

placed staring in January by 
contacting the K-State R & E 

bookstore. 
(785) 532-5830 

(785) 532-7938 fax 
orderpub@k-state.edu 

 

View & download it online on 
our website 

www.wildcatagriservices. 
com/resources 

 and then click on K-State  
Research & Extension 

Corn Seed Sizing 

• When corn seed goes through the conditioning 
process, it is separated into fractions based on 
kernel size and shape creating uniformity.   

• Kernel size (small medium or large) and shape 
(round or flat) is determined primarily by the posi-
tion of the kernels on the ear.   

• Seed size and shape can also vary by hybrid and 
weather conditions during seed production, in-
cluding temperature and rainfall.  

• Small round kernels originate from the ear tip, 
flats from the middle and large round kernels 
from the butt end of the ear.  

• All kernel sizes from the same hybrid have the 
same yield 

• F denotes flat seed and R denotes round seed.  

• L denotes large seed and M denotes medium 
seed.  

• Precision design rounds and flats (PDR® seed 
and PDF® seed) reference specific sizes that are 
suitable to specific planter plates. The majority of 
the seed from an ear segregate into PDR seed 
and PDF seed fractions. 

 

Seed and Planter Choices 

Ave. fractions of Pioneer seed corn in different kernel sizes  in  

the U.S. 

Kernel size Plantability guidelines for air, vacuum, finger pick-up & 

plate-type planters 

HAVE SOMETHING TO 

SELL?   
 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE FARM EQUIPMENT OR 
FARM RELATED ITEMS YOU MAY DO SO FREE OF 
CHARGE. DEADLINE IS THE LAST DAY OF EACH 

MONTH. SEND YOUR AD TO  

SUSANNAH.MCGINN@plantpioneer.com 

Agri-Products 500 gallon saddle tanks for 
8000 series tractor $1500 OBO.  316-284-                                                                                                                               
1935. 
 

Berkeley 8X6 pump w/trailer. $1000. 316-772-
0147 
 

1200 Feet of gated 8” pvc pipe.  620-386-0569   

 

Western Land Roller Tailwater Pump.  Single 
phase motor 5 HP.  316-650-2678      
 

Irrigation gear head 6-5 ratio.  620-386-0569 

Precision Planting parts—Call Mike for pricing 
on parts.  316-772-7171 

Ag Risk  
Management

2024 PIONEER  
INFINITY PROGRAM 

UPCOMING AG MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND SCHOOLS 

Discounts for 2024 Platinum and Gold customers who prepay for ap-

proved Corteva Agriscience ™ crop protection products by March 1st 2024 will earn 
an additional 5% on your Corteva Prepay dollars.  Total savings adds up to 15% cash 
or 10% credit. 

See eligible crop protection products at www.wildcatagriservices.com/
services  then click on TruChoice Financing or at pioneer.com/truchoice   

Farmcon  Jan 3rd –4th in Kansas City MO.   www.farmcon.com/#registerNow 

Soil Health U and Tradeshow  Jan 17th-18th in Salina   https://soilhealthu.net 

K-State Corn and Soybean Crop Schools  January 17th in Hesston At Agco Corporation  Online registration is open.  Please 

visit https://kscorn.com/schools/ 

KARTA Ag Technology Conference  Jan 25-26th  https://www.karta-online.org/

attendee-registration 

NO-Till on the Plains  Jan. 22nd –24th 2024   www.notill.org/events/28th-no-till-

on-the-plains-winter-conference 

Top Producer Summit  Feb 5th –7th  in Kansas City  https://

events.farmjournal.com/top-producer-summit-2024/begin 

Ag Innovation Forum 2024  Feb 13th in Kansas City MO.   www.agbizkc.com/

upcoming-events 

Women Managing the Farm Conference  Feb 14-16th    http://

womenmanagingthefarm.com 

  

Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of 
choices, if you want a crop insurance 
agent that can help you make choices 

from a farmers perspective contact  
 

  Steve McGinn  316-284-1935 

mailto:orderpub@k-state.edu
https://kscorn.com/schools/




Increasing Yields in Soybeans  

• Improvements in genetics and management have driven substantial 
gains in soybean yields in the U.S. over the past 50 years, at a rate of 
0.48 bu/acre/year.  

• U.S. average soybean yields topped 50 bu/acre for the first time in 
2016 and again in 2018. 

• 100 bu/acre has often served as a target yield level for farmers seeking 
to see how high they can push yields with optimized management and 
the newest genetics.  

• Across all of the on-farm genetic and agronomic trials Pioneer con-
ducts each year in the U.S. and Canada, it has not been unusual for a 
few entries each year to top 100 bu/acre.  

• In 2018 however, the number of plots exceeding 100 bu/acre in-
creased dramatically. The majority of these plots were planted to new 
Pioneer®brand A-Series soybean varieties  

Pioneer On-Farm Trial Results  

• A total of 101 on-farm soybean trial entries exceeded 100 bu/acre in 
2018, 84 of which were planted to A-Series soybean varieties . 

• 100 bu/acre was achieved with 35 different Pioneer brand varieties 
from maturity group 2.3 to 5.2  

• Yields over 100 bu/acre were achieved over a relatively wide geogra-
phy from 2013 to 2018 including 17 U.S. states and 2 Canadian provi-
dences 

Agronomic Practices  

• 100 bu/acre yields were achieved in a range of different environments 
and with a range of different agronomic practices.  

• Analyses of management practices used in yield contest winners in 
other crops have produced similar findings (Jeschke, 2019), indicating 
that there is no single one-size-fits-all formula for achieving high yield 
potential.  

Previous Crop  

• The vast majority of 100 bu/acre plots were planted to corn the prior 
season –155 of 168 –while 9 were planted to soybeans and 4 to anoth-
er crop. 

Tillage  

• The most 
common 
tillage sys-
tem used at 
locations 
with 100 
bu/acre 
plots was 
convention-
al tillage, 
followed by 
no-till. 

Seeding Rate  

• Seeding rates used in plots yielding above 100 bu/acre ranged from 
110,000 seeds/acre to 200,000 seeds/acre, with an average of 
157,000 seeds/acre.  

• Average seeding rate was slightly higher among no-till locations 
(159,000 seeds/acre) than conventional till locations (152,000 seeds/

Achieving 100 bu/acre Yields in Soybeans by Mark Jeschke, Ph. D, Agronomy Manager 
acre).  

• Seeding rates 
differed among 
the four states 
with the most 
100 bu/acre 
plots:  

 The aver-
age 
seeding 
rate 
across 
Illinois 
and Indi-
ana locations was 149,000 seeds/acre.  The average seeding 
rate across Kansas and Nebraska locations was 170,000 seeds/
acre  

• Seeding rates in Kansas and Nebraska are similar to those document-
ed in a larger, multi-year survey of high yield soybean production in 
these states, which found an average seeding rate of 174,000 seeds/
acre (Propheter and Jeschke, 2017). 

Row Spacing  

• Over half of the 100 bu/acre plots were planted in 30-inch rows with 
most of the rest in 15-inch rows or other narrow row configurations 
and a few in rows wider than 30 inches. 

• Geographic distribution of row spacing practices roughly correspond-
ed with findings of recent USDA surveys, with 30inch rows most com-
mon from Illinois west and narrower rows more common from Indiana 
east (Jeschke and Lutt, 2016) (data not shown).  

Planting Date  

• Recent re-
search has 
shown the 
importance 
of early 
planting for 
maximizing 
soybean 
yields (Van 
Roekel, 
2019). Most 
trial loca-
tions with 
100 bu/acre 
plots were 
planted in the latter half of April through the first half of May (Figure 6).    

Other Practices  

• Other management practices employed at locations with 100 bu/acre 
plots included foliar fungicides, foliar insecticides and supplemental 
nitrogen applications. 
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Contact Information 

PIONEER & WHEAT SEED  
Korey Carmichael  316-641-3160 
korey.carmichael@plantpioneer.com 
 

Tye Engel  316-217-6253 

tye.engel@plantpioneer.com 
 

Mike McGinn  316-772-7171  

mikemcginn@plantpioneer.com 
 

Tanner Gatz  316-284-1597      
tgatz4@gmail.com 
 
           

Insurance 
Steve McGinn  316-284-1935         
mcginnst@hotmail.com 
 

BILLING QUESTIONS 
Susannah McGinn  Off. 316-772-5050  
susannah.mcginn@plantpioneer.com 

Pioneer Seeds : 

Get a Look into 

Pioneer’s Breed-

ing Program 

Type this into the search bar to find it.    

Visit www.wildcatagriservices.com  - to learn more about Pioneer Products! 

Get your meters calibrated and repaired.  We have a planter test stand 

for checking the accuracy of vacuum, finger pickup, and Kinze brush 

meter units. 

This is something that we suggest should be done on a planter at least 

every other year.  Contact Mike, Tye, or Korey for details and to schedule your test.  We would 

really like to do these this winter instead during the spring rush.   

Pricing is $20/row before December 31st, $25/row before March 1st and /$30/

row after March 1st.   

Planter Test Stand 

As we approach the end of another 

year, we would like to take this oppor-

tunity to say Thank You for the business 

that you have given to us this past year.  

We appreciate your loyalty and friend-

ship that you have shared with us. We 

want to continue to earn the oppor-

tunity to build a lasting relationship 

with you.   

From all of us at Wildcat Agri-Services 

we want to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous 2024! 


