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CORN PLANTING DEPTH CRUCIAL FOR TOP 
YIELDS 

 Check for good seed-soil contact 

 Slower planting speeds achieve more uniform 
planting depths 

 Utilize in-row residue management equipment 
where needed. 

 
Corn Planted too shallow (‹1.5 inches) 
 

 Is less able to uptake water nda nutrients 
through the roots 

 Can develop a condition called “rootless corn 
syndrome”  Plants will fall over due to the lack of 
nodal root development in dry soil 

 Can expose seedlings to herbicide resideues, 
increasing the 
potential for 
herbicide 
injury 

 Can slow 
emergence and 
root 
development 
in dry 
conditions. 
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The main goal of 
your corn planting 
operation should be 
to place all seeds at a 
uniform depth and 
spacing.  Technology 
advancements from 
equipment manufac-
turers have allowed 
for much improve 
seed metering accu-
racy and monitoring 
in recent years, however planting depth uniformity 
remains a factor that must be evaluated manually with 
changing field conditions.  Proper planting depth is 
crucial for even stand establishment, which maximizes 
your corn yield potential. 
 
Planting depth Recommendations: 
 

 Planting depth should be 1.5 to 2 inches.  Up to 3 
inches may be justified in very dry soil conditions 
to reach adequate moisture 

 Set planting depth in the field with the planter 
being pulled at full operating speed 

 Check planting depth across entire planter( center 
can vary significantly from outside wings due to 
weight distribution) 

The highest-yielding entry of the 2023 contest came from Inman farmer Brett Fro-
ese. The Pioneer 42A84E,  an Enlist soybean variety,  yielded 104.2 bushels per acre 
and were entered in the statewide no-till irrigated division of the contest.  
 
In the statewide no-till irrigated division, George Ensz, Inman, earned second place 
with 94.4 bushels per acre and Menold Farms, Hiawatha, placed third with 92.3 
bushels per acre. 
 
In the statewide conventional-till irrigated division, Doug Mills, Hugoton, took first 
place with 102.2 bushels per acre and Chad Penner, Inman, took second place with 
100.2 bushels per acre. Third place went to Sam Miller, Haven, with an entry of 94.8 
bushels per acre. 
 
The Kansas Soybean Commission provides monetary awards to finalists each year. 
Winners received recognition at the 2024 Kansas Soybean Expo January 10 in Tope-
ka. Details about the contests are available at  
www.kansassoybeans.org/contests 

INMAN FARMERS AMONG SOYBEAN YIELD   
WINNERS 

Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of choices, if you 
want a crop insurance agent that can help you make 

choices from a farmers perspective contact  
   Steve McGinn at 316-284-1935 

Ag Risk  

Management

Yields from the Fields 

newsletter and Walking 

Your Fields Newsletters 

is the digital Pioneer 

newsletter.  Don’t miss 

out on the local, timely 

agronomic tips, manage-

ment articles and local 

performance infor-

mation Pioneer shares  

from pre-plant through 

harvest and even 

through the winter 

months.  Go to 

www.pioneer.com/

signup to get signed up 

to start receiving this 

newsletter and other 

information for your 

local geography from 

Pioneer. 
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Contact Information 

PIONEER & WHEAT SEED  
Korey Carmichael  316-641-3160 
korey.carmichael@plantpioneer.com 
 

Tye Engel  316-217-6253 

tye.engel@plantpioneer.com 
 

Mike McGinn  316-772-7171  

mikemcginn@plantpioneer.com 
 

Tanner Gatz  316-284-1597      
tgatz4@gmail.com 
 
           

Insurance 
Steve McGinn  316-284-1935         
mcginnst@hotmail.com 
 

BILLING QUESTIONS 
Susannah McGinn  Off. 316-772-5050  
wildcatagriservices@gmail.com 

Pioneer Seeds : 

Takeaways from 

2023 NCGA   

winners  

Type this into the search bar to find it.    

Visit www.wildcatagriservices.com  - to learn more about Pioneer Products! 

Get your meters calibrated and repaired.  We have a planter test stand 
for checking the accuracy of vacuum, finger pickup, and Kinze brush 
meter units. 
 
This is something that we suggest should be done on a planter at least 
every other year.  Contact Mike, Tye, or Korey for details and to sched-
ule your test.  We would really like to do these this winter instead during the spring rush.   

Pricing is $25/row before March 1st and /$30/row after March 1st.   

PLANTER TEST STAND 

 
 

Another harvest has concluded, and David Hula and Pioneer® brand corn products 
have shown why they’re the best in the industry with another record-breaking yield 

result with 623.84 bu/A with 14830VYHR.  
 

Pioneer corn products continues to build on their legacy of consistent, proven perfor-
mance and agronomics. Pioneer growers earned 9 national wins and 205 state wins 

across 41 states.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GEg8oXXlEf_lt2fvqnHKHmOg-rtTBFQYgkE0cFWzGyEKzrF7Icg-6Y2tpbORDqqTVp_ojR-77COeu0ygKQ26TuiEY430Bg7T80Qopfnifj7Q9nL8M5eYidtlyYB-07I9PPuXPx190sayhp9WKFbcKOwrPTnKVlLnfWkOf9nBxGw=&c=Szs0p8o3FFDg2fIoFSKDPYnH9obBGcOnM2WGXydNQrzgkSUx8evG


PLANTER LEVELING 
For proper disc cutting action, seed delivery, planting depth accu-
racy, and press wheel action, planters need to run slightly uphill, 
particularly as they age and the parallel linkages become worn. 
Check your planter for its levelness. If the planter is running down-
hill, it may require adjusting hitch position. 
 

PARALLEL LINKAGES 
Parallel linkages wear over time, 
which can lead to excessive 
movement of the row unit. Bush-
ing wear will tend to make a row 
unit plant slightly shallower with 
more tendency for erratic seed 
distribution. With your planter 
raised in the air stand behind 
each row unit and push up and 
side to side. If you find that the 
row unit moves  

 

OPENING DISCS 
Sharp cutting double-disc openers can either make or break a 
planter. A business card can be used to determine if the discs 
have the necessary 2 inches of cutting edge contact (see below). 
The V-trench they form is critical for good seed-to-soil contact and 
uniform emergence. As disc openers wear, they will 
no longer form a firm cutting point. This can lead to an irregular 
furrow, shaped like a “W” instead of a “V” resulting in variable seed 
depth placement and a lack of seed to soil contact. Discs should 
be replaced when wear exceeds factory specifications, which is 
typically when they have lost ½-inch or more of their original diam-
eter. A good visual indicator that discs need to be replaced is when 
the original bevel on the edge of the discs is gone. 

 
DEPTH GAUGE WHEELS 
Depth-gauge wheels should be checked to make sure that they 
turn freely, move up and down easily, and run tightly against the 
opening discs. This is important to ensure that soil doesn’t flow 
between the wheels and the 
opening discs and into the seed 
trench, which can result in irreg-
ular seed placement and plant-
ing depth variability. Yearly in-
spections will tell you if the 
gauge wheel arm bushings are 
worn and if the wheels need to 
be shimmed in against the dou-
ble disc opener  

 

SEED TUBES 
Inspect seed tubes and vacuum for obstructions, leaks, and loose 
fittings, and continue to do this regularly throughout spring planting 
season. Clean seed tube sensors routinely, and make sure to ad-
just vacuum pressure according to seed size and shape. Check 
your seed drop tubes to be sure they are free and clear of any ob-
structions, and make sure that they are not worn by your double 
disc openers. Rough edges caused by wear can alter your plant-
er’s seed drop accuracy. Any hindrance or obstruction that inter-
feres with seed drop can result in erratic seed distribution, even 
though meters are functioning perfectly. If seed tubes are worn, 
they should be replaced. If the planter is equipped with seed firm-
ers, they should also be checked for wear and replaced if neces-
sary. 

 
METERS 
Meters should be taken apart before each planting season for 
cleaning and to check parts for wear. Finger pick-up metering units 
should be recalibrated after 100 acres have been planted per row 

SPRING PLANTER PREPARATION BY LAURA SHARPE & MARK JESCHKE 
unit. Confirm that all seals on vacuum meters are in working order 
and seed discs are flat and not warped. Double check the clear-
ance between the seed disc and the housing to prevent vacuum 
leaks. Inspect any belt or brush within the meter, and in high-speed 
delivery systems, for wear and misshapen bristles or paddles. It is 
also important to check the bowl tension on John Deere Ex-
actEmerge planters. If the bowl tension is too loose, seeds may 
not end up getting to the brush belt for delivery to the seed furrow. 

 
COULTERS AND ROW CLEANERS 
Coulters and other attachments can impact seed to soil contact, 
especially with heavy residues. Coulter depth and sharpness are 
important to allow residues to be cut cleanly rather than crimping 
and pushing them into the seed furrow. Most coulters should be set 
to run about 1/4 inch above the depth of the double-disc openers. 
Be sure that coulters and residue attachments are aligned properly 
with the double-disc planted too deep and double disc openers not 
turning properly. Make sure row cleaners gently sweep residue – 
you don’t want to move soil, just residue. Watch the row cleaners 
running. Fixed row cleaners shouldn’t turn constantly; they should 
gently turn sporadically, especially through areas of thick residue. 
Floating row cleaners should maintain constant contact with the 
ground, flowing the contours and providing a clean and consistent 
path for the depth gauge wheels to follow. 

 
CLOSING WHEELS 
For closing wheels to perform properly, it is important to ensure 
that they are aligned with the opening discs. To check alignment, 
set the planter on the ground and pull ahead about 5 feet. Look at 
the mark left behind the planter by the double disc openers. The 
mark should run right down the centerline between closing wheels. 
If a closing wheel is running too close to the seed furrow, adjust the 
closing wheels to bring it back to the center.  

 

CHAINS AND SPROCKETS 
Check all chains, sprockets, and shear pins for wear and proper 
tension. If they are worn or chain links are stiff, the chain should be 
replaced. Make sure chains are lubricated properly. 

 

TECHNOLOGY CHECK 
Check all wiring harnesses, ensure all wiring is connected and in 
working order. Consider gathering loose cords with zip ties. For all 
add n equipment, check all electric sensors, own force compres-
sors etc. Review all monitors, remove old prescriptions. Load VRS 
planting scripts from Granular Insights prior to planting and en-
sure planter is accepting the prescription. Utilize agronomic tools 
from Granular Insights like population charts for hybrids based on 
seed price, yield environment, and commodity price. Scan corn 
seed batch tags for final planter settings to optimize seed drop. 
Have your planting plan preloaded into the monitor and onto all 
employee smart phones for simple stress-free planting. 

 
SAFETY CHECK 
Perform a safety check on all 
planting equipment to make 
sure lights and signals work 
properly so you don’t risk 
accidents when 
moving from one farm or 
field to another. Ensure that 
all farm equipment has the 
appropriate slow moving 
vehicle signage. Clean win-
dows to ensure operators 
can see clearly. Ensure the 
hitch pin is secure and safety 
chain is attached, especially for road travel  

HAVE SOMETHING TO 

SELL?   
 

IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE FARM EQUIPMENT OR 
FARM RELATED ITEMS YOU MAY DO SO FREE OF 
CHARGE. DEADLINE IS THE LAST DAY OF EACH 

MONTH. SEND YOUR AD TO  
WILDCATAGRISERVICES@GMAIL.COM 

Agri-Products 500 gallon saddle tanks for 
8000 series tractor $1500 OBO.  316-284-                                                                                                                               

1935. 
 

Berkeley 8X6 pump w/trailer. $1000. 316-772-
0147 
 

1200 Feet of gated 8” pvc pipe.  620-386-0569   

 

Western Land Roller Tailwater Pump.  Single 
phase motor 5 HP.  316-650-2678      
 

Irrigation gear head 6-5 ratio.  620-386-0569 

Precision Planting parts—Call Mike for pricing 
on parts.  316-772-7171 

Ag Risk  
Management

2024 PIONEER  
INFINITY PROGRAM 

UPCOMING AG MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND SCHOOLS 

Discounts for 2024 Platinum and Gold customers who prepay for ap-

proved Corteva Agriscience crop protection products by March 1st 2024 will earn 
an additional 5% on your Corteva Prepay dollars.  Total savings adds up to 15% cash 
or 10% credit. 

See eligible crop protection products at www.wildcatagriservices.com/
services  then click on TruChoice Financing or at pioneer.com/truchoice   

Top Producer Summit  Feb 5th –7th  in Kansas City  https://events.farmjournal.com/top-producer-summit-2024/begin 
 

Ag Innovation Forum 2024  Feb 13th in Kansas City MO.   www.agbizkc.com/upcoming-events 
 

Women Managing the Farm Conference  Feb 14-16th    http://womenmanagingthefarm.com 
 

 2024 Alfalfa School  February 13th  Great Bend, KS.  Hosted by the K-State Research and Extension and the Kansas Forage 

and Grassland Council (KSFGC)  RSVP by February 7th 620-793-1910 or aboor@ksu.edu 
 

K-State Cow-Calf Production clinic—February 20th—Eureka, KS.    RSVP  by calling 620-583-7455 or                              

benjam63@ksu.edu  
 

K-State Cow-Calf school—February 22nd—McPherson, KS.  RSVP 620-241-1523 or 

tregehr@ksu.edu or online at https://tinyurl.com/KSRECOWCALF24 
 

K-State Extension and Kansas Beef Quality Beef Assurance 

training and certification —March 18th RSVP 785-273-5225 or KBC@KansasBeef.org 
 

K-State Agricultural Economics presents Finances and the Farm online education.  

Visit www.AgManager.info/Events 
 

K-State Agricultural Economics presents Risk Management on the Farm—Visit 

www.AgManager.info/Events 

Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of 
choices, if you want a crop insurance 
agent that can help you make choices 

from a farmers perspective contact  
 

  Steve McGinn  316-284-1935 


