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COMMON & SOUTHERN RUSTS
Common rust of corn (caused by the fungus Puccin-

ia sorghi) is present at low levels in most cornfields 

every year.  Southern Rust (caused by Puccinia pol-

ysora) is less frequently observed.  Rust disease can

cause economic damage.  

DISTINGUISING BETWEEN RUST DISEASES

Common south-

ern rust fungi 

produce fungal 

spores in struc-

tures called pus-

tules, which are 

raised masses 

of colored 

spores that rup-

ture epidermal leaf tis-

sue.  On infected corn, pustules are located on leaf 

surfaces or leaf sheaths.  Rust spores can be 

rubbed off of the leaves and leave a brown or or-

ange stain on fingers or clothing.

The location, color and shape of the pustules are 

important for identifying the type of rust infection.  

Common rust pustules appear on upper and lower 

leaf surfaces.  They are typically brown to brownish 

red, elongated in shape and scattered on leaf sur-

faces.  Southern 

rust pustules 

appear primarily 

on the upper 

leaf surface, are 

orange to light 

brown, round 

and densely 

packed on the 

leaf surface.  

Pustules caused by either disease may first be ob-

served in the upper canopy of the plant, or clus-

tered on leaves from infections that occurred while 

leaves were In the whorl.  Mixed infections of both 

rust fungi can occur on the same plant, which can 

confuse diagnosis.  

CONDITIONS FAVORING DISEASE DEVELOPMENT

Neither rust fungus survives the winter.  These fun-

gi require living plant tissue to survive, so once the 

corn plant dies, the fungus loses its host.

Most rust fungi are biologically complex (with many 

spore stages) and require more than one host spe-

cies to complete their life cycles, which includes sex-

ual reproduction.  However, the spores produced on

corn (called urediniospores) are capable of indefinite 

asexual reproduction, as long as living corn is availa-

ble to be infected.  Each year, urediniospores of 

both rusts are blown north from tropical areas.  

They are carried on wind currents and deposited 

into cornfields.  

Both rust fungi require short periods of leaf wetness 

to cause an infection.  Approximately six hours of 

dew is usually enough moisture for infection and 

disease development.  

Temperature plays a critical role in the life cycle of 

both rusts.  The common rust fungus prefers cooler 

weather (61-77F) for optimal infection.  Common 

rust symptoms may be observed early in the season, 

depending on how quickly spores arrive from the 

South.  Cool evenings with dew formation can lead 

to severe common rust on susceptible hybrids.  Hot 

dry weather will limit common rust disease develop-

ment and cause pustules to become inactive, leaving 

small dead areas of leaf tissue that can be confused 

with lesions caused by another fungal disease, gray 

leaf spot.  Careful inspection of the leaf surface with 

a hand lens should reveal ruptured epidermal leaf 

tissue surrounding the lesion.  This symptom will 

help to distinguish common rust from other foliar 

fungal diseases.

Southern rust prefers warmer weather; fungal infec-

tion occurs between 77-82F.  This disease usually 

appears in late July or August.  When conditions are 

favorable for rust development, the infection cycle 

will continually repeat and result in secondary infec-

tions.  Each pustule produces thousands of spores 

that can infect the plant and produce additional pus-

tules in as few as 7 days.  If these cycles continue, 

disease intensity can reach epidemic levels very 

quickly.

The speed at which corn rust can reach damaging 

Continued on Page 2

Thank You For

Supporting

Wildcat Agri-
Services!

We want to thank all of 

you for planting Pioneer 

hybrids on your farm in 

2021.  We know you do 

have choices when it 

comes to whom you part-

ner with on your seed 

selections. 

Sometimes we may forget 

in the heat of the mo-

ment to say , “THANK 

YOU” for supporting 

Wildcat Agri-Services 

through your purchases 

of Pioneer seed, & other 

ag products.  Being availa-

ble evenings,  & week-

ends we figure is part of 

the job of being a local 

independent dealer.

We appreciate you select-

ing Pioneer products for 

your acres and we want 

to continue to earn your 

business in the future

Mike McGinn & Family 

Tye Engel & Family

Korey Carmichael & Family
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Contact Information

PIONEER & WHEAT SEED
Korey Carmichael  316-641-3160
korey.carmichael@plantpioneer.com

Tye Engel  316-217-6253
tye.engel@plantpioneer.com

Mike McGinn  316-772-7171 
mikemcginn@plantpioneer.com

Tanner Gatz  316-284-1597     
tgatz4@gmail.com
          

Insurance
Steve McGinn  316-284-1935         
mcginnst@hotmail.com

BILLING QUESTIONS
Susannah McGinn   Off. 316-772-5050 
susannah.mcginn@plantpioneer.com

June’s video is     

Identifying Corn's 

Growing Point Af-

ter Sustaining 

Damages.  type this into the search bar 

and it will show up for you.   More videos 

can be seen @ Pioneer Seeds.

Visit www.wildcatagriservices.com  - to learn more about 
Pioneer Products!

Serving American

Farmers Since 1926

Don’t forget your Infinity Discounts are 

locked for savings all season long even on   

purchases for Double-Crop planting.

FYI

JULY 10TH  - PIONEER SEED, PALLETS & PROBOX RETURN DEADLINE

If you are still planting please call us and let us know.  

Pioneer and Wildcat Agri-Services Invoice Payments 

Due Now
Be watching for updated invoices for Pioneer Seed and Wildcat Agri-Services in the mail.  

Please make your seed purchase payments out to Pioneer Hi-Bred Int. Your Pioneer 

seed invoice is due upon receipt.  If you also purchased seed treatments from Wildcat 

Agri-Services you will also receive a bill for this.  Please make seed treatment and 

chemical checks out to Wildcat Agri-Services.

Please take a few minutes to review your bills and contact us ASAP with any questions or 

discrepancies that you may have.  We will be settling up in August and it will be difficult 

to make changes to your account after that time.  

August 19th Pioneer Field Day at 7 PM                                     

Come and tour the plots to view new varieties, crop protection and value-enhanced 

traits that will be available for the 2022 growing season.  This is a great opportunity to 

learn about new products from Pioneer that are bred specifically for your farm.  The 

field day will be located at the warehouse for Wildcat Agri-Services 1123 West 4th St. 

Sedgwick.  Dinner and drinks will follow plot tours.



2021 WILDCAT AGRI-SERVICES WHEAT TEST PLOT RESULTS AND

2022 VARIETIES AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

COMMON AND SOUTHERN RUSTS CONTINUED

BRAND PRODUCT TEST WT MOISTURE YIELD

WestBred WB4269 64.1 9.6 78.4

WestBred WB4401 64.7 9.6 90.7

WestBred WB4699 62.3 9.5 88.9

OGI Double Stop 63.7 9.5 76.9

KS Wheat Alliance Zenda 64.6 9.8 80.6

LCS Hatchett 64.5 9.6 84

KS Wheat Alliance Experimental 62.7 9.5 82.5

LCS Photon 64.7 9.7 74.3

LCS Steel 62.4 10.6 72.8

LCS Chrome 63.5 9.8 69.5

AgriPro SY-Wolverine 65.2 10 69.3

AgriPro SY-Bob Dole 63.9 9.7 71.1

AgriPro SY-Monument 65.1 9.6 82.4

HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?  
IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE FARM EQUIPMENT OR

FARM RELATED ITEMS YOU MAY DO SO FREE OF
CHARGE. DEADLINE IS THE LAST DAY OF EACH

MONTH. SEND YOUR AD TO
SUSANNAH.MCGINN@plantpioneer.com

       

1200 Feet of gated 8” pvc pipe.  620-386-0569 

Berkeley 8X6 pump w/trailer. $1000. 316-772-0147

Western Land Roller Tailwater Pump.  3 
phase motor 5 HP.  316-650-2678     

1993 John Deere 7800  7780 Hr. StarFire 3000 
FS1 2600 receiver, Schaben 300 gal. saddle 
tanks, Call 316-371-0546

Irrigation gear head 6-5 ratio.  620-386-0569

Precision Planting parts—Call Mike for pric-
ing on parts.  316-772-7171

1996 - 9500 4-wheel drive JD combine with 925 
flex head, straw chopper and spreader, 3579 sep-
arator hours, new front tires, always shedded.  
Also available 925 rigid head & 643 corn head. 
Call for information 316-796-0537 or 316-208-
9468 

Misc. Aluminum Irrigation Fittings $25 each.  
Line valves $50 each.  8 & 10 inch size.  316-284-
1935

levels is why it is necessary to pay careful attention to the level 

and timing of initial disease infection in susceptible hybrids.  

Young leaves are more susceptible to rust infection than ma-

ture leaves, and late-planted corn my be at greater risk of infec-

tion if weather conditions favor disease devel-

opment.

DISEASE IMPACT

Rust diseases are parasites and divert nutri-

ent for fungal growth that would normally be 

used by the plant.  This process can lead to 

yield loss during grain fill when plant re-

sources are needed to contribute to the devel-

oping ear.

Rust pustules also rupture leaf epidermal tissue, which can in-

terfere with the regulation of water loss by stomata on the leaf 

surface.  Consequently, severe rust outbreaks may reduce the 

plant’s water use efficiency and infected plants may exhibit 

symptoms of mild drought stress.  These effects can also con-

tribute to the development of stalk rot and lodging.

MANAGING THE DISEASE

It varies in most years if hybrid field corn requires management 

for rust disease.  Therefore rust management may be necessary 

when conditions are especially favorable for disease develop-

ment.  

Resistance ratings may be available for hybrids.  

Some ratings for common rust may be availa-

ble.  Local ratings for southern rust are scarce.  

All corn plants have age-related resistance to 

the rust fungi, and planting corn as early as 

possible can minimize disease risk later in the 

season, because leaves will typically be more 

mature and less susceptible to infection when 

rust spores arrive from the South.

Fungicides are available for in-season rust management.  It is im-

portant to remember that fungicide applications are an additional 

cost to hybrid corn production, so consider economic factors 

(such as corn market price and fungicide application cost) in addi-

tion to disease factors when deciding whether or not to apply fun-

gicides to manage rust in corn for grain production.

Call Now to Reserve Your Wheat Seed!

 Bob Dole                               
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Tanner Gatz 3 16-284-159 7                      
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Tye Engel  3 16-217 -6253

K orey Carmichael  3 16-641-
3 160

 Benefit
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 Double Stop

 Zenda
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 Blends

 And Most 

Other          

varieties

It varies in most years if hybrid field corn requires management 

If you would like to receive your newsletter as a PDF to your inbox 
please email or text us with your request.   Text us at 316-751-5642 or 

Email: wildcatagriservices@gmail.com  

Like us on Facebook at 

Wildcat Agri-Services



NATIONAL YIELD CONTESTS

If you are interested in entering into any of these contests please 

call Susannah at the office to get registered!

CROP INSIGHTS CONTINUED

Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of choices, 
if you want a crop insurance agent that can 

help you make choices from a farmers        
perspective contact    

Steve McGinn 316-284-1935

Ag Risk Management

Follow Pioneer on Twitter

@ksuhill (Gary Hill Pioneer Account Manager)  

@pioneerKansas   

@Pioneerseeds    Don’t forget the deadline 

to use your earned     

Corteva Cash is July 15th. If you planted Pioneer Enlist 

soybeans this year you can 

help raise neighborhood 

awareness by posting an   

Enlist sign on your field.  Signs 

are available at the Wildcat 

Agri-Services Warehouse near 

Sedgwick on a first come first 

serve basis.  Stop by and pick 

yours up today!

CROP INSIGHTS CONTINUED




