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CORN MILK LINE PROGRESSION  
How far are we from Harvest?  Why are some 

hybrids black layering prematurely?  Moisture at 

physiological maturity is typically around 35% 

but can vary due to differences in hybrid charac-

teristics and environmental conditions.  

Following physiological ma-

turity, an abscission layer, 

known as the black layer, 

will form at the base of the 

kernel. Within the ear, the 

black layer usually forms 

first in the tip kernels with 

progression a few days later 

to the large kernels at the 

base. 

Black layer is often used as 

a visual indicator of physio-

logical maturity and the two 

are often considered synony-

mous, but this is not actually 

the case. 

• Black layer formation is 

triggered when sucrose 

trans-location to the de-

veloping kernel stops. 

• This cessation of sucrose 

flow can be due to the 

physiological maturity of the kernel but can 

also be the result by other factors causing a 

sharp drop in plant photosynthesis such as 

foliar disease, hail, frost, or prolonged cold 

temps. 

• Black layer formation triggered by environ-

mental stress can occur before physiological 

maturity, effectively shutting down grain fill 

prematurely  

When Corn Hybrids take an ex-

tremely long time to move from 

early dent to black layer, this 

isn’t necessarily a bad thing 

suggesting that if we can slow 

that process down, our test 

weights will be higher due to 

lower temps and less stress 

during this critical time period s 

we convert sugars into starch.  

Just like the vegetative growth 

and development, the milk line 

movement is heat unit driven. 

On the chart to the right, you 

can see that once we are to the 

½ milk stage, we are still about 

200 heat units away from ma-

turity, or about 8-9 days. 

Once the kernels have black 

layered we are usually 30-35% 

moisture depending on the hy-

brid and the environmental 

conditions. 

Again, Corn dry down rate is tightly linked to daily 

growing degree unit (GDU) accumulation. 

In general, drying corn from 30% down to 25% 

moisture requires about 30 GDUs per point.  Dry-

ing from 25% to 20% requires about 45 GDUs per 

point.  
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Don’t Forget         
December 1st 2022 

is the Pioneer        
Deferred Payment  

Deadline  

 In October you will   
receive a  final Payment 
Reminder and payment 

coupon from Pioneer.   
No further statements 

will be sent to you. 

If you wish to pay off 
your loan prior to the 

due date of December 
1st you will need to call  
1-800-248-4030 then 

choose   
option 1 for 
your current  

payoff 
amount 

Platinum Level Gold Level Silver Level 

Qualifiers 

100% Customer OR 

> 10% YOY Acreage growth  

OR 

>100 YOY Acreage growth   

AND  

Payment by Dec. 2nd, 2022 

Qualifiers 

Retain Acres (90-109%) 

of PY acres   

AND  

Payment by Dec. 2nd 

2022 

 

Qualifiers 

Invoice & Payment by   

Feb 24th 2023 

Benefits 

100% Replant 

Granular Insights 

Financing; Prime –1 @ 22%  

Benefits 

75% Replant 

Granular Insights  

Financing: Prime –1 @ 

17% discount 

Benefits 

50% Replant 

Granular Insights 

Financing: Prime –1 @ 

12% discount 

For 2023 Pioneer is continuing the three 

levels of the Infinity Program. They are Plati-
num, Gold, and Silver.  Benefits and qualifi-

cations for each are listed.  It’s not too early 

to start planning for 2023. 

YOY= year over year    PY = Prior Year 

PIONEER 2023      
INFINITY PROGRAM 

HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?   
IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE FARM EQUIPMENT OR 

FARM RELATED ITEMS YOU MAY DO SO FREE OF 
CHARGE. DEADLINE IS THE LAST DAY OF EACH 

MONTH. SEND YOUR AD TO  

SUSANNAH.MCGINN@plantpioneer.com 
        

Strobel 3-box seed tender with inoculator 
Kohler 9.5hp engine.  Good condition, always 
parked inside.  $10,000 obo. 620-345-6616 
 

Berkeley 8X6 pump w/trailer. $1000. 316-772-
0147 
 

1200 Feet of gated 8” pvc pipe.  620-386-0569       
 

Western Land Roller Tailwater Pump.  Single 
phase motor 5 HP.  316-650-2678      
 

Irrigation gear head 6-5 ratio.  620-386-0569 
 

Precision Planting parts—Call Mike for pricing 
on parts.  316-772-7171 

WHEAT MANAGEMENT TO MAXIMIZE YIELD POTENTIAL  
NEED ADEQUATE STANDS FOR TOP PRODUCTION  

• Stand establishment is critical for achieving high yields and 
having good weed control. Seeding rates should consider the 
amount of seeds per acre rather than pounds of seed per 
acre. Rates from 1.2-1.8 million seeds per acre should be 
acceptable depending on tillage and planting date.  

• Stand establishment of 27-35 plants/ft2 with 3-5 tillers/plant 
is optimal. To maximize potential yield, there should be at 
least 40 heads/ft2, with the optimum numbers between 60 
and 80 heads/ft2. Final stands of 15-18 plants/ft2 or less are 
candidates for replanting to corn or soybeans. • Rule of 
thumb for yield potential: 1.3-1.6 bu/acre per head/ft2.  

NITROGEN MANAGEMENT  

• Wheat uses 1.1-1.5 pounds of nitrogen for each bushel of 
expected yield and utilizes 70-75% of the total nitrogen re-
quirement between Feekes growth stages 6 and 10 The 

greatest amount of nitrogen should be available at that time.  

• 70+ tillers/ft2, apply nitrogen at Feekes growth stage 4-5 (prior 
to jointing).  

• 100-140 lbs./acre of nitrogen spring-applied is recommended.  

• High rates of nitrogen may cause lodging in certain varieties. 
Avoid overlaps in application.  

• If a high rate of nitrogen is planned, consider a split applica-
tion of 40 lbs./acre before green up and another 60 lbs./acre 
at Feekes growth stage 4-5 (prior to jointing).  

• Do not delay nitrogen application on a marginal stand of 
wheat. If stands are thin and tiller counts are low, an early  
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application of nitrogen can induce tillering and consequently in-

      to everyone who attended the 24th annual field day at the warehouse 

near Sedgwick.  John Heimerman and Caleb Schultis Pioneer Agronomists provid-

ed in depth information about varieties, technologies, and agronomic issues in our area.  Great infor-

mation about products and challenges we faced this season were also discussed. We appreciate your sup-

port and interest in learning about the new Pioneer hybrids that will be available in 2023.   

Alfalfa Seed and Inoculants                             
Premium alfalfa is in somewhat limited quantities.  If you are considering planting fall seeded alfalfa please try to 

let us know as soon as possible.  Blended alfalfa is in good supply at present.  

Alfalfa:  Pioneer has a good supply of Alfalfa varieties, for fall seeding in both blends and pure lines 

available.   

Inoculants:  Silage, high moisture grain, and alfalfa inoculants are also all available.  All inoculants 

are in good supply, but some are a special order item, so plan ahead. 

2022 FALL WEIGH WAGON PROGRAM 
We will have a  weigh wagon available this fall for testing yields against both competing 

products, side by side comparison of Pioneer products and yield checks.  Any and all yield data and product results are of the utmost 

importance to all of us.  Call us and we will make every effort to get  to your weighs in a timely manner.  

Receive your choice of a Pioneer sweatshirt, Pioneer insulated vest, or a Pioneer creeper as a thank you gift from Wildcat Agri-Services 

for taking the time out of your busy harvest schedule to complete the weigh. 



Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of 
choices, if you want a crop insurance 

agent that can help you make choices from 
a farmers perspective contact  

    
Steve McGinn  
316-284-1935 

Ag Risk     

Manage-

ment

2022 WILDCAT AGRI-
SERVICES TEST PLOT RESULTS  

BRAND PRODUCT TEST WT MOISTURE YIELD RANK 

Kansas Wheat Alliance Zenda 63.4 10.4 63.7 9 

Kansas Wheat Alliance Ahearn 59 10.3 63.2 11 

Syngenta Monument 59.6 10.2 65.7 8 

Polansky Seed Rock Star 61.3 10.1 70.7 4 

Oklahoma Genetics Double Stop 62.9 10.5 63.6 10 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds Atomic 61.8 10.6 73.4 2 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds Steel 59.1 10.7 67.2 7 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds Julep 62.1 10.8 58.8 13 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds Valiant 63 10 72 3 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds Photon 63.5 10.6 57.4 14 

WestBred Experimental 62.4 10.6 77.6 1 

WestBred Experimental 60.2 10.3 68.7 6 

WestBred 4269 63.9 9.9 51.1 15 

Westbred 4401 61.9 10.7 70.2 5 

WestBred 4699 60.6 10.1 59.7 12 

Call Now  to  Reserve Y our W heat 

Seed! 

 Bob Dole                                

 LCS Chrome 

 WB 4422 

 WB 4699 

 WB 4401 

 WB 4269 

 LCS Atomic 

 WB 4523 

 KWA Ahearn 

 

 

Contact:      

Tanner Gatz                    
316-284-1597                      

Mike McGinn                      
316-772-7171 

Tye Engel 316-217-6253 

Korey Carmichael          
316-641-3160 

 Benefit 

 Wolverine 

 Double 

Stop 

 KWA Zenda 

 SY            

Monument 

 Rockstar 

 Blends 

 And Most 

Other     

Varieties 

crease the number of heads/ft2. In this situation, a split application 
may help. Apply 60 lbs./acre of nitrogen for a first application 
(before greenup) and another 40 lbs./acre at Feekes growth stage 
4-5 (before jointing).  

• A split application of nitrogen is suggested and has shown 
positive yield results, especially on light or 
sandy soils.  

• Nitrogen application rates may be reduced if 
fields have a history of manure application.  

• If a stand is destroyed, credit 50-75% of ap-
plied nitrogen to a subsequent corn crop 
(depending on growth stage).  

• What form of nitrogen should be used? The 
form of nitrogen is not as important as how 
accurately it is applied. Apply a uniform rate 
across the entire application width and avoid 
application methods that may burn the leaves 
which could reduce yield (such as 28% solu-
tion applied with herbicides). Common forms of nitrogen used 
include: ammonium sulfate, urea, and 28% solution.  

PEST MANAGEMENT  

• Insects: Scouting is critical. If aphid populations exceed thresh-
olds (10 per foot of row with early green up and good condi-
tions) a treatment should be applied to protect from barley 
yellow dwarf virus (BYDV).  

• Diseases: A good crop with high yield potential and high wheat 
prices will increase the probability of an economic benefit to 
fungicide application. 100+ bu/acre wheat is thick and does 
not get a lot of air movement within the canopy— a perfect 
environment for disease if the weather also remains wet and 
provides a favorable environment for disease.  

• Apply fungicide at 3-4 fl oz/acre between tillering and jointing 
for early-season disease control/suppression.  

• For optimal yield and flag-leaf disease control, apply fungicide 

at 6.8 fl oz/acre at Feekes stage 9.  

• Weeds: Start clean, stay clean! Keep fields clean early and do 
not let weeds get too big. Use a burn down herbicide well 
before planting in no-till environments to eliminate weeds 
and volunteer corn. Use multiple tillage passes in a conven-

tional tillage program if needed to start clean. 
The best weed control after seeding is a good 
stand of wheat.  

• Recommendation:  Apply 0.75 ounces of 
herbicide per acre to actively growing wheat from 
2-leaf to flag leaf emergence stage. For best re-
sults, apply when weeds are actively growing in 
the 2 to 4 leaf stage or less than 4 inches tall. Be 
sure to read and follow all label directions.  

• Do not apply a total of more than 0.75 oz of 
herbicide per acre per season. Consider the fall 
weed management program before proceeding 
with spring treatments. 

WHEAT MANAGEMENT CONTINUED  

FEEKES SCALE  

STAGE SCALE 

Tillering 1-5 

Stem Extension 6-10 

Heading 10.1-10.5 

Flowering 10.5.1-10.5.4 

Ripening 11.1-11.4 

STANDARD 
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Sedgwick, KS.   

Permit # 14 1123 West 4th Street 

Sedgwick, KS.  67135 

Contact Information 

PIONEER & WHEAT SEED  
Korey Carmichael  316-641-3160 
korey.carmichael@plantpioneer.com 
 

TYE ENGEL  316-217-6253 
tye.engel@plantpioneer.com 
 

MIKE MCGINN  316-772-7171  

mikemcginn@plantpioneer.com 
 

TANNER GATZ  316-284-1597      
TGATZ4@gmail.com 
 
           

Insurance 
STEVE MCGINN  316-284-1935         
mcginnst@hotmail.com 
 
BILLING QUESTIONS 
SUSANNAH MCGINN  OFF. 316-772-5050  
susannah.mcginn@plantpioneer.com 

Frogeye Leaf 

Spot in Soy-

beans 

Type this into the search bar to find it.   

More videos can be seen @ Pioneer Seeds. 

Visit www.wildcatagriservices.com  - to learn more about Pioneer Products! 

NATIONAL YIELD CONTESTS  FOR 2022 
If you are interested in entering into any of 
these contest please call  Susannah at the 

office to get registered! 

December 1st 2022 is the Pioneer Deferred Payment Deadline 

We have had a few customers starting to get with us on estimates on 

orders for the 2023 crop year.  We know that it seems early, but the 

sooner we know the demand the better off we will be in attaining addi-

tional supplies of the leading hybrids.  But it always seems that the early orders have a 

better chance at the hybrids, varieties, and quantities wanted vs. later orders.    

Please let us know if you have interest in getting an additional 2%          

seed discount by October 28th 2022 

SEED PLANNING FOR 2023 


