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The Land Remembers

The land does not belong to us. We belong to the land. Our stories are
written in its stones, our memories etched into every mountain and river.

— Wilma Mankiller, Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation
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B\ The Incomplete Story
L AN RS We Were Taught

,_..::- 5 -\:‘.. e _"_‘;_;-_ ‘_. g : i
C _ Qi\ pf}?{; i~ =9 Inter

C

A
e 5 | .
O eaA qjﬁ‘*’ hunters entered an empty continent. This
’ v ; L f . - S - - -
A %Q& . "%& x\) ww“?ﬁ's 1' narrative of a ‘virgin wilderness’ erased millennia
o 4 PR k@ & ' of history, governance, and culture that were

12 Clovis Fi
\/ vigration, already here.

~13,000 Years Ago

2 =
S
e, LT e 3 O
g s .
—— Y,
- -I"?“ "‘.ﬂ. ..l" $
Ak Far - '
.l B

&1 NotebookLM



Framing Indigenous peoples as recent migrants on
an empty land wasn't just inaccurate—it was a legal
and moral justification for dispossession. It laid the
foundation for broken treaties, land theft, and the
denial of sovereignty that continues today.
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Two Worlds, One Story: How Memory Survives.

Inter

In a museum in China, | saw 3,000-year-old histories carved on bone—knowledge lost and rediscovered.
It reminded me of the petroglyphs of the Americas, where the stories never fell silent. This is
the power of a living tradition.
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A New Thread:
What Science - =
Remembers. oL -

~  InWhite Sands, New Mexico, science uncovered

- human footprints dated to 23,000 years
ago—shattering the old timeline. This is not
just data. The land remembers the detalls:
“You can see where a child slipped in the mud.”
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Two Ways of Knowing Home.

lce-Free
Corridor

Science offers a theory of migration. Indigenous traditions hold truths of emergence and
sacred relationship. One tells a story of arriving. The other tells a story of becoming.
They are not competing; they reveal different layers of truth.
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A Second Thread:
What Stories’ e
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Oral traditions aré not myths; they are rigorous
knowledge systems.

* Tlingit histories accurately map glacial retreat
over thousands of years.

-\ * The Haudenosaunee Great Law of Peace

T3 provided a democratic model that influenced
the U.S. Constitution.

* These are living libraries, tested and refined
over millennia.
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A Third Thread: The Unbroken Fight for Sovereignty.

The story of “who was here first” is being fought today. In courtrooms. On the front
front lines of protests. This is not a history lesson; it is a living struggle to protect land,
water, and the right to exist as sovereign nations.
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The Battle for the Ancient One.

For 20 years, five tribes insisted the 9,000-year-old remains of "Kennewick Man" were their
ancestor. Scientists demanded to study him. The tribes’ oral traditions and spiritual
knowledge were not enough. It took a DNA test for their truth to be “validated.” In 2017,

they finally brought their ancestor home for reburial.
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Weaving a More
Honest History.
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The truth is not a choice between science and
story. It is not a single thread, but a tapestry. A
fuller understanding emerges only when we
weave every way of knowing together:

* Archaeology reveals deep time.
» Oral traditions carry meaning and memory.
» Sovereiignty asserts a living presence.
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The Living Tapestry of Today

Indigenous peoples are not just surviving; they are thriving. They are revitalizing languages, reclaiming land,
leading environmental movements, and creating futures rooted in thousands of years of wisdom. The story is one
of profound resilience.

&1 NotebookLM



What is Our Responsibility?

Listen. Learn. Support.
Center Indigenous Understand the treaties Advocate for the

voices in education, and history of the land protection of sacred sites
media, and policy. you live on. and the return of land.

Uphold Indigenous
sovereignty.
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This tapestry is not a finished
product; it is a living one. The
work of telling a more honest
story continues. We are all
invited to pick up a thread—to
challenge old narratives and

L help weave a future based on
N\ truth, respect, and justice.
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'he land remembers.

|

Vo

e

i
4 .

§

L= |

.
-
1

" |
i

o

&1 NotebookLM



