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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 26, 2026 

Statement From Airline Dispatchers Federation (ADF) On The ALERT and ROTOR Acts 

“The Airline Dispatch Federation (ADF) applauds the bipartisan efforts of the Transportation and 

Infrastructure (T&I) Committee and the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) led by 

Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen to address the gap in aviation safety that was 

tragically made apparent to the world following the collision of PSA Flight 5342 and a U.S. 

Army Blackhawk helicopter in the sky’s over Washington D.C. taking 67 lives on January 29, 

2025.  

However, we join with several other industry stakeholders to share our concern that ALERT does 

not meet the imperative safety needs of today’s airspace system given the stakes involved and 

our now available technological abilities to meet them. Specifically, the deployment and required 

use of ADS-B equipment for all aircraft operating in the National Airspace of the United States. 

While ADF is aware of the need for the military to conduct training missions that mirror the 

operational environments they engage in, we believe that Military Operations Areas (MOAs) that 

currently exist and periodically close airspace to commercial, private and any non-military 

aviation can serve that purpose. MOAs provide advance notice to airlines and other operators 

that a given airspace will be closed during advertised times and altitudes and are published to the 

public so that planning can be accomplished that avoids these areas completely. This system is 

highly effective, transparent and has served commercial and private aviation well for decades. It 

is an excellent example of effective cooperation between the Department of War, the Federal 

Aviation Administration and civilian aviation.  

ADF proposes working with Congress, the FAA and DoW to develop a means of using discrete 

ADS-B codes that would mirror civil aviation identifiers when military assets need to transit the 

NAS without being identified as military aviation. This would provide the opportunity to allow 

ATC facilities and other aircraft to recognize that a target is in proximity and allow for the 

protections ADS-B affords to be fully realized.  



 

 

Additionally, ADF strongly urges the House T&I and HASC to craft and adopt legislation that 

mirrors the ROTOR Act recently passed by the Senate which provides robust, effective safety 

measures aimed at preventing future tragedies and loss of human life. While we are aware that 

DoW has raised budgetary concerns surrounding ROTOR, we submit that there is no cost too 

high to bear to protect the safety of the flying public in the United States. As a critical link in the 

safety chain, we have responsibility to raise concerns and awareness on matters of safety, and we 

will. ADF members are FAA certificated Airmen and are subject matter experts on operational 

control and flight planning. We stand ready to work with both chambers of Congress, FAA, DoW 

and other industry stakeholders to craft responsible, meaningful legislation and regulation with 

the sole aim of ensuring our absolute mandate to preserve and enhance aviation safety.  

ADF thanks the NTSB, FAA and all members of the committees of jurisdiction for their efforts 

in preventing future accidents. ADF is at your disposal to assist and advise at any time and in any 

place.” 

Jim Starnes, ADF President 

About the Airline Dispatchers Federation (ADF) 

The Airline Dispatchers Federation represents the professional interests of licensed aircraft dispatchers and 

operational control professionals from aerospace companies, cargo and regional airlines, and every major U.S. air 

carrier. 

As of January 2026, ADF membership stood at 2,338 members. The vast majority of airline passengers traveling 

each day in the United States do so under the watchful eye of ADF members. 

ADF is an all-volunteer organization, composed entirely of working dispatchers. In accordance with its bylaws, 

ADF is an **advocacy organization—not a labor organization—**dedicated to promoting safety, professionalism, 

and recognition for the dispatch profession. 
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