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Quarterly Newsletter Returns
By Dale Gentry

| am excited to bring back the ADF Quarterly Newsletter with this Spring 2023 issue.
| will be serving as Editor, and with various contributors, we will be sharing industry
news, ADF activities, and tips and tricks of being a dispatcher. If you have something
to share or an idea for something you would like to see, let us know at:
editor@dispatcher.org

2023 ADF Summit in Washington

The 2023 ADF Summit will be October 9 - 11 in Washington, DC, specifically at the
Hyatt Regency Dulles (IAD.) ADF has secured a group rate for rooms at $159 per
night. Registration is expected to open on June 1.

Further details about registration, events, and agenda will be coming soon! Check
the ADF website (www.dispatcher.org) or ADF social media posts for the most up-to-
date information.

FAA Holds Safety Summit Following ‘Uptick’
in Airplane Close Calls

From ABC News

Following a series of close calls involving commercial flights, aviation leaders,
including Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg and acting FAA Administer Bill
Nolen, met to discuss the incidents and work to identify patterns and factors fueling
risks to the industry.

Initial data suggests that more mistakes than usual are occurring across the national
aerospace system on runways, at gates while planes are pushing back, in control
towers, and flight decks. The FAA announced the summit as part of a review to look
at the structure, culture, systems, and integration of safety efforts.

Rich Santa, head of the Air Traffic Controllers’ union, said there is a staffing issue
among the controller workforce and there are 1,200 fewer certified professional
controllers than there were 10 years ago.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Safety Summit from Page 1)

The issues prompting the summit include an
incident in December 2022 when a United Airlines
flight experienced a sudden loss of altitude shortly
after takeoff from Maui (PHOG/OGG). In January an
American Airlines flight crossed a runway without
ATC clearance at New York's JFK Airport
(KJFK/JFK) forcing a Delta Air Lines flight to abort
its takeoff. Also, in January United Airlines crossed
a runway at Honolulu International Airport
(PHNL/HNL) without ATC clearance while a Cessna
was landing. In February a FedEx flight was cleared
to land at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
(KAUS/AUS) as a Southwest Airlines flight was
departing from the same runway. More recently a
JetBlue flight was preparing to land on a runway at
Boston Logan International Airport (KBOS/BOS)
when a Learjet took off from that runway without
ATC clearance.

As a result of the work of the summit, the FAA
issued SAFO23002 (Safety Alert for Operators) on
March 22", The stated purpose of the SAFO is to
“inform the aviation community that several highly
visible and notable recent events demonstrate the
need for continued vigilance and attention to
mitigation of safety risks.” The full text of the SAFO
can be found on the FAA website.

U.S. Senators Seek Details
on Airplane 5G Retrofit
Plans Ahead of Deadline

From Reuters

After an FAA proposal earlier this year requiring
passenger and cargo aircraft in the U.S. to have 5G
tolerant radio altimeters or approved filters by early
2024, Senators Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Ben
Ray Lujan (D-NM) asked officials for details on
which airlines are at risk of not meeting the
deadlines.

They have cited a previous story from Reuters that
said many airlines would be unable to meet the
deadline after IATA warned the issue could impact
summer travel due to supply chain issues.

The FAA is also proposing a requirement that
airlines revise their manuals to prohibit low-visibility

landings after June 30 unless retrofits have been
completed.

Verizon and AT&T have agreed to delay some 5G
usage until July 1 to give airlines time to retrofit
aircraft to ensure that they will not be affected by
interference.

Air Traffic Controller
Shortage Has Some Airlines
Planning Schedule Cuts

From CNN

A shortage of air traffic controllers has airlines
considering cuts to their summer schedule to
reduce delays. In March, the FAA warned of air
traffic control staffing shortfalls at New York
Approach Control could amplify delays by 45%.

American, United, and Delta all have plans to slash
service at New York City area airports - John F.
Kennedy International Airport (KJFK) and LaGuardia
Airport (KLGA). They have all asked the FAA for
permission to trim up to 10% of their flights in the
area without loss of their landing slots.

The moves are in an effort to prevent a repeat of last
summer’s meltdowns that stranded passengers en
masse. 20% of flights were delayed nationwide
between Memorial Day and Labor Day last year.
Airlines blamed weather and air traffic controller
staffing issues. The FAA pointed the finger at the
airlines for being slow to recover from the
pandemic.

U.S. Airlines Added Over
2,500 Jobs in February

From SimpleFlying.com

The Department of Transportation has announced
that U.S. airlines added nearly 2,700 jobs in
February., bringing the number of current airline
employees to more than 700,000. Employment has
increased by just over 8% at passenger and cargo
airlines since February 2019. This continues 22
consecutive months of job growth since May 2021.
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Juanita Bagley

Regional Operations Coordinator at American Airlines

US Airways’ First African American Female Dispatcher
April, 1999

Frank H. Grant Jr.

Operational Coordinator at American Airlines

World Airways’ First African American Dispatcher
1996

(Apr)

JI\ .
AIRLINE DISPATCHERS Marvin Hood

Dispatch at United Airlines

CELEBRATING
Marvin Murry

Superintendent of Dispatch at Southwest Airlines

Southwest Airlines’ First African American Dispatcher
May, 1999

Barnett Smith -

Duty Director at Delta Air Lines

Tiffany Riouse

Dispatch Trainer at Southwest Airlines

Southwest Airlines’ First African American Female Dispatcher
January, 2016
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Recognizing
Women of
Aviation
Week

Chantal Samuels

System Operations Manager, Delta Air
Lines

Elizabeth Hunt-Carll

Dispatcher, United Airlines

Renay Dean

Dispatcher, Southwest Airlines

Tiffany Riouse

Dispatch Trainer, Southwest Airlines
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FAA Forecasts Surge in
Commercial Space
Launch Activity

Editorial from FAA report

The Federal Aviation Administration forecasts that
commercial space launches could more than
double in the next several years according to its
recent National Spaceports Policy report. There
was no mention in the report about the potential
impact this would have on commercial aviation.

Almost two-thirds of these launches occur at
federal ranges such as Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Central Florida or Vandenberg
Space Force Base in Southern California. Launches
from these sites often result in route closures and

restrictions.

View of the Eastern Coast of the US with Atlantic
Routes shown. (Colored polygons represent
Special Use Airspaces.) The Atlantic Routes are
often closed during the launch window of space
launches from Cape Canaveral SFS resulting in
reroutes with longer flight times and higher fuel
burns.

View of the Western Coast of the US. Colored
polygons represent Special Use Airspaces. (Screen
capture courtesy of Marili Velazquez). Red and
Yellow shaded areas in the coastal waters area show
closed airspace for space launches from
Vandenberg SFB. This airspace closure often results
in lengthy reroutes for flights to and from the
Hawaiian Islands.

NOTAM Outage Grounds
Airlines in U.S. for First Time
Since 9/11

From Wall Street Journal

Due to an error by a contractor working on the
NOTAM database, the FAA issued a nationwide
Ground Stop for all flights in the U.S. on January 11,
2023. This is the first time since 9/11 that the FAA
has issued such a ground stop.

The Ground Stop lasted about an hour but resulted
in the cancellation or delay of thousands of flights.
The FAA’s NOTAM system stopped processing
updates at around 3:28 p.m. EST on January 10,
2023. Itissued an ATC advisory at 7:47 p.m. EST the
same day. The system was restored around 8:30
a.m. EST on January 11.

The FAA has since adopted new procedures for
maintenance on the NOTAM system to prevent
future outages.
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FAA Awards Nearly S1
Billion to Airports

From SimpleFlying.com

The Biden-Harris administration recently
announced nearly $1 Billion in a bipartisan
infrastructure law that will fund airports across the
United States. The funds will be used to help
airports create larger security checkpoints, more
gates, more reliable and faster baggage system,
and better roadways. The grants will be going to
large, medium, and small airports in 47 states and
2 territories. This is in addition to the $1 Billion that
was granted for terminal improvements at 85
airports across the United States.

Among the allocated funds, $10 million is going to
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (KSRQ) to
add new security screening lines and five
additional gates. Chicago’s O'Hare International
Airport (KORD) is receiving $50 million to update
its 60-year-old Terminal 3. Savannah/Hilton Head
International Airport (KSAV), Columbia
Metropolitan Airport (KCAE), and Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport (KSEA) among others will be
receiving funds to improve security-screening
areas.

Biden Administration
Unveils Fiscal Year 2024

Budget

From AAAE

A very high-level budget summary was released on
March 9* by the Biden Administration. The request
includes approximately $144.9 billion in total
spending for the Department of Transportation,
including a total of $16.5 billion for the FAA “to
continue the hiring and training surge of air traffic
controllers started in 2023 to rebuild the pipeline
of new controllers needed to meet projected traffic
demands.”

The administration is also proposing a
discretionary budget of $60.4 billion for the
Department of Homeland Security, including
funding for TSA, CBP, and critical infrastructure
cybersecurity efforts.

New Terminal Now Open at
KMCI

From KMBC 9 News
Kansas City’s new airport terminal is officially open
for business as of February 28. The first flight to
depart from the new terminal was Southwest
Airlines flight 904 using aircraft N280OWN in
“Missouri One" livery to Chicago-Midway
International Airport (KMDW).

The new terminal is just over one million square feet
of space, featuring 50 restaurants and business, and
40 gates with the ability to expand to 50. It replaces
the old, outdated terminals that opened in 1972.

Smooth sailing

Winglets are common on commercial aircraft. The devices help reduce
aerodynamic drag making planes more efficient and allowing airlines to
save on fuel expenses.

Planes without winglets, especially those with
rectangular tipped wings, create air movement that
results in increased drag...

.while planes with winglets EEw -

weaken currents by / Vortex
changing how air /

flows past wingtips, <& ~~\__D{7
producing less 'Ar‘»—}_,,ﬁ_ LA QX

drag and better
fuel economy.

Source: NASA Journal Sentinel
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News Brief

TSA screened 2,150,587 passengers and crew on
April 12 which is five percent higher than the
2,053,892 travelers the same day a year ago; and
seven percent lower than the 2,317,381 screened
on the same day in 2019, prior to the pandemic.

Southwest Airlines Dispatchers ratified a new
contract on February 4. The 4-year contract grants
an average pay raise of 17.1% making Southwest
Dispatchers the highest-paid dispatchers in the
industry currently. It also reduces their pay scale to
11 years and includes various schedule and work
rule enhancements.

|ATA reports January traffic was at 84% of the levels
last seen in 2019. This is a 67% increase in traffic
compared to January 2022. This continues a trend
toward full pandemic recovery. (simpleflying.com)

Airlines are struggling to find aircraft engines and
spare parts due to a shortage. More carriers are
flying the newest turbines which are as much as
20% more fuel efficient than their predecessors.
They are also prone to more frequent maintenance
cycles. Some airlines around the world have been
forced to ground airplanes. Spirit Airlines said it
would scale back its growth plans as a result.
(Bloomberg)

The FAA has outfitted 43 major U.S. airports with
technology to warn Air Traffic Controllers when
incoming planes are lined up with a taxiway instead
of a runway. This comes after an NTSB
recommendation following an incident in 2017
involving Air Canada at San Francisco International
Airport (KSFO). (Associated Press)

Baltimore/Washington Thurgood Marshall Airport
(BWI) has become the seventh major U.S. airport to
launch a zero-waste sustainability program to
collect used cooking oil and convert them into
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) or other renewable
products. It is estimated that 102,041 gallons
(750,000 pounds) of used cooking oil will be
recycled into SAF at BWI over 5 years. (AAAE)

Job Postings

ADF does not endorse, recommend, or otherwise
support any particular employer. All postings are
current only at the time the ADF newsletter is initially
published.

PSA Airlines - Aircraft Dispatcher

Location: Vandalia, OH

Apply at: https://psaairlines.com/more-airline-
careers

Alliance Aviation Group - Aviation Flight
Dispatcher

Location: Ocoee, FL

Apply at: www.indeed.com

Walmart - Corporate Aviation Flight Dispatcher
and Planner

Location: Rogers, AR

Apply at:
https://careers.walmart.com/corporate/aviation-
and-travel

Menzies Aviation - Dispatcher
Location: Austin, TX
Apply at: https://menziesaviation.com/careers/
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April VOR Quiz

e This month's navaid is in the United States.

e It previously was named after the nearby
city but was renamed (and given a different
identifier) to avoid confusion with that city's
airport.

e Thatcity is known as a center of agricultural
product processing.

e The VORTAC's name origin is unknown,
but it is the plural form of a species of
reptile.

Email your answer to:
VOR@dispatcher.org

ADF Business

ADF Spring Business Meeting: April 24, 2023 in
Dallas, TX at Marriott DFW Airport South.

Nominations are open for the following ADF Board
positions:

e President

e Treasurer
Send your nominations to:
nominations@dispatcher.org

The ADF Newsletter is published quarterly. We are
looking for articles, ideas, and photos from all
readers and members. We would like the
Newsletter to reflect the activities of the ADF and
serve as an educational tool for members. Email:
editor@dispatcher.org

The deadline for articles and information for
Summer Newsletter is May 31 Articles should be
submitted as unformatted Word documents. (Fonts,
etc. will be changed as part of the editing process.)
All contributions should be your own. If including
photos from other sources, be sure that you have
permission to use the material and list your sources.

About ADF

The Airline Dispatchers Federation represents the
professional interests of the dispatch

profession. ADF's constituency is comprised of
licensed aircraft dispatchers and operational control
professionals from aerospace companies, regional
and cargo carriers and every major U.S.

airline. ADF's membership as of January 2022
stood at 1,721 members. The vast majority of airline
passengers traveling each day in the United States,
do so under the watchful eye of ADF members.

The ADF is an all-volunteer organization (all
working dispatchers) and in accordance with our
bylaws is an advocacy organization for working
dispatchers and not a labor organization.

Check out ADF on Social Media:

SR A in
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