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 Summer is Here! 
By Dale Gentry 

After a brief hiatus, the ADF Newsletter is back with the Summer 
edition. It is the goal to publish this newsletter on a quarterly basis for 
all those interested in the Aircraft Dispatch field, regardless of your 
affiliation. All information contained here comes from publicly 
available sources. No proprietary or confidential information is 
published.  

I hope you get a break during all this chaos to read through this 
edition of the ADF Newsletter with the latest articles of interest to 
Dispatch. Be sure to check out the VOR quiz at the end.   

If you have something to share or an idea for something you’d like to 
see, let us know at editor@dispatcher.org. Due to the ADF Summit 
scheduled for October 14-16, the Fall Newsletter will publish on 
October 25th.  
 
 

2024 ADF Summit in Orlando, October 14-16 

Registration is now open! Registration is just 
$20 for ADF Members, until October 1st. Stay 
tuned for the agenda! 

The 2024 ADF Summit will be October 14 – 
16 in Orlando, Florida, at the Embassy Suites 
– Lake Buena Vista Resort. ADF has secured a 
group rate for rooms at $159 per night 
through September 13th or once full.  

Check the ADF website (www.dispatcher.org) 
or ADF social media posts for the most up-to-
date information. 

 



Page | 2 

Scholarships Available for 
Dispatch Certification 

Do you know someone who is looking for a 
scholarship to help pay for their Dispatcher 
certification? 
 
The following schools are offering 
scholarships: 

 Jeppesen 
 North American Flight Control (in 

partnership with Women in Aviation) 
 Technical Aviation Services 

These scholarships typically only cover the 
cost of instruction and training. Additional 
expenses such as lodging, meals, 
transportation, books, and exam fees are the 
responsibility of the applicant.  

ADF Members may now apply for these 
scholarships. Deadline to apply for these 
scholarships is September 1st. See the ADF 
website for more info! 
https://dispatcher.org/newsletters/2024-
scholarships 
 

 ADF Offering “First Timer” 
Summit Scholarships 

The ADF is proud to offer 4 "First Timer" 
scholarships for the 2024 Annual 
Summit.  These scholarships are available to 
first time attendees, and cover the cost of 
lodging at the summit hotel, as well as the 
registration fee.   
 
Additional expenses such as travel, meals, 
incidentals, souvenirs are the responsibility 
of the award recipient. Deadline to apply is 
August 16th. See website for more info! 
https://dispatcher.org/newsletters/2024-
scholarships 

 FAA Aviation Rulemaking 
Advisory Committee (ARAC) 
Updates 

Narrow Runway Definition – the committee 
established to develop a precise definition of 
what constitutes a narrow runway has been 
disbanded. This decision was due to a lack of 
sustained interest and funding from the FAA. 

Dry Runway Length Analysis – the 
comprehensive analysis on dry runway length 
has concluded. The resulting report, 
approximately 60 pages in length, ultimately 
suggests that airlines should determine their 
own best practices based on the findings. 

Upcoming Focus for ADF – The FAA and ARAC 
have been tasked by the Secretary of 
Transportation to develop regulations that are 
both customer-friendly and financially 
beneficial for airline passengers. This initiative 
is expected to have a significant impact on the 
industry. One of the notable outcomes from 
this committee was the implementation of the 
new FAR part 117 regulations. 

Special thanks to Michelle Betcher, ADF 
representative to ARAC for sharing this 
information!   

Did You Know? From the most recent data on 
the FAA’s website, at the end of 2023, there 
were an estimated 25,562 Aircraft Dispatcher 
Certificates held, 5,236 of these were by 
women. This includes 1,050 new Aircraft 
Dispatcher certificates issued in 2023. 
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FAA Reauthorization Bill 
Signed into Law 
Compiled from CNN.com and SimplyFlying.com  

On May 16th, President Joe Biden signed the 
bipartisan FAA Reauthorization Bill, enacting 
a law that aims to improve aviation safety 
and strengthen protections for passengers 
and airline workers. The bill had passed the 
House on May 15th and Senate on May 9th. 

The Reauthorization Bill grants more than 
$105 billion in funding for the FAA as well as 
$738 million for the NTSB through 2028. 
Much of this funding will be used to improve 
safety, as well as airport modernization, 
technology upgrades and next-generation 
aviation systems. 

The FAA will be required to hire and train as 
many air traffic controllers as possible to 
close a gap of 3,000 vacancies. It also 
requires the installation of additional 
technology at medium and large hub 
airports with the goal to improve runway 
safety. 

Additionally, Cockpit Voice Recorders will 
now be required to record 25 hours of data, 
up from the current minimum of 2 hours. 
Authorization for 5 additional daily flights 
beyond Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport (KDCA) 1,250-mile perimeter have 
been added. American Airlines has applied 
for a route to San Antonio (KSAT); Alaska 
Airlines applied for a route to San Diego 
(KSAN); and Southwest Airlines has applied 
for a route to Las Vegas (KLAS). 

The Bill also includes provisions regarding 
airline refunds and credits for flight delays; 
and prevents airlines from charging 
passengers extra to seat children next to 
accompanying adults.  

FAA Moves to Toughen Safety 
Rules on Public Charter 
Airlines 
From Bloomberg News, published June 17, 2024  

The Federal Aviation Administration plans to 
impose tougher safety requirements on public 
charter airlines such as Dallas-based JSX, a 
move toward closing what critics have called a 
loophole in US aviation rules. 

The new regulations aim to ensure that public 
charters that effectively operate like a typical 
commercial airline abide by the same safety 
rules, the FAA said in a statement on Monday. 
JSX markets itself as “the ultimate travel hack” 
because passengers can bypass airport crowds 
and security lines. 

“If a company is effectively operating as a 
scheduled airline, the FAA needs to determine 
whether those operations should follow the 
same stringent rules as scheduled airlines,” FAA 
Administrator Mike Whitaker said in the 
statement. 

The rise in popularity of operations like JSX and 
whether they pose any safety or security risks 
has split the industry. Critics have said JSX and 
others like it exploit a loophole in current rules, 
allowing them to operate scheduled flights like 
large airlines under less-stringent standards 
intended to govern private charter operations.  

Proponents have argued for keeping the status 
quo since such carriers serve small cities and 
provide a pipeline for pilots. JSX has also 
attracted big backers in the industry, 
with United Airlines Holdings Inc. and JetBlue 
Airways Corp. among its investors. 

(continued to next page) 
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(continued from previous page)  
The move comes after the regulator solicited 
feedback on potential rule changes in 
August, leading to about 60,000 comments 
from other airlines, unions, airports, cities 
and travelers. 

“As the country’s largest public charter air 
carrier, JSX has modeled the way forward for 
safe, secure, and reliable regional 
operations,” JSX said in a statement. “We 
eagerly look forward to collaborating with 
our regulators to cement the importance of 
public charters and expand access to vital air 
connectivity in the future.” 

Public charter carriers such as JSX and 
others offer regularly scheduled flights from 
smaller, private terminals. While limited to 
carrying 30 passengers per flight, they aren’t 
subject to rules requiring pilots to have a 
minimum of 1,500 flying hours and a 
mandatory retirement age of 65. 

Their passengers also don’t have to go 
through the type of security screenings as 
customers flying on commercial carriers. JSX 
swabs bags for explosives and passengers 
walk through a weapons detector, but there 
are no Transportation Security 
Administration agents like with commercial 
carriers. 

The TSA earlier proposed developing 
standards similar to those already in place 
for larger private charter operators. That 
includes use of metal detectors and X-ray 
systems and specific security training, 
including TSA-approved instruction for 
passenger screeners, according to NATA 
Compliance Services, which helps aviation 
companies comply with regulatory 
standards. 

 
JSX has waged a publicity campaign accusing 
critics American Airlines Group 
Inc. and Southwest Airlines Co. of pressuring 
the government to crush its business model 
and deny the flying public more choices. 

The two larger airlines have denied any anti-
competitive motive, saying they simply seek a 
uniform standard for regularly scheduled public 
flight operators. 

The Air Line Pilots Association union praised 
the FAA’s decision to close what it called the 
“public charter loophole.” 

“No matter where you’re flying or what airline 
you’re on, all Americans deserve the same level 
of safety and security,” ALPA President Jason 
Ambrosi said in a statement. The union 
represents cockpit crews at several carriers 
including Delta Air Lines Inc. and United. 

The FAA and the TSA last year began reviewing 
whether standards for public charter carriers 
should be revised after the FAA said their rapid 
expansion would pose “an increased risk to 
safety if left unchecked.”  

The FAA said it plans to issue its new rule 
“expeditiously” and that the proposal would 
seek comment on an effective date that would 
give the industry enough time to adapt. 

At the same time, the aviation safety regulator 
will convene a panel to study the possibility of 
adjusting rules governing commuter and 
charter operations to allow for scheduled flights 
on aircraft that can carry between 10 and 30 
passengers. Scheduled service under those 
rules today is restricted to planes carrying 9 or 
fewer people. 
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73 Airline CEOs Sign IATA 
Charter To Improve Aviation 
Safety Culture 
From SimplyFlying.com, published June 4, 2024 

The International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) has announced that 73 airlines have 
committed to its Safety Leadership Charter, 
focusing on passenger and airline staff 
safety. IATA is a trade association that 
represents several airlines worldwide and is 
committed to safety and efficiency in the 
industry. 

The IATA Safety Leadership Charter was 
created in collaboration with airlines 
worldwide and aviation community 
members. The goal is to encourage safety 
cultures through eight principles: 
 Reinforcing safety through both words 

and actions. 
 Fostering safety awareness among 

employees, the leadership team, and the 
board. 

 Guiding the integration of safety into 
business strategies, processes, and 
performance measures. 

 Creating the internal capacity to 
proactively manage safety and 
collectively achieve organizational safety 
goals. 

 Creating an atmosphere of trust, where 
all employees feel responsible for safety 
and are encouraged and expected to 
report safety-related information. 

 Establishing a working environment in 
which clear expectations of acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviors are 
communicated and understood. 

 Creating an environment where all 
employees feel responsibility for safety. 

 Regularly assessing and improving an 
organizational Safety Culture. 

 The FAA Is Open to Using AI to 
Improve Aviation Safety 
From SimplyFlying.com, published July 1, 2024 

The FAA has requested information to look into 
advanced analytics through aritificial 
intelligence capabilities to improve overall 
aviation safety and meet the agency’s 
requirements for understanding factors for 
safety events in the National Airspace System 
(NAS). Research will identify the existing 
capabilities and areas for growth in aviation 
safety and obtain industry feedback. 

Further information will guage market interest, 
the industry’s ability, and the level of 
customization needed to deploy the AI 
capabilities into FAA infrastructure. Currently, 
the FAA has several capabilities within the 
Aviation Safety Information Analysis and 
Sharing system. They are utilized for 
information analysis and cross-sharing of 
information with stakeholders. 

The FAA presumes a new safety AI system will 
expand the insights from its current sources 
and use the data to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the factors that lead to high-
risk operations 

A High-level Call to Action on 
Aviation Safety 
From AINonline.com, published March 1, 2024 

The FAA’s NAS Safety Review Team, a panel of 
safety experts established to address a series of 
runway incursions, has called for urgent action 
to improve safety in the National Airspace 
System. 

Political gridlock, government shutdowns, 
inconsistent funding, ATC shortages, and 
outdated technology are among the issues 
cited in the report. 
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Disruptions Loom as Air 
Traffic Controllers Balk at 
Job Relocation 
From the New York Times, published May 14, 2024 

By late July, 17 air traffic controllers will be 
expected to relocate from Long Island and 
report to a new office in Philadelphia, part of 
a plan to address a long-running problem 
with recruiting enough controllers to 
manage the skies around New York. 

The FAA said it would relocate control of the 
Newark, New Jersey airspace to Philadelphia 
to address staffing and congested New York 
City area traffic. This requires 17 controllers 
to move from the New York Terminal Radar 
Approach Control to Philadelphia. 

Despite incentives they have been offered, 
the controllers are unwilling to uproot 
themselves and their families; and some 
powerful members of Congress are helping 
them fight back. In a letter to the FAA, a 
group of New York lawmakers, including 
Senator Chuck Schumer, demanded the 
agency abandon plans to force the 
employees’ relocation. 

The New York hub has struggled for years 
with chronic vacancies. The FAA hopes that 
shifting some of the responsibility for the 
work out of New York to a more affordable 
place to live will recruit more controllers. 

US Extends Cuts to Minimum 
New York Slot Requirements 
through Late 2025 
From Reuters, published June 5, 2024 

The FAA said it is again extending cuts to 
minimum flight requirements at congested 
New York City-area airports through October 
2025, citing air traffic controller shortages. 

The FAA said the number of controllers 
handling traffic in New York is insufficient for 
normal traffic levels and that without “increased 
flexibility,” congestion, delays, and 
cancellations are likely. 

Under minimum flight requirements, airlines 
can lose their takeoff and landing slots at 
congested airports if they do not use them at 
least 80% of the time. The FAA’s waiver allows 
airlines to fly fewer flights and still retain their 
slots. 

 

A4A Launches “Staff the 
Towers” Campaign Urging 
FAA to Increase Air Traffic 
Control Staffing 
From Airlines for America, published May 21, 2024 

Airlines for America (A4A), an industry trade 
organization representing the leading U.S. 
airlines, has launched a new campaign urging 
the DOT and FAA to take swift action to 
address the nation’s urgent and dire air traffic 
controller shortage. 

The FAA is still short 3,000 air traffic controllers. 
The 2024 FAA Reauthorization requires to 
agency to conduct maximum hiring and update 
its outdated 2014 staffing model. This comes 
after a June 2023 DOT Inspector General 
report that said the FAA has made “limited 
efforts to ensure adequate controller staffing at 
critical air traffic control facilities” and the 
agency “lacks a plan” to address the issue.  

The lack of staffing has a direct impact on 
airline operations and the traveling public. Low 
ATC staffing can lead to delayed and cancelled 
flights – through no fault of the airlines.  
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Step Inside American’s IOC 
Unit, Where Customer 
Journeys are Saved 
From American Airlines, published June 17, 2024 

Like the conductor of an orchestra, Ron 
Erdmann leads a closely coordinated team 
of professionals. But instead of music, Ron is 
conducting American’s Boeing 777 
operation on a recent afternoon. 

Ron, a 35-year veteran of the airline, is an 
operations coordinator based at American’s 
Integrated Operations Center (IOC). Before 
him is a three-dimensional puzzle that’s 
playing out across five continents: the 67 
777s in American’s fleet and the backbone of 
the airline’s long-haul operation. 

At his side are the three other members of 
the unit: senior aircraft router Matt Hair, who 
looks after the aircraft themselves; crew 
coordinator Tiffany Gray-Coleman, who 
ensures the aircraft have crews available for 
their flights; and system customer service 
manager Robert Thornhill, who looks after 
customers. 

Think of these units as teams of problem 
solvers who are committed to getting 
customers, team members and aircraft on 
their way when they’re thrown operational 
curveballs — and looking ahead to prevent 
issues from getting worse — or appearing 
altogether. 

“An ounce of prevention goes a long way for 
our operation,” Ron said. 

IOC units like the 777 unit — one of 11 in the 
building — are known to devise creative 
solutions when needed to save the day for 
American’s customers. 

Take the time that a group of customers 
traveling from Sao Paulo, Brazil (GRU), to 
Orlando, Florida (MCO), were going to 
misconnect at American’s Miami (MIA) hub. The 
system customer service manager worked with 
the ops coordinator to develop a solution that 
allowed American to fly the large group to 
MCO on the same day. The solution? Creating  
an extra section. 

The maintenance router found an available 
aircraft at MIA that could accommodate the 
group, while the crew coordinator found a crew 
that could staff the flight. The plan worked, and 
other customers were even able to take 
advantage of this extra section. Had it not 
worked, the group would have had to remain in 
MIA overnight and would have likely been 
separated as they made their way to MCO.  

Recently, the Boeing 787 unit worked together 
to race a line of weather that was about to 
impact American’s Chicago (ORD) hub and a 
critical ORD-London Heathrow (LHR) flight that 
was scheduled to arrive close to the LHR’s 
curfew time. The unit coordinated a 15-minute 
early departure that allowed the aircraft to beat 
the weather and avoid a lengthy delay. To 
make this plan work, the crew coordinator 
worked to ensure the crew knew of the earlier 
time and the system customer service manager 
worked to ensure that there were no tight 
inbound connections that could be jeopardized 
by the earlier departure time. 

That afternoon, the 777 unit looked after 
American’s customers and operation — in a 
number of ways: The team proactively looked 
at opportunities to swap aircraft to help keep 
the operation on track. For instance, Matt and 
Ron proactively looked at the estimated arrival 
times for different aircraft at London Heathrow 
(LHR) the following morning and made these 
swaps to maximize the time between flights, 
which helps ensure on-time departures. 
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Flight Cancellation Rate 
Down During Record-
breaking Summer Season 
Compiled from RTT News and Reuters 

Despite record-breaking levels of air travel 
this year, FAA data shows that the flight 
cancellation rate for the first half of 2024 was 
nearly the lowest rate in more than a decade. 

The cancellation rate is just 1.4% according 
to the latest data from airlines reported to 
the DOT. Weather continues to be the 
leading cause of flight cancellations. 

This comes along when the TSA screened a 
record 2.95 million airline passengers on 
Friday, May 24th to start off the Memorial Day 
weekend. This broke the previous record of 
2.91 million set in November 2023.  

This record was broken again on Sunday, 
July 7th when the TSA screened more than 3 
million passengers at the end of the July 4th 
holiday weekend. 

Forecasted airline travel this summer is 
expected to exceed 271 million passengers, 
up 6.3% from last year. 

Meteorology in the Air: How 
Weather Impacts Airlines 
and Air Travel 
From the Missoulian, published May 6th, 2024 

You can't talk about air travel without talking 
about weather. That's why all major airlines 
employ their own team of meteorologists. 
But what are their specifc responsibilities 
and how do they help get the planes where 
they need to be? David Dillahunt, the chief 
meteorologist at Southwest Airlines, joins the 
podcast to explain how he and his team  

support the daily decisions on air traffic — 
including delays, reroutes, and cancelations. He 
also discusses what weather concerns airlines 
the most and why flying first thing in the 
morning is usually the best decision during the 
summer. It's an episode you'll definitely want to 
listen to before (or on!) your next flight. 

Find the full podcast at: www.missoulian.com 
and search for “Meteorology in the Air” 

NTSB proposes more training, 
tech after Southwest and 
FedEx jets near-miss in Austin 
From The Dallas Morning News, published June 6, 2024 

The National Transportation Safety Board gave 
recommendations for new training and 
technology on runways during a meeting about 
Southwest Airlines and FedEx jets that were 
dangerously close to colliding in Austin last 
year. 

The incident from February 2023 has been 
discussed and investigated for over a year now. 
It prompted a FAA safety summit and 
discussion among lawmakers.  

The probable cause of the near miss was an air 
traffic controller’s incorrect assumption that the 
Southwest plane would depart before the 
FedEx plane arrived on the same runway. 
Contributing to the incident was the Southwest 
crew members who failed “to account for the 
traffic on short final approach and to notify the 
controller” the aircraft would need more time 
for takeoff. Another contributing factor was the 
FAA’s failure to require suffice detection 
equipment at the Austin airport. 

Recommendations include requiring air traffic 
controllers to advise pilots when visual contact 
of aircraft cannot be established or maintained. 
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World's Airlines Continue To 
Navigate Route Disruption 
From Iran-Israel Conflict 
From Simple Flying, published April 15, 2024 

Conflict between nation-states continues to 
flare up in the Middle East. In mid-April, Iran 
fired hundreds of missiles and drones at 
Israel. Obviously, this poses a very hazardous 
environment for airlines causing them to 
route their flights around the conflict zones. 

The danger of flying over active conflict 
zones was highlighted in 2014 when 
Malaysia flight 17 was shot down over 
Ukraine and in 2020 when Iran shot down 
Ukraine International Airlines flight 752. 

Airlines faced disruption to flights after Iran’s 
attack on Israel for many days afterwards. 
Route options were narrowed for aircraft 
flying between Europe and Asia. This is 
compounded by restrictions due to ongoing 
conflicts between Israel and Hamas, and 
Russia and Ukraine. 

Weaponized ATC Calls 
Threaten African Air Safety 
From AIN Online, published February 19, 2024 

In a potential nightmare for civil aviation, it 
appears air traffic control over the busy Horn 
of Africa airspace has been politically 
weaponized. Over a weekend in February, 
there were at least 10 reports of fake 
controllers operating on Mogadishu Flight 
Information Region (FIR) frequencies and 
issuing instructions contrary to those given 
by authentic controllers. The bogus climb 
and descent clearances emanated from an 
area in Somaliland.  

Somaliland has sought independence from 
Somalia since 1991 which recently reached  

an agreement with Ethiopia for port rights and 
recognition. Somalia retaliated by blocking 
aircraft movements in and out of Somaliland 
with Mogadishu Control. Somaliland countered 
by asserting airspace control over its claimed 
territory. 

The impacted airspace is one of the main and 
most direct routes between the Middle East 
and Asia into Africa. 

Aviation Industry to Tackle 
GPS Security Concerns 
From Wall Street Journal, published February 1, 2024 

Aviation companies and European regulators 
say they will increase documentation and alert 
procedures about GPS tampering after a recent 
uptick in activity near war zones. 

Airlines raised concerns after an increase in 
GPS jamming and spoofing in the Middle East 
and around Ukraine and Russia. The incidents 
highlight cybersecurity risks, although they 
haven’t caused safety issues.  

IATA and EASA, Europe’s aviation regulatory 
agency, said they would take steps to share 
information about incidents of GPS tampering 
and make sure pilots and crew can identify 
when it is happening. Planes must be capable 
of using backup technology systems to 
navigate when GPS is spoofed or jammed. 

Several High-Profile Incidents 
Highlight Turbulence Risks 
Compiled from Bloomberg News and SimpleFlying.com 
with editor’s comments 

There have been several incidents of severe-to-
extreme turbulence that have made headlines 
around the world in recent months.  

(continued to next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

These turbulence encounters highlight the 
importance of relaying timely information to 
pilots to hopefully avoid the turbulence 
altogether, or at least so that passengers and 
flight attendants can be alerted to be seated. 

On May 21st, Singapore Airlines flight 321 
from London to Singapore encountered 
extreme turbulence over Myanmar resulting 
in 1 death and injuries for more than 100 
passengers and necessitating an emergency 
landing in Bangkok. 22 passengers were 
treated for spinal and spinal cord injuries. 
Another 6 were treated for skull and brain 
trauma. 

On May 26th, a Qatar Airways flight from 
Doha to Dublin encountered severe 
turbulence over Turkey that injured 12 
people, including 6 cabin crew members. 

In late May (date could not be determined), 
a Turkish Airlines flight encountered severe 
turbulence on 1-hour flight. A flight 
attendant was flung into the ceiling before 
falling hard on the floor and suffered a 
broken backbone. 

On July 1st, an Air Europa flight from Madrid 
to Montevideo encountered severe 
turbulence injuring at least 30 people. The 
flight was diverted to Natal, Brazil. 10 of the 
passengers were taken to a hospital after 
landing. 

These incidents have caused airlines to take 
greater interest in IATA’s turbulence 
awareness program.  

Turbulence Aware was launched in 2018 and 
currently has 21 airlines feeding data into the 
system to better predict where turbulence 
may be encountered.  

Southwest Airlines Departs 
from Closed Runway at 
Portland International Jetport 
From Simple Flying, published June 28, 2024 

The NTSB has launched an investigation 
involving a Southwest Airlines flight that 
departed from a closed runway. 

On June 25, Southwest Airlines flight 4805 was 
scheduled to operate from Portland 
International Jetport (KPWM) in Maine to 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport (KBWI). The departure was 
scheduled for 05:40a.m. local time when 
runway 11/29 was closed except for crossing 
and taxi. The aircraft took off from the closed 
runway. There was reported a ground vehicle 
on the runway at the time. 

Nothing happened and the flight was able to 
continue safely to its destination. Air Traffic 
control audio obtained by a local news station 
revealed that controllers made it clear that the 
runway was closed. 

Workers at Airport in Turkey 
Refuse to Refuel El Al Flight 
after Diversion 
From Simple Flying, published July 1, 2024 

After an El Al flight diverted to Antalya, Turkey 
due to a medical emergency, ground handling 
workers reportedly refused to refuel the Israeli 
airline’s aircraft. Ever since the war between 
Israel and Hamas broke out in October 2023, 
tensions have been running high in the Middle 
East, including between Israel and Turkey.  

The flight was able to fly to Rhodes 
International Airport in Greece where it was 
able to refuel before it continued on to Tel Aviv 
in Israel. 
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United Airlines Diverted to 
Gander Following Hydraulic 
Leak 
From Simple Flying, published June 15, 2024 

A United Airlines Boeing 777 flying from 
Washington Dulles International Airport to 
Paris Charles de Gaulle International Airport 
in France diverted to Gander Airport in 
Canada due to a reported hydraulic leak. 

United was able to send a spare 777 to 
Gander to recover the passengers. The 
incident aircraft was ferried back to IAD 
where it resumed normal service. 

[Editor’s note: kudos to the United 
Dispatchers that worked through this 
situation!] 

News Brief 

TSA screened 2,932,436 passengers and 
crew on July 14 which is 6.9% higher than 
the 2,741,762 travelers the same day a year 
ago; and 9.8% higher than the 2,669,717 
screened on the same day in 2019, prior to 
the pandemic.  

Smart Gating helps American Airlines 
reduce taxi times. To assist with improving 
on-time performance, AA developed Smart 
Gating technology to ensure gates are ready 
for inbound aircraft. Gate conflicts and on-
the-ground gate changes have been 
reduced by more than half at Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport thanks to this 
technology. American started testing the 
technology in 2021 which has helped reduce 
taxi times by about two minutes.  
(AviationPros.com) 

Over $76 million in Federal Grants issued for 
midsize U.S. Airports. The funds are expected 
to enhance safety and efficiency at airports of 
all sizes amid a surge in passenger traffic. This 
latest round of funding is in addition to the 
previously allocated $9 billion that will be used 
towards 45 airport-related infrastructure 
projects in 22 states. Among the list of airports, 
Harry Reid International Airport (KLAS) will get 
the largest share at $27.8 million to install 
runway edge drains and improving holding pad 
apron pavement. (SimpleFlying.com) 

Latest Round of FAA Airport Grants include 
SAF Provisions. The FAA has issued a notice of 
funding opportunity of nearly $270 million in 
supplemental discretionary grants under the 
Airport Improvement Program, which includes 
provisions for the promotion of sustainable 
aviation fuel.  (AIN Online) 

Fat, sugar, trash: All the weird things that 
may fuel planes by 2050. One day planes 
won’t burn petroleum, instead they’ll fly on fat, 
starch, sugar, trash, grass and the poop of a 
particular strain of bacteria found in rabbits’ 
guts, among other fuel sources. Last year, the 
U.S. only produced enough Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel to meet less than 0.2% of airline’s 
demand for fuel. The current Biden 
administration has set a goal for that to be 
100% by 2050. (Washington Post) 

FAA Selects First Airports for New Runway 
Safety System. Austin-Bergstrom (KAUS), 
Indianapolis International (KIND), Nashville 
(KBNA), and Dallas Love Field (KDAL) will be 
the first airports to receive the Surface 
Awareness Initiative (SAI) system aimed at 
improving air traffic controller awareness and 
reducing runway incursions. Plans call to have 
SAI operational at the airports by the end of 
July, with other airports set to receive it by the 
end of 2025. (AIN Online) 
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Job Postings 
ADF does not endorse, recommend, or 
otherwise support any particular employer. 
All postings are current only at the time the 
ADF newsletter is initially made public. 
 
Dispatcher – Air Wisconsin 
Location: Appleton, WI 
Apply at: 
https://www.airwis.com/Careers/Salaried 

 
Dispatcher Apprenticeship – Republic 
Airways 
Location: Indianapolis, IN 
Apply at: https://careers.rjet.com/ 
 
Aircraft Dispatcher - Confidential 
Location: Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Visit indeed.com for details 
 
Lead Aircraft Dispatcher – Nicholas Air 
Location: Oxford, MS 
Apply at: 
https://www.nicholasair.com/careers 
 
Flight Dispatcher – Jet Out Inc. 
Location: Milwaukee, WI 
Apply at: https://jetout.com/careers 
 
Flight Operations Coordinator – 
Foundation Aviation 
Location: Brea, CA 
Visit indeed.com for details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 July VOR Quiz 
 

Photo courtesy of Jonella Black 
 

This navaid is in the U.S.A. 

Six jet airways cross here, on the way to and 
from a large metropolitan area. 

It’s named after a small town, about 25 miles 
away, the name of which is a person’s last 
name, or a first name. 

That town is in an adjacent state. 
 
Email your answer to: VOR@dispatcher.org 

Do you enjoy the VOR Quiz in the newsletter? 
Check the ADF Website (www.dispatcher.org) 
for a Monthly VOR Quiz that is published in the 
first week of each month! 
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ADF Business 

ADF Summer Business Meeting 
ADF Summer Business Meeting: July 29, 
2024 in Milwaukee, WI at the Doubletree by 
Hilton Downtown Milwaukee. All ADF 
members in good standing are invited to 
attend. 

 

Nominations are open for the following ADF 
Board positions to be elected at the Fall ADF 
Summit and take office effective January 1, 
2025: 

 Executive Vice President 
 Secretary 

Send your nominations to: 
nominations@dispatcher.org 
 

Check out ADF on Social Media: 

         

About ADF 

The Airline Dispatchers 
Federation represents the professional 
interests of the dispatch profession.   ADF's 
constituency is comprised of licensed aircraft 
dispatchers and operational control 
professionals from aerospace companies, 
regional and cargo carriers, and every major 
U.S. airline.  ADF's membership as of January 
2023 stood at 2,416 members.  The vast 
majority of airline passengers traveling each 
day in the United States, do so under the 
watchful eye of ADF members. 
 
The ADF is an all-volunteer organization (all 
working dispatchers) and in accordance with 
our bylaws is an advocacy organization for 
working dispatchers and not a labor 
organization. 

The ADF Newsletter is published quarterly. The 
next newsletter will be published on October 
25th, 2024. We are looking for articles, ideas, 
and photos from all readers and members. I will 
also accept and republish (with permission) 
articles that you come across online. We would 
like the Newsletter to reflect the activities and 
interests of all ADF members and serve as an 
educational tool for members. Email: 
editor@dispatcher.org 

The deadline for articles and information for the 
Fall Newsletter is October 20th. Articles should 
be submitted as unformatted Word documents. 
(Fonts, etc., will be changed as part of the 
editing process.) All contributions should be 
your own or properly attributed. If including 
photos from other sources, be sure that you 
have permission to use the material and list 
your sources. 

 

 

 


