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The Airline Dispatchers Federation is unequivocally opposed to any initiative that
seeks to remove pilots from the flight deck of cargo aircraft. While the ADF has long
supported technological advancement, automation, and innovation throughout aviation, we
firmly reject the notion that safety-critical operational roles can be eliminated without
degrading the safety of the National Airspace System. No level of automation has yet
demonstrated the ability to replace the judgment, experience, and real-time
decision-making of qualified aviation professionals.

For more than seventy years, commercial aviation has achieved an extraordinary
safety record through a layered system of independent human oversight. Aircraft
Dispatchers and Pilots in Command share operational responsibility for every flight,
providing continuous risk assessment, weather analysis, operational decision making,
contingency planning, and real-time response to rapidly changing conditions. This
dual-professional model is not an accident of history—it is a proven safety architecture’.
Removing pilots from the cockpit dismantles one of the most essential layers of protection
in the system.

Cargo aircraft do not operate in isolation. They share the same airspace, airports, air
traffic control system, weather environment, and emergency response infrastructure as
passenger aircraft. Any incident involving an autonomous cargo aircraft has the potential to
affect passengers, flight crews, communities, and the efficiency of the entire aviation
system. Treating cargo operations as a lower-risk proving ground is a dangerous
misconception that ignores the interconnected nature of modern aviation.

The ADF urges the FAA to reject any proposal that removes pilots from cargo aircraft
operations. Removing pilots would eliminate a critical independent check on automated
systems. Before even considering any fundamental shift, the FAA must require
overwhelming, independently verified evidence that automation can enhance the safety
performance of trained flight crews. Transparent public review, comprehensive operational
validation, and clear regulatory accountability for operational control must be prerequisites,
not afterthoughts. Strengthen, don’t substitute, when safety is the subject.

Innovation should strengthen aviation safety, not erode the human expertise that built
the industry’s unmatched safety record. The future of aviation must be shaped by
collaboration between dispatchers and pilots—not by eliminating the very professionals
who keep the system safe.
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