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The Airline Dispatchers Federation (ADF) supports the Federal Aviation Administration's proposed

rule entitled "Prohibition of Remote Dispatching," which would prohibit aircraft dispatching and flight

following activities from locations other than an air carrier's designated dispatch or flight following

center, except in limited emergency circumstances as provided by law.

Aircraft dispatchers perform a safety-critical function and share operational responsibility for the safe

conduct of flight operations. Effective operational control requires continuous coordination, access to

approved communication systems, immediate collaboration with operational stakeholders, and the

ability to maintain situational awareness of a carrier's operation as a whole. The ADF believes these

responsibilities are best fulfilled within FAA-approved dispatch and flight following centers that are

specifically designed, staffed, secured, and equipped to support operational control.

The ADF recognizes that dispatch centers provide an environment that promotes consistency,

accountability, collaboration, and reliability in support of safe airline operations. Maintaining dispatch

functions within designated operational control facilities helps preserve the integrity of the dispatcher

role and reinforces the long-established operational partnership between the Aircraft Dispatcher and

Pilot in Command.

The ADF acknowledges that circumstances may arise in which a dispatch or flight following center

becomes inoperable. In those situations, temporary alternate locations may be necessary to ensure

continuity of operations and the safe continuation of flight activities. The proposed rule appropriately

accommodates those limited circumstances while reaffirming that dispatching should ordinarily be

conducted from approved operational control facilities.

The Airline Dispatchers Federation therefore supports the FAA's proposed prohibition on remote

dispatching and affirms that aircraft dispatch functions should remain centered within approved

dispatch and flight following facilities, except when emergency conditions require the temporary use

of alternate locations as provided by regulation.
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