


A TEMPEST

OF EMOTIONS
AND BEAUTY

"

ow, sitting down at the
spot where formerly sat
the uppermost specta-
tors, you confess at once that
never did any audience, in any
theatre, have before it such a
spectacle as you there behold”.
Thus Wolfgang Goethe, who ar-
rived in Sicily in 1787, described
the ancient theatre of Taormina
in his famous Journey to ltaly.
Since then, Taormina and its the-
atre have become the coveted
destination of the young peo-
ple of the European aristocracy,
and over time the very icon of
Sicily. The scene frames the
sea, the coast, and the smoking
cone of Etna, now covered with
snow, and lit by the glow of the
lava: a fatal attraction for tra-
vellers in search of space and
silence. On summer evenings,
it welcomes music, prose, ope-
ra, and dance performances
under the stars and inside na-
ture, giving a synaesthesia of
emotions unique in the world.

Gabriella Tigano
Director of the Park of Naxos - Taormina

RESTORATIONS:

A STORY

IN THE HISTORY

he first interventions in-
Tside the Ancient Theatre

are directed by Biagio de
Speches, Duke of Santo Stefa-
no, and date back to the years
1748-1749, as evidenced by
an inscription now preserved
in the west hall of the theatre.
Since then, excavations and re-
storations have continued on a
regular basis, up to the most
complete conservative restora-
tion concluded in 1956 by Luigi
Bernabd Brea. On this occa-
sion, the cavea and other essen-
tial parts for the reading of the
monument are partially recon-
structed, including a part of the
vault of the external summit am-
bulatory. Today the Ancient The-
atre of Taormina is a pulsating
cultural hub: it hosts performan-
ces of classical and contempo-
rary theatre and is the home of
international events such as the
Taormina Film Festival.
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MONUMENT
TO THE TALENT
OF MAN

Nature, art, history, landscape: it is no coincidence that the An-
cient Theatre, after having enchanted painters and travellers sin-
ce the eighteenth century with its ruins, continues to thrill today.
The Greek building, built in a dominant position, dates back,
by layout, to the llI-Il century BC, but the monument appears
today in the forms acquired in the Roman imperial age, in the
first half of the Il century AD, under the emperor Trajan or Ha-
drian. The theatre retains a rectangular scenic building between
two grandiose vaulted halls for access to the orchestra and a
109m diameter auditorium, divided into nine wedges by eight
stairways. After the one of Syracuse, it is the largest building for
shows not only in Sicily, but also in the ltalian peninsula and
Africa. In the imperial age, a double portico in brick with granite
columns and vaulted roof, surmounted the auditorium, while the
scenic building, apparently articulated on three orders, with a
frons scaenae sumptuously decorated by statues and columns,
interrupted by three big openings. The current frons scaenae
belongs to a nineteenth-century restoration.

Between the 2nd and the 3rd
centuries AD, probably under
the Emperor Caracalla, the the-
atre was transformed into an
ampbhitheatre and the orchestra
converted into an arena to host
venationes and gladiator fights.
After the fall of the Roman Em-
pire, centuries of neglect fol-
lowed until 1465, when the
western hall began to be used

A PLACE
S{OINN
TO AMAZE

as the palace residence of the
Zumbo family as proof of the
heraldic coat of arms still visible.
The Theatre is once again the
protagonist with the rediscovery
of Sicily, in the period of the
Grand Tour, starting and pro-
moting a new history that has
made Taormina one of the ca-
pitals of international tourism.



EPIGRAPHS:
AN ARCHIVE FROM
THE ANCIENT
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On the highest terrace of the hill that houses the Theatre, the buil-
ding called “Casina degli Inglesi”, today, as in the nineteenth century,
houses a small “Antiquarium”. The important epigraphic collection,
consisting of texts in Greek and Latin from the urban excavations of

Tauromenion, includes some exceptional Greek epigraphs of a pu-
blic nature (tables of the Strategists and Gymnasiarchs and financial

statements) dating from the second and first centuries BC. Among the
other exhibits on display there is a marble sarcophagus from the late
2nd century AD, found in the monumental necropolis of Via Pirandello
in the nineteenth century AD, used for the burial of a child, deco-
rated with a scene from the Dionysian setting in which it was pro-
posed to recognize the narrative of the myth of Psyche and Cupid.

B Guided tours

SPECIAL OFFER for groups of 20 or more people

write fo info@aditusculture.com

- and you will shortly receive a reply.

Italiano - English - Espariol - Frangais - Deutsche

B Didactics

Visit the website aditusculture.com

at the section educational tourism.
Educational proposals for schools

are curated Ey _8\/#0, for information and
reservations write an e-mail to

didattica@civitasicilia. it

m Bookshop

B Enogastronomic services
For information write to

. annaritabonacina@aditusculture.com
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Do not introduce
animals.

Do not use flash
photography.

Do not bring
backpacks.

Do not touch artworks

and finds.

Do not bring any food
or drinks.
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Open daily according to the site’s hours. You can choose between
sweet or savoury breakfast.

GET YOUR FILL OF TASTE
AT THE SEMAFORO CAFE

The flavours and products of the Sicilian land are
all to be discovered, a unique encounter in the wor-
Id in which aromas, colours and textures blend that
exalt the palate and fill your heart. A stop at the Se-
maforo café is the best condiment on your site visit.
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Choose a book, an object of design

LEAVE or a unique artistic handcraft piece

A COMMENT from the Bookshop. In the future
it will become a precious memory

ABOUT fragment of the emotions lived
YOUR VISIT! during the visit. Or an authentic gift

Aperitifs with a selection of Light lunch with local products’ salads
mixed cold cuts or fresh fruits or gourmet sandwiches, combined with
and a glass of local wine. non-alcoholic drinks.

0 o for who is waiting for you at home.

#teatr ogrecotaormina Open daily according to the site’s hours.




DISCOVER MUSEUMS

Castle Maniace

( Ancient Theatre of Taormina

— ool Galryof ol loms

Museum and Archaeological Area of Naxos

Archaeological Regional Museum Paolo Orsi

Aeolian Archaeological Park - Museum Luigi Bernabo Brea

Monumental Area of Neapolis

Archaeological Area of Tindari

Roman Villa of Pati

Aditus S.r.l.
aditusculture.com
Buy your ticket online!
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