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Arctic region, as defined in US law

Credit: US Arctic Researc h Commission




-Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984
-Executive Order 12501 (‘85 Pres. Reagan)

Created USARC and IARPC
Defined their roles and responsibilities

White House (OSTP & OMB) shall
coordinate and review Arctic research
budget requests and address icebreakers



USARC COMMISSIONERS

FRAN ULMER | CHAIR
US Arctic Research Commission
Anchorage, Alaska

DAVID BENTON
Fisheries Consultant
Juneau, Alaska

EDWARD SAGGAN ITTA
Past Mayor, North Slope Borough
Barrow, Alaska

MARY C. PETE
Director, Kuskokwim Campus
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Bethel, Alaska

JAMES McCARTHY

Professor of Biological Oceanography
Harvard University

Cambridge, Massachusetts

CHARLES J. VOROSMARTY, PhD

Director, City University of New York
Environmental Cross-Roads Initiative

The City College of New York

New York, New York

WARREN M. ZAPOL, MD, EMERITUS
Director, Anesthesia Center for

Critical Care Research
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts

FRANCE A. CORDOVA, PhD |
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER

Director, National Science Foundation
Arlington, Virginia




USARC is an independent federal agency that
develops policy, but does not fund research.

e Two offices. DC and Anchorage
e ~S1.5M annual budget



USARC’s duties:

e Develop national Arctic research policy

e Facilitate Arctic research cooperation (w/IARPC)
e Review federal Arctic research programs

e Recommend improvements for data sharing

e Facilitate cooperation w/Alaska & internationally



Federal Arctic research policy/process

ARCTIC RESEARCH PLAN:
FY2013-2017

DGET

- ] VERNMENT
Executive Office of the President
National Science and Technology Council

USARC set goals =) |ARPC adopts,

mmm) White House:

creates & executes OMB/OSTP
!' research plan coordinate &
review budget
“The Commission shall, after submission Conpins
of the President's annual budget request, 8 2
: Authorizes &
review the request and report to :
Appropriates

Congress on adherence to the Plan.”



“Goals Report”
5 major research themes for 2013-14

Environmental Change
Arctic Human Health
Civil Infrastructure

Natural Resource
Assessment & Earth
Science

Indigenous Languages, |
|dentities, Cultures







Electronic products & services

ARGIIGUPDALE f
NCE Po RTAL THE US ARCTIC RESEARCH COMMISSION DAILY EMAIL NEWSLETTER

1A~ LAUIYE
Connecting researchers, decision makers,
and the general public with Arctic information.

Today's Congressional Action:
The Senate will consider unemployment insurance legislation.

Welcome to the Arctic Science Portal The House is expected to consider several non-Arctic bills today.

This portal is a broad collection of Arctic science websites that are distributed
among the five categories listed above. A list of abbreviations and an organizational
chart are also included. The entry for each website includes a name, the link (URL),
and a brief description. The purpose of this site is to provide information to broad
cross-sections of users.

Levin Resists Calls for Transparency in Defense Authorization Markup.
Reporters want outgoing Senate Armed Services Chairman vin, D-Mich., to
make his last defense authorization markup the most transparent yet. The Standing
Committee of Correspondents for the daily press galleries has requested that Levin,
who w at the end of the year, consider opening all fiscal 2015 defense
authorization markups to the media and the public, with exceptions for meetings
that must be classified. Roll Call

White House Science Director Knocks
Climate Change Skeptics. John Holdren, the
director of the White House Office of Science
and Technology, took on climate change
skeptics Wednesday in a video released on
YouTube saying the cold weather that swept
across the United States this week doesn't
mean that global warming is a myth. "If you've
been hearing that extreme cold spells like the
one we're having in the United States now

. . . . disprove global warming, don't believe it,"
U SA RC Unlted States Arctlc ResearCh commlss'°“ Holdren says in the video. "The fact is that no single weather episode can either
prove or disprove global climate change." Politico
An independent agency that advises the President and Congress on domestic
and international Arctic research through recommendations and reports
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