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Introduction
ASFA recognizes that many of its members have difficulty securing funding to attend an ASFA Annual Meeting. As such, ASFA is pleased to announce an application process for travel scholarships to attend the ASFA 2018 Annual Meeting, April 25-28 at the Hilton Chicago.


Travel Scholarship
Travel scholarship recipients will receive the following as part of their travel scholarship:
· 4 nights hotel at the Hilton Chicago (arriving on April 24th and departing on April 28th)
· ASFA 2018 Annual Meeting Conference Registration, including the Apheresis Review Session
· Lowest available economy airfare, up to a maximum of $750 USD

ASFA Head Office will contact the travel scholarship recipients in order to make travel arrangements, and make the hotel reservation on behalf of the travel scholarship recipients.


Application Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must be members of ASFA in order to be eligible. In addition, there are four pathways to be eligible for a travel scholarship to the 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting. The applicant must satisfy at least one of the following pathways:
· Submission of an abstract to the 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting
· The 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting must be the applicant’s first ASFA Annual Meeting
· Allied Health Professional practicing apheresis for three years or less
· Registered to take the Qualification in Apheresis (QIA) exam

The applicant must also submit the following:
· A complete curriculum vitae (CV)
· Letter of support from a supervisor or instructor
· An essay on the topic, “What I hope to gain by attending the 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting” (150 words maximum) 

*Please see Page 5 for the supporting documentation required for each pathway.

Evaluation 
This opportunity is intended to support those whom would be otherwise unable to attend the Annual Meeting but demonstrate a commitment and passion for advancing apheresis practice, as well as the overall mission and vision of ASFA. 

ASFA Head Office will review applications to ensure that the eligibility requirements are met. Eligible applications will then be reviewed by an Ad Hoc Committee consisting of representatives of the ASFA Membership Committee and the ASFA Awards Committee. This Ad Hoc Committee will select three applicants for the travel scholarship, subject to approval of the ASFA Board of Directors.

A scholarship will be awarded to one Physician applicant and to two Allied Health applicants. For Physician applicants, priority will be given to Residents and Fellows.



Key Dates 
· Application Deadline: December 22, 2017
· Notification of Outcome: February 2018
· 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting: April 25-28, 2018


Application Submission
Please submit your application via email to asfa@apheresis.org by December 22, 2017 by 8:00pm Eastern Time.


Questions
If you have any questions regarding this opportunity please contact ASFA Head Office.
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2018 ASFA Annual Meeting Travel Scholarship Application Form
Name:
Title:
Institution:
Address:
City, State:
Institution:  

Essay
Please provide a brief essay on the topic, “What I Hope to Gain by Attending the ASFA Annual Meeting” (150 words maximum. Essays exceeding 150 characters will not be considered).
 
	








Attachments
Please attach your CV and your letter of support from your instructor or supervisor.


Eligibility Pathways
Please identify which of the following pathways that your application is eligible for:
1. Submission an abstract to the 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting
a. Please provide the title of your submitted abstract.

2. The 2018 ASFA Annual Meeting must be the applicant’s first ASFA Annual Meeting
a. ASFA Head Office will verify with the registration lists of past ASFA Annual Meetings.

3. Allied Health Professional practicing apheresis for three years or less
a. Please attach documentation confirming that you are an Allied Health Professional that has been practicing apheresis for three years or less, such as written confirmation from your employer.

4. Registered to take the Qualification in Apheresis (QIA) exam 
a. Please attach documentation confirming that you have paid the $240 USD application fee, such as the payment receipt from the ASCP Board of Certification. The date of this receipt cannot be earlier than October 1, 2017.

Identified Pathway: _____________________________________________
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