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University of North Alabama
5-6 Overall, 2-3 GSC 

GSC Championships
1977, 1981, 1984  1994, 1996

NCAA Regionals
1977, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1988, 1991, 1994, 

1995, 1996, 2006, 2008, 2013, 2014 
NCAA Region Championships

1977, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1991, 1996, 2008
NCAA Final Four

1977, 1979, 1980, 1984, 1991
NCAA Champions

1979, 1991

NOVEMBER
14  	 vs. Tampa		  Huntsville, Ala. 	     W • 88-87
15  	 vs. Saint Leo		  Huntsville, Ala. 	      L • 71-83 
17  	 BRYAN		  HOME		     W • 82-69 
22  	 MARTIN METHODIST 	HOME 	           W • 96-89 (OT)  
28  	 vs. Truman State 	 Owensboro, Ky. 	     L • 74-87 
29  	 vs. Grand Valley St. 	Owensboro, Ky. 	     L • 60-78

DECEMBER
4  	 VALDOSTA STATE* 	HOME 		     W • 70-68
6  	 WEST FLORIDA* 	 HOME 	            L • 77-79 (OT)
14  	 at West Alabama* 	 Livingston, Ala. 	      L • 79-97 
18  	 at Lee* 		  Cleveland, Tenn.  L • 82-87 (OT)
20  	 at Shorter* 		  Rome, Ga. 	     W • 87-83
 
JANUARY
3  	 at Auburn (Ex) 	 Auburn, Ala. 		  Noon 	
5  	 MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE* 	 HOME 			  8 pm 	
7  	 DELTA STATE* 	 HOME 			  6 pm 	
10  	 CHRISTIAN BROTHERS* 	HOME 			  3 pm 	
12  	 UNION* 		  HOME 			  8 pm 	
15  	 at West Georgia* 	 Carrollton, Ga. 		  6:30 pm 
17  	 at UAH* 		  Huntsville, Ala. 		  4 pm
22  	 at West Florida* 	 Pensacola, Fla. 		  8 pm 	
24  	 at Valdosta State* 	 Valdosta, Ga. 		  7 pm
29  	 WEST ALABAMA* 	 HOME 			  8 pm
31  	 WEST GEORGIA* 	 HOME 			  3 pm 

FEBRUARY
5 	 LEE* 		  HOME 			  8 pm 	
7 	 SHORTER* 		  HOME 			  3 pm 
12 	 at Mississippi College* 	 Clinton, Miss. 		  8 pm 	
14 	 at Delta State* 	 Cleveland, Miss. 	 3 pm 	
19 	 at Union* 		  Jackson, Tenn. 		  8 pm 	
21 	 at Christian Brothers* 	 Memphis, Tenn. 		 3 pm 	
28 	 UAH* 		  HOME 			  3 pm 

MARCH
3 	     GSC Tourney 	 (First Round) 		  TBA 
7-8 	     GSC Tourney 	 Birmingham, Ala. 	 TBA
14-16   NCAA South Region Tournament 		 TBA 	
25-28   NCAA Division II Elite 8 			
			   Evansville, Ind. 	   	   	 

  	 * Gulf South Conference game 		
	 All times central

   1  -  Jere Vucica  	 6-8  	 JR	 F 	 Split, Croatia
   2  -  Justin Smith 	 6-1  	 FR	 G 	 Tanner, Ala.
   3  -  Jeff Hodge 	 	 5-11  	 FR	 G 	 Birmingham, Ala.
 10  -  John Fletcher  	 6-2  	 JR	 G 	 San Diego, Calif.
 11  -  Nathan Spehr  	 5-10  	 SR	 G 	 Adelaide, Australia
 12  -  Brandon Herman  	 6-1  	 JR	 G 	 Chattanooga, Tenn.
 13  -  Jetani Hunter  	 6-4  	 FR	 G 	 Broome, Australia.
 20  -  Lazar Petrov  	 6-11  	 JR	 F 	 Kocani, Macedonia
 22  -  Andy Pounders  	 6-8  	 JR	 F 	 Russellville, Ala.
 32  -  Marcus Landry  	 6-5  	 SR	 F 	 Sulphur, La.
 33  -  Luke Corkery  	 6-7  	 JR	 G 	 Napier, New Zealand
 35  -  Calvin Dade  	 6-6  	 SR	 F 	 Loxley, Ala.

Head Coach: Bobby Champagne
Assistant Coach: Eddie McCarter

Graduate Assistant Coach: Patrick Moynihan
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MEET THE OPPONENT

AUBURN LEADS ALL-TIME SERIES
The game today against Auburn will represent only the fourth-
ever meeting between the two men’s basketball programs. The 
two teams played three straight seasons from 1959-61 with 
the Tigers posting three wins by an average score of 92-66. 

Previous games vs. Auburn:
1958-59 		  L • 78-104
1959-60		  L • 69-95
1960-61		  L • 50-76

EXHIBITION PLAY
While the game today will only count as an exhibition contest 
for North Alabama, it will be a regular-season contest for 
Auburn. The game will serve as a final tune-up before the Tigers 
begin Southeastern Conference play Tuesday at Vanderbilt. 
UNA has already played one exhibition game this season, 
having already taken the floor against Houston on Nov. 8. 
Six players reached double figures in scoring as the Division 
I Cougars pulled away in the second half for a 108-83 win.

PROJECTED UNA STARTERS 

JERE VUCICA
6-8|210|JR|Split, Croatia1

	 PTS	 REB	 FG%	 MIN
	 12.9	 6.9	 55.3	 29.5

NOTES: 
Started all 11 games 
this season...is 2nd 
on the team with 11 
blocked shots.

JOHN FLETCHER
6-2|160|JR|San Diego, Calif.10

	 PTS	 REB	 FG%	 MIN
	 5.7	 1.3	 32.8	 17.1

NOTES: 
Scored nine points 
and pulled down 4 
rebounds in his first 
start of the season 
against Shorter.

NATHAN SPEHR
5-10|170|SR|Adelaide, Australia11

	 PTS	 REB	 FG%	 MIN
	 13.6	 2.6	 37.8	 35.4

NOTES: 
Has hit over 200 
career free throws for 
UNA (203-of-225).

MARCUS LANDRY
6-5|240|SR|Sulphur, La.32

	 PTS	 REB	 FG%	 MIN
	 9.4	 8.4	 58.8	 26.6

NOTES: 
Leads team with 
92 rebounds on 
the year...has two 
double-doubles this 
season.

CALVIN DADE
6-6|200|SR|Loxley, Ala.35

	 PTS	 REB	 FG%	 MIN
	 12.6	 7.5	 54.6	 30.1

NOTES: 
Grabbed a career-
high 17 rebounds 
against West Florida; 
leads team with 14 
blocked shots.Auburn University

 00  -  Malcolm Canada	 6-3	 SR	 G	 Austin, Texas
   1  -  KT Harrell	 6-4	 SR	 G	 Montgomery, Ala.
   3  -  Patrick Keim	 6-2	 FR	 G	 Birmingham, Ala.
   4  -  Trayvon Reed	 7-2	 FR	 C	 Mobile, Ala.
   5  -  Cinmeon Bowers	 6-7	 JR	 F	 Racine, Wis.
 10  -  Kareem Canty	 6-0	 SO	 G	 Harlem, N.Y.
 12  -  K.C. Ross-Miller	 6-0	 GS	 G	 Grand Praire, Texas
 13  -  Tahj Shamsid-Deen	 5-9	 SO	 G	 Decatur, Ga.
 14  -  Antoine Mason	 6-1	 GS	 G	 Queens, N.Y.
 20  -  Alex Thompson	 6-9	 SO	 F	 Dothan, Ala.
 22  -  C.J. Holmes	 6-1	 JR	 G	 Washington, D.C.
 23  -  TJ Lang	 6-7	 FR	 G	 Mobile, Ala.
 24  -  Jack Purchase	 6-8	 FR	 F	 Melbourne, Australia
 25  -  Jordon Granger	 6-8	 JR	 F	 St. Louis, Mo.
 31  -  Devin Waddell	 6-5	 JR	 C/F	 Summerfield, N.C.
 41  -  Matthew Atewe	 6-8	 SO	 C	 Ontario, Canada
 42  -  Cole Stockton	 6-5	 JR	 G	 Auburn, Ala.
 44  -  Stephen Bass	 6-6	 JR	 G	 Murfreesboro, Tenn.
	

Head Coach: Bruce Pearl 
Assistant Coaches: Tony Jones  •  Chuck Person  •  Harris Adler
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CHAMPAGNE GETS 190th WIN, 
North Alabama’s 96-89 overtime victory against Martin 
Methodist earlier this season at Flowers Hall represented head 
coach Bobby Champagne’s 190th career coaching victory. 
Champagne has an overall record of 192-142, all at UNA. 

LAST GAME
Five players reached double figures in scoring as the UNA 
men’s basketball team broke a three-game losing streak with 
an 87-83 road win at Shorter. Calvin Dade scored 19 points 
while Jere Vucica, Nathan Spehr and Marcus Landry added 
14 points each for the Lions. Brandon Herman rounded out 
the top scorers with 10 points on the day. UNA led by as many 
as 16 points in the first half before taking a 49-41 lead into the 
break. The Hawks slowly chipped away before taking their 
first lead of the second half when a three-pointer by Dedric 
Ware made the score 72-71 at the 7:08 mark. The Lions led 
85-80 before a Shorter three-pointer cut the lead to two with 
13 seconds left. Herman then put the game out of reach with 
two free throws with four seconds remaining. 

LIONS TOP GSC IN REBOUNDING
The North Alabama men’s basketball team currently leads 
the Gulf South Conference in rebounding, grabbing 40.9 
rebounds per game. A big part of the team’s success on the 
boards comes at the offense end of the floor. The Lions pull 
down a league-high 15.0 offensive rebounds per game. UNA 
is third in the GSC with 25.9 defensive rebounds per contest. 
Individually, UNA has three of the GSC’s Top 10 rebounders. 
Marcus Landry is sixth (8.4 RPG); Calvin Dade is eighth (7.5 
RPG); and Jere Vucica is 10th (6.9 RPG). Each of the three 
has had at least one double-double this season with Landry 
and Dade recording two each.

INJURY REPORT
The UNA men’s basketball team will be without the services 
of Lazar Petrov this weekend. The 6-11 junior from Kocani, 
Macedonia left practice last week with an arm injury and did 
not return. In seven games this season, Petrov is averaging 
1.7 points, 1.9 rebounds and 5.6 minutes per game. He scored 
four points and pulled down two rebounds to help the Lions 
post a 70-68 win over Valdosta State on Dec. 4 at Flowers Hall.

UNA HEAD COACH
BOBBY CHAMPAGNE

192-142 at UNA

Bobby Champagne is in his 12th 
season as head men’s basketball 
coach at the University of North 
Alabama. After taking over the 
reigns in 2003, he has returned 
the Lion program to a position 
of national prominence.

Under Champagne, the Lions 
have qualified for post-season 
play in all 11 seasons, incudnig 11 consecutive Gulf South 
Conference tournaments and four NCAA tournaments. UNA 
also won the NCAA Division II South Regional Champion-
ship in the 2007-08 season and the GSC Tournament in the 
2013-14 campaign. He is 192-142 during his tenure at North 
Alabama.

Champagne, who was honored by the NABC as South Re-
gion Coach of the Year in 2008, has been affiliated with 13 
postseason tournament teams (11 NCAA, two NIT) during 
his 27-year collegiate coaching career. He came to UNA after 
one season as an assistant coach at the University of Texas-
El Paso.

Champagne has worked with some of the nation’s best bas-
ketball coaches in Kelvin Sampson at Washington State Uni-
versity and the University of Oklahoma and Charles “Lefty” 
Driesell at Georgia State University. He has coached teams 
that have six NCAA Division I tournament appearances, two 
NIT appearances and four conference championships.

Champagne played 
collegiately at Jef-
ferson Davis Com-
munity College (two 
years) and South 
Alabama (one year), 
where he earned his 
degree in 1990.

He earned his As-
sociate arts degree 
in Liberal Arts from 
Jefferson Davis 
Community College 
in 1987, and his 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in Sociology 
from South Alabama 
in 1990. He was a 
two-year basketball letterwinner at South Alabama. He was 
named to the all-academic team (1987-88 season), and 
was also a President’s List honoree (1990) and a Dean’s List 
student (1988-90) while playing for the Jaguars.

Champagne and his wife, the former Anna Baxter, have 
three sons, Charlie, Will and Joe, and a daughter, Annie.
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SPEHR CHASING FREE THROW RECORD
UNA senior Nathan Spehr enters his fi nal season with the Lions
with a chance to place his name in the school record books for 
career free throw percentage. The senior shooting guard from 
Adelaide, Australia came into the year 168-of-186 (90.3 percent) 
from the charity stripe. The current record is held by Luther Tiggs, 
who made 250-of-291 (85.9 percent) free throws from 1986-88. 
This season, Spehr is second in the GSC at 35-of-39 from the foul 
line, giving him a career stat line of 203-of-225 (90.2 percent).

LIONS WORK OT...AGAIN
UNA has played in three overtime games this season, sporting a 
1-2 record. Two of the contests have come at Flowers Hall while 
the most recent OT game was on the road. The Lions posted a 
96-89 home win over Martin Methodist on Nov. 22  before falling 
79-77 to West Florida on Dec. 6. On Dec. 18, UNA dropped an 87-
82 overtime decision at Lee. Prior to this year, the last time UNA
went to OT was a 97-95 overtime win at UAH on Mar. 1, 2014. The 
school record for overtime games in a season is four, set during the 
1980-80 season. The Lions posted a 22-9 record on the year but 
were only 1-3 in overtime contests.

LANDRY RETURNS TO THE LIONS
After playing the 2010-11 season with North Alabama, former 
standout Marcus Landry has returned the Lions’ roster. The 
Sulphur, La., native will play his senior season after a two-year 
break from basketball. The 6-5, 220-pound forward averaged 
12.7 points and 7.4 rebounds per game during his fi rst stint 
with UNA. He was a second team All-Gulf South Conference 
selection after shooting a team-high 66.5 percent from the fl oor 
with 1.24 blocks per game. 

LIONS ON THE RADIO/VIDEO
Jan. 3 vs. Auburn (UNA men only)
The game will be televised on the SEC Network. The noon 
tip-off will also have radio coverage via the Auburn Sports 
Network and will feature a live audio streak found at www.
auburntigers.com.

Jan. 5 vs. Mississippi College
The women’s game will be on 97.1 WBCF. Pre-game at 5:45 p.m. 
(CST) with tip-off at 6 p.m. The men’s game will follow immedi-
ately, and will be broadcast on 93.9 WYTK.

Play-by-play action is called by Phil Stevenson with color 
commentary provided by Brandon Lewis of the UNA Lion
Sports Network. An Internet audio stream can be found at 
www.roarlions.com as well as the UNA Stretch Internet home 
page at portal.stretchinternet.com/una.

NABC Division II Coaches Poll (Dec. 30, 2014 – Poll #5)
 

    Record Points Pvs 

1.  West Liberty, W.Va. (13)   9-0 397 1

2.  Florida Southern (3)   11-0 387 2

3.  Colo.-Colorado Springs  12-0 361 4

4.  Tarleton State, Texas   10-0 353 5

5.  Lincoln Memorial, Tenn.  11-0 326 6

6.  Bellarmine, Ky.   8-1 314 7

7.  Indianapolis, Ind.   9-0 310 9

8.  Central Missouri   11-1 262 3

9.  Colorado School of Mines  9-0 232 17

10.  Metropolitan State, Colo.  9-2 230 14

11.  Barry, Fla.   8-1 227 8

12.  California Baptist   10-1 224 16

13.  Augustana, S.D.   11-1 198 18

14.  Minnesota State-Moorhead  14-1 192 19

15.  Azusa Pacific, Calif.   12-1 152 22

16.  Minnesota State   9-2 137 10

17.  St. Edward’s, Texas   10-0 130 25

18.  Mount Olive, N.C.   11-1 120 13

19.  Drury, Mo.   7-2 93 12

20.  Indiana, Pa.   10-2 89 24

21.  BYU-Hawaii   8-1 77 15

22.  Angelo State, Texas   11-1 67 NR

23.  Lewis, Ill.    8-1 38 NR

24.  Lake Superior State, Mich.  9-1 36 NR

25.  Lander, S.C.   10-0 32 NR

    

Others receiving votes: Southern Connecticut State 31, Newberry (S.C.) 25, 

Saint Anselm (N.H.) 23, Sonoma State (Calif.) 19, Central Oklahoma 15, UNC Pembroke 14, 

Texas A&M-Commerce 13, Wisconsin-Parkside 13, Alabama-Huntsville 11, 

Western Oregon 11, Ferris State (Mich.) 7, Point Loma Nazarene (Calif.) 7, Cal Poly Pomona 6, 

Colorado Mesa 6, Northwest Missouri State 5, Seattle Pacific (Wash.) 4, 

Midwestern State (Texas) 2, Northern State (S.D.) 1, Saint Michael’s (Vt.) 1.

Dropped out: Southern Connecticut State (11), Alabama-Huntsville (20), Newberry (21), 

GRU Augusta (23).

Records are through games of Sunday, Dec. 21, 2014.  
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UNA MEN BY THE NUMBERS...

BOBBY CHAMPAGNE SHOW 
STARTS IN JANUARY
WHDF-15 The Valley’s CW will be 
the official network home of the 
Bobby Champagne Show this 
season. The show will air Sunday 
mornings at 11:30 a.m. with the 
first installment set for Jan. 11. 
The show can also be found on 
the official YouTube channel, as 
well as at www.roarlions.com.

UNA MEN’S TEAM 2014-15

OVERALL RECORD:		  5-6
GSC RECORD			   2-3
NON-CONFERENCE		  3-3
AT FLOWERS HALL		  3-1
ROAD GAMES			  1-2
NEUTRAL			   1-3

ACTIVE WINNING STREAKS

OVERALL			   1
GSC GAMES			   1
AT FLOWERS HALL		  0
ROAD GAMES			  1
NEUTRAL			   0

LIONS RECORD BY MONTH

NOVEMBER			   3-3 
DECEMBER			   2-3

NUMBER OF TIMES A 
CURRENT UNA PLAYER HAS...

SCORED 20+ POINTS		  5

Brandon Herman		  3
Nathan Spehr			   2

SCORED 10+ POINTS		  43

Brandon Herman		  9
Nathan Spehr			   9
Calvin Dade			   8
Jere Vucica			   8
Marcus Landry			   5
Jeff Hodge			   2
John Fletcher			   2

HAD 10+ REBOUNDS		  10

Marcus Landry			   6
Calvin Dade			   3
Jere Vucica			   1

HAD 5+ ASSISTS		  11

Nathan Spehr			   6
Brandon Herman		  5

HAD A DOUBLE-DOUBLE	 5

Calvin Dade			   2
Marcus Landry			   2
Jere Vucica			   1

UNA’S RECORD THIS YEAR WHEN...

SCORING:

100 OR MORE POINTS		 0-0
90-100 POINTS			   1-0
80-90 POINTS			   3-1
70-80 POINTS			   1-4
LESS THAN 70 POINTS	 0-1

GIVING UP...

100 OR MORE POINTS		 0-0
90-100 POINTS			   0-1
80-90 POINTS			   3-3
70-80 POINTS			   0-2
60-70 POINTS			   2-0
LESS THAN 60 POINTS	 0-0

SHOOTING FROM THE FLOOR...

50% OR BETTER		  3-0
40% - 49%			   2-3
30% - 39%			   0-3
29% OR LOWER		  0-0

SHOOTING FROM 3-PT RANGE...

50% OR BETTER		  1-0
40% - 49%			   0-0
30% - 39%			   3-4
29% OR LOWER		  1-2

WINNING AT THE HALF	 3-3
TRAILING AT THE HALF	 2-3
TIED AT THE HALF		  0-0
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2014-15 GSC MEN’S BASKETBALL PRE-SEASON COACHES’ POLL

SCHOOL 			  1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 5th	 6th	 7th	 8th	 9th	 Total
Delta State 			   7 	 2 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 —	 —	 79
Christian Brothers 	 2 	 4 	 2 	 1 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 —	 —	 70
North Alabama 			  — 	 3 	 3 	 2 	 1 	 — 	 — 	 —	 —	 62
Alabama-Huntsville 	 — 	 — 	 3 	 4 	 1 	 1 	 — 	 —	 —	 54
West Georgia 			   — 	 1 	 2 	 2 	 4 	 — 	 — 	 —	 —	 54
Valdosta State 			   1 	 — 	 — 	 1 	 3 	 4 	 — 	 —	 —	 46
West Alabama 			  — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 1 	 4 	 2 	 1	 1	 30
Shorter 			   —	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 4 	 5 	 —	 22
West Florida 			   — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 1 	 2 	 4	 2	 20
Union 			   — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 — 	 2 	 —	 7	 13

NOTE: The Head Coaches voted on this poll. Teams received 9 points for a first place vote, 8 for a 
second place vote, 7 for third, etc. The head coaches were not allowed to vote for their own teams.

UNA MEN PICKED TO FINISH THIRD
Head coaches from around the Gulf South Conference selected the 
North Alabama men’s basketball team to finish third in the league 
standings. The Lions received 62 points in the annual coaches’ 
preseason poll. UNA is coming off a 23-10 campaign from a year 
ago where the Lions won the 2014 Gulf South Conference Tourna-
ment and advanced to the second round of the NCAA South Region 
Tournament. UNA, which received three votes for second place, three 
votes for third, two votes for forth and a single vote for fifth place 
to total its 62 points returns one starter and four lettermen from that 
team. After winning the regular season title a year ago, Delta State 
was picked to win the conference in 2015. The Statesmen received 
seven first-place votes and finished with 79 total points. Christian 
Brothers is second with 70 points. West Georgia and UAH tied for 
fourth place with 54 points each while Valdosta State (46 points), 
West Alabama (30 points), Shorter (22 points), West Florida (20 
points) and Union (13 points) round out the selected order of finish.

UP NEXT
The North Alabama men’s and women’s basketball teams will 
return to Gulf South Conference play at home on Monday, Jan. 
5, against Mississippi College. (The UNA women’s team hosts 
Delta State in GSC play today). The double-header against  
Mississippi College is set to tip off at 6 p.m. at Flowers Hall.

Current GSC Men’s Basketball Standings
Team			   GSC	 Overall		 Streak
Union			   4-2	 10-2		  Won 2
Lee*			   4-2	 9-2		  Won 3
UAH			   4-2	 9-3		  Lost 2
Delta State		  4-2	 7-5		  Won 1
West Georgia		  3-2	 8-2		  Lost 1
Shorter			  3-3	 8-4		  Lost 1
Christian Brothers	 3-3	 5-4		  Lost 2
West Alabama		  3-3	 7-6		  Won 1
North Alabama	 2-3	 5-6		  Won 1
Valdosta State		  2-4	 7-5		  Lost 1
Mississippi College*	 2-4	 4-4		  Won 2
West Florida		  1-5	 5-7		  Lost 4

* - Lee Mississippi and College are both provisional GSC 
members and not eligible for post-season play.
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Game 1 Game 2

Game 3 Game 4
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Game 5 Game 6

Game 7 Game 8
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Game 9 Game 10

Game 11
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