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Source: National Bank of Poland, Statistics Poland, International Monetary Fund, UNCTAD

Poland at a glance

5th most populous country in the EU 
(38,4 M inhabitants)
Largest country in CEE

USD 1,35 tn total GDP (PPP)

USD 265 bn total exports value

USD 33 890 GDP per capita (PPP)

Currency:
Polish Złoty (PLN)
1 EUR ~ 4,5 PLN
1 USD ~ 3,8 PLN

Tax rates:
CIT 19% (base rate), 9%, 5%
VAT 23% (base rate), 8%, 5%, 0%
PIT 17%, 32%

15 cities exceeding 200k inhabitants

0,7% budget deficit
46% debt-to-GDP ratio

USD 86,4 bn
total value added in manufacturing

<20% contribution of exports to GDP

USD 13,2 bn FDI inflow

USD 237 bn inward FDI stock
40% of GDP
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Key industries in Poland - overview

Source: Polish Investment & Trade Agency, PFR Group

Automotive and 
electromobility

Aerospace  
Business Services 

Sector
Research & 

Development
Food processing 

Electronics and 
white goods 

• 210 000 employed

• 10,5% total share in 
manufacturing

• 1000+ automotive
companies 

• EU’s e-mobility hub

• 40 000 employed

• 140 aviation 
companies 

• strong aviation 
clusters

• 307 000 employed

• 1 400 BSS centers

• 43% employment 
growth in the past 4 
years

• 170 000 employed

• 40% employment 
growth in past 5
years

• 391 000 employed

• 11,3% of Poland’s GDP

• 27 bn EUR exports
value

• 100 000 employed

• 14,2 bn EUR sales
value

• No. 1 producer of 
large white goods in 
the EU 









https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/innovation/scoreboards_en
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PARP’s support on various stages – 3 dedicated paths

Inkubacja

Incubation programs

>> Starting Platforms <<
Innovative Ideas

Startups with MVP / ready solutions
Acceleration programs

>> Scale Up <<

Startups from abroad
Visa program

>> Poland Prize <<
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STARTING PLATFORMS – since 2015 up to now

Inkubacja

Goal: entrepreneurship development in 5 Eastern Poland’s regions.

2015-2017:  pilot program - budget of ca EUR 6 M 
3 platforms selected – 3 cities of Białystok, Kielce, Lublin
102 startups (out of 210 incubated) received

2nd stage funding up to EUR 20 M

2018-2021 budget of ca EUR 30 M
6 platforms selected in September 2018
2019 Q1 opened for startup application, budget of EUR 75 M 

Effects:  creation of a selection of rich & diversfied incubation
programs for innovators
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ScaleUp pilot program results – „WIN-WIN” effect

2016 ASSUMTIONS 2018 PERFORMANCE

• 223 startups in 10 acceleration programs

• 33 big companies / corporations

• Testing startup-corporation capability of 
starting business cooperation

• declared 49 implementetions of startups’ 
solutions in big companies

• 276 startups in 10 acceleration programs

• 66 big companies / corporations

• Confirmed potential & readiness of big 
companies for cooperation and co-
financing of the program

• confirmed 201 implementations

• Accelerating startups’ growth – polished & verified business models, tested solutions, pilot launches
• Opening corporate innovation offices dedicated to collaboration with startups, incubators, CVC funds
• Introducing open innovation model & strategies, positive changes in corporate business culture

ECOSYSTEM & BUSINESS BENEFITS
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Blue Dot Solutions - Gdańsk

Łódź Special Economic Zone 
– Startup Spark

Entrepreneurial Poland Foundation

Accelpoint

HugeTECH - RzeszówKraków Technology Park

Foundation for Technology 
Entrepreneurship (MIT EF CEE)

FundingBox Accelerator

Brinc Limited Poland

DGA - Poznań
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Key Areas / tech sectors

▪ Artificial Intelligence (AI)
▪ Industrial Internet of things (IIoT)
▪ Augmented Reality (AR)
▪ Fintech
▪ Smart City
▪ Space Technologies
▪ Bioeconomy
▪ Cyber security
▪ Smart plastics

Acceleration 
Program 
Areas & Key
Partners



Poland Prize is a programme inviting foreign 

startups to start activity in Poland.

The programme combines the idea of acceleration and soft 
landing for startups and puts a special emphasis on preparing 
foreign startups to operate in Poland and on their further 
development.
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✓ 5 operators, over 3.000 aplications from all over the world (70 countries)

✓ More than 100 new innovative businesses founded in Poland or moved from foreign countries

✓ 30 milion PLN investment in total (M7,5 EUR)

✓ Markets of origin included Central European and Middle East countries, as well as startup hubs such as 
London, Stockholm and Berlin

Poland Prize pilot programme 2018 - 2019

www.parp.gov.pl/poland-prize

http://www.parp.gov.pl/poland-prize
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✓ grants up to PLN 300,000 ( ca. 70,000 EUR )

✓ soft landing: dedicated visa pathway, assistance of a concierge 

in official, banking and settlement-related matters

✓ individual development & acceleration plan

✓ legal, consulting, design & mentoring services  

✓ specialized technology consultancy, MVP creation & testing

✓ acceleration & post-acceleration with corporates & SMEs

✓ support & investments from VC Funds / Investors

✓ support in applying for grants

✓ sharing network of door-opening contacts

Poland Prize 2 coming soon – 1Q 2021

Photo by Krzysztof Kowalik on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@kowalikus?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/poland?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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✓ Fast growing economy

✓ Booming & diverse startup community

✓ Highly qualified and competitive talents

✓ Vast top tech talent pool

✓ Affordable labour cost

✓ Strategic location

✓ Big internal market

✓ Developed business infrastructure

✓ Attractive place to live

Why Poland - in a nutshell?

Photo by Kamil Gliwiński on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@gliwik?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/poland?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Most startup friendly countries in the world, 2019

Rank Country Score
Human 
Capital 

Investment

Research
& 

Development

Entrepreneurial
Infrastructure

Technical 
Workforce

Policy 
Dynamics

1 United States 92 84 88 92 87 84

2 United Kingdom 91 83 87 91 86 83

3 Canada 90 82 86 90 85 82

4 Israel 89 81 85 89 84 81

5 India 88 80 84 88 83 80

6 Germany 87 79 83 87 82 79

7 Poland 86 78 82 86 81 78

8 Malaysia 85 77 81 85 80 77

9 Sweden 84 76 80 84 79 76

10 Denmark 83 75 79 83 78 75

CEO World Magazine, 2019



Poland ranked as best country in EU and 5th in world for female entrepreneurs



Thanks for your
attention

https://en.parp.gov.pl/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacek-bukowicki/

https://en.parp.gov.pl/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacek-bukowicki/



