
Understanding drivers and obstacles of sustainable competitiveness in rural agri-food systems

▪ Support research and data analysis on the market and social drivers/ barriers affecting competitiveness of rural

agri-food businesses.

▪ Conduct consumers’ studies by surveys in different EU countries and focus groups or in-depth interviews in Spain.

▪ Provide evidence from real industrial ecosystems in rural regions in Spain, where CNTA operates, supporting case

studies on circular economy, digitalization, and innovation adoption in SMEs and cooperatives.

Supporting rural startups and young entrepreneurs

▪ Support the design of technological roadmaps and carry out activities to support the technological development

of solutions (prototyping, pilot tests, consumer acceptance, etc.).

▪ Host cross-regional demo days and solution-sharing events to promote adoption across rural territories.

▪ Develop short, practical online and blended training modules on food innovation, sustainability, food safety and

quality, market opportunities, trends, legal requirements.

CNTA has been partner of CONSERWA and is currently involved in CO-FRESH and BIOTECH4FOOD, which collectively aim

to transform and modernize European agri-food value chains by integrating agroecological practices, advanced

biotechnologies and collaborative innovation models to enhance sustainability, circularity, economic performance

and farmer/SME capacity, supported by decision tools, training and inter-regional cooperation.

HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-COMMUNITIES-01

Boosting sustainable competitiveness in rural areas through innovation

https://conserwa.eu/
https://co-fresh.eu/
https://co-fresh.eu/
https://co-fresh.eu/
https://i4ce.eu/biotech4food/
https://i4ce.eu/biotech4food/
https://i4ce.eu/biotech4food/




CNTA in 2025
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Our pilot equipment

Post-harvest treatments and operations

Ready-to-eat products and cooked meals

Manufactured meat and dairy products

Fluid bed coater/dryer for encapsulation

Active and smart packaging, ecodesign

-------------------

High-Pressure processing unit (HPP)

Extrusion technologies (dry & HME extrusion)

Fermentation processes (solid, liquid, precision) – from 50 ml 

up to 150 L bioreactors

Sidestream valorisation (stabilisation, extraction, purification)

-------------------

In vitro digestibility platform

HPLC and metabolomics platform

ISO-compliant tasting rooms (sensory booths)

Laboratories and whiterooms

Formulator UHT lane and aseptic packaging Microwave treatmnt.  | Cold plasma

Dry/HME/cooking extrusion: 4x pilot extruders

Ultrasounds | Sidestream valorisation | 150L bioreactor

Controlled atm. storage & drying rooms | Packaging and thermoforming eq.
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SwitchToHealthy

LIKE-A-PRO Project
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Chorizo Project

Extensive EU R&D funding 
expertise 

Bioeconomy%20Giants

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101213354
https://conserwa.eu/
https://sistersproject.eu/
https://co-fresh.eu/
https://i4ce.eu/biotech4food/
https://switchtohealthy.eu/
https://www.like-a-pro.eu/
https://feasts-innovation.eu/
https://epic-shift.eu/
https://bbtwins.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/720815/reporting
https://chorizoproject.eu/
https://www.model2bio.eu/
https://wastelesseu.com/
https://bioeconomygiants.com/
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