
INSME AT A GLANCE
Institution working under the auspices of



In 2026, the INSME Association

can count on the support of 49

members* from 38 different

countries, including governmental

bodies, international organizations

and business support

intermediaries, representing on a

”second tier” level hundreds of

thousands of SMEs. 

INSME in 2026
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* The map does not include all the members, but just some of them to show INSME’s global outreach.
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Our mission is to bring together policy makers, 

intermediaries, practitioners, researchers and their networks 

working in the fields of innovation and entrepreneurship at 

the international level to contribute to the creation of a 

more fertile innovation ecosystem and a more robust global 

business environment for SMEs.

OUR
MISSION



INSME Annual Meetings
 “Progress and perspectives forSME

policies in a post Covid-19 environment”
18 November 2020, online Bulga ria

 
December 2022, Baku, Azerbaijan

“Explore the Impact of Artificial
Intelligence on SMEs ” 9-10 October 2023,
Berlin, Germany

“SMEsas Drivers ofaSustainable
Recovery” 9-10 December2021, Sofia,

“Unlocking Sustainable Finance for SMEs”
14-15 October 2024, Rome, Italy

“Empowering SMEs: Economic 
Diversification andGreenGrowth”1-2 

“Protectingand ValuingSMEs Intangible
Assets” 20-21 October, Alicante, Spain





The FAB-BUS Project
May 2025 -  September 2026

“FAB-BUS” stands for BUSiness Matching Initiative in FAshion, Design and Creative Industries 

Co-funded by the EU under the Euromed Clusters Forward Initiative, led by ANIMA  Investment
Network

Strengthening clusters and their members in 7 southern Mediterranean countries, promoting
inclusive innovation and competitiveness in the Euromed region in order to improve growth,
economic diversification, sustainable development and employment

Project partners: 
INSME - the International Network for SMEs - Italy 
Moroccan Denim and Fashion Cluster - Morocco 
CreaTech Bulgaria - Bulgaria 
Unioncamere Piemonte – EEN Textile Sector Group - Italy

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS



Objectives of the FAB-BUS project

1) Foster cross-border collaboration among creativity and fashion clusters in
Morocco, Italy and Bulgaria

2) Strengthening regional value chain in the fashion and creative sector 

3) Promote new business opportunities and partnerships

4) Encourage the exchange of best practices and knowledge

5) Promote innovation and sustainable practices 

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS



1 )  E x c h a n g e  v i s i t s

 2 )  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  w o r k s h o p s

3 )  M o n t h l y  o n l i n e  m e e t i n g s  

4 )  W e b i n a r s

H o w  t o  r e a c h  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ?

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS



The INSME webinar-based training 

programme providing seminars that address

the latest economic macro trends and topics 

and tools to support innovation,

entrepreneurship and SMEs.

INSMEAcademy









1 . P r e l i m i n a r y  p h a s e :

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  a  s e c t o r  a n a l y s i s ,  m a p p i n g
t h e  s t r e n g t h s ,  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  e a c h  c l u s t e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s
f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n .

2 . M a t c h i n g  p h a s e :  

To  a c h i e v e  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  F A B - B U S  p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  e x c h a n g e
v i s i t s ,  e n a b l i n g  t h e  p a r t n e r  c l u s t e r s  t o  e x p l o r e  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  t e x t i l e ,  f a s h i o n ,
d e s i g n  a n d  c r e a t i v e  e c o s y s t e m s ,  i d e n t i f y  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  s t r e n g t h s ,  a n d
b u i l d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

E X C H A N G E  V I S I T S

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS



T h e  f i r s t  e x c h a n g e  v i s i t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n
C a s a b l a n c a ,  w h e r e  p a r t n e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e
M I M  Fa i r  a n d  m e t  l o c a l  p r o d u c e r s ,  d i s c o v e r
i n n o v a t i v e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  g a i n  a  d e e p e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  M o r o c c o ' s  t e x t i l e  a n d
f a s h i o n  e c o s y s t e m .

D u r i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  e a c h  c l u s t e r  p r e s e n t e d
i t s  s t r e n g t h s ,  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  a r e a s  o f
e x p e r t i s e .  T h i s  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
i d e n t i f y  s h a r e d  p r i o r i t i e s ,  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  e a c h  e c o s y s t e m ,  a n d
e x p l o r e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  f o r  f u t u r e
c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

1 s t  E x c h a n g e  V i s i t  –  C a s a b l a n c a ,  M o r o c c o

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS

N o v e m b e r  5 - 6 ,  2 0 2 5



T h e  s e c o n d  e x c h a n g e  v i s i t  s h i f t e d  f r o m  a n a l y s i s
t o  c o - c r e a t i o n .

P a r t n e r s  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o m b i n e  t h e i r
d i f f e r e n t  s t r e n g t h s ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e
t o  d e v e l o p  n e w  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  b u s i n e s s
c o n c e p t s .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  i d e n t i f y
p r o d u c t s  a n d  m a r k e t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d
b e  c r e a t e d  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  t h r e e  c l u s t e r s -

T h i s  e x e r c i s e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  c o m p l e m e n t a r y
e x p e r t i s e  f r o m  M o r o c c o ,  B u l g a r i a  a n d  I t a l y  c a n
g e n e r a t e  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d
s o l u t i o n s .

2 n d  E x c h a n g e  V i s i t  –  S o f i a ,  B u l g a r i a

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS

M a r c h  2 6 - 2 7 ,  2 0 2 6



F i n a l  e x c h a n g e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t

T h i s  f i n a l  p h a s e  f o c u s e s  o n :
f a c i l i t a t i n g  B 2 B  m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  c o m p a n i e s ;
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  n e t w o r k i n g  a m o n g  c l u s t e r  m e m b e r s ;
e x p l o r i n g  c o n c r e t e  b u s i n e s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ;
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t .

T h e  e x c h a n g e  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  M e m o r a n d a  o f
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( M o U s )  o n  3  J u l y ,  f o r m a l i s i n g  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
p a r t n e r  c l u s t e r s  a n d  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  j o i n t  i n i t i a t i v e s
b e y o n d  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  l i f e t i m e .

3 r d  E x c h a n g e  V i s i t  –  Tu r i n ,  I t a l y

FAB-BUSFAB-BUS

J u l y  1 - 3 ,  2 0 2 6



V i a  G i o s u è
0 0 1 8 7  R o m e  -

C a r d u c c i  4
I t a l y  

s e c r e t a r i a t @ i n s m e . o r g

+ 3 9  0 6 6 8 8 0 6 8 0 3

w w w . i n s m e . o r g

http://www.insme.org/


OUR SERVICES
 INSME offersawide arrayof services helpingits members 

tobetterachievetheir goals bytaking advantage of cross
border connections and collaborations enhanced by the
Netw ork .

O b s e r v a t o r y  

I N S M E A c a d e m y

d i s s e m i n a t i o n
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

 
p a r t n e r s  a n d
s c o u t i n g  o f

b u s i n e s s  

o f
b e s t  p r a c t i c e s

i n n o v a t i o n  
P r o m o t i o n ,

a c t i v i t i e s

A n n u a l
M e e t i n g s

M a t c h m a k i n g

o p p o r t u n i t i e s



A C C E S S
up-to-date information on 

trends, methodologies and policies

S H A R E
innovative approaches, 

techniques and tools

C O M P A R E
policies and programmesto
understand the impact 
of innovation

A N A L Y Z E
strengths and weaknesses 
and their potential replicability

OBSERVATORY OF 
INNOVATION BEST PRACTICES

 Given theglobal outreach and its activeinvolvementin theOECDWorkingPartyonSMEs and 
Entrepreneurship, INSME has an exclusiveandprimary pointofviewonbestpractices in the field of innovation
and entrepreneurship worldwide. 
INSME works as a one stop source to:



 

22nd INSME’sAnnualMeeting
 “SMEs Competitiveness”

Organized with:

Enhancing SME
competitiveness is key for
innovation, resilience, and

sustainable economic growth. 

The conference explores how
to strengthen productivity,

access to finance, digital
transformation, and market

expansion, along with the role
of ecosystems, policy, and

partnerships in helping SMEs 
scale globally.1 2 –  1 3   O  c  t  o  b e  r  2 0  2 6t h

C r e e t e ,  G r e e c e
t h


	INSME AT A GLANCE Institution working under the auspices of
	SMB
	PR OPAIS
	BVMW
	SRM
	SHARAKAH
	CON F A PI

	INSME in 2026
	In 2026, the INSME Association can count on the support of 49 members* from 38 different countries, including governmental bodies, international organizations and business support intermediaries, representing on a ”second tier” level hundreds of thousands of SMEs.
	* The map does not include all the members, but just some of them to show INSME’s global outreach.


	OUR HISTORY
	INSME participates
	to the
	OECD Ministerial
	INSME turns10and continues towork under the auspices
	Feasibility
	INSME holds its 21st
	Conference onSMEs and Entrepreneurship in
	study
	for the
	annual meeting in Alicante in  collaboration with EUIPOunder the topic
	creati on of
	Mexico.
	of the OECD.
	INSMEby the
	Italian Government.
	2015
	of
	Protecting and
	Valuing SMEs

	2000
	2004
	2020
	Intangible Assets.

	2002
	2014
	2018
	2025
	INSME becomes
	As
	result of
	the

	an independent legal entity.
	INSME celebrates the
	INSMEbecomes a legally-recognized not-for-profit
	OECD Ministerial

	20th
	anniversary of
	Conference on SMEs the “Bologna Charter on SME policies” has been adopted  foreseeing the set-up

	the“BolognaCharter on SME policies” with an OECD-INSME Joint
	The 2ndOECD  Ministerial Conference on SMEs is convened in
	association.
	Conference.
	of INSME.

	Istanbul.


	OUR MISSION
	INSME Annual Meetings
	The FAB-BUS Project May 2025 - September 2026
	“FAB-BUS” stands for BUSiness Matching Initiative in FAshion, Design and Creative Industries
	Co-funded by the EU under the Euromed Clusters Forward Initiative, led by ANIMA  Investment Network
	Strengthening clusters and their members in 7 southern Mediterranean countries, promoting inclusive innovation and competitiveness in the Euromed region in order to improve growth, economic diversification, sustainable development and employment

	Project partners:
	INSME - the International Network for SMEs - Italy
	Moroccan Denim and Fashion Cluster - Morocco
	CreaTech Bulgaria - Bulgaria
	Unioncamere Piemonte – EEN Textile Sector Group - Italy

	Objectives of the FAB-BUS project
	1) Foster cross-border collaboration among creativity and fashion clusters in Morocco, Italy and Bulgaria
	2) Strengthening regional value chain in the fashion and creative sector
	3) Promote new business opportunities and partnerships
	4) Encourage the exchange of best practices and knowledge
	5) Promote innovation and sustainable practices

	How to reach these objectives?
	1) Exchange visits
	2) Collaborative workshops
	3) Monthly online meetings
	4) Webinars

	INSMEAcademy
	EXCHANGE VISITS
	Preliminary phase:
	The first phase of the project was dedicated to a sector analysis, mapping the strengths, challenges and opportunities of each cluster to identify areas for cooperation.
	Matching phase:
	To achieve its objectives, the FAB-BUS project includes three exchange visits, enabling the partner clusters to explore each other's textile, fashion, design and creative ecosystems, identify complementary strengths, and build the foundations for long-term collaboration.
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	The first exchange visit took place in Casablanca, where partners attended the MIM Fair and met local producers, discover innovative products and gain a deeper understanding of Morocco's textile and fashion ecosystem.
	During the workshop, each cluster presented its strengths, challenges and areas of expertise. This provided an opportunity to identify shared priorities, understand the specific needs of each ecosystem, and explore common ground for future collaboration.

	2nd Exchange Visit – Sofia, Bulgaria
	March 26-27, 2026
	The second exchange visit shifted from analysis to co-creation.
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	Final exchange visit of the project
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