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PARTNER SEARCH FORM
Your contact details
	Organisation
	Bar Ilan University

	Contact person
	Dr. Nitzan Gonen

	Department (if needed)
	Life Sciences

	Phone
	+972-3-5317246

	e-mail
	Nitzan.Gonen@biu.ac.il



Your organisation
	Describe your Organisation
	Bar-Ilan University, founded in 1955, is the second-largest research
university in Israel, with a student population of approximately 22,500 at the main campus in Ramat Gan and its four regional colleges. The university has nine faculties: Jewish Studies, Medicine, Engineering, Law, Life Sciences, Exact Sciences, Social Sciences, Education, and Humanities. These faculties are active partners in Israel’s national science and technology initiatives

	Type of organisation
	Research and education university

	List up to 5 keywords describing your sector or specialisation:
	Gonad development, sex determination, males, females, sexual dimorphism 



Your experience
	Have you already participated in an EU funded project?
	No











Your offered expertise and contribution
	HEU call topic(s) of relevance
	HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01-DISEASE-11: Understanding of sex and/or gender-specific mechanisms of cardiovascular diseases: determinants, risk factors and pathways

	Your offered contribution
	My lab is expert is mammalian sex determination, using the mouse as a model system. We have developed a system where upon minor genetic perturbations, we have four models of mice that enable to distinguish the effect of sex chromosomes (XY/XX) from gonadal sex hormones (Testosterone, Estrogen). We have normal XY males and normal XX females but also XY females (sex reverse) and XX males (sex reverse). By breeding these four types of mice into a mutation that causes heart problem we can explore if the sex difference stem from a sex chromosome difference or hormonal effect. Our new model is superior to the original four core genotyping (FCG) model that is heavily used to study sex differences and sexual dimorphism.

	Your offered role
(Coordinator, Work
package leader or
partner)
	Work package leader or partner where we could delve into the mechanisms mediating sex difference in cardiovascular disease between males and females



Define what you are looking for
	Describe what expertise you look for
	I am looking for experts in cardiovascular disease and heart development, both people working on human patients but also mice models. We could cross the cardiovascular risk factor gene/ treatment into our novel FCG model. We would need people who know and understand the heart as we mostly specialize in gonads and biological sex

	Define the expected contribution you are looking for
	I am looking to contribute via experimental setting in mice that could shed light into how sex chromosomes or sex hormones mediate the difference in cardiovascular diseases between males and females.  

	Define a deadline for the search
	February 2026
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