19th February 2026 
Questions/commentary from the drop-in session:
Q: When looking at the Geographical spread, especially SSA, does this impact the project we ae looking to run e.g. does it make it less likely to get funding if you do a Kenyan project because there are a lot of Kenyan projects already / are you looking to balance the portfolio? 
A: we want a spread of early, mid, late, spread of tech, and for that we do look at spread of Ayrton fund and geographical spread. But it isn’t prescribed, it leans on the application scores.
Q: I didn't see any mention of bioenergy - is the focus this time more on other renewables like next generation solar?
A: Bioenergy and biogas is in scope. The Ayrton challenges are not the exhaustive list. 
Q: You have India on the list for South Asia but it says only as part of a multi country project. Can you please explain what this means?
A: Projects with activities in India will only be supported where there is strong matching public or private investment alongside the requested amount, and the projects also involve and target other low income countries.
Q: Can we claim international sub-contractors cost?
A: Yes, there can be international subcontractors. 
Q: Matched funding requirements – is there a requirement or can we have it in kind?
A: Matched funding is a requirement and depending on size there is an amount that you will be able to claim and the remaining will be the matched funding. These are outlined under the intervention rates. 
Q: what is the maximum amount of funding for RTO and academic?
A: 50% for early stage, 30% for mid and late stage. 
Q: How many applications can we make for this call? 
A: No cap on number of applications, although projects should be distinct and mutually exclusive. 
Q: Is there limitations for those multiple projects?
A: No, as long as they are not the same application etc, it should in theory be fine. Do make it clear around time being spent on projects, as project finance will look into time/cost and could query it if it looks like you are unable to deliver multiple projects at once. 
Q: For a mid-to-late stage e-mobility pilot, how does the Catalyst treat the capital costs of the physical electric vehicles and batteries? Are these fully eligible project costs, or is the consortium expected to secure external co-investment to cover the heavy hardware assets?
A: Guidance can be found here: https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/costs-we-fund/costs-guidance-for-oda-funded-programmes/ 
Q: Can we include costs of testing in the UK ahead of international testing in our project costs? 
A: Yes this is eligible, although there will need to be testing in country in some capacity in mid and late stage projects. 
Q: Can we work with local companies as subcontractor, or do they need to be brought in as a collaborator? 
A: For mid stage, there needs to be at least two legally separate organisations on the project, and one needs to be in-country and grant claiming, but beyond that you can bring in subcontractors where you see fit. 
Q: I am an international company looking for a partner in the UK, how can I find one? 
A: B2Match is a great first step – you can advertise what you are looking for in a partnership on the marketplace, as well as look through other’s posts to see if there is someone doing what you are looking for. Register and use the marketplace here:  https://www.b2match.com/e/energy-access-networking 
Q: Should we go in as a lead applicant or be someone’s collaborator? 
A: The admin lead is essentially the recipient of the award; it is their responsibility to disseminate funds. Sometimes that is all they do, and they are very much admin, sometimes they play a bigger role. The technology lead in theory is the one who has the innovation. This is up to you to decide! As a UK applicant, you could in theory be both admin and technology lead, but admin leads must be UK based. 
Q: Does it make a difference in the validity in the application if the admin and tech lead are the same organisation? 
A: If you meet the criteria for both, then yes, you can be both and it is quite common to see. Key things to consider are time and cost, and make a decision that is best for you and the project. 
Q: Can we share the slides? 
A: They should be visible on B2Match both as a PDF as well as in the competition brief recording. 
Q: Do we have to pay the administrative lead if we find one? Someone asked us to pay £650 for a proposal. 
A: No, it does not cost anything to apply for funding. 
B2Match support: gail.leathley@iukbg.ukri.org 
Any further questions: energycatalyst@iuk.ukri.org
