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Short Bio

Matthias Otten is a professor for political science and intercultural development at TH Koeln in Germany
(Faculty of Social Sciences). His teaching and research interests include Sociology in Social Work, disability
studies and inclusion, migration research and international and comparative social work research. He holds a
PhD in Sociology from the University of Karlsruhe and a Master in Social Sciences from the University of
Gottingen. Since 2012 he is vice-dean for internationalisation at the faculty level.

In 2019 he was organizing co-host of the 8th European Conference on Disability Research (ALTER), held in
Cologne (with Prof. Dr. Anne Waldschmidt). Together with Dr. Catharina Peeck-Ho, he cordinates a joint
application for a scientific network “Futures of Social Citizenship”, submitted to the DFG (German Research
Foundation) in Jan. 2025. He is member of the German research network “Aktionsbindnis
Teilhabeforschung” (Network for Participation Research on Disability), and a member of the board for
participation and accessibility of the German Sociological Association (DGS).
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