
Austrian Business Agency
We simply make it easy!



Who we are

Die Austrian Business Agency ist die Standortagentur 
Österreichs und Tochtergesellschaft des Bundesministeri-
ums für Arbeit und Wirtschaft (BMAW). Die internationale 
Bewerbung des Wirtschafts-, Arbeits- und Filmstandorts 
sowie die Beratung von internationalen Unternehmen 
und Fachkräften ist ihre Kernaufgabe. Mit ihren drei 
Standbeinen, INVEST in AUSTRIA (Akquisition und Be-
treuung von internationalen Unternehmen), WORK in 
AUSTRIA (Unterstützung der Wirtschaft im Recruiting 
von internationalen Fachkräften) und FILM in AUSTRIA 
(internationale Filmproduktionen), ist die ABA führend 
unter den europäischen Agenturen.

Das Ergebnis von 40 Jahren ABA und die positive Reso-
nanz der Kund:innen sprechen für sich. Die Bilanz: Über 
5.000 Betriebsgründungen und -erweiterungen inter-
nationaler Firmen in Österreich, die mehr als 70.000 Jobs 
geschaffen und 14 Milliarden Euro investiert haben,  
500 betreute internationale Spielfilm und TV-Produktio-
nen und bereits über 2.000 Beratungen bei Rot-Weiß-Rot 
– Karten-Verfahren.

The Austrian Business Agency is Austria’s national busi-
ness location consultancy and a subsidiary of the Federal 
Ministry of Labour and Economy. Its core task encom-
passes the international promotion of the business, 
work and film location as well as advising international 
companies and skilled workers. ABA is a leader among 
the European agencies thanks to its three pillars, INVEST 
in AUSTRIA (acquisition and support of international 
companies), WORK in AUSTRIA (assisting the business 
community in recruting international skilled workers) and 
FILM in AUSTRIA (international film productions).

The results of ABA’s 40 years of work and the positive 
feedback of clients speak for themselves. The scorecard: 
5,000+ business location and expansion projects of  
international firms in Austria, creation of 70,000+ new jobs, 
investments of € 14 billion, support for 500 international 
feature films and TV productions and more than 2,000 
consultations already in the Red-White-Red – Card applica-
tion process.
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„Wir fühlen uns durch die ABA laufend gut 
betreut. Die ABA hat uns bestens während 
der Verhandlungen und der Kaufabwick-
lung unterstützt, als wir beschlossen, 
die Immobilie in unmittelbarer Nähe der 
Stadt Wien zu kaufen. Auch laufend fühlen 
wir uns gut betreut durch die Einladungen 
der ABA zu diversen Fördercalls, die unse-
re Geschäftsentwicklung positiv beein-
flussen.”

“We feel well looked after by ABA all the 
time. ABA optimally supported us during 
the negotiations and in completing the 
purchase transaction. We feel that we are 
continually being well served thanks to the 
invitations we receive from ABA to various 
calls for funding which positively impact our 
business development.”Michael Jahn, CEO of 

Fiege Austria GmbH

Marcel Turnhofer,
Head of HR at

Alpine Metal Tech

„Fachkräfte zu finden ist, verbunden mit 
dem Thema Employer Branding, gerade 
eines der brennendsten Themen. Um die-
sen Herausforderungen Herr zu werden, 
arbeiten wir mit der Austrian Business 
Agency zusammen, von der wir schnelle 
und absolut kompetente Antworten auf 
unsere Fragen bekommen. Und das  
Beste ist, dass die Services der ABA  
absolut kostenfrei sind.”

“Finding skilled workers alongside employer 
branding comprises one of the most press-
ing issues at present. To cope with these 
challenges, we work together with the Aus-
trian Business Agency which gives us quick 
and utterly competent responses to our 
questions. And the best thing is that ABA’s 
services are completely free of charge.”

Jean-Jacques Annaud, 
film director

„Ich liebe es, an diesen Ort zu kommen 
und bewundere die Leute hier. Österreich, 
und besonders Tirol, vereint deutsche 
Gründlichkeit, die Schönheit der Schweiz 
und den italienischen Charme.”

“Austria, and especially Tyrol, offers German 
efficacy, the beauty of Switzerland and the 
charm of Italy. I really love to return to this 
place where I truly admire the people, and 
where it is possible to make films, on loca-
tion, with a remarkable level of support and 
infrastructure.”

5,714  
	 location and expansion projects

€ 14 bn  
	 in investments

500 
	� supported international 

feature films and TV 
productions

73,955  
	 newly created jobs

11,308 
	� consultations on living and  

working in Austria and for the  
Red-White-Red – Card process

Republic of Austria (represen-
ted by the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs) acquires the entire stake 
in ABA. Expansion of ABA’s area of 
responsibility. Focus not only on 
locating industrial firms but safe-
guarding and improving Austria’s 
competitiveness as a business 
location as well as the transfer 
of technology and know-how to 
Austria.

1996

Founding of ICD Austria (Industri-
al Cooperation and Development 
Company) by the state holding 
company ÖIAG to support busi-
ness location projects of inter-
national companies, above all to 
create new industrial jobs in crisis 
areas of publicly-owned Austrian 
industry.

1982

State-owned company GBI for 
industrial policy measures  
acquires ÖIAG‘s shares in ICD

1989

ICD renamed AUSTRIAN
BUSINESS AGENCY
Doubling of business location
projects from 10 (1994) to 21
(1995) thanks to EU membership

1995

ABA is the world champion of
business location agencies.

The Global Investment
Promotion Benchmarking of the
World Bank ranks ABA-Invest in
Austria as number one among 
101 agencies worldwide.

2009

After the launch of WORK in 
AUSTRIA in 2019, start of the 
service point for Red-White-Red 
– Cards. 

Offering of customized, cost-free 
consulting since January 2021 
for skilled workers, their family 
members and firms planning to 
hire international skilled workers. 
The business location agency gets 
a new logo presenting all three 
business areas.

2021

The ABA celebrates its  
40th anniversary and its trans-
formation from an outstanding 
investment promotion agency 
to a future-oriented business 
location company.

2022

Launch of the Austrian Film 
Commission as a location for 
international film projects. As of 
1997 the effects of EU members-
hip on ABA business results are 
clearly perceptible. One record-
breaking year follows the next.

1997



INVEST in AUSTRIA

Wenn sich internationale Unternehmen in Österreich  
ansiedeln oder ihren Standort erweitern wollen, ist  
INVEST in AUSTRIA mit Rat und Tat zur Stelle. Gründen, 
erweitern, Forschungsstandort errichten? Mit dem Ziel 
die Wettbewerbsfähigkeit des Wirtschaftsstandortes 
aufrecht zu erhalten und weiterzuentwickeln und den 
Technologie- und Know-how-Transfer nach Österreich zu 
fördern, kümmert sich INVEST in AUSTRIA darum, dass 
internationale Unternehmen in Österreich erfolgreich 
starten und wachsen können.

Mit ihrer Kernaufgabe, den Wirtschaftsstandort inter-
national zu vermarkten, leistet die ABA einen wertvollen 
Beitrag zur Vielfalt der Unternehmenslandschaft und der 
heimischen Arbeitswelt und sorgt für mehr Wertschöp-
fung und Innovation in Österreich.

www.investinaustria.at

INVEST in AUSTRIA provides help and advice when inter-
national companies want to set up business operations or 
expand existing facilities in Austria. Founding/expanding 
a company or establishing a research facility? INVEST in 
AUSTRIA’s focus is on enabling international companies to 
successfully start and grow in Austria with the objective of 
maintaining and enhancing the business location’s compet-
itiveness and promoting technology and know-how transfer 
to Austria.

Based on its core task of internationally marketing the 
business location, ABA makes a valuable contribution to the 
diversity of the corporate landscape and the country’s work-
ing world and ensures greater value creation and innovation 
in Austria.

WORK in AUSTRIA

Die Verfügbarkeit von Talenten ist ein wichtiger Standort-
faktor. Internationale Fachkräfte bringen Wertschöpfung 
und schaffen Arbeitsplätze. Vor diesem Hintergrund  
bewirbt WORK in AUSTRIA international den Arbeits-
standort Österreich mit seinen ausgezeichneten  
Karrierechancen und seiner herausragenden Lebens- 
qualität.

Als Kompetenzzentrum Österreichs zur Mobilität von 
internationalem Fachpersonal unterstützt WORK in  
AUSTRIA österreichische Unternehmen und internationa-
le Talente im gesamten Prozess, von der Personal- bzw. 
Jobsuche über das Einwanderungsverfahren und bietet 
umfassende Informationen zum Thema Leben und  
Arbeiten in Österreich.

The availability of talents is an important business location 
factor. International skilled workers generate added value 
and create jobs. Against this backdrop, WORK in AUSTRIA 
promotes Austria internationally as a work location  
featuring excellent career opportunities and an outstanding 
quality of life.

As Austria’s competence centre for the mobility of  
international specialists, WORK in AUSTRIA supports  
Austrian-based companies and international talents  
during the entire process, from personnel recruitment  
and job search to immigration proceedings, and offers  
comprehensive information on the topic of living and  
working in Austria.

www.workinaustria.com
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PROMOTING THE BUSINESS 
LOCATION

EXPANSION OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMPANIES

LOCATING INTERNATIONAL 
COMPANIES SUPPORT AND NETWORKING

INFORMATION PLATFORM

CONSULTATIONS

PROMOTING THE
WORK LOCATION​

THINK TANK & 
NETWORKING



FILM in AUSTRIA

Tom Cruise seilt sich von der Oper ab und James Bond 
fliegt durch Tirol – damit die Welt diese Bilder sieht,  
arbeitet FILM in AUSTRIA »behind the scenes«. Die  
österreichweite Film Commission bietet kostenlos  
maßgeschneiderte Informationen, Unterstützung  
und Beratung.

Egal ob es nun um die perfekte Film Location, passende 
Förderungsmöglichkeiten oder Kontakte und Informatio-
nen zu Produktionsbedingungen in Österreich geht. FILM 
in AUSTRIA ist die zentrale Anlaufstelle zur Begleitung 
und Unterstützung von internationalen Film-, TV- und 
Streaming-Projekten und von potentiellen Förderungs-
werbenden im Rahmen von FISAplus.

Tom Cruise climbs down a rope from the Vienna State Opera 
and James Bond flies across Tyrol. We work “behind the 
scenes” so that the world sees these images. The Austrian 
Film Commission offers customized information, support 
and consulting free of charge.

Regardless of whether the issue is the perfect film location, 
suitable funding options, contacts and information on pro-
duction conditions in Austria, FILM in AUSTRIA is the central 
contact point for monitoring and supporting international 
film, TV and streaming projects and potential applicants for 
funding within the framework of FISAplus.

www.filminaustria.com

Why Austria?

DID YOU KNOW THAT…

SERVICES� 6 WARUM ÖSTERREICH� 7

… �every European capital city  
can be reached in less than  
three hours by plane

… �Austria has a  
sophisticated film  
funding system

… �Austria ranks third when  
it comes to attracting  
and retaining talents.

AUSTRIAN FILM LOCATIONS

POTENTIAL FILM FUNDING

PRODUCTION CONDITIONS

LABOR AND TAX ISSUES

IMD WCY

2022

Talent
attraction

… �Austria ranks third in  
the EU when it comes  
to direct & indirect R&D  
incentives for companies

European innovation 
scoreboard

R&D
Incentives

… �Austria has always  
ranked among the three  
top countries in terms of  
quality of life over the  
last ten years?

2022

IMD WCY

Quality 
of Life

… ��Austria is a pulsating melting  
pot, whose high level of  
internationality is reflected  
in the outstanding English  
language skills of its residents.

2020

TOEFL

English
Proficiency

… �Austria is one of the  
20 richest countries  
in the world?

2022

IMD WCY

Richest 
Countries
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